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ACTIONS 

CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

Regular Meeting 

August 18, 2020 – 5:30 p.m. 

Remote meeting via Zoom 

 
 

BAR Members present: Carl Schwarz (chair), Breck Gastinger (vice chair), Jody Lahendro, Tim Mohr, 

Cheri Lewis, Anderson McClure, Ronald Bailey, James Zehmer 

 

Sonja Lengel absent. 

 

Staff present: Jeff Werner, Robert Watkins, Patrick Cory, Jeanette Janiczek 

 

A. Matters from the public not on the agenda (please limit to 3 minutes) 

Genevieve Keller speaks in favor of the Burley School NRHP nomination. 

 

B. Consent Agenda  

 

1. June 6, 2020 BAR Meeting Minutes 

 

2. Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

 BAR 20-08-01 

 401 Ridge Street 

 Tax Parcel 290273000 

 Owner/Applicant: Andrew Jenkins 

 New fence 

 

3. Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

 BAR 20-07-07 

 422 1st Street North 

 Tax Parcel 330100000 

 Owner: NONCE, LLC 

 Applicant: Julie Kline Dixon, Rosney Co. Architects 

 Exterior alterations and addition 

    

4. Submission for BAR Record 

BAR 18-07-04 

0 East Water Street 

Tax Parcel 570157800 

Owner: Choco-Cruz, LLC 

Applicant: Ashley Davies 

   Interpretive signage and lighting for coal tower 

 

  Carl Schwarz pulls Item 4 (0 Water Street) from the consent agenda. 

 

  Breck Gastinger moves to approve the remaining items on the consent agenda. 

  Jody Lahendro seconds. Consent agenda passes (8-0). 
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  BAR discusses 0 Water Street. 

Breck Gastinger moves: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, 

including City Design Guidelines for Site Design and Elements, I move to find that the 

proposed light fixtures satisfy the conditions of the CoA approved on September 18, 

2018. 

Tim Mohr seconds. Motion passes (8-0). 

 

 C. Deferred Items    

 

  5. Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

BAR 17-11-02 

   167 Chancellor Street 

   Tax Parcel: 090126000 

Owner: Alpha Omicron of Chi Psi Corp. 

   Applicant: Kevin Schafer, Design Develop, LLC 

   Exterior alterations and addition 

  

  Breck Gastinger moves to approve the applicant’s request for a deferral.  

  Jody Lahendro seconds. Motion passes (8-0). 

 

 D. New Items 

 

  6. Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

 BAR 20-08-02 

854 Locust Avenue 

Tax Parcel 510092000 

Owners: Kaitlyn and Alan Taylor 

Applicant: Ashley Davies 

Garage demolition 

 

Cheri Lewis moves: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, 

including City Design Guidelines for Demolitions in Historic Conservation Districts, I 

move to find that the proposed demolition satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible 

with this property and other properties in the Martha Jefferson Historic Conservation 

District, and that the BAR approves the application as submitted with the following 

condition: 

• Prior to demolition the applicant will submit documentation of the structures, 

including photographs and measured drawings.  

Ron Bailey seconds. Motion passes (6-1, James Zehmer opposed). 

  

 D.  Other Business 

 

  9. Staff questions/discussion 

    Letter for Burley School NRHP Nomination 

    BAR expresses support for Burley School NRHP nomination. 
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City of Charlottesville 

Board of Architectural Review 

Staff Report  

August 18, 2020 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application (Historic Conservation District) 

BAR 20-08-02 

854 Locust Avenue 

Tax Parcel 510092000 

Kaitlyn and Alan Taylor, Owners 

Ashley Davies, Applicant 

Garage demolition 

  

  
 

Background 

House: 

Year Built:  1903 

District: Martha Jefferson HC District 

Status:  Contributing 

 

Guest House: 

Year Built:  c. 1920  

Status:  Contributing 

Garage: 

Year Built: 1954 

Status:  Contributing 

 

The property contains an imposing two-story painted-brick dwelling, constructed in 1903 for 

John S. White, a real estate lawyer. A one-story auxiliary building is situated immediately to the 

rear (east) of the house. The building mass is comprised of a frame guesthouse, built around 

1920 according to DHR records, and an abutting concrete-block garage. The guesthouse portion 

of the auxiliary building may have originally been constructed as sleeping quarters for servants; 

the 1910 Census entry lists two Black servants in the household: Susie Miller and Clara Wood. 

