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RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY REPORT

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY FORM

Reviewed by Margaret Peterg

DHR Idenfication Number: 104-0339

Other DHR Number: Property Date(s) 1924

PROPERTY NAMES EXPLANATION
Alexander House (110 13th St.) Historic/Location
Alex Sawyer House Current

County/Independent City: Charlottesville

State: Virginia

Magisterial District: N/A Tax Parcel: 10-21
USGS Quad Map Name: CHARLOTTESVILLE EAST

UTMs of Boundary:
Center UTM:

Restrict location and UM data? N

ADDRESSES
Number Thoroughfare Name Explanation
110 - 13th St. NW
Vicinity: Town/Village/Hamlet:

Name of National Register Historic District:
Name of DHR Eligible Historic District:

Name of Local Historic District:

Physical Character of General Surroundings: City

Site Description/Notable Landscape Features:
House stands on a side street connecting W. Main with Wertland St. and the
Wertland Street Historic District. The area is transitional
residential/commercial with University Baptist Church on the south side, a
parking ‘lot on the north side, and a large yard extending to the rear east
side.

Ownership: Private NR Resource Type: Building
WUZITS
Seq. # # of Wuzit Types Historic?

1.0 1 Single Dwelling Historic




TOTAL: 1
Historic: 1
Non-Historic: 0

PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

Component # Comp Type/Form Material Material Treatment

Structural System 0 Masonry Brick Stretcher Bond

Roof 0 Gable: side Slate Shingle

Dormer 3 Pedimented Slate Shingle

Window({s) 0 Sash, double-hung Wood 6/6

Porch 0 1-story, 3-bay Wood Classical
INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 WUZIT: Single Dwelling

Primary Resource? Yes

Estimated Date of Construction: 1924

Source of Date: Oral History

Architectural Style: Colonial Revival

Description:
Large two- or three-room-deep house with symmetrical three-bay front
elevation, porch with round Doric columns and balustrade shelters front entry
with sidelights and an elliptical fanlight, several small casement windows on
side elevations, integral two-story rear wing, brick flue, rear shed dormer.

Condition: Good
Threats to Resource: None Known

Additions/Alterations Description:
The two-story rear porch was glassed in at an early date.

Number of Stories: 2.5
Interior Plan Type:
Accessed?

Interior Description:

Relationship of Secondary Resources to Property:

DHR Historic Context: Architecture/Community Planning
Commerce/Trade
Domestic

Significance Statement:
The Alexander House is a representative example of a Colonial Revival family
dwelling/boarding house dating to the early 20th c., and it contributes to
the historic and architectural character of the West Main Street Corridor.
The house was built in 1924 for Susan Ellen Alexander and her sisters Ida
Tilden and Annie Alexander to serve as their family home and as a boarding
house for students. A half-uncle of the Alexanders, Willis Alexander, was
foreman on the construction project. Willis probably worked with the
Charlottesville Lumber Company, a construction firm that was later chosen to
enclose the back porch of the house. A Mr. Ruebush, who was also involved in
the house’s construction, lived in the house with the Alexanders. From about




1936 until the house was sold to University Baptist Church in 1964, it was
known as the Virginia Lee Tourist (home), and was on the "approved list" of
lodgings for out-of-town female student visitors to UVA.

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

Medium Medium ID # Frames Date
B&W 35mm Photos 14635 10 - 12 2/ /1996
B&W 35mm Photos - / /1996

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA

Sequence #: 1.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Letter
Author: MacLaughlin, Margaret H.
Citation Abbreviation:

Notes:

Sequence #: 2.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Oral History
Author: Harris, Mrs. William H.
Citation Abbreviation:
Telephone Interview, Charlottesville, VA, May 1996
Notes:

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT EVENTS
Date: / /1996
Cultural Resource Management Event: Reconnaissance Survey
Organization or Person: J. Daniel Pezzoni, Preservation Con
ID # Associlated with Event:
CRM Event Notes or Comments:

MAILING ADDRESS
Honorif:
First
Last
Suffix
Title
Company: University Baptist Church trustees

Address: 1223 W. Main St.
City : Charlottesville State: VA

Zip : 22903~ Country: USA
Phone/extension: 804-293-5106

Individual Category Codes:

Mailing Address Notes:

Surveyor’s Notes:
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72 Robbins Road
Watcrtown, Massachusetts 02172
April 07, 1996

Mr. Danie! Pezzoni
P.O. Box 78253
Roanoke, Virginia 24019-0825

Dear Mr. Pezzoni:

In response to an inquiry about historic preservation in Charlottesville, Mr. W. James Eddins of
Preservation Piedmont has referred me to you. He explained that you are conducling an architectural
survey of buildings for Charlottesville and that the City is considering the establishment of a West Main
St. Historic District.

