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Description of proposed Work

Bui!t in 1909, the King Lumber Company Warehouse is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. Also on the King Lumber site is a metal "annex" built in 1979. Both
structures on the site qualify for historic tax credit money. Owner proposes to renovate

bc_)th the three-story brick warehouse and the one-story metal annex building. An
exterior gallery space will be created between the two structures by peeling back the
annex roof from the historic structure, revealing the existing steel frame. This gallery
benefits the historic brick warehouse exterior by exposing the original openings on the
western facade. It also creates a new pedestrian axis through the site, connecting the
parking in the rear to the Preston Avenue entries. Currently, visitors arriving by car
must walk in the drive aisles and around the annex in order to use the Preston Avenue
entries. A new ramp is planned to connect the Preston Avenue sidewalk and bus stop
with the elevated ground-floor building entries.

The historic brick structure will have its original openings restored on the South, West,
and North facades. The metal annex building will be reskinned with corrugated metal
and will feature new storefront glazing systems along the street facade and the gallery.

When finished, the building will be leased to various tenants as retail or restaurant on
the ground floors and as office or residential on the upper floors.
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Context: Preston Avenue
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across street

Shell Car Wash

neighbors
Reid's Super Market Rail Road Bridge
on site
rear of property
Industrial Building (CMU) Industrial Buildings (METAL) | | - - .pretty Hard Con;;et;
Bushman Dreyfus Architects PLC COnteXt: Nelghborlng BUIldlngS ‘

BUSHHINY 820 B East High Street ; "
DS/ Spariottesville, VA 20002 King Lumber Building, 608 Preston Avenue




HISTORIC EAST FACADE & ANNEX

FRONT YARD & PRESTON AVE. METAL ANNEX & REAR PARKING
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Existing Site Conditions
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Significance

Buil_t in 1909, ‘the King Lumber Company is listed individually on the
National Register-of Historic Places as part of the Charlottesville
Multiple Resource Area.

_The King Lumber Company was one of Charlottesville's principal
industries at the turn of the century. Founded in 1899 by Walter King,
the King Lumber Company manufactured building materials that were
ust throughout the United States, including in many buildings at the
University of Virginia. By 1920, the company was Charlottesville's
largest employer, employing over 300 people with an annual payroll of
over $400,000. By the 1930's, the King Lumber Company had gone
out of business, particularly because of the Great Depression, but
largely because of the suicide of its owner. This building is all that
remains of that once large manufacturing concern.

g Bushman Dreyfus Architects PLC
DiiEs) 820 B East High Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902
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Architectural Description

This three-story brick building has stepped gables and corbeled
cornice stops. Brick is laid in 6-course American bond and is now
painted white on the sides visible from the street. The very low
pitched gable roof is covered with standing-seam metal. The facade
is three bays wide with warehouse doors in the center bay at each
level. Those are the upper levels have now been bricked or boarded
up, as have all the windows. There are entrance doors in both side
bays at the first level. Windows are doors are segmental-arched.
There is a wheel window in the gable end. The sides of the building
are five bays long, also with warehouse doors in the center bay at
each level. Fenestration is irregular on the rear elevation, and there
are no warehouse doors.
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Historical Description

W.W. King bought this lot in1899 and in 1917 transferred the title to
King Lumber Company, of which he was president. Tax records
indicate that this large brick warehouse was built in 1909. King
Lumber Company apparently went out of business in the Depression,
and this and an adjacent lot were sold to A. P. Walker in 1933. He
owned the property until 1942. It was then subdivided and Earl H.
Vaughan bought this warehouse and large lot in 1943. For the next
22 years he used the warehouse to store plumbing and heating
supplies. The Carter Agency, Inc., bought it from Vaughan's widow in
1972.

