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STREET ADDRESS:. 520 Eighth Street, N.E. HISTORIC NAME . Fairfax Taylor House
i MAP 8 PARCEL . 53-208 DATE / PERIOD . Early 1870's, c. 1890, c. 1925-30

| CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: STYLE: Vernacular
PRESENT ZONING. R-2 HEIGHT (to cornice}OR STORIES: 2 storeys

ORIGINAL OWNER: Fairfax Taylor DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 57.3' x 226' (129, 489 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION ; Good
| PRESENT USE . Residence SURVEYOR ; Bibb
¢ PRESENT OWNER . James E. Brown, Jr. DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1984
: ADDRESS . 520 Eighth Street, NE SOURCES: City/County Records 1877 Gray Map
Charlottesville, VA 22901 James E. Brown, Jr. Sanborn Map Co. - 1920

Mary Angell Branch Moore, Albemarle: Jefferson

Lounty
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

§ The Fairfax Taylor House is a basic 2-storey, 2-bay, double-pile house set on a high foundation witha full basement.
# The foundation and the weatherboarded walls have been faced with stucco. The house has a medium-pitched hip roof

| with gables centered on both side elevations and over the slightly projecting northern bay of the facade. |t has

| projecting eaves and verges, a boxed cornice with returns, and a plain frieze. Brown composition shingles have re-
placed the original standing-seam metal. There are circular air vents in the gables. Windows are double-sash,

l 2-over=2 light, with plain trim, the same height at both levels. Basement windows are 6-over-6 Tight on the south

| elevation and 6-light hinged-sash on the north. There is a board-§-batten basement door on the south elevation.

i A one-storey screened-in veranda covers most of the facade. |t has a medium-pitched hip roof covered with standing-
¥ seam metal, boxed cornice, plain frieze, and turned posts, and a concrete floor. The balustrade has been replaced.
| The entrance in the southern bay of the facade has architrave trim and a single-panel rectangular transom. The door
4 has been replaced

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

2 In 1870, Fairfax Taylor, who had purchased his own freedom before the Civil War and was a vocal advocate of Civil

! Rights for the newly freed slave, bought a 2 3/4 acre lot north of Maplewood Cemetery (ACDB 68-390). He deeded the
¥ northern portion of this to his son James S. Taylor in (ACDB }. Tax records indicate that both built houses

} almost immediately and enlarged them c. 1890. Both houses appear onthe 1877 Gray map of Charlottesville. James

{ Taylor's house, which was demolished in 1958, stood on the site of 526 Eighth Street, n.E. In 1893, Fairfax Taylor
| deeded the rest of the lot to two of his daughters, Florinda Taylor Jones and Susan Taylor Angell, on the condition
that he and his wife could continue to occupy the house (City DB 4-285). The daughters divided the property into

| two lots in 1898, after Fairfax Taylor's death (DB 8-452). Tax records indicate that Susan T. Angell received the

[ existing houses and that Florinda T. Jones immediately built a house of similar value. This latter house at 518
Eighth Street, NW left the family after her death (DB 41-62), but Fairfay Taylor's house is still owned and occupied §
| by a great grandson of Susan T. Angell (City WB 11-385, 19-258; City DB 376-187). |t was stuccoed in the late 1920's. |
§ The porch floor and the standing-seam metal on the roof were replaced in 1978. :
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