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August BAR Decision

Watkins, Robert <watkinsro@charlottesville.gov>
Wed 8/19/2020 2�34 PM

To:  Andrew Jenkins <anddjenk@gmail.com>
Cc:  Werner, Jeffrey B <wernerjb@charlottesville.gov>

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
BAR 20-08-01 
401 Ridge Street
Tax Parcel 290273000 
Owner/Applicant: Andrew Jenkins 
New fence 

Dear Andrew:

Last night, the Board of Architectural Review reviewed the project listed above. They approved your
project with the consent agenda. Breck Gastinger moved to approve the consent agenda and Jody
Lahendro seconded. The consent angenda passed (8-0). 

The consent agenda passed assuming the following motion: 

Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including City Design Guidelines for
Site Design and Elements, I move to find that the proposed fencing satisfies the BAR’s criteria and are
compatible with this property and other properties in the Ridge Street ADC District, and that the BAR
approves the application as submitted.

Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

Thanks!

Robert

Robert Watkins
Assistant Historic Preservation and Design Planner
Neighborhood Development Services
PO Box 911
Charlottesville, VA 22902
(434) 970-3398
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City of Charlottesville 

Board of Architectural Review 

Staff Report  

August 18, 2020 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

BAR 20-08-01 

401 Ridge Street / Tax Parcel 290273000 

Andrew Jenkins, Owner and Applicant 

Fence 

 

 
 

Background 

Year Built:  c1891 

District: Ridge Street ADC District 

Status:  Contributing 

 

For over a century after its construction this was Presiding Elder’s House for the Charlottesville 

District of the Methodist Church. It is two-story brick housed has an irregular Queen Anne 

massing and a high hip roof. (Historic survey attached.) 

 

Previous BAR Review 

N/A 

 

Application 

 Applicant’s submittal: BAR application, narrative, and site photos (5 pages). 

 

Request for a CoA to construct a stained, wood fence at the side yard (south). At the front and 

rear, the fence will be 5-ft tall. Due to the first floor window heights at the neighboring house, 

405 Ridge Street, the applicant is requesting approval for this section of fence to be 7-ft in 

height. (405 Ridge Street is a halfway house operated by the United Way of Charlottesville and 

“provides a safe and structured living environment to assist women in early recovery from drug 

and/or alcohol addiction and mental health challenges, to heal and become healthy, self-reliant 

and productive members of our community.” 

(www.cvillevolunteer.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=72324) 

 

http://www.cvillevolunteer.org/agency/detail/?agency_id=72324
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Discussion and Recommendations 

Relative to Ridge Street, the front section of fencing, aligned with the front of the house, is 60-ft 

from the sidewalk. Additionally, the side yard is at an elevation approximately 6-ft to 10-ft above 

the street grade. This serves to mitigate the visual impact of the requested 7-ft fence segment 

adjacent parallel to the side of 405 Ridge Street.  

 

Staff recommends approval.  

 

 
 

 
 

Suggested Motion  

Approval: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including City Design 

Guidelines for Site Design and Elements, I move to find that the proposed fencing satisfies the 

BAR’s criteria and are compatible with this property and other properties in the Ridge Street 

ADC District, and that the BAR approves the application as submitted. 

 

...as submitted and with the following modifications/conditions:...  
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Denial: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including City Design 

Guidelines for Site Design and Elements, I move to find that the proposed fencing does not 

satisfy the BAR’s criteria and is not compatible with this property and other properties in the 

Ridge Street ADC District, and that for the following reasons the BAR denies the application as 

submitted. 

 

Criteria, Standards, and Guidelines 

Review Criteria Generally 

Sec. 34-284(b) of the City Code states that, in considering a particular application the BAR shall 

approve the application unless it finds: 

(1) That the proposal does not meet specific standards set forth within this division or applicable 

provisions of the Design Guidelines established by the board pursuant to Sec.34-288(6); and 

(2) The proposal is incompatible with the historic, cultural or architectural character of the 

district in which the property is located or the protected property that is the subject of the 

application. 

 

Pertinent Standards for Review of Construction and Alterations include: 

1) Whether the material, texture, color, height, scale, mass and placement of the proposed 

addition, modification or construction are visually and architecturally compatible with the 

site and the applicable design control district; 

2) The harmony of the proposed change in terms of overall proportion and the size and 

placement of entrances, windows, awnings, exterior stairs and signs; 

3) The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation set forth within the Code of 

4) Federal Regulations (36 C.F.R. §67.7(b)), as may be relevant; 

5) The effect of the proposed change on the historic district neighborhood; 

6) The impact of the proposed change on other protected features on the property, such as 

gardens, landscaping, fences, walls and walks; 

7) Whether the proposed method of construction, renovation or restoration could have an 

adverse impact on the structure or site, or adjacent buildings or structures; 

8) Any applicable provisions of the City’s Design Guidelines. 

 

Pertinent Design Review Guidelines for Site Design and Elements 

C. Walls and Fences 

1. Maintain existing materials such as stone walls, hedges, wooden picket fences, and wrought-

iron fences.  

2. When a portion of a fence needs replacing, salvage original parts for a prominent location.  

3. Match old fencing in material, height, and detail.  

4. If it is not possible to match old fencing, use a simplified design of similar materials and 

height.  

5. For new fences, use materials that relate to materials in the neighborhood.  

6. Take design clues from nearby historic fences and walls.  

7. Chain-link fencing, split rail fences, and vinyl plastic fences should not be used.  

8. Traditional concrete block walls may be appropriate.  

9. Modular block wall systems or modular concrete block retaining walls are strongly 

discouraged, but may be appropriate in areas not visible from the public right-of-way.  

10. If street-front fences or walls are necessary or desirable, they should not exceed four (4) feet 

in height from the sidewalk or public right-of-way and should use traditional materials and 

design.  
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11. Residential privacy fences may be appropriate in side or rear yards where not visible from 

the primary street.  

12. Fences should not exceed six (6) feet in height in the side and rear yards.  

13. Fence structure should face the inside of the fenced property.  

14. Relate commercial privacy fences to the materials of the building. If the commercial property 

adjoins a residential neighborhood, use brick or painted wood fence or heavily planted screen 

as a buffer.  

15. Avoid the installation of new fences or walls if possible in areas where there are no are no 

fences or walls and yards are open.  

16. Retaining walls should respect the scale, materials and context of the site and adjacent 

properties.  

17. Respect the existing conditions of the majority of the lots on the street in planning new 

construction or a rehabilitation of an existing site.  













Narrative 

We want to build a wood fence around the side yard of 401 Ridge street. The fence will be all treated lumber and 

stained for a dark finish. I attached a picture of the aerial view of the proposed fence location. The green lines on the 

aerial view will be 5-foot fences and the red line will be a 7-foot fence. The other pictures are of the side yard with the 

red line showing how high a 6-foot fence would be and the green line showing how high a 7-foot fence would be. 

The fence will be for the safety of our kids playing in the yard and for privacy. The reason for the tall height of the fence 

is because both the neighbor and I can both see straight into each other's house and the house next door is a halfway 

home with a lot of strangers who regularly stand at the window watching our kids play in the yard. Because the 

neighbor's house is a little higher, their perspective is just high enough to see clearly over a 6-foot fence. A 7-foot fence 

would make a big difference in privacy and would not block any light into the neighbor's windows. 
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