My concern focuses on a house at 110 [3th Street in Charlottesville, between West Main St. and Wertland
St.  Built in 1924, the house was my father’s family home. Although it was a private home, it was also
intended to be a boarding house. For many years my great-aunts and grandparents maintained it as a
tourist home. Then, under the new ownership of the neighboring University Baptist Church, it was leased
to Ronald MacDonald House, a hostel for families of hospital patients. Currently, the property is occupied
by Alex Sawyer House, a hostel for self-care patients.

The house at 110 13th Street is a good example, in my opinion, of the colonial revival style in brick. Tt is
sufficiently valuable for preservation. My family would like to see the house included in a historic district
or zone that would prevent inappropriate alteration or demolition.

At this time I do not have much specific information to send you about the property. There is limited
documentation. However, my parents, who live near Charlottesville, are assembling some dates and
family memories that might be relevant to the survey. If you are using a particular written form for
recording information, perhaps you would send a copy to my parents, as follows:

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Harris
1578 Dudley Mountain Road
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903-9715 tel.: (804) 293-2589

They may be contacting vou and would find it helpful to know what sort of information is needed for the
survey.

Thank vou.

Wmﬁmﬁf e L ases/ i

Margaret H. MacLanghlin




April 11, 1996

Margaret H. MacLaughlin
72 Robbins Rd.
Watertown, MA 02172

Dear Mrs. MacLaughlin:

Thank you very much for providing the information on 110 13th Street. I look forward to
receiving more information from your parents. Some additional facts that would be helpful:

* Name(s) of the builder and/or architect of the house, or whether the house was built from
magazine or pattern book plans.

* The name of the tourist home, and details of its operation.

Its interesting that the house had the dual functions of private residence and boarding house--
many of the homes on Wertland Street were built or retrofitted for the same purpose.

As for whether the house is located in an area that would qualify as a city, state, and national
historic district, its too early for me to say for certain, since I completed the field work phase
of the project two weeks ago. My personal, unofficial opinion is that the property is located in
an area with potential for historic designation. The recommendations I will make to the city by
the end of June will go through several tiers of review before any historic districts are (or are
not) designated. 1 suggest you contact Alice Pool at the Charlottesville Dept. of Community
Devt. (804/971-3182) at the end of the summer for an update on the property’s status.

Again, thanks for contacting me.

Sincerely,

Daniel Pezzoni

cc: Mr. and Mrs. William L. Harris

J. Daniel Pezzoni, Preservation Consultant

PO Box 7825, Roanoke, VA 24019-0825
(540) 366-0787




72 Robbins Road
Watertown, MA 02172
June 3, 1996

Mr. Daniel Pezzont
P.O. Box 7825
Roanoke, Virginia 24019

Dear Mr. Pezzoni:

Thank you for contacting my parents about the house at 110 13th Street in
Charlottesville. As my mother may have told you, we have a report that the University
Baptist Church intends to evict Alex Sawyer House after the end of June 1996, this
month. Furthermore, the Church plans to demolish the house and construct a parking lot
or multi-story garage on the property.

We are of course very concerned and are now contacting the Dept. of Community
Development, as well as the University Baptist Church.

I would like to bring to your attention another building in Charlottesville with some
connection to my family. 909 W. Main Street, near the intersection of Main St. with 10th
Street, is a brick house with a low hipped roof and a porte-cochere. It appears to be the
last vestige of an old residential neighborhood on that section of Main. Perhaps it has
already been covered in the architectural survey. If not, it should have sufficient merit to
be included. It is older than the house at 110 13th Street; my great-grandparents owned
and lived in it at some period of time prior to 1924.

Unfortunately I cannot give you any more facts about 909 W. Main Street , and my
parents probably have little more information to offer.

Thank you again for your work on 110 13th Street.

Sincerely,

Mesgauit H. Mo sl

Margaret Harris MacLaughlin
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