LANDMARK

IDENTIFICATION

Street Address: 506 Ridge Street
Map and Parcel: 29-277
Census Track & Block: 4-341

Present Qwner: Catherine Tyler Brown estate

Address: c¢/o Mary L. Page, P.0. Box 821
Present Use: Rental Property (3 apartments)
Original Owner: Alexander C. Brechin

BASE DATA

f Historic Name: Brechin House :
Date/Period: c. 1872 and c. 19307

Style: Victorian Vernacular

Height to Cornice:
Height in Stories: 2

Present Zoning: R-3
Land Area (sg.ft.): 70' x 210'
Original Use: Residence Assessed Value (land + imp.):

G

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This house was built as a Gothic cottage and later enlarged to full two-storey height and given a typical vernacular
roof and a broad veranda. The windows and the distinct line in the brickwork show that the house originally had a 2
steeply-pitched gable roof with tall, gabled wall dormers, the central one much taller than those on either side.
In its present form, it is a nearly square three-bay, single-pile, two-storey house on an English basement. The
medium pitched bellcast gable roof, with an additional central gable on the facade, is covered with standing seam
tin and has a boxed cornice with brackets and a wide cornice board. The brick is laid in five-course American-with
Flemish bond (five stretcher courses and one header-stretcher course) in the original part and in seven-course
American-with-Flemish bond in the upper part of the second storey. The joints are occasionally staggered. A one-
bay, two-storey addition built of used brick and a series of enclosed wooden porches, all under the same shed roof,
covered the rear of the building. The double-sash windows are four-over-four light with wooden sills and flat
surrounds beyond the architrares. Those on the second level are topped by triangular transoms. These transoms were &
removed from the windows on the first level of the facade when the veranda was built. All the windows on the first
level are very tall and narrow; those on the second level are much shorter except for the central bay of the facade. §
Basement windows are plain six-over-six light with architrave trim. The single-storey semi-octagonal bay window
on_the north end of the house has an exagerated bellcast  hip roof, boxed cornice with dentil moulding, and one
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HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

four-over-four and two very narrow one-over-one windows with a sort of pilaster-effect between. The wide veranda

has a flat tin roof with boxed cornice, supported on concrete columns set on square concrete-block pedestals, and

a Colonial Revival balustrade. The entrance door has four panels with moulded rails. The mark of a steep triangulamg
pediment is clearly visible above the three-light rectangular transom. The original kitchen and dining roof were b
in the basement. There are two interior chimneys, one on each side of the central hall, and each room has a fire-
place. The hall with its two-flight open-well staircase has not been partitioned.

T

tn 1871 Alexander C. Brechin, who had a bookstore on Main Street, purchased a half-acre lot from H.A. Darrow who
Tived at 510 Ridge Street (ACDB 66-420). According to tax records, he immediately built his home which James
Alexander described in 1874 as 'a tasteful and neat brick residence' (Early Charlottesville, p. 107). This was

GRAPHICS

probably 506 Ridge Street, at that time a Gothic cottage. Brechin built a second house next door in 1881. In the
early 1900's he occupied that house himself, and his son Andrew M. Brechin occupied the first house. He deeded
both to his son in 1924 (City DB 46-142). At some point, the house at 506 Ridge Street was enlarged and remodeled.
Tax records seem to indicate that this may have occured circa 1930, though stylistically it would appear to have
been earlier. The Pilot Life Insurance Company, purchased 506 Ridge Street at auction in 1938 and sold it to

B. Lee Hawkins, in trust for his children, the same year (DB 94-270, 96-448). It was used as rental property for
several years and then occupied by Hawkins' son Russell B. Hawkins who purchased it in 1953 and sold it the
following year (DB 171-486, 175-271). Catherine Tyler Brown bought it in 1959 and lived there until her death in

1971 (DB216-337). It is still owned by her estate and is used as rental property. Additional deed references:
D8 206-404; WB 15-36.

