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Public Engagement

+

Stakeholder Input

+

Conceptual Design

AGENDA Process Overview

Public Engagement Process and Input

Conceptual Design Review

Next Steps



Process/Schedule

We are here!

Board of Architectural Review

Next Steps

• Steering and Technical 

Committees:

Tree Commission,

Bike/Ped. Committee,

PLACE Design Task Force     

August / September

• City Council 

October

June 1
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• To replace an insufficient and deteriorating bridge for vehicular, bicyclists and 

pedestrian usage

• To improve pedestrian and bicycle access along this corridor from the Belmont 

neighborhood to the downtown mall and neighborhoods to the north

• To improve aesthetics along this corridor and linkage path to downtown

• To create a “gateway” to downtown from the south

• To create synergy for economic development

• To minimize disturbing existing utilities

• To minimize disruption of the CSX/BBRR active rail-line and railroad operations

• To minimize impact and disruption of Pavilion events

• To minimize impact and disruption to the Downtown Transit Center 

• To minimize vehicular and pedestrian traffic impact and disruption to 

surrounding businesses and travelling public 

Project Purpose 

and Need …

… per the 

project RFP
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Project Goals and 

Objectives …

… from City Council 

adopted language

 Bridge is the gateway into downtown

 Maintain 25 MPH speed limit

 Two lanes – one in each direction

 Views to the mountains and of the railroad tracks should be preserved

 Innovative, entertaining design

 Separate pedestrian, vehicles, and bicycles

 Reduce the bridge length

 Enhance the landscape design elements on the approaches

 Accent lighting to showcase the bridge

 Bike lanes 10’, pedestrian lanes 10’ and traffic lanes 11’



Stakeholder & Public Engagement
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Steering 

Committee

1 Amy Gardner Belmont Neighborhood

2 John Harrison Business Community 

3 Patrick Healy Ridge Street Neighborhood

4 Heather Danforth Hill North Downtown Neighborhood

5 Harry Holsinger Martha Jefferson Neighborhood

6 Tim Mohr PLACE Design Task Force 

7 Scott Paisley PLACE Design Task Force 

8 John Santoski Planning Commission 

9 Lena Seville CAT Advisory Board 

10 Fred Wolf PLACE Design Task Force 

11 Brennan Duncan NDS – Traffic Engineer

12 Tony Edwards NDS – Development Services Manager

13 Alex Ikefuna NDS Director

14 Jeanette Janiczek NDS – UCI Program Manager 

15 Carrie Rainey NDS – Urban Designer 

16 Marty Silman NDS – City Engineer  



Jason McIlwee Public Utilities Engineer

Camie Mess NDS – Historic Preservation Assistant

Heather Newmeyer NDS – Neighborhood Planner 

Stacy Pethia NDS – Housing Program Coordinator 

Amanda Poncy NDS – Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 

Carrie Rainey NDS – Urban Designer 

Michael Ronayne City Arborist

Mary Joy Scala NDS – Preservation & Design Planner

William Scalfani Police Crime prevention Unit 

Rick Siebert Parking Manager

Marty Silman NDS – City Engineer  

Lance Stewart P/W – Public Services / Facilities Mgr. 

Dan Sweet P/U – Stormwater Utility Administrator 

Tich Tablan Assistant Fire Marshal 

Stephen Walton Assistant Fire Marshal 
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Matthew Alfele NDS – Neighborhood Planner

Missy Creasy NDS – Assistant Director 

Jay Davis City Fire Marshal 

Brennan Duncan NDS – Traffic Engineer

Susan Elliott P/W – Environmental 

Tom Elliott NDS –Building Code Official 

Craig Fabio NDS – Asst.  Zoning Administrator

David Frazier NDS – VSMP E&S Specialist

Chris Gensic Parks and Trail Planner 

Brian Haluska NDS – Neighborhood Planner

Christian Chirico Public Utilities – Gas Utility Project Assistant

Charles Kanary CAT Acting Asst. Transit Mgr. - Maintenance

Juwhan Lee CAT Asst. Transit Mgr. – Operations 

John Mann Parks – Landscape Manager 

Technical Committee



Belmont Bridge Replacement 
August 15, 2017   Board of Architectural Review Meeting

