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STREET ADDRESS: 1701 Burnley Avenue HISTORIC NAME : Albert Balz House

MAP & PARCEL : 5-38 DATE / PERIOD . 1926

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK . STYLE : '

PRESENT ZONING: R-1 HEIGHT (to cornice)OR STORIES: 2 storeys

ORIGINAL OWNER: Albert G. A. & Dorothy D. Balz DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA . 125' x 200' (25,000 sq. ft.)

ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION : Good
PRESENT USE . Residence SURVEYOR : Bibb
PRESENT OWNER ; Robert N. Flood DATE OF SURVEY . Summer 1982

ADDRESS . 1701 Burnley Avenue SOURCES : City Records
Ch'ville, VA 22903 Mrs. Robert N. Flood

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This massive house is two storeys tall, five bays wide, and single pile, with slightly shorter 2-storey wings at the
east end and projecting from the west end of the facade. It is set on a low foundation, and walls are constructed
of random fieldstone. The walls of the east wing are stuccoed between massive stone corner piers, suggesting that
it might have been a 2-storey porch at one time. The very steep bellcast hip roof is covered with slate and has
projecting eaves and a boxed cornice with small shaped brackets. There is a steep gable near the end of the rear
elevation, opposite the front wing. The only light for the attic is provided by a low dormer with a L4-1ight

hinged sash window at the western end of the house. There is a fieldstone exterior chimney at the rear of the house
and an interior chimney near the west end, both with capped brick stacks. The house has paired casement windows
{opening inward) with plain surrounds, brick sills, and dark gray louvered shutters. They are 10-light at the first
level, 8-1ight at the second, and a few 6-1light. Rear windows have concrete spandrels. There are single very

narrow 6-light casement windows at both levels of the stairwell at the western end of the house and at the second
level in the rear chimney. The 6-paneled entrance door in the central bay of the facade has architrave trim and
shutters. There is no entrance porch or hood. A fieldstone garage with a tnuncated hip roof covered with
composition shingles, with exposed rafter ends, is located northwest of the house and connected tc it by a brick-
floored breezeway with a steep truncated roof with exposed rafter ends. The breezeway has been enclosed with
board-&-batten siding. A brick-floored terrace extending along the rest of the rear elevation has also been
enclosed. |t now has a nearly flat shed roof covered with standing-seam metal, walls covered with vertical wooden
siding, and large sliding-sash one-light windows. A fieldstone wall encloses the yard and garden.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION. .

Mr. & Mrs. Albert G. A. Balz purchased a group of lots in Preston Heights in 1919 and 1922 (City DB 32-461, 40-8).
Mr. Balz was a Professor of Philosophy at the University. Tax records show that they first built the house at 804
Rugby Road and later sold it (DB 52-62) and built this house in 1926. Joseph Hudnut was the architect, assisted

by local architect Stanislaw Makielski. The plans are dated January, 1926. Hudnut had designed the First Methodist
Church three years earlier. Mr. Balz died in 1957 (WB 8-102), and -Mrs. Balz sold the house the next year to -Joseph
D. & Virginia C. Saumweber (DB 208-395), who sold to W. Reed & Vivian R. Johnson two years later (DB 218-368). They
removed most of the Balzes' extensive garden before selling the house to Robert N. Flood in 1982 (DB 337-597). The
Flood's have enclosed the breezeway and terrace.
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r‘.STREET' ADDRESS . 1701 Burnley Avenue HISTORIC NAME :© Albert Balz House
MAP 8 PARCEL:  5-38 DATE / PERIOD . 1926
SUS TRACT AND BLOCK: “STYLE : _
;gggSENT ZONING: R-1 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Albert G. A. & Dorothy D. Balz DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA . 125' x 200' (25,000 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE:  Residence CONDITION : Good
PRESENT USE : Residence SURVEYOR ! Bibb
PRESENT OWNER' Robert N. Flood DATE OF SURVEY Summer 1982

ADDRESS . 1701 Burnley Avenue SOURCES . City Records
Ch'ville, VA 22903 Mrs. Robert N. Flood

