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STREET ADDRESS: 518 Seventeenth Street, NW HISTORIC NAME : R. M. Balthis House
MAP 8 PARCEL: 5-66 DATE / PERIOD : 1900
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK. STYLE:. Victorian
PRESENT ZONING:. R-3 HEIGHT (to cornice)OR STORIES: 2 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Randolph M. Balthis DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA : 104' x 150' (15,600 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE. Residence CONDITION Good
PRESENT USE : Rental Property (Residence) SURVEYOR : Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . Thomas E. Spicer, Jr., & David S. Spicer DATE OF SURVEY . Winter 1982
ADDRESS ; Cismont, Virginia 22928 SOURCES: City/County Records
Thomas E. Spicer, Jr.
Sanborn Map Co. - 1920, 1929

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Although altered in apperance when the original weatherboarding was covered with asbestos shingles, this remains a
handsome house nicely adapted to its large corner lot. Set on a high brick foundation, it is 2% storeys tall,

three bays wide, and double pile. Its steep hip roof has pedimented gables over the south half of the facade

(west), over the west half of the naorth elevation, and over a projecting pavillion in the center of the south
elevation. The roof is covered with slate and has projecting eaves and verges, boxed cornice, and plain frieze,
There are two interior capped brick chimneys, one with inset panels. The tall and narrow windcws are double-sash,
2-over-2 light, with architrave trim and black louvered shutters. They are the same height at both levels. There

is a pair of small, double-sash, multi-light attic windows in each gable, those in the smallest south gable being

the largest. A broad one-storey veranda wraps around the northwest corner of the house, covering half of each

l elevation and serving to orient the house toward both Seventeenth Street and Grady Avenue. The western section

of the veranda is recessed into the facade as well as projecting from it. It has a medium-pitched hip roof with a
simple entablature, coupled Tuscan columns set on wooden pedestalswi'th inset panels, and a Colonial Revival balustrade.
The wooden floor remains, but the front steps on the west facade have been replaced with cinderblock ones, and those
on the north side have been removed and the gaps in the balustrade boarded over. The paired entrance doors in the
north bay of the west facade have one large oval light above a decorated panel. There is a 3-light rectangular
transom. There is a 2-storey back porch at the rear of the south side of the house, beyond the projecting bay.

It has plain square piers, and the turned balustrade remains only at the second level.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Randolph M. Balthis bought 2 lots in Preston Heights in 1899 (ACDB 114-456) and, according to tax records, built this
house the next year. |t faces west, toward 17th Street; instead of north, toward Grady Avenue almost opposite
Wyndhurst, :the Preston House. The walls were covered with asbetos shingles in 1953, while Mrs. Balthis stili
occupied the house. (Mr. Balthis died in 1925). Thomas E. and Camille S. Spicer bought it in 1963, the year after
her death and deeded it to their sons Thomas E. Spicer, Jr. and David S. Spiecer in 1975 (City DB 237-26, 370-335).
it is used as rental property and has been occupied by Alpha Omega, a religious community, for some time.

Additional References: City WB 9-192
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STREET ADDRESS: 518 Seventeenth Street, NW HISTORIC NAME . R. M. Balthis House
MAP & PARCEL; 5-66 DATE / PERIOD ; 1900
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK; STYLE :
PRESENT ZONING; R-3 HEIGHT (fo cornice) OR STORIES. 2 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Randolph M. Balthis DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 104' x 150' (15,600 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Good
PRESENT USE . Rental Property (Residence) SURVEYOR | Bibb
PRESENT OWNER ' Thomas E. Spicer, Jr., & David S. Spicer DATE OF SURVEY . Winter 1982

ADDRESS : Cismont, Virginia 22928 SOURCES ; City/County Records

. Thomas E. Spicer, Jr.

