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May 2021 BAR Decision

Watkins, Robert <watkinsro@charlottesville.gov>
Thu 5/20/2021 4:23 PM

To:  Kevin Schafer <kschafer@designdevelopllc.com>

Certificate of Appropriateness
BAR 21-05-02
167 Chancellor Street, TMP 090126000
The Corner ADC District
Owner: Alpha Omicron of Chi Psi Corp.
Applicant: Kevin Schafer, Design Develop, LLC
Project: Modify approved west elevation - extend steps to full width of the portico
 
Dear Kevin, 
 
On Tuesday, May 18, the Charlottesville Board of Architectural Review reviewed the above-referenced project.
Please accept this email as formal acknowledgment of the BAR’s decision. The project was approved as part of the
consent agenda. Please find the motion to approve the consent agenda, as well as the motion to approve your
project from the staff report below:  
 
Cheri Lewis moves to approve the consent agenda.
James Zehmer seconds motion.

Motion passes (7-0).
 
Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including the ADC District Design Guidelines, I move to find
that the proposed modification of the west portico steps at 167 Chancellor Street satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible
with this property and other properties in The Corner ADC district, and that the BAR approves the application as submitted.
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions.  
  
All the best,  
  
Robert  
  
Robert Watkins  
Assistant Historic Preservation and Design Planner  
Neighborhood Development Services  
PO Box 911  
Charlottesville, VA 22902  
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City of Charlottesville 
Board of Architectural Review 
Staff Report  
May 18, 2021 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness  
BAR 21-05-02 
167 Chancellor Street, TMP 090126000 
The Corner ADC District 
Owner: Alpha Omicron of Chi Psi Corp. 
Applicant: Kevin Schafer, Design Develop, LLC 
Project: Modify approved west elevation - extend steps to full width of the portico 
  

  
Background 
Year Built: 1915 
District: The Corner ADC 
Status:  Contributing 
 
This large, five-bay, two-and-a-half‐story dwelling shows elements of the Colonial Revival style; 
details include: brick stretcher bond, hip roof with one hip roof dormer, two‐bay front porch with 
piers and full entablature, and entrance with three-lite transom and sidelights. 
 
Prior BAR Reviews (See appendix for all reviews.) 
September 15, 2020 – BAR approved CoA for proposed addition and alterations, including site 
work and landscaping, to the existing fraternity house. 
 
Application 
• Applicant submittal: Renderings of west elevation (as approved by BAR in September 2020 

and with proposed modification) and photos of similar conditions nearby. (3 pages, dated 
April 29, 2021.) 

 
CoA request to extend steps to full width of the west portico.  
 
Discussion 
Staff recommends approval as a Consent Agenda item. Several nearby buildings have similar 
entry porticos with full-width steps. 
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Suggested Motions 
Approval: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including the ADC 
District Design Guidelines, I move to find that the proposed modification of the west portico 
steps at 167 Chancellor Street satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible with this property 
and other properties in The Corner ADC district, and that the BAR approves the application as 
submitted.. 
 
[.. as submitted with the following modifications…] 
 
Denial: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including the ADC 
District Design Guidelines, I move to find that the proposed modification of the west portico 
steps at 167 Chancellor Street does not satisfy the BAR’s criteria and is not compatible with this 
property and other properties in The Corner ADC district, and that for the following reasons the 
BAR denies the application as submitted.. 
 
Criteria, Standards, and Guidelines 
Review Criteria Generally 
Sec. 34-284(b) of the City Code states that, in considering a particular application the BAR shall 
approve the application unless it finds: 
(1) That the proposal does not meet specific standards set forth within this division or applicable 

provisions of the Design Guidelines established by the board pursuant to Sec.34-288(6); and 
(2) The proposal is incompatible with the historic, cultural or architectural character of the 

district in which the property is located or the protected property that is the subject of the 
application. 

 
Pertinent Standards for Review of Construction and Alterations include: 
(1) Whether the material, texture, color, height, scale, mass and placement of the proposed 

addition, modification or construction are visually and architecturally compatible with the 
site and the applicable design control district; 

(2) The harmony of the proposed change in terms of overall proportion and the size and 
placement of entrances, windows, awnings, exterior stairs and signs; 

(3) The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation set forth within the Code of Federal 
Regulations (36 C.F.R. §67.7(b)), as may be relevant; 

(4) The effect of the proposed change on the historic district neighborhood;  
(5) The impact of the proposed change on other protected features on the property, such as 

gardens, landscaping, fences, walls and walks; 
(6) Whether the proposed method of construction, renovation or restoration could have an 

adverse impact on the structure or site, or adjacent buildings or structures; 
(7) Any applicable provisions of the City’s Design Guidelines. 
 
Pertinent Guidelines for New Construction and Additions 
O. Details and Decoration (New) 
1) Building detail and ornamentation should be consistent with and related to the architecture of 

the surrounding context and district. 
2) The mass of larger buildings may be reduced using articulated design details. 
3) Pedestrian scale may be reinforced with details. 
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Appendix 
Prior BAR Reviews 
November 2017 - Preliminary discussion. BAR was supportive of something happening here, but 
not the submitted version. The changes to Chancellor Street side were more problematic: the big 
dormer is not appropriate; maintain the wrap-around porch, maybe come out only as far as first 
column. Maintain integrity on Chancellor Street side. Madison Lane side could be more 
contemporary and differentiated from historic fabric; invading setback on that side OK; maybe 
one-story full width porch instead of 2-story portico; play off the two volumes; porch can create 
own axis, not necessarily symmetrical; take cues from Greek revival – not-so-grand two-story 
porch. New addition could be more contemporary. 
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/739824/2017-
11_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf 
 
April 2018 – BAR approved the application for general massing, concept and composition with 
details and the SUP recommendation to come back for BAR review.  
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/754415/2018-
04_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf 
 
October 2019 – BAR recommended approval of Special Use Permit for setback variances; that 
based on the general design and building footprint as submitted the proposed Special Use Permit 
for 167 Chancellor Street will not have an adverse impact on the Corner ADC District, with the 
understanding that the final design and details will require future BAR review and approval and 
that the BAR extends the Certificate of Appropriateness from April 2018. 
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/791772/2019-
10_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf 
 
August 18, 2020 – BAR accepted applicant’s request for deferral. 
 

http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/739824/2017-11_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/739824/2017-11_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/754415/2018-04_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/754415/2018-04_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/791772/2019-10_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf
http://weblink.charlottesville.org/public/0/edoc/791772/2019-10_167%20Chancellor%20Street_BAR.pdf














167 Chancellor Street 

Extension of west portico steps 
May 18, 2021 

(Rev 4/29/2021) 

Per CoA approved September 15, 2020 

Proposed modification 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/i9udCXD7YqUXLBEjFVVmwN?domain=designdevelopllc.com
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167 Chancellor Street 

Extension of west portico steps 
May 18, 2021 

(Rev 4/29/2021) 

167 Chancellor St. 

167 Chancellor St. 

Madison Lane - similar entry porticos 
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