CONDITIONS

Fair

_ SOURCES
City/County Records

James Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
1877 Charlottesville Map
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BRECHIN HOUSE

STREET ADDRESS:
MAP & PARCEL:
VDHR FILE NUMBER:
CITY FILE NUMBER:
PRESENT ZONING:
ORIGINAL OWNER:
ORIGINAL USE:
PRESENT OWNER:
ADDRESS:

HISTORIC NAME:
DATE/PERIOD:
STYLE:

HEIGHT IN STORIES:

DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA:

CONDITION:
SURVEYOR:

DATE OF SURVEY:
SOURCES:

506 Ridge Street

29-277

104-25-18

214

R-3

Alexander C. Brechin
Residence

James Caravati; BF & WD Pilkey
122 Blueberry Road
Charlottesville, VA 22901
Brechin House

c. 1872-1881

Vernacular

2

700 x 210

Good

Bibb

1978, Revised 1993
City/County Records
James Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
1877 Charlottesville Map
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BRECHIN HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This house was built as a Gothic Revival cottage and later enlarged to full two-storey height and given a typical
vernacular roof and a broad verandah. The windows and the distinct line in the brickwork show that the housc
originally had a steeply-pitched gabled roof with tall, gabled wall dormers, the central one much taller than those
on cither side. In its present from, it is a nearly square, three-bay, single-pile, two-storey house on an English
basement. The medium-pitched bellcast-gabled roof, with an additional central gable on the facade, is covered
with standing scam metal and has a boxed cornice with brackets and a wide cornice board. The brick is laid
in five-course American-with Flemish bond (five stretcher courses and one header-stretcher course) in the
original part and in seven-course American-with-Flemish bond in the upper part of the second storey. The
joints are occasionally staggered. A one-bay, two-storey addition built of used brick, and a series of enclosed
wooden porches, all under the same shed roof, sheltered the rear of the building. The double-sash windows
are four-over-four light with wooden sills and flat surrounds cxtending beyond the architraves. Those on the
second level are topped by triangular transoms. These transoms were removed from the windows on the first
level of the facade when the verandah was built. The first-level windows are tall and narrow; those on the
second level are much shorter except for the central bay of the facade. Basement windows are plain six-over-six
light with architrave trim. The single-storey semi-octagonal bay window on the north end of the house has an
exaggerated bellcast hip roof, boxed cornice with dentil moulding and one four-over-four and two very narrow
onc-over-one windows with a sort of pilaster-effect between. The wide verandah has a flat metal roof with
boxed cornice, supported on concrete columns set on square concrete-block pedestals, and a Colonial Revival
balustrade. The entrance door has four panels with moulded rails. The mark of a steep triangular pediment
is clearly visible above the three-light rectangular transom. Originally the kitchen and dining room were in the
basement. There are two interior chimneys, one on each side of the central hall, and each room has a fireplace.
The hall with its two-flight open-well staircase has not been partitioned.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1871 Alexander C. Brechin, who had a bookstore on Main Street, purchased a half-acre lot from H.A.
Darrow who lived at 510 Ridge Street (ACDB 66-420). According to tax records, he immediately built his
home which James Alexander described in 1874 as "a tasteful and neat brick residence” (Early Charlottesville,
p. 107).  Brechin built a second house next door in 1881. In the carly 1900’s he occupied 500 Ridge Street
himself, and his son Andrew M. Brechin occupied this house. He deeded both to his son in 1924 (City DB 46-
142). At some point, the house at 506 Ridge Street was enlarged and remodeled. Existing records give no
indication of which house was built first or when number 506 was enlarged. The Pilot Life Insurance Company,
purchased 506 Ridge Strect at auction in 1938 and sold it to B. Lee Hawkins in trust for his children, the same
year (DB 94-270, 96-488). It was used as a rental property for several years, and then occupied by Hawkins®
son Russell B. Hawkins, who purchased it in 1953, and the following year (DB 171-486, 175-271). Catherine
Tyler Brown bought it in 1959 and lived there until her death in 1971 (DB 216-337). Her estate continued to
own it and use it as rental property to 1983 when it was sold to Donald R. Gourley and W. Gregory Bull (DB
435-286). James Caravati and BF & WD Pilkey purchased the house in 1989 (DB 536-557).

Additional deed reference; DB 206-404; WB 15-36.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Gothic Revival cottage origins of this intriguing house can be scen in the tall and narrow windows, the
triangular transoms, and the profile of the steep gables still visible in the brick walls. The enlargement of the
house to a full two storeys apparently was done at an early date.
The Brechin House has been individually designated as a local historic landmark and it is an important building

in the Ridge Street Historic District,
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 03/24/1994

VDHR Reconnaissance Survey Form

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0025-018

Property Name:
Historic Brechin House

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: House

Tax Code: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville East

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 506 Ridge Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality: ZIP: 22901

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
il Building Contributing
Contrib: 1
Non-Contrib: 0
WUZIT COUNT -
# Wuzit Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 House Contributing
Contrib: 1