Stakeholder Groups

 ADA Advisory Committee

 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 

Committee

 Board of Architectural Review 

 Downtown Business Association 

of Charlottesville / Chamber of 

Commerce 

 PLACE Design Task Force

 Planning Commission

 Tree Commission 



Outreach & Engagement

Steering Committee Meetings

Small Stakeholder Group Meetings

Mobility Summit

MetroQuest Survey

Design Charrette

Open House

3,500+

1,250+

30,500+

touch points

written comments

individual data points

Since February 2017

Topical Online Survey

x4

x18

100+ attendees

896 responses

3 days + 3 public sessions

60+ attendees

244 responses 

Belmontbridge.org
2,196 unique users

8,053 page views



Public Input: Common Themes and Key Takeaways

• Design a functional, integrated design

• Improve connectivity – emphasis on relationship 
between downtown and neighborhoods 

• Design focus on multimodal functionality and safety

• Create safe bike and pedestrian facilities

• Include improved, safe street crossings – calm traffic to 
reduce travel speed

• Improve intersections and approaches
(traffic functions, bike/pedestrian safety, aesthetics)

• Do not negatively impact access to local businesses 

• Create opportunities for landscaping and public spaces 

• Address short term and long term parking needs



Open House Takeaways June 1, 2017

Supported: Overall Corridor Plan: closing Old Avon at Garrett

Supported: Protected bike lane and wide sidewalks

Supported: No Landscaped medians – wider perimeter landscape on 

approaches

Supported: Lighting approach 

More Discussion: Options for at-grade crosswalk and passageway 
under 9th Street 

More Discussion: Turning movements at Graves Street and 9th Street 

More Discussion: Stairs on east and west sides with mezzanine 
connection – study ADA ramp options 



Conceptual Design



Corridor Plan



Corridor Plan Plant Palette

GENERAL VEGETATIVE SELECTION CRITERIA

Adhere to Charlottesville Master Tree List

Tough, rugged, not susceptible to drought

Tolerant of salt, roadway + urban environments

Not shallow-rooted

Ecologically sensitive (native where possible)

Historically significant (where achievable)

Disease-resistant

Seasonal interest

High aesthetic quality

Provide psychological benefits

Gateway: Vegetation used to differentiate space and 

engender sense of ‘arrival.’ Single species, 3- to 4-

season interest, upright branching pattern. 

Plazas: Vegetative emphasis on aesthetic quality, 

ecologically-conscious specimen plantings, diversity of 

species, mixed textures and growth habits, canopy and 

understory trees.

9th Street: High-canopy shade trees with upright 

branching to provide filtered or dappled shade during 

warmest months; heat-tolerant, contextually 

appropriate, most tolerant of urban environments.

Support Streetscape: Fits into contextual environment 

of existing and proposed vegetation; supplemental 

plantings to match surrounding aesthetic quality. 

Supportive streetscape plantings located in areas such 

as parking lots, side streets, etc.

Existing street 

trees to remain

PLAZAS
PLAZAS

SUPPORT 

STREETSCAPE

GATEWAY

Seasonal 

Interest

PLAZAS

Shade + Specimen 

Trees

9th STREET

Urban Vegetation / 

Streetscape

SUPPORT 

STREETSCAPE

Supplemental / 

Contextual Vegetation

Corridor Plant Palette



Plant Palette– Gateway Vegetation

Ginkgo Tree (Male)

G. biloba

Scarlet Oak

Q. coccinea

GATEWAY PLANTINGS:

Vegetation used to differentiate space and engender sense of 

‘arrival.’ Single species, 3- to 4-season interest, upright 

branching pattern.

‘Green Mountain’ 

Silver Linden

T. tomentosa

‘Green Mountain’

NOTE:

All plants shown are referenced from Charlottesville Master 

Tree List (10/2016) and/or existing vegetation currently on 

site. Only a portion of species shown are recommended for 

use within the plant palettes suggested for each area.



Plant Palette– 9th Street Vegetation

9th STREET PLANTINGS: 

High-canopy shade trees with upright branching to provide 

filtered or dappled shade during warmest months; heat-tolerant, 

contextually appropriate, most tolerant of urban environments.