Sanborn Map Co. - 1920, 1929

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Although altered in apperance when the original weatherboarding was covered with asbestos shingles, this remains a
handsome house nicely adapted to its large corner lot. Set on a high brick foundation, it is 24 storeys tall,

three bays wide, and double pile. Its steep hip roof has pedimented gables over the south half of the facade

(west), over the west half of the north elevation, and over a projecting pavillion in the center of the south
elevation. The roof is covered with slate and has projecting eaves and verges, boxed cornice, and plain frieze,
There are two interior capped brick chimneys, one with inset panels. The tall and narrow windcws are double-sash,
2-over-2 light, with architrave trim and black louvered shutters. They are the same height at both levels. There

is a pair of small, double-sash, multi-light attic windows in each gable, those in the smallest south gable being

the largest. A broad one-storey veranda wraps around the northwest corner of the house, covering half of each
elevation and serving to orient the house toward both Seventeenth Street and Grady Avenue. The western section

of the veranda is recessed into the facade as well as projecting from it. |t has a medium-pitched hip roof with a
simpie entablature, coupled Tuscan columns set on wooden pedestalswi'th inset panels, and a Colonial Revival balustrade.
The wooden floor remains, but the front steps on the west facade have been replaced with cinderblock ones, and those
on the north side have been removed and the gaps in the balustrade boarded over. The paired entrance doors in the
north bay of the west facade have one large oval light above a decorated panel. There is a 3-light rectangular
transom. There is a 2-storey back porch at the rear of the south side of the house, beyond the projecting bay.

It has plain square piers, and the turned balustrade remains only at the second level.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Randolph M. Balthis bought 2 lots in Preston Heights in 1899 (ACDB 114-456) and, according to tax records, built this
house the next year. |t faces west, toward |17th Street; instead of north, toward Grady Avenue almost opposite
Wyndhurst, the Preston House. The walls were covered with ashetos shingles in 1953, while Mrs. Balthis still
occupied the house. (Mr. Balthis died in 1925). Thomas E. and Camille S. Spicer bought it in 1963, the year after
her death and deeded it to their sons Thomas E. Spicer, Jr. and David S. Spiecer in 1975 (City DB 237-26, 370-335).
it is used as rental property and has been occupied by Alpha Omega, a religious community, for some time.

Additional References: City WB 9-192
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Form 10168 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR oms Approved#%zf—

Rev. 3/84 No. 1024-0009
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Expires 8/31/86

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
NPS Office Use Only

Project Number:

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless a completed application form has
been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink, If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

. o
1. Name of property: Re—M—BatthisHouse A‘\)\ \ _
Address of property: 218 Seventeenth St., NH
City Charl ottesville County N/A State VA Zip Code _2.29_0_3__
. k3 3 . . . ’/
Name of historic district: ___Rugby Road-University Coyner Historic District )
.
—-
iX] National Register district {3 certified state or local district O potential historic district
2. Check nature of request:
IX] certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation,
[ certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.
certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.
] preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.
preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.
preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.
3. Authorized project contact:
name _Paula Williams, Historic Renovation Corp. Tite _Project Manager
steet _P.0. Box 9012 city _Charlottesville
State Vi rginia Zip 22906 Telephone Number {during day): 804/924-0995
4. Owner:
NameH'I . R . R A]hQ EB . |[|E lp
sweet P 0. Box 9012 city _Charlottesville
State Virginia Zip 22906 Telephone Number (during day): (gﬂﬂ)Q?ﬂ—Al’ fh

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowlgdge, correct, and that | own the above-named property.

Owner's Signatu@ . Q‘,l LAY \S\ S txl\/{/\ lv\ %( (L«‘-ﬁo‘t‘y\ A Date (}\{Q Q\ 7{ }z} 8 o

\ A t \ T
Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number . e\ \‘L-é ~\;{’\

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the ‘'Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the above-named property and hereby deter-
mines that the property:

{7 contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “‘certified historic structure” for the purpose of rehabilitation.
contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a ‘‘certified historic structure' for a charitable contribution for conservation pur-
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1880,

[J does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

O appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evatuation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

1 appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if
nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the
National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS,

[J does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure,

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office




. HISTORIC PRESERVATION S Office Uss Only
R. M. Balthis House CERTIFICATION APPLICATION—

Property Name Project Number:

