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STREET ADDRESS: 622 Farish Street HISTORIC NAME . Sears Roebuck House

MAP & PARCEL: 531129 DATE / PERIOD: 1924

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK STYLE . California Bungalow

PRESENT ZONING: R-2 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 11 storeys

ORIGINAL OWNER: J. J. Porter DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 80' x 175' (14,000 sq. ft.)

ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION : Good
PRESENT USE . Residence SURVEYOR . Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . Priscilla F. Bosworth DATE OF SURVEY . Spring 1981
ADDRESS ; 622 Farish Street SOURCES City Records
Charlottesville, Virginia Priscilla F. Bosworth
Lawrence Brunton

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This house is the best example of the California Bungalow Style in the City. It has the shingled walls, broad gable
roof with additional lower gables, and attenuated rafters and purlins extending beyond deeply projecting eaves and
verges. Set on a high stuccoed foundation, the house is 1% storeys tall and triple pile, without a central hall. A
projecting bay on the east side of the house makes the facade thiree bays wide. A battered brick semi-exterior

end chimney is centered on that projecting bay. The walls are covered with wooden shingles and flare slightly at
the water table. Walls & trim are painted a neutral beige-gray. The house has a medium pitched T-shaped gable

roof covered with composition shingles. It has deeply projecting eaves and verges with attenuated rafter ends and
rafter-like purlins extending still farther. Windows are narrow; double-sash, 4-over-4 light, with plain trim. Most
are arranged in groups of three. There are some smaller windows with decorative glazing, notably those flanking

the living room fireplace. Windows at the second level in the gables are 6-over-1 casement, also in groups. Four
skylights provide additional light to the upper storey. Basement windows are 6-1ight hinged sash with decorative
glazing. There are two rectangular bay windows on the west side of the house. They are set on projecting beams and
have oversized gable roofs, echoing the larger gable above. This same effect is achieved on the east side by lower
gables, in this case a continuation of a plane of the main roof, over the projecting bay and over another bay toward
the rear of the house. A sun parlor between these two projecting bays extends beyond them. Thought to have been an
open porch originally, it has a band of four pairs of 10-1ight casement windows and a nearly flat shed roof. A
veranda covers the facade. It has a nearly flat roof with a central gable and exposed stick style framing. The
roof is supported on square wooden piers with coupled piers flanking the central entrance bay. The balustrade

is shingled and flares slightly at the base. The entrance door has eight small lights above a panel and is

flanked by 10-1light sidelights. A new 1-room gable-roofed wing covers the western bay of the rear elevation.
Interior windows and doors have plain surrounds and shaped lintels. The living and dining rooms have inset paneling
to a height of five feet with a narrow shelf on brackets at the top. There are built-in window seats in the bay
windows and on each side of the fireplace in an area raised two steps above the rest of the living room. Built-in
bookcases and a china closet have glazed doors with leaded tracery.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

J. J. Porter purchased this lot in 1924 (City DB 48-398) and tax records show that he built this house the same

year. It is a prefabricated building, manufactured by Sears Roebuck & Co. J. P. Wager bought the house in 1932

(DB 76-138) and sold it in 1943 to Harry W. Cook (DB 115-18) who owned it for 33 years and divided it into apartments
and used it as rental property. Lawrence A. & Laura S. Brunton bought it in 1977 (DB 384-214), renovated it, and
sold it to the present owner in 1979 (DB 404-832, L408-475).
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