(Historic survey in applicant’s submittal.) 

 

Prior BAR Review 

September 2011 - BAR approved CoA to demolish parts of three accessory structures: (A) small 

cinder block addition (c1960) on the guest house and restore the wall with horizontal siding to 
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match; (B) cinder block garage (c1960) attached to the original barn and restore the wall with 

horizontal siding to match; and (C) an open air frame shed (c1970’s).  

http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/621947/BAR_854%20Locust%20Avenue_Sept2

011.pdf 

 

Application 

 Applicant submittal: Narrative*, photos of property and structures*, information from the 

City re: assessor’s data and historic survey. (* Narrative updated July 29, 2020.). 

 

Request CoA for demolition of the detached guesthouse and garage located behind the house.  

 

Discussion and Recommendations 

If approved, consider a condition that prior to demolition the applicant will submit 

documentation of the structures, including photographs and measured drawings. 

 

Suggested Motions 

Approval: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including City Design 

Guidelines for Demolitions in Historic Conservation Districts, I move to find that the proposed 

demolition satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible with this property and other properties 

in the Martha Jefferson Historic Conservation District, and that the BAR approves the 

application as submitted. […as submitted with the following conditions:…] 

 

Denial: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including City Design 

Guidelines for Demolitions in Historic Conservation Districts, I move to find that the proposed 

demolition does satisfy the BAR’s criteria and are compatible with this property and other 

properties in the Martha Jefferson Historic Conservation District, and that for the following 

reasons the BAR denies the application as submitted. 

 

Criteria, Standards, and Guidelines 

Review Criteria Generally 

Sec. 34-341(a) of the City Code states that, in considering a particular application the BAR shall 

approve the application unless it finds: 

1) That the proposal does not meet specific standards set forth within this division or applicable 

provisions of the conservation district design guidelines; and  

2) The proposal is incompatible with the historic, cultural or architectural character of the 

conservation district in which the property is located. 

 

Factors for Considering Demolitions within Historic Conservation Districts 

Sec. 34-343. - Standards for review of demolition, razing or moving of a contributing structure.  

1. The following factors shall be considered in determining whether or not to permit the 

demolition, razing or moving, in whole or in part, of a contributing structure:  

 

1.a. The age of the structure or building; 

 

 Staff: The 1920 Sanborn Map (below) indicates here a two-story, wood framed structure 

identified as a dwelling. (In 1920, the address was 876 Locust Ave.) The applicant’s research 

http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/621947/BAR_854%20Locust%20Avenue_Sept2011.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/621947/BAR_854%20Locust%20Avenue_Sept2011.pdf
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indicates construction of a single-story structure in 1954. It is staff’s opinion that the 1954 

structure the garage addition on the east side of the earlier structure. The adjoining shed-roof 

structure may date to the garage addition or later. 

 

1910 U.S. Census: John S. White is the head-of-household and listed with his wife, Hettie, 

their son, John, a brother-in-law, Rives Wolfe, and two servants, Susie Miller and Clara 

Woodson.*  

 

1920 U.S. Census: John S. White is the head-of-household and listed with his [second] wife, 

Alice, and a servant, Mardine[?] Young.*  

 

1930 U.S. Census: John S. White is the head-of-household and listed with his wife, Alice, 

and a servant, Rosa Fountain.*  

 

*It is impossible to determine who resided in the small dwelling, but it is reasonable to 

assume that it was occupied.  

 

 
 

 

1.b. Whether it has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or the Virginia 

Landmarks Register; 

 

 Staff: Applicant is correct in that the property and structures are not individually listed; 

however, they are listed as contributing structures within the Martha Jefferson Historic 

District (VDHR #104-5144), which is listed on Virginia Landmarks Register (2007) and the 

National Register of Historic Places (2008.)  

www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/104-5144_Martha_Jefferson_HD_2008-

2011_NR_Final.pdf 

 

[Note: The NRHP nomination lists the house (Single Dwelling), the guesthouse (secondary 

Building), and the garage (Garage) as contributing structures (VDHR #104-5144-0117). It is 

staff’s opinion that in the 2008 nomination, the referenced Garage was the “Auto” building 

on the 1920 Sanborn Map, which was razed in 2011, and the referenced Secondary Building 

is the connected guesthouse and garage, which the applicant’s wish to demolish.) 

