IDENTIFICATION O BASE DATA

Street Address: 800 Delevan Street ;Historic Name Rose Cottage/Peyton House
| Map and Parcel: 30-19 fl Date/Period: 1856, 1900, 1910
; Census Track & Block: 5-104 Z Style: Vernacular Greek Revival/ltalianato

¢ Present Owner: F. Bradley Peyton i1, et al. | Height to Cornice:
Address: P.0. Box 3387, City ' H Height in Stories: »

i

i Present Use: Residence, Single-family gl Present Zoning: M-2
4 Original Owner: Thomas S. Hawkins B Land Area (sq.ft.): 135,472
| Original Use: Residence | Assessed Value (land + imp.): 32,100

e < st

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Rose Cottage apparently began as a simple three-bay, single-pile, two storey rectangular form in a vernacular mixture
| of Greek Revival and {talianate styles. The western bay is somewhat larger, giving an off-center appearance to the

1 central bay. Plan istwo-over-two rooms with a center hall. The presence of brick piers with brick and/or concrete
block infill would suggest that the house was originally supported only on piers and that the basement under the

{ main section and western wing is a later addition. Construction is frame sheathed with flush weatherboard on the
facade and beaded weatherboard on the sides and rear. A shed roof covered with standing-seam tin is concealed behind
a parapet cornice supported by frieze brackets. Two chimneys of brick are located one within each end wall. Windows
d (possibly later) are two-over-two-light, double hung sash, and the entry door is flanked by plain pilasters and has

[l 2 simple transom light. A small pediment apparently covered the door, but was either removed or has been hidden

by the addition in the 1920's or 30's of a single-storey Colonial Revival porch across the front of the house. Add- .’
il itions noted in the Tax records of 1901 and 1911 include matching, single-storey, one-room wings with gable roofs to
| either side and a two-storey, two-over-two-room, center-chimney house that stands perpendicular to the main house

off the southwest corner and is now joined to it by an enclosed porch. Windows in the wings and ell are six-over-six
1ight, double-hung sash and appear quite old: they may possibly be originally from the main section of the house.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Tax records of 1857 under the name of Thomas §. Hawkins note '‘from William B. Phillips, added for improvements
$900''. Hawkins purchased 2+ acres from Phillips (Co. DB 55-268) and built a house ($900 improvements) by the end o
of 1856. In July 1858, Hawkins sold the house and lot(2 3/k acres) to Thomas C. Keller (Co. DB 56-636). The property
was purchased from the widow and children of Keller in 1880 by John S. Barbour, the receiver of the Washington City,
Virginia Midland, and Great Southern Railroad Company (Co. DB 77-225). When the Railroad built its station in 1885.
the house became the station master's residence; and in February 1891, F. Bradley Peyton, the station master,
purchased the property from the Virginia Midland Railway Company, successor of the above Railroad (City DB 6-200).
Tax records indicate additions to the house in 1900 and possibly again in 1910. The property is still in the Peyten
family. See also: City DB 6-201(plat), WB L4-430, DB 283-64, WB 20-64,

GRAPHICS

CONDITIONS "f,.\_v SOURCES

Poor ; County and City Records
i F. Bradley Peyton, 111
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IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA

_ Street Address: 800 Delevan Street
Map and Parcel: 30-19

Historic Name: Rose Cottage/Peyton House

Date/Period: 1856, 1900, 1910

Census Track & Block: 5-104 Style: Vernacular Greek Revival/ltalianato

Present Owner: F. Bradley Peyton 111, et al. Height to Cornice:
Address: P.0. Box 3387, City Height in Stories: o
Present Use: Residence, Single-family Present Zoning: M-2
& Original Owner: Thomas S. Hawkins Land Area (sq.ft.): 135,472
Original Use: Residence Assessed Value (land + imp.): 32,100

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Rose Cottage apparently began as a simple three-bay, single-pile, two storey rectangular form in a vernacular mixture
of Greek Revival and Italianate styles. The western bay is somewhat larger, giving an off-center appearance to the
central bay. Plan jstwo-over-two rooms with a center hall. The presence of brick piers with brick and/or concrete
block infill would suggest that the house was originally supported only on piers and that the basement under the

main section and western wing is a later addition. Construction is frame sheathed with flush weatherboard on the
facade and beaded weatherboard on the sides and rear. A shed roof covered with standing-seam tin is concealed behind §
a parapet cornice supported by frieze brackets. Two chimneys of brick are located one within each end wall. Windows 8
(possibly later) are two-over-two-light, double hung sash, and the entry door is flanked by plain pilasters and has &
a simple transom light. A small pediment apparently covered the door, but was either removed or has been hidden

by the addition in the 1920's or 30's of a single-storey Colonial Revival porch across the front of the house. Add-
itions noted in the Tax records of 1901 and 1911 include matching, single-storey, one-room wings with gable roofs to
either side and a two-storey, two-over-two-room, center-chimney house that stands perpendicular to the main house
off the southwest corner and is now joined to it by an enclosed porch. Windows in the wings and ell are six-over-six

