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STREET ADDRESS: 301 Fifth Street, SW

MAP & PARCEL . 29-104

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:.

PRESENT ZONING:. R-2

ORIGINAL OWNER: John and Rebecca Shelton
ORIGINAL USE. Residence

PRESENT USE: Residence

PRESENT OWNER . Lonnie Vest, Jr., Bertha M. Vest

ADDRESS . 301 Fifth Street, SW
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901

HISTORIC NAME | Shelton-Fuller House

DATE / PERIOD: Before 1876

STYLE : Victorian Vernacular

HEIGHT (to cornice)OR STORIES. 2 storeys

DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 56' x 130' (7280 sq. ft.)

CONDITION Good

SURVEYOR Bibb

DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1984

SOURCES: City/County Records
1877 Gray Map
Sanborn Map Co. 1907

Bertha Vest
Ch'ville City Directories

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This is a basic 2-storey, 3-bay, single-pile Virginia |-house set on an English basement. The front yard has now
been filled in behind a brick retaining wall that curves around the front of the house from each side of the entrance
porch. Walls and foundation are constructed of brick laid in 7-course (and some 9-course) American bond. The
medium-pitched bellcast gable roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has projecting eaves and verges, a boxed
cornice with sawn brackets on the front and side elevations, and a plain frieze. There is a low central gable on

the facade. Each of the two exterior end chimneys has a small cap and one set of weatherings at the sides. The south
chimney also has twoweatherings on the face of the chimney, both between the first and second storey levels.

Windows are double-sash, 2-over-2 light, with plain trim at the basement level and architrave trim at the two upper
levels. First storey windows are somewhat taller than those at the other two levels. A one-storey, entrance

porch covers the central bay of the facade. |t has a bellcast truncated hip roof covered with sheet metal with a

boxed cornice, paired cornice brackets, and a plain frieze.

Two of the original chamfered square posts with large

sawn brackets remain attached to the facade, but the other two posts have been replaced with wrought iron, as has
the balaustrade. There is a concrete floor. The entrance door has also been replaced, but the rectangular transom
and 3-light sidelights over panels with moulded rails remain. There is a one-storey semi-octagonal bay window in
the northern bay of the facade. |Its roof matches that of the entrance porch, except that the cornice brackets are
not paired. There are narrow 1-over-1 light windows at the sides and a 2-over-2 light window in the center plane.
At the basement level, there is only a 6-over-6 light window in the center plane. A one-storey cinderblock wing
with a low-pitched gable roof covers the center bay of the rear elevation, probably replacing an earlier frame

wing. It has now been extended to both sides.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

An 1876 deed of trust noted that John N. Fry had contracted to sell to John & Rebecca Shelton ''the house and lot
where they now reside on the west side of the 01d Still House Road...." (ACDB 70-262). This house appears on
the 1877 Gray Map. Shelton died before he finished paying for the house, and his son-in-law Charles Fuller paid

the rest and received a deed in 1896 (City DB 7-286).

A one-storey frame rear wing was added before 1907. After

the deaths of Fuller and his wife, their heirs used the house as rental property for many years before finally
selling it in 1979 to Lonnie & Bertha Vest (DB 307-217, LoL-175).

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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