 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/104-5144_Martha_Jefferson_HD_2008-2011_NR_Final.pdf
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/104-5144_Martha_Jefferson_HD_2008-2011_NR_Final.pdf
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1.c. Whether, and to what extent, the building or structure is associated with an historic 

person, architect or master craftsman, or with an historic event; 

 

 Staff: Not applicable. 

 

1.d. Whether the building or structure, or any of its features, represent an infrequent or 

the first or last remaining example within the city of a particular architectural style or 

feature; 

 

 Staff: Not applicable.  

 

1.e. The degree to which distinguishing characteristics, qualities, features or materials 

remain; 

 Staff: Without a physical examination, it is difficult to determine what remains of the early 

guesthouse or of the 1954 garage addition. (See item #6 below.) 

 

 

2. Whether, and to what extent, a contributing structure is linked, historically or 

aesthetically, to other buildings or structures within the conservation district; and whether 

the proposed demolition would affect adversely or positively the character and continuity 

of the district; 

 

 Staff: Staff agrees that visibility from Locust Avenue is obscured, at best; within a HC 

District not being visible from a public right of way typically excludes a project from BAR 

review. However, this guesthouse and garage were identified as contributing structures for 

the HC designation. As such, the BAR must review requests for demolition.  

 

Per the MJHCD map, when the local district was established, 44 outbuildings and additions 

were designated as contributing structures. Of these, 21 were garages, at least four have been 

razed. Seven with no description, at least one has been razed. Six secondary structures. Three 

sheds, at least one has been razed. Two guesthouses. One each of the following: addition, 

kitchen, porch, smokehouse, and stable. Of these, we have photos of 31 structures. There is 

no pervasive or typical style, design, or materiality. Materials include wood siding, plywood 

panels, metal panels, stucco, and brick. Most roofs are gabled; a few are hipped. Roofing is 

either metal panels, asphalt shingles, or standing seam metal. Some have windows; some do 

not. 

 

At 854 Locust Avenue: The guesthouse is a small, salt-box style cottage set on a masonry 

foundation and clad with wood siding. At the south elevation is a low porch with the entry. 

The garage (attached to the east side of the guesthouse) appears to be constructed of cinder 

block with wood siding on the south elevation. Both structures are simple and unadorned. For 

both, photos from 2011 indicate the shingle roofing was replaced with standing-seam metal 

and a garage door added to the north wall of the garage. At the guesthouse, the locations of 

the first floor windows and the entry door have been altered. (The 2011 BAR submittal 

indicates extensive alterations to the interior of the guesthouse.)  
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3. The overall condition and structural integrity of the building or structure, as indicated 

by a study prepared by a qualified professional engineer and provided by the applicant 

(may be waived if primary residence of applicant); or other information provided to the 

board; 

 

 Staff: The applicant has provided photographs and a brief narrative; however the photographs 

show only the south elevation. The applicant acknowledges that the condition and/or 

structural integrity is not in question.  

 

4. Whether, and to what extent, the applicant proposes to preserve portions, features or 

materials that are significant to the property’s historic, architectural or cultural value; 

 

 Staff: The guesthouse and garage will be entirely removed.  

 

5. Any applicable provisions of the city's conservation district design guidelines. (From the 

HC guidelines for demolitions: The public necessity of the proposed demolition and the 

public purpose or interest in buildings to be protected. 

 

 Staff: Demolition of the garage is not a matter of public necessity. The guesthouse and 

garage are locally-designated as contributing structures to the MJHCD and also in the VLR 

and NRHP listing. (They are connected and appear on the maps as a single structure.)  
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854 Locust Avenue 
Project Request and Narrative 
Updated 7/29/2020 

Pursuant to Sec. 34-340 of the City of Charlottesville Zoning Ordinance, we petition the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition of the 
garage/guesthouse structure at 854 Locust Avenue.  Although this dependency is designated as 
contributing to the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District, it was not described within the 
document establishing the district (attached), nor is it visible in any detail from Locust Avenue.  If 
the structure had particular significance to the Conservation Overlay District, that significance, 
either architectural or otherwise, would have been documented in the survey of the property that 
was created for the BAR guidelines. 

The established purpose of the Historic Conservation Overlay Districts is:  To identify and 
preserve buildings, structures and areas with special historical, cultural, architectural and 
archaeological significance, or with a collective character and quality, which serve as important 
visible reminders of the heritage of this city, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or this nation. 