518 17th St,. NW, Charlottesville, VA PART 1

Property Address

Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpayer {D Number

5. Description of physical appearance:

Although altered in appearance when the original weatherboarding was
covered with asbestos shingles, the R.M. Balthis House remains a handsome
structure nicely adapted to its large corner Tot. Set on a high brick
foundation, it is 2 1/2 stories tall, three bays wide and double pile. Its
steep hip roof has pedimented gables. The roof is covered with slate and has
projecting eaves and verges, boxed cornice, and plain frieze. The tall and
narrow windows are double-sash 2-over-2, with architrave trim and black
louvered shutters. They are the same height at both Tevels. A broad one-story
veranda wraps around the northwest corner of the house. The paired entrance
doors in the north bay of the west facade have one large oval Tight above a
decorated panel. There is a two-story back porch in the rear,

Date of Construction: ___1900 Sourceof Date: __City deed records

Date(s) of Alteration(s): _1953 {asbestos shing]es)

Has building been moved? K] yes O no. 1f so, when?

6. Statement of significance:

On of the many reasons the Rugby Road-University Corner Historic District
is significant is because of its mix of buildings that have associations with
university life. The R. M. Balthis house is a good example. One of the first
houses built 1in the Preston Heights subdivision, it was the home of R. M.
Balthis. Mr. Balthis was manager of Anderson Brothers Bookstore, one of the
oldest businesses still operating in Charlottesville, and a popular source of
books for students at the University of Virginia. After his death, his widow
lived in the house for many years and rented a number of its rooms to students.
Since 1963, it has been been used entirely as a rental property, most recently
occupied by a religious fraternity, Alpha Omega.

7. Photographs and maps.

Attach photographs and maps to application,

Continuation sheets attached: [1 yes &1 no
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R. M. Balthis House

518 Seventeenth St., NW

Charlottesville, Virginia N
No Scale

Numbered arrows show location
where photographs were taken
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VIRGINIA

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION Fofe 104-130

Negative no(s).
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM

Page 1 of 2 (see also attached City survey sheet)

Street address 513 17th St.
Town/City Charlottesville

Historicname R.M. Balthis House Common name

@/ @/ & Behus
wood frame (siding: weatherboard, [shingte, [ aluminum, {1 bricktex, O asbestos shingles

}
O brick(bond: O Flemish, [0 stretcher, [ -course American, [ )
[0 stone([J randomrubble, (] randomashlar, (] coursedashlar, [ )
Material O log(siding: [0 weatherboard, [ shingle, (7 aluminum, [ bricktex, [] )
0 stucco O castiron
0 concrete block {0 terracotta
[0 enameled steel {1 glass and metal
O other:
Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
01 & 2% [0 shed O mansard [M-siate O tile
O 1% O 3 [B~gable O gambrel 0O wood shingle {0 pressed tin
0o 2 o ___ O pediment O parapet O composition 0O not visible
El}/hipped O flat 0 standing seam metal
[ other: [0 other
‘ Dormers Number of bays — Main facade
30 O3 O shed O hipped O 1 O 4 o7
a1 04 (0 gable O 12 5 0 8
02 ] O pedimented ©-3 Aj;'“"""rw'ﬁ"«%/ O s O
Porch Stories Bays General description
e N -
fD/yeS 0 no w1 O3 O t{centery [ 2 04 Wraparound veranda with pairted
Oz 0O___ O 1 (side) 03 0O . quasi-Tuscan posts.
Buildinéype )
detached house O garage {1 government (] industrial
(O detached town house O farmhouse (0 commercial (office) O school
O row house [J apartment building O commercial (store) {J church
O double house 0 gas station O railroad O

Style/period Colonial Revival/Queen Anne Date 1940 Architect/builder

lLocation and description of entrance Plain entry on 17th St.

Miscellaneous descriptive information (plan, exterior and interior decoration,
cornice/eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

This house achieves visual interest by its
complex roofline with multiple gables and its
handsome wraparound veranda.

Historical information

See attached City survey sheet, 1982.

Source

Surveyedby Je ff 0'Dell, VHLC Date ,.83: 8-83
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