§ 1ight, double-hung sash and appear quite old: they may possibly be originally from the main section of the house.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Tax records of 1857 under the name of Thomas S. Hawkins note '"'from William B. Phillips, added for improvements
$900''. Hawkins purchased 2+ acres from Phillips (Co. DB 55-268) and built a house ($900 improvements) by the end
of 1856. In July 1858, Hawkins sold the house and lot(2 3/L acres) to Thomas C. Keller (Co. DB 56-636). The propertys
was purchased from the widow and children of Keller in 1880 by John S. Barbour, the receiver of the Washington City, |
Virginia Midland, and Great Southern Railroad Company (Co. DB 77-225). When the Railroad built its station in 1885.
the house became the station master's residence; and in February 1891, F. Bradley Peyton, the station master,
purchased the property from the Virginia Midland Railway Company, successor of the above Railroad (City DB 6-200).
Tax records indicate additions to the house in 1900 and possibly again in 1910. The property is still in the Peyton
family. See also: City DB 6-201(plat), WB 4-430, DB 283-64, WB 20-64.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Rose Cottage/Peyton House is an interesting vernacular combination of the Greek Period and Italiarate styles.
It is the only large house remaining in Charlottesville with an Italiarate bracketed papapet cornice concealing
a shed roof. Thirty years after it was built, the Union Station was built in its former front yard and it was
used for some years as the station master's residence.

CONDITIONS

Poor

SOURCES

County and City Records
F. Bradley Peyton, IIl
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(6) Rose Cottage. This frame house,
built in (1858, was once owned by
the Virginda Midland Railroad and
was used as the station master's
house. The house consists of two
distinct but connected parts, the
more prominent cne facing the
railroad with a one story porch

in front. On either side are one
story gable roofed wings, the
western one serving as a connector
to a two story, gable roof building.
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THREE NOTCHED ROAD SURVEY

Bldg. No. 80 pate May 1976 Resear-hers T.5. Scharer

Name Roge Cottage County ety

Location West Main Street B
Date of Original

Erection ¢, 1858 Owner

Original Use reaidence Present Use hningg rennirotod

No. of Acres Present Condition: House average Grounds

. B QR R G—
Present Owner .
Source of Information

Brad Pevton
Brad Peyton

Historic Description
The grandfather of the present owner purchased the property
from the Virginia Midland Railroad in the lattep part of the nineteenth

century.
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Architectural Description

The frame house consists of two distinct but connected parts.
The more prominent faces the railroad and is a two story single pile
house, three bays wide with a shed roof above a bracketed cornice and
a chimney at either end. A one story porch with Doric columnz runs
the length of that section. On either side are one story gable
roofed wings, the western sefving\as a connection to a two story,

single pile, gable roofed building with a central chimney set at

right angles to the main structure.
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House

ontinued From Page B1{

roken into the boarded-up house.
le said he has found the remains
f small fires and pornographic
1aterials in the house and his in-
urance company will no longer
over him for it, according to the
oard minutes.

Members of the review board
uled against Peyton. They charged
im and his family with “demoli-
ion by neglect,” deliberately let-

ing the 135-year-old house fall’

part. Peyton denied the charge.

“We've fixed worse houses than
hat,” said city planning director
atyendra S. Huja. “If you have the
vill, you can do it.”

Peyton declined to discuss 'the
ouse for this story. The City
souncil will decide the issue Tues-
ay night.

It was built in 1856 by one Tho-
nas S. Hawkins, In 1885 the
earby railroad bought it for the
tationmaster to live in. Six years
ater, F. Bradley Peyton, the
tationmaster, bought it from the
ailroad, according to city records.

Two small wings were added in
900 and a second two-story build-
g was attached in 1910. Desig-
ated a historic landmark in the
970s, it was rented from 1976 —
‘hen Scott Peyton’s great-aunt
ied — until last spring.

Peyton family members, who live

Members of the re-
view board have
charged Peyton and
his family with “de-
molition by neglect.”

on Seven Oaks Farm in western
Albemarle County, boarded up the
house last spring when the city
condemned it.

City officials say the Peytons.

have several alternatives other
than complete renovation: sell the
property, sell off just the part with
the house on it, tear down the later
additions and fix the oldest part, or
at least fix the roof and walls
enough to prevent further decay.

“Once you destroy it, the heri-
tage is gone,” Huja said.

l

Zoning administrator: |
historic house owners:
allowed to demolish it

By NICK JOHNSON
of The Progress staff

Charlottesville officials cannot
prevent the owners of a fire-gutted
historic house from demolishing
the remaining structure, the city
zoning administrator ruled Tues-
day. ’

But the owners must get appro-
val from the Board of Architectural
Review before they rebuild on the
800 Delevan St. site, administrator
Fred Boger said.