Sycamore

P. occidentalis

American Elm

‘Jefferson’

U. americana

‘Armstrong’ Red Maple 

A. rubrum ‘Armstrong’

NOTE:

All plants shown are referenced from Charlottesville Master 

Tree List (10/2016) and/or existing vegetation currently on 

site. Only a portion of species shown are recommended for 

use within the plant palettes suggested for each area.



London Planetree

P. x acerifolia

Paperbark Maple

A. griseum

Willow Oak

Q. phellos

Serviceberry (multi-stem)

A. grandiflora

PLAZA PLANTINGS:

Vegetative emphasis on aesthetic quality, ecologically-conscious 

specimen plantings, diversity of species, mixed textures and 

growth habits, canopy and understory trees.

Plant Palette– Plaza Vegetation

Flowering Dogwood

C. florida

‘Flame’ Amur Maple

A. ginnala ‘Flame’

NOTE:

All plants shown are referenced from Charlottesville Master 

Tree List (10/2016) and/or existing vegetation currently on 

site. Only a portion of species shown are recommended for 

use within the plant palettes suggested for each area.



SUPPORT PLANTINGS:

Fits into contextual environment of existing and proposed vegetation; 

supplemental plantings to match surrounding aesthetic quality. 

Supportive streetscape plantings located in areas such as parking 

lots, side streets, etc.

Plant Palette– Supporting Vegetation

American 

Hornbeam

C. caroliniana

Eastern Redbud

C. canadensis

Serviceberry 

(multi-stem)

A. grandiflora

Willow Oak

Q. phellos

‘Armstrong’ Red Maple 

A. rubrum ‘Armstrong’

Shumard Oak

Q. shumardii

River Birch

B. nigra

‘Heritage’

NOTE:

All plants shown are referenced from Charlottesville Master 

Tree List (10/2016) and/or existing vegetation currently on 

site. Only a portion of species shown are recommended for 

use within the plant palettes suggested for each area.



Corridor Planting Tree Pits

ALTERNATE: Custom Metal Tree GratePlanted Tree Pit

City Standard Tree Pit Planting



Corridor Hardscape Plaza Paving

Colored & Scored Concrete

COLOR PALETTE- BASE COLOR PALETTE- ALTERNATE



Corridor Hardscape Streetscape Paving

Apricot

Asphalt Paving

Asphalt Paving 

Painted Bike Lanes & Crosswalks

10’ WIDE, 

CONCRETE 

SIDEWALK

7’ WIDE,

DESIGNATED

BIKE LANE

Scored Concrete Sidewalk

ASPHALT 

PARKING,



Corridor Hardscape Intersection Paving

Painted Asphalt

Stamped Concrete

CROSSWALK

TREATMENT

DuraTherm Asphalt Surfacing



Corridor Hardscape Site Walls

Formed Concrete Seat Wall

Raised Concrete Planter Raised Planter | Seat WallRaised Concrete Planter and Seat Wall



Corridor Site Furnishings

Arlington Series (UF9116)

6’ Bench, Color Tan

Light Bollard (LF-FGP) Pedestrian Light (LF-FGP)
Arlington Series (UF9116)

6’ Bench, Color Tan

Arlington Series

Trash Receptacle, Color Tan

Thermoplastic Wave Bike Rack

64”, Color Black



Corridor Roadway Sections

Looking North on 9th St. from Graves 
St.

Looking North on 9th St. from North of Bridge

Looking North on 9th St. on Belmont Bridge



Railings: Bridge Parapet and Approaches

Axon View View from mall approach

2”x 4” Elliptical leaning rail on 

½” tapered steel bar stanchions 

mtd. to embed plate in parapet wall



Railings: Bridge Parapet and Approaches

Section Elevation

2 1/2”x 6” Elliptical leaning rail on 

½” tapered steel bar stanchions 

mtd. to embed plate in parapet wall

2.5” x 6”

powder coated steel

top rail

powder coated steel rod

powder coated steel plate

2.5” x 6”

powder coated steel

top rail

powder coated steel rod

powder coated steel plate



Railings: Stairs, Ramps and Mezzanine

Perspective from Landing Perspective from Water Street



Water St – West 

Railings: Stairs, Ramps and Mezzanine

Axon of Railing and Brackets Stock ‘Jakob Rope System’ w/ Frame

½” stl bar ptd. w/ railing and

mounting brackets to be fabricated

Stock stainless steel tube and

cable mesh system



Water St – West 

Railings: Stairs, Ramps and Mezzanine

Axon of Railing and Brackets Stock ‘Jakob Rope System’ w/ Frame

cable mesh system

powder coated steel plate

powder coated steel plate

3mm dia. ( .118”-8.7 gauge)

3mm dia. 

