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November 21, 2018 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application (Historic Conservation District) 
BAR 18-11-02 
214 18th Street NE 
Tax Parcel 55A107000 
John R. Diven, Owner 
Shelter Associates, LTD, Applicant 
Enclosing porch 
 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
The above referenced project was discussed before a meeting of the City of Charlottesville Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) on November 20, 2018. The following action was taken: 

 
Motion: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including Historic 
Conservation District Guidelines for New Construction and Additions, I move to find that the 
proposed porch enclosure satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible with this property and other 
properties in the Woolen Mills Village Historic Conservation District, and that the BAR approves the 
application as submitted with the condition the applicant submit to staff all pertinent information 
regarding the porch enclosure including construction drawings (for exterior work), exterior material 
(list), window and door cut sheets, and paint colors. 

 
 
If you would like to hear the specifics of the discussion, the meeting video is on-line at: 
http://charlottesville.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1331 
 
This certificate of appropriateness shall expire in 18 months (May 20, 2020), unless within that time period you have 
either: been issued a building permit for construction of the improvements if one is required, or if no building permit is 
required, commenced the project. You may request an extension of the certificate of appropriateness before this approval 
expires for one additional year for reasonable cause. (See City Code Section 34-280. Validity of certificates of 
appropriateness.) 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 434-970-3130 or wernerjb@charlottesville.org. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Jeff Werner 
 
 
----------------------------- 
Jeff Werner, AICP 
Historic Preservation and Design Planner 
City of Charlottesville 
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Neighborhood Development Services 
City Hall | P.O. Box 911 
610 East Market Street 
Charlottesville, VA  22902 
Phone: 434.970.3130  
Email: wernerjb@charlottesville.org 
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CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE 
BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
STAFF REPORT  
November 20, 2018 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application (Historic Conservation District) 
BAR 18-11-02 
214 18th Street NE 
Tax Parcel 55A107000 
John R. Diven, Owner/ 
Shelter Associates, LTD, /Applicant 
Enclose porch 
 

   
Background 
Constructed in 1925, this two-story American Foursquare house is located in the Woolen Mills Village 
Historic Conservation District. Stucco covers the exterior walls of the house, and the gabled roof is 
covered with standing seam metal. 
 
Application 
Applicant submitted: 

 Shelter Associate, LTD received October 22, 2018: three pages including sketch plan and photos 
of existing conditions. 

 City of Charlottesville NDS Building Permit information received Nov 6, 2018: seven pages 
include sketch plan and photos. 

 
Request to enclose lower, ground-level patio (below deck, at south elevation).  
 
Discussion and Recommendations 
Staff found that without prior BAR review this project is under construction, if not already completed, 
which violates the intent of the HC District regulations. However, this COA request is voluntary and not 
the result of that determination by staff.  
 
Regardless of the submittal sequence, staff finds this request generally complies with the district 
guidelines and recommends approval with the condition the applicant submit to staff all pertinent 
information regarding the porch enclosure including construction drawings (for exterior work), exterior 
material (list), window and door cut sheets, and paint colors. 
 
Note: The regulations and guidelines for projects within a Historic Conservation District (HCD) are, by 
design, less rigid than those for an ADC District or an IPP. The HCD designation is intended to preserve 
the character-defining elements of the neighborhoods and to assure that new construction is not 
inappropriate to that character, while minimally imposing on current residents who may want to upgrade 
their homes. Within the existing HCDs are buildings and/or areas that might easily qualify for an ADC 
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District or as an IPP; however, in evaluating proposals within HCDs, the BAR may apply only the HCD 
requirements and guidelines.  
 
 
Suggested Motion 
Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including Historic Conservation District 
Guidelines for New Construction and Additions, I move to find that the proposed porch enclosure 
satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible with this property and other properties in the Woolen Mills 
Village Historic Conservation District, and that the BAR approves the application as submitted. 
 

…as submitted with the condition the applicant submit to staff all pertinent information regarding 
the porch enclosure including construction drawings (for exterior work), exterior material (list), 
window and door cut sheets, and paint colors. 

 
 
Criteria, Standards, and Guidelines 
Review Criteria Generally 
Sec. 34-284(b) of the City Code states that,  
In considering a particular application the BAR shall approve the application unless it finds: 
(1) That the proposal does not meet specific standards set forth within this division or applicable 

provisions of the Design Guidelines established by the board pursuant to Sec.34-288(6); and 
(2) The proposal is incompatible with the historic, cultural or architectural character of the district in 

which the property is located or the protected property that is the subject of the application. 
 
Pertinent Standards for Review of Construction and Alterations include: 
1) Whether the material, texture, color, height, scale, mass and placement of the proposed addition, 

modification or construction are visually and architecturally compatible with the site and the 
applicable design control district; 

2) The harmony of the proposed change in terms of overall proportion and the size and placement of 
entrances, windows, awnings, exterior stairs and signs; 

3) The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation set forth within the Code of 
4) Federal Regulations (36 C.F.R. §67.7(b)), as may be relevant; 
5) The effect of the proposed change on the historic district neighborhood; 
6) The impact of the proposed change on other protected features on the property, such as gardens, 

landscaping, fences, walls and walks; 
7) Whether the proposed method of construction, renovation or restoration could have an adverse impact 

on the structure or site, or adjacent buildings or structures; 
8) Any applicable provisions of the City’s Design Guidelines. 
 
Pertinent Design Review Guidelines for New Construction and Additions (HC District) 
Building Form – roofs and porches 
1. Roof forms should reference contributing buildings on the same street or surrounding area. Other roof 

forms may be approved by the BAR when contextually appropriate. 
2. If many of the contributing buildings on the same street have porches, then it is strongly 

recommended that the design of a new residence includes a porch or similar form of similar width and 
depth. 

 
Building Openings – orientation, doors and windows 
1. A single entrance door (or main entrance of a multifamily dwelling) facing the street is 

recommended. 
2. Window and door patterns and the ratio of solids (wall area) to voids (window and door area) of new 

buildings should be compatible with contributing buildings in the surrounding area. 
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3. Windows should be simple shapes compatible with those on contributing buildings, which are 
generally vertically oriented in residential areas. 

 
 
Building Materials and Textures 
1. The selection of materials and textures for a new building should relate architecturally to the district, 

and should be compatible with and complementary to neighboring buildings. 
2. Long-lasting, durable and natural materials are preferred, including brick, wood, stucco, and 

cementitious siding and standing seam metal roofs. Clear glass windows (VLT of 70% or more) are 
preferred. 

 
Building Paint 
1. Painting unpainted brick or other masonry is discouraged because it is irreversible and may cause 

moisture problems. 
 

Design Guidelines specific to the Woolen Mills Village HC District 
Architectural character-defining features: 
1. Encourage one-story front porches; 
2. Encourage garages to be located in the rear yards 
3. The levels of a building’s stories should be consistent with those on surrounding structures with 

respect to the natural grade [for example, a first floor should not be raised so that it is higher than 
most surrounding first floors] 

4. Do not exclude well-designed, new contemporary architecture [there may be a misconception that 
only historic-looking new buildings are permitted] 

5. Encourage standing seam metal roofs 
6. Maintain and encourage tree canopy [Maintain the existing tree canopy and encourage new large 

shade trees] 
7. Maintain neighborhood massing and form; encourage the use of sustainable materials 
8. Encourage existing site features (wrought iron fencing, stone walls, shared streets) 
9. Encourage good stewardship of Riverview Cemetery. 
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