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STREET ADDRESS: 418 Fifth Street, S.W. HISTORIC NAME . Hawkins-Wondree House
MAP & PARCEL: 29-161 DATE / PERIOD : 1832-1840, 18927
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 4-340 STYLE: Vernacular
PRESENT ZONING:. R-2 HEIGHT (fo cornice) OR STORIES:. 13 Storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Allen W. Hawkins DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 75' x 240' (18,000 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE. Residence CONDITION Fair
PRESENT USE: Residence SURVEYOR : Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . Arlene Dale Sweeney DATE OF SURVEY . Fall 1977, 1986

ADDRESS . 640 Farnham Drive SOURCES: City/County Records

Richmond, Virginia 23236 Mrs. Louis H. Wondree (Janny G. Wondree)

Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlotte

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This little brick house consists of two sections connected by a common chimney. The original section is typical of
the more substantia! vernacular dwellings with some Federal details in which the middle class of Charlottesville
lived during the first half of the nineteenth century. It is 1% storeys tall, three bays wide, and single pile.

The brick is laid in Flemish bond on the facade and in 5-course American bond on the other three sides. The house
has a steep gable roof covered with composition roofing, with close eaves and verges. It has the mousetooth cornice
popular in the Federal period. There is one capped exterior end chimney. A small entrance porch with a flat roof
supported by over-sized square posts has replaced the original. There are very large, double-sash, 6-over-6 light
windows with architrave trim at the first storey level. This section consists of one large room, a small side hall
with enclosed corner stair, and a small room behind the hall on the first level; and two small bedrooms on the second
level. The mantel, wainscoting, and doors have been replaced over the years, but all of the original Federal door
and window architraves, the chair rail, and the flooring, have survived. The later addition at the south end of the
house is joined to the original section only at the first storey level, and the two remain separated at the upper
level by the width of their common chimney, so that the second storey windows have not been disturbed. The roof is
the same height and pitch, but because the later section is set three steps lower and has lower ceilings, there is
room for a full second storey. The brick is laid in 7-course American bond with mousetooth cornice matching that in
the older section. The facade has only one very small 4-light casement window. The single room on the first level
was apparently the kitchen: The Wondrees found pothooks in the fireplace before it was closed up. The enclosed
corner stair leading to the single large bedroom above had to be replaced in the 1930's because a previous owner had
removed it and built an exterior stairway. The Wondrees built a cinderblock kitchen wing behind this newer section,
and built and later enclosed a porch at the end. The entire house is set on a very low foundation.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1629 and 1830 Allen W. Hawkins purchased 10% acres from Alexander Garrett between his proposed Ridge Street and
'the new road to William Henning's Old Still House' (5th Street, SW) (ACDB 28-287 & 289). Tax records show that
Hawkins built several houses on his property between 1832 and 1840. Then between 1840 and 1843, he purchased an
adjoining 12% acres and turned his attention to it. He built a number of houses, apparently as rental property,

and from time to time sold off lots and houses. The Hawkins family probably occupied several of the houses
themselves at one time or another, but were living in this house at the time of Hawkins's death in 1856. His heirs
sold the house and four acres ''upon which A. W. Hawkins resided' to William B. Chisholm in 1883 (ACDB 76-69, 84-194) .
He probably built the southern section of the house, nearly doubling its size. |Its 7-course American bond brickwork
dates it after the Civil War. Tax records suggest the date of 1892, although stylistically it appears older.

J. B. Andrews bought the house in 1904 (City DB 16-32) and apparently rented it to someone who conducted a dining
hall for University students, cooking in the smaller room on the main level and serving meals in the larger room.
The National Corporation acquired the property in 1933 (DB 69-318, 78-130), subdivided it, and sold the house to
Louis H. and Janny G. Wondree in 1935 (DB 87-424, 124-48). Mrs. Wondree occupied the house until recently, and it
is now owned by her granddaughter Arlene Brown Sweeney (DB 455-359).

Additional References: ACDB 58-365, 86-281, 88-40, L424-840; City DB 124-49

SIGNIFICANCE

This 1i-storey brick house with Federal details is representative of a form once very common in Charlottesville,

where the Federal style remained popular well into the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Today, however,

it is the only virtually unaltered example of its type remaining in the City. Some larger Federal buildings have
survived intact, but smaller houses such as this were usually either enlarged or replaced completely. This makes

the Hawkins-Wondree House of great importance to the architectural history of Charlottesville. In its own right,

this house is a fine exmaple of a vernacular side-hall-plan house with some Federal details. Especially noteworthy
are its mousetooth cornice and cyma reversa mouldings. The house has retained a great deal of its original fabric,
and the later section was added in such a way as to disturb the original as little as possible. It is interesting
that the roofline, the pitch of the roof, and the mousetooth cornice were repeated in the addition. Twentieth century
additions wisely have been attached to the newer section, leaving the original relatively intact.

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



LANDMARK SURVEY
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IDENTIFICATION

Street Address: 418 Fifth Street, S.W.
Map and Parcel: 29-161
Census Track & Block: 4-340

Present Owner: Janny G. Wondree
Address: L18 Fifth Street, S.W.