( .118”-8.7 gauge)



3D Rendering – Looking East from Water St. Street

CSX Fencing



Cable Net – 98% Transparency Section View From Bridge Sidewalk

Concept 2CSX Fencing



CSX Fencing:

Application of Jakob System w/ curved tube frame Jakob Rope System w/ Frame



Model Views

Walls Formed Precast 

Blue Ridge Mountain Outcropping Intermittent Shadows Produced by

Convex /Concave Faceted Panels 

Precast Concrete: Modular Panel System

Precast Panels - Modules



Model Views

Walls Green Screen

Trellis Panel: 3’ - 4’ module Precast mounting DetailTrellis Panel on Masonry Wall



Landscape Forms FGP Pedestrian Light 

*Light fixture selected will be consistent with the West Main St. streetscape

Landscape Forms Ashbery Pedestrian Light 

Lighting Types

Lighting Pedestrian Walkway



Landscape Forms FGP Pedestrian Light 

Perspective Views

Lighting Pedestrian Walkway



Recessed Wall Fixture at Parapet

Lighting Types

Lighting Site and Accent

Recessed Handrail Fixture



Rendering – From Mall Looking South East – Recessed Wall Fixtures

Lighting Site and Accent

Perspective Views

Update



Lighting Site and Accent

Perspective Views

Update

Rendering – From Mall Looking South East – Railing Light



Rendering –View from Water Street with Pier Uplights and Railing Light Mall 
Looking East (w/Art Installation)

Lighting Site and Accent

Perspective Views

Update



Water St – West 

Paving: Mall Access

Scored Concrete module

Concrete module 

To mimic mall granite pattern



Water St – West 

Walls: South Abutment 

West Elevation at Tunnel

West Elevation

West Elevation - Typical Components

Flat and Beveled 

Modular  Precast 

Panels 

3’ modular Green 

Screen Panels

Potential location for Mural

or Replacement of Graffiti

wall



Open Design Issues



Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad

Issues Summary – At-Grade Crossing at Graves Street
• Crossing is a desirable, convenient location for Belmont residents to cross 9th Street

• Conflicting and potentially unsafe conditions at crossing

• 9 Crashes at Graves and 9th Street (2012 – 2016)

• 2 crashes involved pedestrians in/near existing crosswalk

• Existing 6% grade along 9th Street – high travel speeds 

• Existing crosswalk is 190’ north of signalized crosswalk at 9th/Avon/Graves/Levy 

Intersection

• Crosswalk is not in accordance with Streets That Work or VDOT guidance



Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad

Concept

• Pedestrian passageway beneath 9th Street

• Provides east-west accessible route under 9th Street for bikes and pedestrians

• 10’+/- tall and 21’ wide – emphasis on good lighting 

• Opportunity to promote new, safer mobility patterns 

• Will help activate 6th Street, South Street and Old Avon Block with planned redevelopment

• Maintain existing pedestrian crosswalk north of Graves Street on 9th

• Stairs on west side and/or sidewalk in Old Avon R/W provide access to 9th Street

• Pedestrian upgrades at intersection at Levy – Old Avon – Garrett  for improved mobility 



Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad

Steering Committee Endorsed

• Maintain existing pedestrian crosswalk north of Graves Street on 9th Street

• Construct pedestrian passageway beneath 9th Street

• Stairs on west side and/or sidewalk in Old Avon R/W provide access to 9th Street

• Pedestrian upgrades at intersection at Levy – Old Avon – Garrett  for improved mobility 

Staff / Consultant Recommendation

• Remove existing pedestrian crosswalk north of Graves Street on 9th

• Construct pedestrian passageway beneath 9th Street 

• Stairs on west side and/or sidewalk in Old Avon R/W provide access to 9th Street

