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STREET ADDRESS: 512 North First Street HISTORK, NAME © Edmund C. Pendleton House
MAP & PARCEL: 33-18 DATE / PERIOD c. 1820~-1925
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK 3-506 STYLE No ldentifiable Style
PRESENT ZONING: R-2 MEIGHT {%o cornice) OR STORIES 1+ storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER @ Edmund L, Pendleton DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA © 80' x 207.41" (16,592 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Good .
PRESENT USE: Rental Property (3 apartments) SURVEYOR | Bibb J
PRESENT OWNER ® Myrtle C. Hamlet DATE OF SURVEY: Fail 1980
ADDRESS | 852 Locust Avenue SOURCES City Records

Charlottesville, VA

The Daily Progress, March 31, 1955

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This house is 1% storeys tall, two bays wide {but with three-bay spacing), and double pile. Situated on a very
steep lot, the front porch is at ground level, while the basement is above ground at the rear. Wall construction

is of reinforced concrete, faced with random fieldstone up the first storey windowsills. The medium-pitched

gable roof makes a bellcast swing over the veranda. The roof is covered with slate and has the deeply projecting
eaves and verges, exposes rafter ends, and widely spaced purlins of the California bungalow style. The typical
bungalow roof, however, is lower pitched and has a gable om the facade. There are large interior end chimney

and & smaller interior chimney, both of random fieidstone with rock-faced concrete caps. Large hip-roofed dormers,
each with a group of three full-sized windows, are centered on the front and rear elevations. A concrete window box
is set into the roof below the dormer on the facade. Most of the windows are double-sash, 12-over-1 or 9-over-l
light, with plain surrounds and rock-faced concrete silis. They are functionally arranged, and some are paired,
some are shorter 6-over-1 light, and the height of those in the gables varies with the roofline, Narrow 8-iight
casement windows flank the fireplace in the parlor. The north bay, with a group of three windows of equal size,

is centered on the facade. Basement windows are paired 4 and 6-light casement. There are air vents in the peaks

of the gables. Centered on the north side of the house is a one-storey, shed-roofed, rectangular bay window with

a group of three windows in the center and a narrow 6-over-6 light window at each side. There is a fieldstone
window box supported on stone brackets below the center windows and ancther below a pair of windows on the other
side of the house. Matching window boxes are set on the porch balustrade. The veranda is three bays wide with
concrete floor, fieldstonebalustrade, and fieidstone posts supporting an arched concrete frieze. ~ The veranda
entrance is in the center bay, and the post south of it stops just above the balustrade. The entrance door in the
south bay has six small lights over two vertical panels and is flanked by 8-light sidelights above the stone facing.
There (s a small back porch on the south side of the house with & shed roof supported on brackets, stone balustrade,
and concrete floor and steps. The basement entrance is below it. A low stone wall encloses the vyard.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Edmund C. Pendleton purchased this lot in 1916 {City DB 28-306} and is said to have begun construction soon
afterwards. He designed and constructed the house almost entirely by himself over a period of several years. By
1921, construction has progressed to the point that the 1922 tax record noted: ‘''foundaticn added”. Tax records
further indicate that the house was compieted in 1925, though Pendleton continued to work on it for the rest of his
life. After his death in 1946, his widow divided the house into three apartments. Myrtle C. Hamlet bought it from
the Pendleton heirs in 1977 and uses it as rental property (DB 388-391).
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THE DAILY PROGRESS, CHARLO‘TTESVILLE VA.

Materials From A Church, A Jmﬁ A Bank And A Jewe!ry
Store Went Into The House Edmond Pendleton Built Hef )

By Buvw Loving
Materials from a chureh, a jail, a!
bank, and a jewelry store went into'
~ the house Edmond C, Pendleton| §
" builk at 512 First Street, NE

The word “built” is used a.dvxﬂ.o i

ly, bhecause the writer watehe
. construction of the dwelling inter.:
. mittently from the time it had not)
reached first-floor level umtil its!
builder and his bride moved Into!
the indestructible home. |

Pendleton told the writer murhl

of the projects background and ex-
‘plained many of its features as the
building progressed. e said from
the time he was a mere boy he had
wanted to huild a house. Prelimi-
nary to beginning construction en
the sharply inclining 300-foeot-deep
lof, the lale engraver and watch
repairer for Keller & George said
he read numbers of books, pam-~
phlets and professional articles on
architecture and building and in-
spected as many homes and build-
" ings under,constriction as he could.
Did Work EHinself
Then he bought the Wirst Street
lot and began operations. Pendle-
ton said that, except for hauling
and the handling of heavy ma-
terials, he did all the work him-
self, When the writer visited the
home & few days ago, Mrs. Pendles
ton said her late hushand employ-
ed & professional roofer to roof
the home, Other
few minor detaiis, Bdmand Pendle-
ton designed and built with -« his
,owmn hands the home he had dzcam-
Ted ef,

Indmtructlb}e? Draw your own

* conclusions. The dwelling is of re-.

inforced conerate construction
throughout, You'd never guess the
material he used for reinforcement
—discarded axlea from T - madel
automobiles! Mrs, Pendleton said
there were 16 of these in the front
porch alone.