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This massive house is two storeys tall, five bays wide, and single pile, with slightly shorter 2-storey wings at the
‘east end and projecting from the west end of the facade. |t is set on a low foundation, and valls are constructed
of random fieldstone. The walls of the east.wing are stuccoed between massive stone corner piers, suggesting that
;it might have been a 2-storey porch at one time. The very steep bellcast hip roof is covered with slate and has
projecting eaves and a boxed cornice with small shaped brackets. There is a steep gable near the end of the rear
elevation, opposite the front wing. The only light for the attic is provided by a low dormer with a 4-1light

hinged sash window at the western end of the house. There is a fieldstone exterior chimney at the rear of the house
and an interior chimney near the west end, both with capped brick stacks. The house has paired casement windows
(opening inward) with plain surrounds, brick sills, and dark gray louvered shutters. They are 10-light at the first
.level, 8-light at the second, and a few 6-light. Rear .windows have concrete spandrels. There are single very

narrow 6-light casement windows at both levels of the stairwell at the western end of the house and at the second
-level in the rear chimney. The 6-paneled entrance door in the central bay of the facade has architrave trim and
sshutters. There is no entrance porch or hood. A fieldstone garage with a truncated hip roof covered with
composition shingles, with exposed rafter ends, is located northwest of the house and connected to it by a brick-
floored breezeway with a steep truncated roof with exposed rafter ends. The breezeway has been enclosed with
_board-é-batten siding. A brick-floored terrace extending along the rest of the rear elevation has also been
enclosed. It now has a nearly flat shed roof covered with standing-seam metal, walls covered with vertical wooden
siding, and large sliding-sash one-light windows. A fieldstone wall encloses the yard and garden.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION.

Dr. & Mrs. Albert G. A. Balz purchased a group of lots in Preston Heights in 1919 and 1922 (City DB 32-461, 40-8).
Tax records show that they built a house on another part of the property and later sold it (DB 52-62) and built

this house in 1926. Joseph Hudnut was the architect, assisted by local architect Stanislaw Hakielski. The plans
are dated January 1926. Hudnut designed the First Methodist Church three years earler. Dr. Balz died in 1957

(WB 8-102), and Mrs. Balz sold the house the next year to Joseph D. & Virginia C. Saumweber (DB 208-395), who

sold to W. Reed & Vivian R. Johnson two years later (DB 218-368). They removed most of the Balzes' extensive garden

before selling the house to Robert N. Flood in 1982 (DB 337-597). The Floods have enclosed the breezeway and
terrace.
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The two *'specialties of the
house” are daffodils and irls, but
‘the yard also h?ﬁ pmk and white
re familiar with such an invita- |dogwood, - daylilies,  and 51’?1'3
ion chalked on & jagged piece of tree and Ilac bushes.
late. It marks the erifrance to “The zive -away" Tlowers in eof-A
1the lawn and garden ¢ of Professor fee cans do not come from the
|and Mrs. A. G. Am alz.on Burn- Burnley ave, garden, but from a

ey ave. Justoff K v rd  |farm several miles outside “of
““The 1‘nvrtaﬁ%w %ange: With ‘Ehe town. So profuse are the daf-
eason. It may indicate daffodils fodils on the farm that in one
instead of iris, or it may invite |spring over 7,000 were cut, and
sssersby to help themselves to |8
i picked - flowers placed ?mwtmg]yﬁ f
along the sidewalk in a row ol ';,

Vurgmia) started
garden to vxsitors

of iris and the zame num“ber of
daffodﬂs 'She explamed that they

thorsv ‘are encouraged to
come #nd go as they please, and
to-linger as long ag they  like..
Often, camera ,enthusmsts show
up on clear days. ~As many &

“one sprﬁng a pmze iris,
over 50 inches %all, was found
with top-bud broken The next |
{day the. culprit ‘was “discovered, A}
fly.catcher was perched on they
next }ughest bud while he greedi.
1y surveyed his domam That led |
to the subsitution of a tall stake,
and Tow ‘the 1y catcher and
13







