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STREET ADDRESS ;. 223 Fourth Street, SW HISTORIC NAME .| Smith-Reaves House
il MAP 8 PARCEL: 29-42 DATE / PERIOD ! \C/ 1866]—1870
e . STYLE . ernacular
' gggSSLéiTTR;O(:JINAGNID RB'I'_300K HEIGHT (fo cornice) OR STORIES 14‘;Istc>reysI
! ORIGINAL OWNER: Armistead Smith DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 25' x c.82' (2130 sq. ft.)
i ORIGINAL USE. Residence CONDITION G?Od
8 PRESENT USE . Residence SURVEYOR . Bibb

PRESENT OWNER . Franklin N. White DATE OF SURVEY . Spring 1984

ADDRESS . 223 Fourth Street, SW SOURCES: City/County Records Lucy N. White
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901 1877 Gray Map Chiville City Directories

Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1907, 1920, 1929

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

g This quaint 1i-storey house has small second storey windows set at floor level, just below the low roofline. This
original section is a 1¥-storey, 2-bay, single-pile structure. A two-part, one-storey rear addition makes the first
level double pile. It probably was originally set on piers, but it now has a low cinderblock foundation faced with
concrete. The weatherboarded walls are painted green with beige trim. The house has a steep gable roof with

| projecting eaves and close verges and a boxed cornice. Composition shingles have replaced with original wooden

| ones. A small interior chimney, faced with concrete, is located just north of the center of the house. First storey
windows on the ends of the house are shorter than those on the facade, and second storey end windows are still
shorter. On the facade, half-sized windows are set below the low roofline. First storey windows are double-sash,

3 6-over-6 light. Second storey sashes have been replaced with louvers. All have plain trim. A concrete slab serves
as a front porch, and a metal awning shelters the entrance in the northern bay of the facade. The Victorian entrance
door has six lights over three panels, with architrave trim. The northern half of the one-storey rear wing has

a gable roof. The southern half is set on brick piers and is probably an enclosed porch. It has a nearly flat

§ shed roof covered with composition roofing. A shed-roofed back porch, half enclosed and half screened, covers the
southern two-thirds of the rear elevation of the wing.

An L-shaped one-storey weatherboarded cottage with avery steep gable roof stands a few feet behind this house, but
is now on a separate lot. It was built sometime after Fannie Reaves purchased the property in 1920 and is still
owned by a family member (DB 139-267).

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1866 John T. Barksdale acquired title to a block of lots, that he and John N. Fry had owned jointly behind the

§ Dice House (ACDB 65-64). In 1870, the widow and son of Armistead Smith deeded to Phillip Smith (probably another

# son) their interest in a lot which Armistead Smith had bought from Barksdale. The deed mentions buildings and
improvements. The widow retained a life interest in the property (ACDB 73-449). Another deed in 1874 gave Phitlip
Smith a clear title to a part of this same property (ACDB 73-435), Smith having sold part of the lot (ACDB 69-204).
§ The latter transaction stated that Phillip Smith was residing on his property in January 1874. Robert Kelser bought
§ the house from Smith in 1891 (City DB 2-254) and sold it two years later to Mrs. Berkley Bullock (DB 4-241), who

§ immediatley subdivided the lot and sold the house to Nannie Smith and Mary Brown (DB 4-249). They sold it in 1906

1 to A. T. Buckner (DB 18-6) who, according to the Sanborn Maps, must have built the first section of the rear wing

§ before selling the house to Fannie F, Reaves in 1920 (DB 36-455). She apparently extended the wing across the whole
rear elevation in the 1920's. Mrs. Reaves deeded the house to her daughter Levonia Bacon in 1946 (DB 129-362).

| After Mrs. Bacon's death, her nephew Franklin N. White bought the house in 1982 (DB 428-673).
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