Pendleton once told the writer a
building contractor said he would
vharge mere for tearing the house
down than for creeting it. Accord-
ing to Mrs. Pendleton, Dr. Stanige;
law J, Makielski, associate profes-

- sor of architectural construction at
the University of Virginia, said he.
wouldn't attempt to  huild
house as it stood on completion for
ess than $30,000. Pendleton said at
ote tiine he thought the building
would cost him F8,000-§10,000, not
~eounting his own laber,

Housekeeper's Dream

The Pendleton house is a house-
keeper's dream. Every conccivable
convenience is built into the struct-
ure, For instince, two chutes lead
from the first floor to the hasement
~—in actuality, it iy a three . story
dwelling, One of these chutes leads
to a trash receptacle and the other

than that and a;

EMPLOYING

with fleld stone az'ol_md the hasge.

n‘onil)g bom' s a ta.ve.rn table
A numhber of closets  also are
the house, Mrs. Pendleton pointed
out one “secret” eloset which, she
said, really was

it ]'I

how to open it. After his death
she called in workmen to apen it

By a system of counterweizhts, the

Icealod behind a light fixture in?

Ithe closet ceiling, the closct opvn-.

ed readily — if one knew where;
;thc- button” was located.

| In the inside portion of a col-!
sumn of the front porch is a recess-

thefod space for putting muddy over.

shoes or milk hottles.

Al pipes, wiring and down-
spouts are embedded in the con-
crete walls and floors. Door [ace
ings and window Iframes of the
basement floor alse are conerete,’

front entrance

Tile Carved ¥loor

The conerete {loors of the house!
are cov_red with tile, linoleum, or

to a soiled clothes haraper in the!l
laundry room. When milady chang-l
es linen on the bheds, she simply:
poites the soiled shects and pillow
case into the proper chute and
“they are in the laundry when she
"is ready to put them in the washer.
In like manner, a dust pan of
irash is dumped into the other
* chute and it lands in & receptacle,
ready to be dumped when full.
These are onmly two of the num-
erols features of this  unusual
house, Bullt « in medicine chests,

wooder flnolmg Must of the trim |
inside is o7 chestnut, now almost
impossible to come by anywhere,

Pendleton knew a thing or two
ahout air-conditioning, toa. e laid
a ling of tile from the Second
end of his lot up to the house line,
then ecarried it up through the!
walls to & closet on the first floor.
This, he told the writer, -would be
his fresh fruit and vegetable “conl-
er.! From the eclosot he continued
the tile to a flue, therehy provid-
ing

MAINLY DISCARDED
floors of this home, Edmund C IF-‘cndieton built for the

o
in

secret, since her!
husband never would tell even her

and found 25 or 30 gallons of wine, !

operating button of which was con. |

And a coat closet at the first floor
is huilt of chest-:

nuf. The back wall, of cement, iy
gralned so  perfectly that one
would not believe it, too, is not’
chestnut.

S
adle ©

draft to draw in the cool ajr’

e

AUTOMOBILE

ndcrgFaina. NG Tang aTEer
dleten's death, his widow stated,
| this device haclifired on her. One
tday she porcelved an oder most
redolent of skunl. When this per-
sisted for several days  without
abating and without her knowing
its source, she callod the Fire De-
partment, The firemen discovered
ta skunk had crawled into the tile
iand hecome wedged,  then died.
i They extricated the offender. Not
long after that, an opossum suffore
ted the same fate, After two such
experiences. Mrs. Pendleton said
she had the pipe scaled off against
‘wntme-«om:_ sleunks and "possums.
\ All of Pendleton’s skill and pre-
}('Hmn as an engraver and watch-
prepalrer woent inko construction of
i his home. It is, indeed, a monu-
ment thal will stand as long as
,anv ohelisk or thn@ statue, Only
" high explosives could destroy it and
it would he fulile to attempt to

ronly scar it.

. Even al the time of Pendleton's
“death in 1946 the house was not
;entireiy cempleted.  Mrs, Pendle-
bton pointed out a disappearing tav-
pern table which he had not finish-
ed, He had to devise aznd make
special hingey for the table and
[had not made all of them at the
Ilime of his death, she said,’

Materinls Make Difference

i Pendleton  was employed - from
1812 - 1946 by Keller & George. This
[ represented Lhe
he spent building the everlasting
\house at 312 Tirst Street, N.E.

The exterinr of the house does
not set it anart ag different from
other homes, 1t i3 the materials of
vhich it is made, some of them
yiven to lum for hauling  them

T

burn it down. A blow torch would.

approximate time’

AXLES for r<=mforc‘mg the concrete walls and -
future—many years of it. The dwelling is trimmed

-—-—Pr()“less photo by’ Lovm ;

AWHY, 'lnd “the mnstr‘lc‘hon d
that mark the Pendleton shouse ag
the most unusual in this atea. Pen-
dieton used to drive his car-into
the mountains and bring back, a

few al a time, the field stone with |

which the lower portlcm of the
tiouse is faced, '
Mrs. Pendleton has converted

the house into three apartments,
She occupies the basement apart-
ment and rents out the other two.

The materials from the church,
bank, jail and Keller &: George.
Pendicton used white'  tile-Faced
brick from the old Monticello Bank
and Albemarle Insurance Co. build-
ing at 4th & Main Sts, recently
demolished, to house a  kitchen
range and ventilating hood over it
Flaor tile left over from a remodel-
ing project at Keller & George is
on the first story kitchenette floor
according . to Mrs. Pendlefon. The
writer does not recall the church
from which materials came, Jbut
it probahly was from the ngh St
Baptist Church when it ‘was re-
stored after being gutted by fire.
Pipe or other discarded materials

probably came from the Albemarle .

County jail during its remodeling

some years age. .
1f, as Slr Edward Coke (1552
1634) said, "a man's housé is. his

castle,” Bdmond Pendleton's house
is as impregnable as any medieval
castle, but with ultra- mcldetn. ap-
pointments.

Halves of fresh pears filled with
creamstyle cotlage cheese and gar-
nished with erisp green pepper
rings make fine lunch or supper
salads,  Arrange the pears on let-
tuce and serve the salad with may- |
onnaise or French dressing. ‘
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