In establishing the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District, we look to the architectural 
character-defining features of the proposed conservation district.  While the primary structure at 
854 Locust Avenue is clearly part of the character of the neighborhood, representing a specific 
timeframe and type of architecture, the secondary structure behind the house, which is the subject 
of this demolition request, does not contribute to the character of the district.  If this property were 
located on a corner lot or an alley, with the garage visible to the neighborhood, then it would more 
likely be a character defining feature in the Martha Jefferson neighborhood.  However, this is a lot 
with no visibility into the backyard, thus this logic would not apply. 

The Board of Architectural Review must consider the following factors as they apply to this COA 
request: 

1. The age of buildings and structures.
The City Assessor lists the garage/guesthouse structure as being constructed in 1954.
While records show a structure has been in this general location since prior to that time,
the size and shape of the structure has been altered on numerous occasions.  The
structure has been enlarged, some additions have been demolished, the interior was
completely demolished for modernization in 2012, and new windows, siding, roofing and
porch columns have been added.  Thus, no traces of any historic elements of this
structure remain, other than its general location on the property, which is private and out
of the public view.

Over the years, there have been a variety of dependencies in the rear yard of the
property that have been constructed, demolished and adapted to suit the needs of the
homeowners over time.  The other dependencies, which were also labelled contributing
to the district, were granted a demolition permit by the BAR in 2011.

Although it is not the subject of this application or review, the Owners’ intent is to demolish
the existing structure and replace it with another structure that would better coordinate with
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other planned backyard improvements.  This proposal will be forthcoming to the Board of 
Architectural Review in the near future.  Like previous generations, the current owner will 
be a steward of this property while making minor adaptations in areas that are in the more 
private areas of the yard, out of public view. 

 
 

2. Whether the buildings, structures and areas are listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register 
or the National Register of Historic places, or are eligible to be listed on such registers. 

 
854 Locust Avenue is not listed on either register, nor is it an individually designated 
property in the City of Charlottesville.  While the main house would likely be eligible for 
listing, the garage likely would not be due to the continual adaptations and modifications 
of the structure. 

 
3. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are of locally important historic, cultural, 

architectural or archaeological interest 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is considered architecturally important to the 
character of the neighborhood.  The garage structure is hidden behind the house, with little 
to no visibility from the public right-of-way, and is therefore not character defining in the 
district. 

 
4. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are associated with an historic person or event 

or with a significant architect or master craftsman, or have special public value because of 
notable features relating to the cultural or artistic heritage of the Charlottesville community. 

As mentioned previously, the primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is publicly valuable 
as an example of Victorian architecture that was constructed in approximately 1903.  It is 
not considered contributing for any other reason, nor is the garage. 

 
5. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are part of a geographically definable area 

within which there exists a significant concentration or continuity of buildings or structures 
that are linked by past events or, aesthetically, by plan or physical development, or within 
which there exists a number of buildings or structures separated geographically but linked 
by association or history; and 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue clearly contributes to the overall character of 
the Martha Jefferson Conservation District.  The garage structure does not contribute to 
the character of the district because of the limited visibility of the structure.  Thus, 
demolition of the garage would not have any significant impact to the conservation district. 

 
6. Whether the buildings, structures or areas, when viewed together, possess a distinctive 

character and quality or historic significance. 

The garage structure, as mentioned previously, cannot be viewed from the public right of 
way because it is largely obscured by the primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue.  Thus, 
character of the structure is minimal in comparison to the primary structure.  In addition, 
throughout the history of this properties, dependencies have consistently evolved to meet 
the homeowner.  This trend and necessity should be of consideration now, as the purpose 



3 
 

of the dependency is to meet the evolving need of the homeowner.  This can easily be 
accomplished at 854 Locust Avenue with no distraction from the main house or the goals 
of the conservation district, which focus on what is visible to the neighborhood. 

 
7. The degree to which distinguishing characteristics, qualities, features or materials remain. 

As noted previously, there were no distinguishing characteristics of the garage noted in the 
conservation overlay district documents.  In fact, the guidelines listed two dependencies 
when there is only one.  It is a simple cottage structure, with no distinguishing 
characteristics, in a style that can be easily replicated. In 2012, the garage/guesthouse 
interior was fully demolished and the exterior siding, roof, windows and porch columns 
were all replaced.  No original features of the structure remain. 

 
8. Whether, and to what extent, a contributing structure is linked, historically or aesthetically, 

to other buildings or structures within the conservation district, and whether the proposed 
demolition would affect adversely or positively the historic or aesthetic character of the 
district. 