Present Use: Residence
Original Owner: Allen W. Hawkins

BASE DATA

Historic Name: Hawkins-Wondree House
Date/Period: 1832-1840, 1892

Style: Venacular

Height to Cornice:
Height in Stories: 1

N]=

Present Zoning: R-2
Land Area (sq.ft.): 75' x 240!
Assessed Value (land + imp.):

Original Use: Residence

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

I This unpretentious little brick house consists of two sections connected by a common. chimney. The older section,

| built in the 1830's,is 1% stories with an exterior end chimney and a steeply pitched composition gable roof with

i close eaves and verges. The brick is laid in Flemish bond on the facade and in 5-course American bond on the other
three sides. |t has the mouse-tooth cornice popular in the late Federal period. The small entrance porch with flat
roof supported by four over-sized square posts is a later addition. The doors and large double-sash six-over-six
windows are not original, but are the same size as the originals. They have simple architrave trim. This section
contains one large room, a small side hall with enclosed corner stairway, a small room behind the hall, and two
small bedrooms on the second level. The low paneling has been removed and the fireplace closed, but the wide
window and door architraves are probably original. The 1892 addition at the chimney end of the house is joined

to the original section only at the main level, and the two remained separate at the upper level by the width of
their common chimney, so that the second-storey windows have not disturbed. The roof is the same height and pitch,
but because the later section is set three steps lower and has lower ceilings, there is room for a full second storey.
The brick is laid in seven-course American bond with mouse-tooth cornice matching that in the older section. The
facade has only one very small four-paned casement window. The single room on the main level was apparantly the
kitchen: the present owner found pothooks in the fireplace before it was closed up. The enclosed corner stairwa

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

leading to the single large bedroom above had to be replaced in the 1930's because a previous owner had taken it
down and built an outside stairway. The Wonderees built a cinderblock kitchen wing behind this newer section,
and built and later enclosed a porch at the end.

In 1829 and 1830 Allen W. Hawkins purchased 10% acres from Alexander Garrett between his proposed Ridge Street
and '""the new road to Wm. Henning's old Still House'" (5th Street, S.W.). Ridge Street was still undeveloped at that
time. Hawkings built several houses on his property between 1832 and 1840. Then between 1840 and 1843 he purchased
an adjoining 12% acres and turned his attention to it. He built a number of houses, apparently as rental property,
and from time to time sold off lots and houses. Hawkins died in 1856, and his heirs sold the house and four acres
""upon which A.W. Hawkins resided" to Wm. B. Chisholm in 1883. He sold it in 1886, but his wife Annie E. Chisholm
bought it back the next year. From tax records, it appears that they built the southern section of the house in

GRAPHICS

1892, nearly doubling its size. The Chisholms sold the house to J.B. Andrews in 1904. He apparently rented it to
someone who operated a dining hall for University students there, cooking in the smaller room on the main level and
serving meals in the larger room. The National Corporation acquired the property in 1933, subdivided it, and in |
1935 sold the house to Louis H. and Janny G. Wondree who added two more rooms. The house is still owned and occupied
by Mrs. Wondree.

Deed References: ACDB 28-287 & 289, 76-69, 84-194, 86-281, 88-40; City DB 16-32, 78-130, 87-424, 12L4-49.

CONDITIONS

Fair

SOURCES
City/County Records

Mrs. Louis H. Wondree (Janny G. Wondree)
Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
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1545 Dairy Zoad
Charlottesville, VA 22903
March 6, 1992

Mro ‘Ohristopher Brown
601 Laurel Street
Culpeper, VA 22701

Dear Chris,

Arlene told me you were coming to look «t the house, and I had intended to go while
you and she were there. I drove by about noon that dey, but saw nc indication that
anyone was there, and since the weather was ineredibly nasty, did not go to the door,

I'm afraid I don't have much more information. I wrote the survey with a National
Register nomination in mind eand so tried to make 1t as complete as possible,

As for local building practices in the nineteenth century, the Federal period lasted
longer in this area than elceviere, probably because of Thomas Jefferson's influence
on local tastes. The University was built between 1817 and 1825, and neny of the
master builders and craftsmen remained in the =rea applying the same nethods used
there to theﬁﬁ own work, This area had been settled in the 1730's end the town
founded in 1762, but only two or three eighteenth century buildings have survimed.

