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STREET ADDRESS: #10 University Circle HISTORIC NAME : Raleigh Court
MAP & PARCEL: 5-44 DATE / PERIOD . 1926-27
. STYLE : Colonial Revival
g:gssléiTTRZAOC;lNAGNZD BREO;:K. HEIGHT (fo cornice) OR STORIES. 3% storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: C. M. Wade & Grover T. Failes DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 125' x 95' (11,875 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Rental Property (20 apartments) CONDITION : Good
| PRESENT USE: Rental Property (20 apartments) SURVEYOR . Bibb
PRESENT OWNER Wade Estate, Eleanor W. Tremblay, Exec.DATE OF SURVEY:K Summer 1983
ADDRESS: <¢/o E. Gerald Tremblay SOURCES : City Records

105 East High Street - Mrs. Gerald Tremblay (Eleanor Wade
Charlottesville, Virginia Tremblay)
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This handsome 3%-storey Colonial Revival apartment building is U-shaped, with wings projecting forward from the four
bays at each end of the 12-bay facade. Two-storey semi~circular porticoes are centered on each of these three 4-bay
sections of the facade: the central portion and the ends of the two wings. The building is set on a very high
foundation of brick laid in 5-course American bond, with the front yard filled in nearly to the level of the concrete
water table, so that the basement is above ground on three sides. Thus, the building is essentially L4i-storeys tall.
Wall construction is of tile faced with brick laid in 8-course American-with-Flemish bond. The building has a
mediumpitched hip roof, covered with composition shingles, with a boxed cornice and frieze. There are three capped
interior chimeys. To give the building a more domestic scale in this neighborhood of single-family homes, a massive
entablature with dental moulding continues from the porticoes around the entire building above the second storey,
covering most of the area between the second and third storey windows. Windows are double-sash, B-over-8 light in
the central portion of the facade and 6-over-6 light in the wings. Tripartite windows (6-over-6 flanked by h-over-4)
in the wings overlook the courtyard. The windows are the same height at all three levels, and all have wooden sills
and architrave trim. There are also some smaller double-sash windows on the side and rear elevations. Basement

{ windows are 6-over-6 on the end and rear elevations and casement windows in window wells on the facade. There are
four gable-roofed dormers over the central portion of the facade, one on the facade of each wing, two on the inside
of each wing, four on the outside, and seven on the rear elevation. They have weatherboarded sides and corner '
pilasters, and each has a slightly smaller 6-over-6 light window, except the center rear dormer which is wider and has
two L-over-4 light windows. The 2-storey, flat-roofed, semi-circular porticoes cover the two center bays of each
L-bay section of the facade. Two Tuscan columns support the flat roof with entablature and paneled balustrade. There

are porches with wrought iron balustrades at both levels of the porticoes. Access is by 15-1ight doors in both bays.
Above the first storey porches, there are small entablatureswith tiny dentils set behind the columns. The name

""RALEIGH COURT' is written in raised letters on the first storey frieze of the center portico. The two interior
corners of the building within the courtyard are clipped and there is a frontispiece entrance at the first level of
each: The 15-1ight door is flanked by fluted pilasters carrying an entablature above a semi-elliptical panel with

a moulded fan. There is a medallion on the frieze above each pilaster. There is abasement entrance in the front bay
on each end of the building, with consoles supporting a shed-roofed hood with cornice and frieze. A new shed-roofed
porch with brick piers covers most of the rest of the basement level of the western end of the building. There is a

10-1ight entrance door with sidelights and entablature in the third bay. There are seven garage doors and an
entrance door at the basement level of the rear elevation.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

C. M. Wade and Grover T. Failes purchased this lot in University Place subdivision in 1925 (City DB 52-222). Tax
records show that construction of Raleigh Court began the next year, about the time the Rugby Apartments next door

were completed. Although he had no formal training in architecture, C. M. Wade designed this building and the

others built by the firm of Wade and Failes. Raleigh Court and the Rugby Apartments were built to be T uxury :
apartments with large rooms, nicely detailed woodwork,and fireplaces. Wade received Raleigh Court when the partners “

divided their assets in 1927 (DB 57-254) and it is still owned by his children (DB 116-296, 135-250, 210-139, 274-335;
WB 9-87, 14-364).
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1 HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM —
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g}?;s”“'“dd”’” 10 University Circle
Town/City Charlottesville
Historicname ~ Raleigh Court Apartments Common name
U wood frame (siding: 1 weatherboard, [ shingle, [ aluminum, 3 bricktex, O —— : }
brick (bond: (0 Flemish, [ stretcher, C?ﬂgﬁ;cowggAqﬁngyw i mmggigm;_ﬁpvdarkrnederick;mpossibly
L stone(TJ randomrubble, (3 random ashlar, " coursed dshlar, i " "o ______sheathing.
Material O log(siding: O weatherboard, (3 shingle, [J aluminum, bricktex, {7l )
O stucco 7 castiron
O concrete block [} terracotta
O enameled steel i glass and metal
O other:
Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
01 O 2% O shed i mansard [ slate O tile
0 1% a3 f 0O gable 3 gambrel O wood shingle 0O pressed tin
02 @ 3> O pediment (1 parapet B} composition 0 not visible
o ATt &~ hipped O flat O standing seam metal
0 other: £l other
Dormers Number bf bays — Main facade
10 O 3 O shed O hipped 2 1 4 07z
11 O 4 B3-gable O o2 0 s 28
t 2 /8. O pedimented O3 M6 e
.«)‘//;‘vq'f
Porch Stories Bays General description
1“yes O no O Tt 03 O t{center) 2 [J 4 Semicircular Roman Doric porticoes
hree identical 72 I [J 1 (side) i1 3 o
porticos on frant
juilding type
O detached house 0 garage {1 government L1 industrial
OO detached town house 0 farmhouse {ZJ commercial (office) {7 school
O row house & apartment building ) commercial (store) % church
[0 double house ] gas station T} railroad y
tyle/ eriod (;?”K7*“ D [ i
;y p i ? Revival ate 1927 Architect/builder

ocation and description of entrance

LR R

Miscellaneous descriptive information {plan, exterior and interior decoration,
cornice/eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

Probably the most handsome apartment building of its
period in the District, Raleigh Court features an
Bl n with forecourt and three semicircular two~story

<% | porticoes. The dark-red brick-clad building rises
4| 3% stories, but the architect has skillfully broken
down its mass by careful articulation, and thus the
building does not seem as large as it actually is.
There is a full basement story entered at grade at
the rear. Trim is wood, painted white.

A similar building, Rugby Apartments, sctands
next door at no. 4.

Historical information

Source

Surveyedby Jeff 0'Dell, VHLC Date 4-83; §-83
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