The demolition of this garage and the replacement of it with another secondary structure 
has no impact to the conservation district.  As stated previously, the structure is largely 
obscured by the mass of the main house, and the main house is the reason this property is 
significant to the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District.  

 
9. The overall condition and structural integrity of the building or structure, as indicated by 

studies prepared by a qualified professional engineer and provided by the applicant, or 
other information provided. 

Given the garage has been adapted and renovated over time, the structural integrity of the 
building is not in question. 

 
10. Whether, and to what extent, the applicant proposes to preserve portions, features or 

materials that are significant to the property's historic, architectural or cultural value.  

While the Owners’ do not intent to preserve the garage, the new secondary structure in its 
general location will comply with the Conservation Overlay District Guidelines and will 
require a COA from the BAR.  Thus, the architecture will coordinate and complement the 
main house as well as the Martha Jefferson Neighborhood. 
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Aerial Photograph of 854 Locust Avenue:   

Note that the garage structure is shown with the orange star, and it is located behind the house and 
approximately 172 feet from the public right-of-way/sidewalk. 

 

Source: City GIS  
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Property Photographs: 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is a Victorian home that was constructed in 1903.  The 
garage is not visible in this photograph. 

 

 This view is taken from the driveway next to the garage. 
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This image, taken from the front of the property, demonstrates the limited visibility of the garage, 
versus the main house.  The primary structure is a prominent feature of the neighborhood, but the 
garage is barely noticeable. 
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Another view of the garage/guesthouse, taken from behind the primary structure. 

 

Interior photographs showing the full renovation completed in 2012. 
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854 Locust Avenue 
Project Request and Narrative 
6/25/2020 
 
Pursuant to Sec. 34-340 of the City of Charlottesville Zoning Ordinance, we petition the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition of the 
garage/guesthouse structure at 854 Locust Avenue.  Although this dependency is designated as 
contributing to the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District, it was not described within the 
document establishing the district (attached), nor is it visible in any detail from Locust Avenue.  If 
the structure had particular significance to the Conservation Overlay District, that significance, 
either architectural or otherwise, would have been documented in the survey of the property that 
was created for the BAR guidelines. 

 

The established purpose of the Historic Conservation Overlay Districts is:  To identify and 
preserve buildings, structures and areas with special historical, cultural, architectural and 
archaeological significance, or with a collective character and quality, which serve as important 
visible reminders of the heritage of this city, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or this nation. 

 

In establishing the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District, we look to the architectural 
character-defining features of the proposed conservation district.  While the primary structure at 
854 Locust Avenue is clearly part of the character of the neighborhood, representing a specific 
timeframe and type of architecture, the secondary structure behind the house, which is the subject 
of this demolition request, does not contribute to the character of the district.  If this property were 
located on a corner lot or an alley, with the garage visible to the neighborhood, then it would more 
likely be a character defining feature in the Martha Jefferson neighborhood.  However, this is a lot 
with no visibility into the backyard, thus this logic would not apply. 

 

The Board of Architectural Review must consider the following factors as they apply to this COA 
request: 

1. The age of buildings and structures. 
The City Assessor lists the garage/guesthouse structure as being constructed in 1954.  
Over the years, there have been a variety of dependencies in the rear yard of the 
property that have been constructed, demolished and adapted to suit the needs of the 
homeowners over time. 
 
Although it is not the subject of this application or review, the Owners’ intent is to demolish 
the existing structure and replace it with another structure that would better coordinate with 
other planned backyard improvements.  This proposal will be forthcoming to the Board of 
Architectural Review in the near future.  Like previous generations, the current owner will 
be a steward of this property while making minor adaptations in areas that are in the more 
private areas of the yard, out of public view. 

 
 

2. Whether the buildings, structures and areas are listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register 
or the National Register of Historic places, or are eligible to be listed on such registers. 
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854 Locust Avenue is not listed on either register, nor is it an individually designated 
property in the City of Charlottesville.  While the main house would likely be eligible for 
listing, the garage likely would not due to the age of the structure and the continual 
adaptations and modifications of the structure. 

 
3. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are of locally important historic, cultural, 

architectural or archaeological interest 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is considered architecturally important to the 
character of the neighborhood.  The garage structure is hidden behind the house, with little 
to no visibility from the public right-of-way, and is therefore not character defining in the 
district. 