• Pedestrian upgrades at intersection at Levy – Old Avon – Garrett  for improved mobility 



Graves Street Access

Issues Summary

• Existing condition allows full movement turn 

entering and exiting Graves at 9th Street

• South-bound left turns on to 9th can create 

congestion on east side, impact traffic on 9th 

Street 

Current Concept

• Prohibit left turns from Graves Street to 9th Street 

(Avon Street) SB

• Allow left turns from 9th Street (Avon Street) SB

• Allow right-in and right-out movements from 

Graves Street

Benefits of Restricting Lefts out of Graves Street

• Improved Safety - 8 Crashes in last 5 years 

(2012-2016)

• Improves traffic operations at 

9th/Avon/Levy/Garret

• Decreases delay for SB traffic on 9th/Avon



Graves Street Access

Steering Committee Endorsed & Staff/Consultant 

Recommendation:

• Prohibit left turns from Graves Street to 9th Street (Avon Street) 

SB

• Allow left turns from 9th Street (Avon Street) SB

• Allow right-in and right-out movements from Graves Street

Alternatives Under Review (as directed by the Steering Committee)

• Allow lefts out of Graves Street with Time of Day 

Restrictions

- Potential enforcement issue

• Convert Monticello to 2-way operation 

- Eliminates on street parking 

• Reverse Monticello to 1-way SB

- Difficult turning movements at Levy

• Continued observation of current circulation 

patterns/needs for businesses/residents

• Analysis of existing site needs for business deliveries



Vertical Circulation North of Water Street

Issues Summary 

• Lack of connectivity / Accessible routes east to west

• Lack of vertical circulation from Water Street to bridge

Current Concept

• Stairs to Water Street from 9th Street:

• NW Quadrant (Sprint Pavilion Side)

• NE Quadrant (Lexus Nexus Side)

• Stairs/Mezzanine Connection between bridge 

and Water Street for NW to NE pedestrian 

connection



Vertical Circulation North of Water Street

Steering Committee Endorsed & Staff/Consultant Recommendation:

• Mezzanine 

• Stairs to Water Street in NW/NE quadrant

• Ramp option – to be analyzed against budget constraints and required tradeoffs



Vertical Circulation North of Water Street

Alternatives Under Review

• NW/NE Ramps from 9th Street to Mezzanine and NW/NE Stairs to 

Water Street from Mezzanine:

• Accessible Route from 9th Street (both sides) to Downtown Mall

• No direct accessible route to Water Street from 9th Street

• Requires reconstruction of existing block retaining wall on Water Street

• Cost of wall replacement may reduce aesthetic site improvements due to  budget constraints
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Public Engagement

+

Stakeholder Input

+

Conceptual Design

AGENDA Process Overview

Review for Comprehensive Plan Consistency 

Public Engagement Overview

Conceptual Design Review

Next Steps

• Steering and Technical Committees:

Tree Commission, Bike/Ped Committee, &

Place Design Task Force

August / September

• BAR Presentation #2 TBD

• City Council Presentation and Action   TBD



Thank you…. Questions?




















	BAR_Belmont Bridge_Aug 2017_1
	Structure Bookmarks
	Belmont Bridge Replacement
	Stakeholder & Public Engagement
	Conceptual Design
	Corridor
	Corridor Plan 
	Corridor 
	Corridor Planting 
	Corridor Hardscape
	Corridor Hardscape 
	Corridor Hardscape 
	Corridor Hardscape 
	Corridor 
	Corridor 
	Railings: 
	Railings: 
	Railings: 
	Railings: 
	Railings: 
	CSX Fencing
	CSX Fencing
	CSX Fencing:
	Walls
	Walls
	Lighting
	Lighting
	Lighting
	Lighting
	Lighting
	Lighting
	Paving: 
	Walls: 
	Open Design Issues
	Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad
	Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad
	Pedestrian Circulation South of Railroad
	Graves Street Access
	Graves Street Access
	Vertical Circulation North of Water Street
	Vertical Circulation North of Water Street
	Vertical Circulation North of Water Street
	Thank you…. Questions?


	BAR_Belmont Bridge_Aug2017_0
	JS Comments