A number of Federal buildings remain from the first half of the nineteenth century,
some built as late as the mid-1840's, Those that have survived are the larger, more
prominent examples of the style., At the other end of the spectrur would be the more
humble, workers' cottages, none of which have survived., This house falls somewhere
in between, It is essentially 2 smallvernacular house, but with Fedsral detsils,

I would assume that it is a fairly typicael upper middle class residence of the period,.
A professor in the U, Va, School of Architecture who looked at this house with me
said that it had once been "quite elegant", He admired its cyma reversa mouldings
and said that the flooring and nearly all of the trim, both interior and exterior,
were original. The chair rail =nd at lesst one window sash are originals but the
wainscoting below the chair rail, the doors, most of the window ssshes, and the
mantel have been replaced,

He did not say anything specific about the staircase, Its location and arrangement
appear to be obviously original, unless you have spotted some indication of change
that I missed., Since the flooring is original, I would assume that the stair treads
were too. I do not remember the handrail and do not have a photo of it. Federal
handrails were usuelly very simple. The other staircese, the one in the later section,
was completely rebuilt in the 1930's,as you know.,

I know nothing ebout Allen W, Hawkins beyond what can be learned from his many real
estate trensactionsy but he appears to have been sornething of e sm2ll scale real
estate developer in the area just west of Ridge Strest, probably as a sideline to
his principal occupation, whatever that may have been., I assume that he was a nember
of the same Hawkins feamily that included a number of prominent Charlottesville
merchents in the late-nineteenth and Barly to mid-twentieth centuries, “ome half
dozen houses on Ridge Street were owned and occupied by members of the Hawkins
family during its reign as a fashioneble residential district,

I know nothing at all about William B, Chisholm., I infer that he and hig family
lived in the house,




Ja Be Andrews wes a procer and a large lendowner who lived at 511 Ridge “treet, He
also owaed several cattle and horse farms snd an orchard. This house wasda small
investuent for himand wmay have been purchased because its four=scre lot adgoined
his proverty on Ridge Street. I have found no documentation of the housels having
been used as 2 dining hall for U, Va, students, but see no reason to doubt it.
There were o muwber of boarding houses and even small private dormitory complexes
around the University. This is a little farther away, but it would have been pretty
accoessible, especially 1f it nmostly served private parties and club weetings instead
of daily meals,

I wish I could be of wmors help. Please Tzel free to call we if vou have any more
quesbionse. I will be asway for a few days begimming Wednesdey morning, so call
belore then.

Sincerely,

Eugenia Bibb
(80h) 2966567




February 22, 1992

Fugenia Bibb, of the

Historic Landmarks Commlssion
1545 Dairy Road
Charlottesville, Va 22603

My mname is Christopher Brown and I am completing a National
Reglister nomination for Arlene Bweeney's Charlottesville home at
418 Bth street 8W. I have a copy of the prelimlnary survey that
you did for this property during the summer of 1981,

I would be greateful 1f you would provide me any more
information on +the house that you may have. My main interest
concerns the building's historical background and significance.
Also, please mention any other sources that you used for the
survey., My main wish is to understand the building practices of
19th century Charlottesville and Albemarle county that you
mentioned in the survey.

Finally, 1 would appreciate your opinion on the date of the
stairs and stalr rail in the original block -— at the front
entrance.

Your prompt reply to this letter is greatly appreclated,
Thankyou for your time and assistance;

Christopher Brown
601 Laurel Street
Culpeper VA, 22701




Divisions
Historic Landmarks
Litter Control
Parks and Recreation
Soil and Water Conservation

B. C. LEYNES, JR.
Director

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Conservation and Historic Resources

Division of Historic Landmarks 221 Governor Street
z g Richmond, Virginia 23219
H. Bryan Mitchell, Director Telephone (804) 786-3143

November 28, 1986

Ms. Eugenia Bibb, Surveyor

Charlottesville Historic Landmarks Commission
Department of Community Development

City Hall

P.0. Box 911

Charlottesville, VA 22902

Re: Hawkins-Wondree House, 418 Fifth Street SW, Charlottesville

Dear Ms. Bibb:

Thank you for sending us the revised documentation for the Hawkins-Wondree
House. Our staff and State Review Board will review the documentation by
December 9, 1986. Should we agree that the documentation is sufficient for a
determination of eligibility in the context of the Charlottesville Multiple
Resource Area, we will resubmit the property for National Register consideration
as soon as possible after that date.

Please direct the Tax Act certification application to John Wells. I will be
interested in knowing the owner's plans for treatment of the existing roof.

Sincerely,

- .
1'[¢végif9*’>67- Czizugzkii-//

Robert A. Carter

Survey and Register Section Supervisor

cc: John Wells

RAC/an




Noverbher 13, 1996

» Robert A, Jarier

Virginia Division of Historie Landmorks
221 Covernor ‘treeat

Richmond, Virginia 23219

EN :{

Re: Hawkins=Yondree "ouse
413 Piftth Street ©W
‘harlovtesville, Ve,
Nec. 9/7/32=2435

Dezsr Mr, Carter:

"nalosed is the revised documentetion on the sbove named house
Por nomination to the Mharlottesvills "ultinle wwesource Ares,

ifter 1 talked with vou leost weelr, I realized that more photographs
vere needed for the listorie Preservation Certificnation Avplication.
1 wiil send thet next week., “hould I also send thet to you?

i eppreci-te vour belp in this, Thie ie o nice house, and I em
arvious Lo see it urecerved, Please let me kmow if 1 con vrovide
further informestion or eseeiet in any way,

“incerely,

Turenia Bihb
Surveyor

‘herlottesvilie ‘istoric
Landmarlics Jommigdion
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