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- Qi A de .
1. General Statement:

Ao Arcnlitectural Character: Oak Iawn is an early nine-
ceentn century dwelling showing Jeffersonian influence.
B

soni
. Condition of fabric: So”uctu ally sound, but in need

cription of the Exterior:

A. Overall dimensions: The three-bay two-story main
block with pedimented gable end front is four-bays long and
framed by a two-bay one-story wing on the north and the sout

There is a frame shed enclosed porch addition on the west side
of the south wing and a similar frame addition off a small one-

story one-bay brick addition on the west of the main block.
B. PFoundation: Brick, '

C. Wall construction: The walls are finely laid in Flemish

e
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bond above a water table of all header quarter-round brick, and ™
in a three-course American bond below the water table. Queen m

closers nmark the salient corners. The small western addition

on the main block is laid in 8ix -course American bond (the

brick for this addition came from the former exterior kitcher

The frame additions are covered with clapboards.

D. Porcnes: A three-bay, one-story porch with a flat r
serving as the second story balcony shelters the entrance of
the main block, is supported by four Tuscan columns and has
simple entablature. A cast-iron geometrically patterned
bpalustrade surmounts the porch.

L. Chimneys: Exterior chimneys arise between the main
block and each of the wings. An interior-end chimney is at
the west end of the main block.

F, Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: The east entrance has a docr-
way with architrave trim. FEach double door has a large glass

window in the upper half. An entrance with similar trim and
a s8ix paneled door opens on the upper level of the east faca
2. Windows: Wooden double-hung windows have nine-o

nine sash and are surrounded by simple trim, not the usual .
architrave moldings found in most Teifewqonjan buildings

G. Roof: Tnhe gable roof of the main block has a pedime
gable end with a lunette over the east facade. The wings al
have gable roofs. A wooden box cornice with molding is empl
and barge boards are used on the remalining gable ends.

III. Description of the Interior:

A. Floor plan: Both wing rocms and the west room in th
main block open off the entrance hall -— the east room of th
mein block. The room in the brick addition opens to the wes
of tne main block.

B. Stairway: An enclosed dog-leg stair ascends in the

northwest corner of T-. unirance nall A similiar stair ascends
from the east wall in voo o0 o om

-

C. Wal¢ and Celliﬂ” ey ._‘AA;J;nted plaster.
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D. Doorways and doors: Doorways have architrave trim and

e naam T S A
ixX=pane.ed doors.,

S N
.o Trim:  All the rooms have a molded chalr-rail and base-
vboara. In tne hall and the library the chaipy-rail and the base-
voarcs employ simple greck moldings on the walls with the
Tireplaces The other three walls use a Georgien molding. The
3 in the west room have symmetrically molded trim with

ii
ks. The east room has molded plaster +trin around tne

perimet f the ceiling and a rosette in the center.

F. Heating: Fireplaces are in every room. The mantel in
the entrance hall has dentil work under the broad shelf, a plain
frieze and plain pilasters. The other mantels have a plain friex
with a molding and plain pilasters. Each Tireplace has an iron
fireplace lining with reeded pilasters and a pPanelled lintel.

IV, )Site:

A, Setting: Oak Lawn 18 set on a hill and looks east over
Charlottesville. The house 1s surrounded by trees thickly scatte
over a large lawn, which help protect it from the encroachment of
the busy city streets., ’ ‘

: B. Outbuildings: A small American bond brick gable roofed:
building with an exterior end chimney was the original cook's

nouse and is set west of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ﬁ Oak Lawn is a notable example of Jeffersonian Classicizm §
with the Randolph-Semple House in Williamsburg being its desigrn
prototype. Built in 1822, the house is believed to have been i
constructed by workmen employed by Thomas Jefferson at the ’
nearby University of Virginia. Many of these mern, strongly ?
influenced by Jefferson, went on to design and erect courthouses,
churches, and houses throughout the state. Sequestered fron P
Charlottesville by its large shady lawn, Oak Lawn is a skillfulil

interpretation of Jefferson's architectural ideas. |

O N

The Oak Lawn tract was part of a patent_granted to Joel !
Terrell and David Lewis in the 1730's. Micajah Chiles cama in-
to the possession of the property in 1784 and it was inherited
by his son, Henry West Alberty (alias Henry Chiles). Aliberty
sold the tract in 1815 to Jesse Winston Garth who soléd 394 .
to Colonel Nimrod Bramham in 1818. :

INSTRUCT

James Fife, business man, farmer, and Baptist Miniscer,
bought the house and property in 1847 and changed the nsme from
Oak Grove to Oak Lawn. Although lots were sold from the farm-
land in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the
: Fife family retained the house and a core of land. Today oniy {
; five acres remain with Oak Lawn after the City of Charlottesvills
‘ condemned the remaining acreage for Buford Junior High School !
in the late 1960's.
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