cj}/ (47’1/{/{70((,/ (e

i STREET ADDRESS:. 901 East Jefferson Street HISTORIC NAME Jordan-Morgan-Haden House
MAP 8 PARCEL: 53-261 DATE / PERIOD .  1806-07, c. 18847, 1907
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 3-205 STYLE: Colonial Revival
PRESENT ZONING. B-1 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 Storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER:. John Jordan DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA; 76' x 119.5' (9082 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Fair
PRESENT USE: Rental Property (four apartments) SURVEYOR Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . Florence A. Boalo DATE OF SURVEY: Summer 1978
ADDRESS. 17 University Circle SOURCES: City/County Records
Charlottesville, VA Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
Woods, Albemarle County in Vlr-inia .‘

o

Sanborn Map. Co., 1907 and 1920
Mrs. Howard Boalo (Florence A. Boalo)

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Three major phases of construction can be traced in this house: In |ts original form, it was 1} storeys with an
English basement, three bays wide, single pile, facing north toward Free Bridge Road. It had a small entrance porch,
two interior end chimneys, and a very steep gable roof, the silhouette of which is still clearly visible on the ends
of the house. The brick was laid in Flemish bond with random glazed headers (on at least three sides), with the foun
dation in three-course American bond. A two-flight, open well staircase with simple balustrade still rises from the
wide entrance hall. Much interior fabric remains, indluding several Federal mantels and six-paneled doors. The
entrance door has four-light sidelights, over panels, which reach to the top of the single-light rectangular transom.
The house was enlarged to a full two storeys, probably circa 1884, with a less steeply pitched gable roof covered i
with standing-seam metal with a central gahle, boxed cornice, and some sort of two storey portico or veranda on the
south facade, as the house was then oriented toward the newly opened East Jefferson Street. The windows on the
north side are double sash, two-over-two light, with wooden sills and moulded surrounds. The two interior end chim-
neys have corbelled caps. |In 1907, a two-storey, five-bay, single-pile addition, slightly wider than the original i
house and set on a lower foundation without a basement, was built across the south facade. It has a nearly flat metal
hip roof with the old central gable continuing across it and looming behind the two-storey portico that covers the g
central bay of the new facade. This portico has concrete floor and steps, four large non-classical columns set on
concrete-block pedestals with egg-and-dart trim, at the first level, and four Tuscan columns with Colonial Revival
balustrade at the second level. A low gable roof with cornice returns serves as a pediment. The double entrarnce
doors have one tall pane of glass above a short panel, with sidelights and rectangular transom. An open flight of
four steps at the rear of the square entrance hall gives access to the older section of the house. This newest sectid
has no stairway or chimneys, but formerly had mantels in some rooms. The windows are single-light, double-sash,
with plain surrounds, lintels, and wooden sills. Those on the ends of the older section were replaced with matching
ones. The brick in both later additions is laid in six-course American bond. There is a one-storey, flat-roofed
wing, with six-over-six windows, at the northeast (rear) corner, probably late 1800's. A shed-roofed back porch,
two bays wide, is now enclosed with imitation brick asbestos siding.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

James Alexander described this house in 1874 as a "13-storey brick residence''. He believed that it had been
built by James Leitch, a merchant on Court Square, but court records indicate that it was built by John Jordan who
purchased a three-acre lot from Nicholas Lewis in January, 1806 (ACDB 15-336), and sold it to THomas Price in 1808
(ACDB 16-307). Alexander Garrett bought it from Price in 1812 (ACDB 18-332) and sold it to Leitch in 1814 (ACDB 19-
157) . The Leitch family lived there about fifteen years. James Leitch died in 1827, and his wife remarried two years
later. Alexander recalled that Gov. Thomas W. Gilmer occupied the house in 1829-30. It was apparently used as renta)
property for nearly half a century. Rice W. Bailey purchased the house from the estate of Leitch's daughter Eliza
Leitch Anderson in 1876 (ACDB 74-24) and sold it in 1883 to Misses A. K. and C. E. Morgan who lived there for 22
years (ACDB 83-80). M. L. Rea bought it in 1905, subdivided the lot, and sold the house to E. G. Haden in 1907
(City DB 16-118, 18-129). Haden built the large two-storey southern section with the two-storey portico the same
year; the 1908 tax appraisal shows an increase of over 100% in building value. The original Leitch house bad been en- |
larged to a full two storeys sometime between 1874 and 1907; there is structural evidence that this was done before ‘
the southern section was built. An increase in the tax appraisal in 1585, the year after the Morgans bought the i
house, suggests that date, but is inconclusive. The house has had several owners in this century. M.S. Chewning bought
it in 1920, and his widow deeded it to J. Gordon Brown, apparently a relative, in 1947 and continued to live there
(DB 36-10, 129-481). The present owner bought it in 1955 and has converted it into four apartments (DB 182-262).

Additional References: 20-383, 27-275, 31-288, 31-298; W8 10-373
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