Sanborn Tax Maps & Short Building History‘l

King Lumber Building, 608 Preston Avenue
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KING LUMBER COMPANY WAREHOUSE
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STREET ADDRESS: V8 Iuuton Avenue HISTORIC NAME : King famber Company wWarehouse
MAP & PARCEL: 3Z-14 DATE / PERIQD . 1909
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 1-33L STYLE : Vernacud ar
PRESENT ZONING | M-1 HEIGHT (tacornice}OR STORIES. 3 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER ' W, V. King DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA; 163.7' x 8§66 (74,832 =q, fr.}
ORIGINAL USE; Werehouse CONDITION ; Goad
PRESENT USE Warehouse SURVEYOR | Bibb
PRESENT OWNER:@ Duavne D, Cfut&.l. Exac. DATE OF SURVEY . Summer 1980
ADDRESS | Stribling Avers, Bxtd. SOURCES: City Records

Charloftesville, Vng,:mla

AHCHIIZCUURAL DESCRLPLION

This three-storey brick tuilding has +t<,pp<,d publes and covbeled cornice stops. Prick fs lwid in 6-course
fonerican bond and s now painted white on the sides visible from the street. ‘The vory tow pitched pable roof is
tovered with standing-seam metal. ‘he facade 15 three bays wide with warehouse doors in the conter bay ab vach
lowel,  Thase at the wpper levols have sow been bricked or boarded up, as have ull the windmes. ‘thore are eotrance
dnars. In both sids hays at the first level. Windows and doors wre sepaental-arched. There s a wheel window in e
pable end. The sides of the huilding ave [ive bays long, also with warchouse duors in Lhe confey bay at cach level.
Tepestration 13 irregular m the vear olevation, and there are no worehouse dooys.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

W. N. King boughi this lot in 18D9 (City W ©-308) and in 1917 tvansierved thé (istfe fo Qing fabor Company, of

which ha wes pxesﬂh)nl (DB 30-217). Tax records indicale that this large brick werehovsn was Wbt 4n 1000, King e i

Tauber Cmpany appurently weht out of business during (he Depression, and this and on adjacant 1ot wero sold to AL P, STREET ADDRYSS: 608 Preston Avenuc

Wallker in 1932 (DB H#0 21%). Th owned the property mtil 1042 (IR 110-71). It was then subdivided, und far) 1L, MAP & PARCLEL: 32-14

Vaughan bought this werohowse and large lot in 1943 (1 114-3043. Por the next 27 yesars he used the warehonse fo o - ER: 104293,

$taT0 plimhing and heating supplies. Tho Grrter Apency, Inc., bought it from Vaughunt's widow du 1072 (L 336-400). VHDR FILE NAJMB iR et

Additional Refurcncest Uity DR 22-192, 112-100, 114-304, 351-481, 408.194; ity W3 20-60, CITY FILE NUMBER: 353
PRESENT ZONING: M-l -
ORIGINAL OWNER; W. W. King
ORIGINAL USE: Warshouse

SLGHIF1CANGE PRESENT USE:; Warchouse .
o PRESENT QOWNER; Daouglas P. & Patricia B, Jensen
The King Lunhar Towpany was one of Charlotipsville's pringleal industriea at the turn of the cantury. founded in ADDRESS: Route 7 Box 181A

1899 Ly Walter €img, the Ring Lumbor Gompany maaufacturer building materlals that were imad throughoul the .
nltad States, !nc\(;qu in many buildings at the Univeraity of Viroinla. By 1920, the company was Charlarresvilis 'y Charlotiesville, VA 22901
Yavgast canloyar, empiuying aver 300 people with an annual payroll of aver $400,000. f#y rthe 1830%s, che Ring

& 2 ] 3 H B ; ? X sion, b - e GF - . .
E!L\'::hs::i 5?35*:\4 1; r: 33?‘..,,-’.'”Lrﬁfsbtf,??i?ng ':: ';;Sl.uf*.i-:;};yr;:\mL:eo?fcggcl &'ﬁ?@ﬂf‘izéeiwﬁ,ﬁ.’r’ m'ri.'f.l; fiélﬂ‘?f Fauke @ HISTORIC NAME: King Lomber Lompany Warchouse
DATE/PER]()D: 1909
STYLE: Vernacular
: HEIGHT IN STORILS: 3 storcys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 163.7 x 566" (74,052 sq. L)
CONDITION: Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb .
DATE QF SURVIY: Summer 1980
SOURCES: City Records
20
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