Non-Contrib: 0



RESOURCE - GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1872 -81
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Fair
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: Victoran Vernacular

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 3 # of Bays Deep: 3

Arch Config: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  Intecior Brick
Foundation English basement Brick

Porch Front Wood/Concret l-story, 3-bay

Roof Bellcast gable Tin Standing seam
Windows double-hung sash Wood 171, 4/4, 6/6

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:

This house was built as a Gothic cottage and later enlarged
to full two-storey height and given a typical vernacular
roof and a broad verandah. The windows and the distinct
line in the brickwork show that the house originally had a
steeply-pitched gable roof with tall, gabled wall dormers,
the central one much taller than those on either side. 1In
its present form, it is a nearly square three-bay,
single-pile, two-storey house on an English basement. The
medium pitched bellcast gable roof, with an additional
central gable on the facade, is covered with standing seam
tin and has a boxed cornice with brackets and a wide cornice
board. The brick is laid in five-course
American-with-Flemish bond (five stretcher courses and one
header-stretcher course) in the original part and in
seven-course American-with-Flemish bond in the upper part of
the second storey. The joints are occasionally staggered.

YA one-bay, two-storey addition built of used brick and a
series of enclosed wooden porches, all under the same shed
roof, covered the rear of the building. The double-sash

‘ndows are four-over-four light with wooden sills and flat



surrounds beyond the architraves. Those on the second level
are topped by triangular transoms. These transoms were
removed from the windows on the first level of the facade
when the verandah was built. All the windows on the first
level are very tall and narrow; those on the second level
are much shorter except for the central bay of the facade.
Basement windows are plain six-over-six light with
architrave trim. The single-storey semi-octagonal bay
window on the north end of the house has an exaggerated
bellcast hip roof, boxed cornice with dentil moulding and
one four-over-four and two very narrow one-over-one windows
with a sort of pilaster-effect between. The wide verandah
has a flat tin roof with boxed cornice, supperted on
concrete columns set on square concrete-block pedestals, and
a Colonial Revival balustrade. The entrance door has four
panels with moulded rails. The mark of a steep triangular
pediment is clearly visible above the three-light
rectangular transom. The original kitchen and dining room
were in the basement. There are two interior chimneys, one
on each side of the central hall, and each room has a
fireplace. The hall with its two-flight open-well staircase
has not been partitioned.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
See Architectural Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:

Potentially Contributes to Historic District:
Ridge Street Historic District
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1871 Alexander C. Brechin, who had a bookstore on Main Street, purchased
a half-acre lot from H. A. Darrow who lived at 510 Ridge Street (ACDB
66-420). According to tax records, he immediately built his home

which James Alexander described in 1874 as "a tasteful and

neat brick residence" (Early Charlottesville, p. 107).

Brechin built a second house next door in 1881. 1In the

early 1900s he occupied 500 Ridge Street himself, and his

son Andrew M. Brechin occupied this house. He deeded both

to his son in 1924 (city DB 46-142). At some point, the

house at 506 Ridge Street was enlarged and remodeled.

Existing records give no indication of which house was built

first or when this house was enlarged. The Pilot Life

Insurance Company, purchased 506 Ridge Street at auction in

1938 and sold it the following year (DB 171-486, 175-271).

Catherine Tyler Brown bought it in 1959 and lived there

until her death in 1971 (DB 216-337). It is still owned by

her estate and is used as rental property.

1993: The estate of Catherine Brown sold it in 1983 to Donald R. Gourley and
W. Gregory Bull (DB 435-286). James Caravati and B. F. & W.

D. Pilkey purchased the house in 1989 (DB 536-557).

Additional deed reference: DB 206-404; WB 15-36.

SIGNIFICANCE & RELATION TO EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Gothic cottage origins of this intriguing house can be seen
in the tall and narrow windows, the triangular transoms, and
the profile of the steep gables still visible in the brick



walls. The enlargement of the house to a full two storeys
apparently was done at an early date.The Brechin House has
been individually designated as a local historic landmark
and it is an important building in the Ridge Street Historic
District.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

City Records
Charlottesville City Deed Book

County Records
Albemarle County Deed Books

Book
Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville

Map
1877 Charlottesville Map

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media VDHR Neg # Frames Date

B&W 35mm photos 13471 8 - 10 1/ /1994

CRM MANAGEMENT EVENTS

MISSING DATA ELEMENT

CRM Event Agency/Organization Date

Survey PAVA/Smead and City/Bibb / /1978

IPS data entry-PAVA (Smead)
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