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STREET ADDRESS: 113 Sixth Street, NW HISTORIC NAME  |[Ebenezer Baptist Church
MAP & PARCEL: 32-170 DATE / PERIOD : (1908
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 1-308 STYLE : Victorian Vernacular
PRESENT ZONING: B-3 HEIGHT (to cornice)OR STORIES: 1 storey
ORIGINAL OWNER: Trustees of Ebenezer Baptist Church DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA @ 58' x 110.2' (6391.2 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Church CONDITION | oo
PRESENT USE: Church SURVEYOR . i}
PRESENT OWNER . Trustees of Ebenezer Baptist Church DATE OF SURVEY ] Winter 1979

. ADDRESS . 113 Sixth Street, NW SOURCES: | City Records

B Charlottesville, VA Mrs. Helen B. Tonsler, Church Secretary

Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1907, 1920

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

&——In a neighborhood of narrow residential streets, the Ebenezer Baptist Church occupies a commanding position at
the end of a "T" intersection. It is a rectangular structure, three bays wide and four bays long, set on a high base-
ment, with a detached side tower and a rear chancel wing. Construction is of brick laid in 5-course American-with-
Flemish bond. The steep slate roof has exposed rafter ends and concrete-capped parapet gables. Above the water
table, each bay is recessed between plan brick piers, with the recession corbelled out at the top. The piers extend
above the parapet gables on the facade. There is a large stained glass Gothic window with stone tracery in the
center bay of the facade. In the side bays of the facade and on the side elevations there are pointed-arched stained
glass windows with concrete sills, keystones, and end blocks. Basement windows are double-sash, 1l-over-1 light, with
moulded wooden surrounds, jack arches, and concrete sills. A two-flight concrete stair rises around the southeast
front corner to the entrance tower which covers the first bay of the south elevation. The square tower rises in two
stages to the height of the ridge of the roof. A stringcourse at cornice level defines a belfry with corner piers
and a pair of pointed-arched vents with stone tracery on each side, topped with a concrete-capped battlement. From
this rises an octagonal slate spire with finial.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

&——The Ebenezer Baptist Church was organized on March 25, 1892. This lot was purchased immediately (City DB 3-238),
and the first church building on the site was dedicated in January 1894. It was a brick building, approximately the
same dimensions as the presént one, but set on a low foundation with a central entrance tower and wooden steeple. It
burned on Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 1907. The congregation rebuilt immediately, and the present building was
dedicated in October 1908. Memorial stained glass windows were installed in the 1960's.

SIGNIFI CANCE
This is a very fine example of an early 20th century church building. It is occupied by one of the oldest black
congregations in the city.

R I E———

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT




Street Address:

IDENTIFICATION

V54 L v

BASE DATA

Historic Name: /= ﬂ’

/“.; é /rfzc
gl

Map and Parcel: 7.4 /77 Date/Period: I/M»f" K(’W/C'/ogﬁ'/z
Census Track & Block: Style:
Present Qwner: Height to Cornice: %
Address: Height in Stories: z_
Present Use: Present Zoning: /A -
Original Owner: Land Area (sq.ft.): .J(*gg;'? X ve.z’
Original Use: Assessed Value (land + imp.):
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
s
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION
GRAPHICS
CONDITIONS SOURCES
|
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Page No. 1 IPS (INTEGRATED PRESERVATION SOFTWARE) 05/20/1996
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY REPORT

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY FORM

Reviewey VM,

DHR Idenfication Number: 104-0301 UQaret pg,
ers
Other DHR Number: Property Date(s) 1908
PROPERTY NAMES EXPLANATION
Ebenezer Baptist Church (113 6th St. NW) Historic/Location
County/Independent City: Charlottesville
State: Virginia
Magisterial District: N/A Tax Parcel: 32-170
USGS Quad Map Name: CHARLOTTESVILLE EAST
UTMs of Boundary:
Center UIM:
Restrict location and UTM data? N
ADDRESSES

Number Thoroughfare Name Explanation
113 - 6th St. NW
Vicinity: Town/Village/Hamlet:

Name of National Register Historic District:
Name of DHR Eligible Historic District:

Name of Local Historic District:

Physical Character of General Surroundings: City

Site Description/Notable Landscape Features:
Church stands at south end of a block of residences, part of the Starr Hill
neighborhood.

Ownership: Private NR Resource Type: Building
WUZITS
Seq. # # of Wuzit Types Historic?
1.0 1 Church Historic
TOTAL: 1
Historic: 1
Non-Historic: 0




PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

Component # Comp Type/Form Material Material Treatment
Structural System 0 Masonry Brick Random Courses
Roof 0 Gable: front Slate Shingle

Window (s) 0 Fixed Stained

INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 WUZIT: Church

Primary Resource? Yes

Estimated Date of Construction: 1908

Source of Date: Local Records

Architectural Style: Gothic Revival

Description:
Church with nave form and side entry tower. Brickwork features vitrified
headers and corbeled embayments on the front gable. Tower entry,
stained-glass windows, and louvered belfry openings are lancet-arched. Tower
has crenelation, concrete copings and belt courses, and an octagonal-section
spire with a metal finial. Other features include a marble cornerstone,
raised basement, brick flues to rear, and a lower apsidal extension.

Condition: Good
Threats to Resource: None Known

Additions/Alterations Description:

Number of Stories: 1.0
Interior Plan Type:
Accessed?

Interior Description:

Relationship of Secondary Resources to Property:

DHR Historic Context: Architecture/Community Planning
Ethnicity/Immigration
Religion

Significance Statement:
Ebenezer Baptist Church is one of several historic African-American churches
in Charlottesville, most located in the West Main Street corridor. The church
organized in 1892 and dedicated its first church building at the site in
1894. This building had a centered front entry tower with a frame octagonal
spire. The first church burned in 1907 and was replaced with the present
building, which was dedicated in October 1908. Memorial stained glass windows
were added in the 1960s. The church contributes to the historic and
architectural character of the West Main Street corridor.

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION
Medium Medium ID # Frames Date

B&W 35mm Photos 14631 6 - 2/ /1996
B&W 35mm Photos 14631 ) - 12 2/ /1996




BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA

Sequence #: 1.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Local Records
Author: City of Charlottesville
Citation Abbreviation:

Charlottesville Architectural and Historic Survey files
Notes:

Sequence #: 2.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Report
Author: Liebman and McQuaid
Citation Abbreviation:

Study of Ten Black Baptist Churches in Albemarle County.
Notes: .

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT EVENTS
Date: 2/ /1996
Cultural Resource Management Event: Reconnalssance Survey
Organization or Person: J. Daniel Pezzoni, Preservation Con
ID # Associated with Event:
CRM Event Notes or Comments:

MAILING ADDRESS
Honorif:
First
Last
Suffix
Title
Company: Ebenezer Baptist Church

Address: 113 6th St. NW
City : Charlottesville State: VA

Zip : 22901- Country: USA
Phone/extension: 804-296-7032

Individual Category Codes:

Mailing Address Notes:

Surveyor'’'s Notes:
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