The property owners, the Peyton
family of Greenwood, and members
of the architecture board have
differed over the fate of the house
since before the March 7 fire. The
blaze destroyed the original 1856
wooden house, where the Char-
lottesville railroad stationmaster
once lived, but left two turn-of-the-
century wings standing.

Boger ruled that the Charlottes-
ville historic preservation ordin-
ance does not protect the wings be-
cause they were built after 1885,

The ordinance, however, does
protect the wooded 2.8-acre site.
Several board members said Tues-
day its ancient elm trees and an
ancient hand-dug, brick-lined well
are worth preserving, The site loca-

tion behind the train station on

- West Main Street also made it his-.

toric, they said. :
Designating a site, rather than a

building, as historic is an unusual

step. City Attorney W. Clyde

Gouldman II said the ruling fell in
a “gray area” of the ordinance.

' The Peytons may appeal Boger’s
decision to the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals.

A planned revision of Char-

lottesville’s historic preservation

laws further complicates the con-
flict. The version now before the
City Council would give the archi-
tecture board power over the site
and other historic locations, with or
without buildings on them.

Wrangling over the Fifeville site
dates back to May, when the city
condemned the building. The Pey-
ton family, which has owned the
house for a century, asked for per-
mission to tear it down because it
feared liability for trespassers on
the property.

The board unanimously rejected
the request. With a little work,
board members said, the Peytons
could have prevented the deterio-
ration. The City Council upheld the
decision.’




|
Fire
Continued From Page A1

drug use and the remains of small
fires inside the building in the past,
and suspects trespassers might
have been responsible for the fire.

The blaze began at only one loca-
tion in the house. An arsonist nor-
mally sets a fire in more than one
place, Taliaferro said.

Thursday’s fire gutted the main
house, which was built in 1866.
Two wings and a two-story at-
tachment added in the early 1900s
are still standing.

“Tt was an old structure with a
lot of flame inside and by the time
someone noticed the ‘fire, it was
probably going pretty good,” Ta-
liaferro said. “Once the fire gets go-
ing in an old structure, it will roll
into the walls and go straight to the
attic because there are no fire walls

or blocks built into it.”

Peyton first sought permission to
demolish the house last year. He
said it had fallen into disrepair and
would require $300,000 to restore.

The Charlottesville Board of
Architectural Review denied his
request, and the City Council re-
jected an appeal last month by a
3-1 vote. City officials said the
home was a designated landmark
protected by city ordinance. They
said Peyton allowed it to fall apart.

Wrangling over the building will
not end even with its most historic
portion in ashes.

The architecture board on
Thursday held a lunchtime meet-
ing in the building’s front yard.
Fire officials had declared the
blackened walls of the main struc-
ture unsafe, and board members
agreed to allow their demolition.

But they said the bulldozer must
not raze the intact additions. Board
members said they wanted to re-
tain legal and political leverage,
possibly to force reconstruction of
the house.

“Its frustrating to keep losing
historic properties,” board chair-
man Larry Herbert said.

Peyton said he will keep nego-
tiating with the city in hopes of
coming up with a solution to please
everyone. He said his family, which
has owned the building for a cen-
tury, has no specific plans for the
wooded lot and only wanted to tear
it down because it was unsafe. ol

I think it's regrettable that it's |
come to a burned-out shell,” hegl
said. " |

in
W Staff reporter Bryan McKenzi
contributed to this report.
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Razing questions

Be it hazard or architectural hallmark,
Fifeville house may soon be history

By NICK JOHNSON The house simply deteriorated over the

of The Progress staff years, according to architect Dalg Hamil-
ton, who inspected the structure for the

A hundred years ago, the Charlottesville owners last spring, He said it needs a new
railroad stationmaster lived in a pleasant, basement, new porches, new plaster, new
two-fireplace house overlooking the train chimneys, some new brick work, new
station. plumbing, new heating, new wiring, and

Today, the stationmaster's great- other work. o
gl‘andsgn says the Fifeville house gis an Full restoration would cost $300,000,

eyesore and a hazard, and he wants to tear Hf{m}lton estimated, .
it down It's a charming little house, withiout any

) . . . question,” Hamilton said. “But we really
So far city officials have said no. 'Il3ey question whether it is worth spending that

say the condemned two-story house at 800 ing of money.”
Delevan St. is a historic landmark, an em- Owner Scott B. Peyton told the Cha-
h rerYPTT-rs blem of the railvoad’s bygone glory days |gttesville Board of Architectural Review at
: Progress photoby MaltGenlry  gnd an “interesting vernacular combina- g hearing last fall that squatters have

The owner of this old Fifeville house says the bullding I$ a dangerous eyesore, ~tion of the Greek Period and Italianate

and wants It demolished. City Councll will decide the house's fate Tuesday. styles” popular in the mid-1800s. Please see House, Page B2
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