 
4. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are associated with an historic person or event 

or with a significant architect or master craftsman, or have special public value because of 
notable features relating to the cultural or artistic heritage of the Charlottesville community. 

As mentioned previously, the primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is publicly valuable 
as an example of Victorian architecture that was constructed in approximately 1903.  It is 
not considered contributing for any other reason, nor is the garage. 

 
5. Whether the buildings, structures or areas are part of a geographically definable area 

within which there exists a significant concentration or continuity of buildings or structures 
that are linked by past events or, aesthetically, by plan or physical development, or within 
which there exists a number of buildings or structures separated geographically but linked 
by association or history; and 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue clearly contributes to the overall character of 
the Martha Jefferson Conservation District.  The garage structure does not contribute to 
the character of the district because of the limited visibility of the structure.  Thus, 
demolition of the garage would not have any significant impact to the conservation district. 

 
6. Whether the buildings, structures or areas, when viewed together, possess a distinctive 

character and quality or historic significance. 

The garage structure, as mentioned previously, cannot be viewed from the public right of 
way because it is largely obscured by the primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue.  Thus, 
character of the structure is minimal in comparison to the primary structure.  In addition, 
throughout the history of this properties, dependencies have consistently evolved to meet 
the homeowner.  This trend and necessity should be of consideration now, as the purpose 
of the dependency is to meet the evolving need of the homeowner.  This can easily be 
accomplished at 854 Locust Avenue with no distraction from the main house or the goals 
of the conservation district, which focus on what is visible to the neighborhood. 

 
7. The degree to which distinguishing characteristics, qualities, features or materials remain. 

As noted previously, there were no distinguishing characteristics of the garage noted in the 
conservation overlay district documents.  In fact, the guidelines listed two dependencies 
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when there is only one.  It is a simple cottage structure, with no distinguishing 
characteristics, in a style that can be easily replicated.  

 
8. Whether, and to what extent, a contributing structure is linked, historically or aesthetically, 

to other buildings or structures within the conservation district, and whether the proposed 
demolition would affect adversely or positively the historic or aesthetic character of the 
district. 

The demolition of this garage and the replacement of it with another secondary structure 
has no impact to the conservation district.  As stated previously, the structure is largely 
obscured by the mass of the main house, and the main house is the reason this property is 
significant to the Martha Jefferson Conservation Overlay District.  

 
9. The overall condition and structural integrity of the building or structure, as indicated by 

studies prepared by a qualified professional engineer and provided by the applicant, or 
other information provided. 

Given the garage has been adapted and renovated over time, the structural integrity of the 
building is not in question. 

 
10. Whether, and to what extent, the applicant proposes to preserve portions, features or 

materials that are significant to the property's historic, architectural or cultural value.  

While the Owners’ do not intent to preserve the garage, the new secondary structure in its 
general location will comply with the Conservation Overlay District Guidelines and will 
require a COA from the BAR.  Thus, the architecture will coordinate and complement the 
main house as well as the Martha Jefferson Neighborhood. 
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Aerial Photograph of 854 Locust Avenue:   

Note that the garage structure is shown with the orange star, and it is located behind the house and 
approximately 172 feet from the public right-of-way/sidewalk. 

 

Source: City GIS  
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Property Photographs: 

The primary structure at 854 Locust Avenue is a Victorian home that was constructed in 1903.  The 
garage is not visible in this photograph. 

 

According to City records, this garage/guesthouse, that is located directly behind the house, was added 
to the property in 1954.  This view is taken from the driveway next to the garage. 
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This image, taken from the front of the property, demonstrates the limited visibility of the garage, 
versus the main house.  The primary structure is a prominent feature of the neighborhood, but the 
garage is barely noticeable. 
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Another view of the garage/guesthouse, taken from behind the primary structure. 
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June 22, 2020

City of Charlottesville, Virginia

854 LOCUST AVE

Base Information

Parcel Number: 510092000

State Code: 1.0 Residential (Urban)

Tax Type: Taxable

Zone: R-1SC

Acreage: 0.8270

Legal: LOT A LOCUST GROVE

Current Owner: TAYLOR, ALAN R, JR & KAITLYN B

Attention: No Data

Owner Address: 854 LOCUST AVE

Owner City State: CHARLOTTESVILLE VA

Owner Zip Code: 22902

Additional Data

Elementary School Zone: 510092000

Voting Precinct: 1.0 Residential (Urban)

Neighborhood: Taxable

Stormwater Utility Information

Impervious Area: 20

Billing Units: 9,508 sq. ft.

Projected Stormwater
Utility Annual Fee:

$288.00

Building Improvements

SqFt Finished Living: 4698

Style: 2 Story

Grade: A +

Ext. Walls: Brick Veneer

Roof: Hip/Metal

Flooring: Hardwood

Bsmt. Type: Partial Basement

Heating: Forced Air

Fireplace: 0

FinishedAttic: 0

Unfinished Living: No Data

Fireplace: 0

YearBuilt: 1904

Number Of Stories: 2.00

Total Rooms: 10

Bedrooms: 4

Half Bathrooms: 1

Full Bathrooms: 3

Basement Garage: 0

Basement SqFt: 1577

Finished Basement: No Data



DISCLAIMER: This data is provided without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose. Any person, firm or corporation which uses this map or any of the enclosed information assumes allrisk for the inaccuracy thereof,

as City of Charlottesville expressly disclaims any liability for loss or damage arising from the use of said information by anythird party.

 

Building Improvements

SqFt Finished Living: 4698

Style: 2 Story

Grade: A +

Ext. Walls: Brick Veneer

Roof: Hip/Metal

Flooring: Hardwood

Bsmt. Type: Partial Basement

Heating: Forced Air

Fireplace: 0

FinishedAttic: 0

Unfinished Living: No Data

Fireplace: 0

YearBuilt: 1904

Number Of Stories: 2.00

Total Rooms: 10

Bedrooms: 4

Half Bathrooms: 1

Full Bathrooms: 3

Basement Garage: 0

Basement SqFt: 1577

Finished Basement: No Data

Additions

Type Description: Area: Year Built:

Addition First Floor 2417 No Data

Addition Second Floor 2281 No Data

Addition Basement 1577 No Data

Addition Open Porch 608 No Data

Addition Stone Patio 352 No Data

Building Improvements

SqFt Finished Living: 577

Style: 1 Story

Grade: C

Ext. Walls: Wood

Roof: Gable/Shingles

Flooring: Hardwood

Bsmt. Type: No Basement

Heating: Floor Furnace

Fireplace: 0

FinishedAttic: 0

Unfinished Living: No Data

Fireplace: 0

YearBuilt: 1954

Number Of Stories: 1.00

Total Rooms: 3

Bedrooms: 1

Half Bathrooms: 0

Full Bathrooms: 1

Basement Garage: 0

Basement SqFt: No Data

Finished Basement: No Data

Additions

Type Description: Area: Year Built:

Addition First Floor 577 No Data

Addition Open Porch 130 No Data

Ownership History

Date of Sale Sale Price Owner Name Book

5/27/2020 $2,400,000.00 TAYLOR, ALAN R, JR &
KAITLYN B

2020:1978

12/6/2019 $0.00 HALL, SAFFRON 2019:4363

11/17/2017 $2,100,000.00 EVERGREEN PINES LLC 2017:4398



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

854 Locust Avenue 

TM/P: 51/92   DHR: 104-5144-0117 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, Style: Other, 1903  
August 2007: Set far back from the street on a large lot and shaded by mature trees, this 
two-story, two-bay, house is named for John S. White, the real estate lawyer in 
partnership with William F. Long, who built he house in 1903. It has a hipped roof and is 
constructed of brick laid in common bond and painted. The north bay of the facade 
projects slightly and has a full pediment filled in with fish scale shingles; a hipped-roof, 
semi-hexagonal bay is attached to the north elevation; and a two-story, hipped-roof, two-
bay addition is attached to the south elevation, set back from the facade and facing the 
street. A hipped-roof porch with slender Tuscan columns shades the recessed south bay 
and abuts the north bay of the facade. The south bay features the double glass doorway 
and a two-light transom. The 2nd floor of the south bay has a pair of narrow one/one-sash 
windows. The north bay features a single two/two-sash window on the 1st floor and a 
narrower one/one-sash window on the second. All of the windows have louvered shutters. 
The fully pedimented gable of the north bay retains the overhanging eave and cornice that 
characterizes the rest of the building, is filled in with wooden fish scale shingles, and has 
a small fanlight at its center. The roofs of both the porch and the house itself are covered 
in asphalt shingles. A modern, wooden ramp leads to the front entrance from the north 
side of the house. A one-story kitchen wing and a back porch are attached to the rear of 
the house. 

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling  Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Secondary Structure Contributing Total: 1 
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