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STREET ADDRESS: 111 Lankford Avenue HISTORIC NAME Clarkston-Tonslier House
MAP 8 PARCEL: 27-93 DATE / PERIOD ;. 1915
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:. 4-334 STYLE : Victorian
PRESENT ZONING: R-3 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES 23 Storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Anna B. Clarkston DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA 96.75' x 218.3' (21,120.5 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residance CONDITION : T
PRESENT USE:  Residence SURVEYOR Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . James D. and Gail R. Howard DATE OF SURVEY Spring 1981
ADDRESS (111 Lankford Avenue SOURCES . City/County Records

Chariottesville, VA 22901 Mrs. James D. Howard

Mrs. Nathan Fleming
R
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This is a rather|{iate example of the Queen Anne style, more in the mode of the residences built on Ridge Street two
decades earlijer.} It is 2% storeys ftall and basically two bays wide and tripie pile, but its silhouette is broken
by bay windows, drojecting bays, afd a tower. The walls were originally weatherboarded, but they have been

covered with studco, significantly altering the appearance of the building. It is painted white with light green
trim. The house {is set on a low bfick foundation and has a partial basement. The med ium=pi tched hip roof is
covered with standing-seam metal ahd has projecting eaves, Philadelphia gutters, boxed cornice, and a plain frieze.
There js a pedimehted gable over fhe semi~octagonal projecting center bay on the west side. I ts overhanging
corners are not syipported on brackets. The gable is weatherboarded and contains a 4-light casement window. Hip-
roofed dormeg il th 3-over-3 ligh't double-sash windows are ctentered on the facade, east side, and rear. There are.
two large placed nterior end chimneys and a smaller interior chimney toward the rear of the house.
Windows are double-sash, S-over light, and narrower paired 6-over-1 light, with plain.trim. Those at the second
levei are nearly as tall as those at the first. There is a tripartite window in the center plane of the semi-
octagonal projecting bay on the west side, with a 9-over-1 light window flanked by 6-over-1 light windows. In

the center bay on the east side there is a one-storey rectangular bay window with a pair of 6-over-] light windows.
A three-storey octagonal tower projects from the southwest front corner of the house. There are 9-over-1 light
windows in three planes at the first and second levels. The smaller thirg storey of the tower is set upon the

hip roof above the second Storey. Its three smaller windows have been boarded up. Above this is a tent roof with
ball finial. Both roofs have boxed cornices. A one-storey veranda covers the facade and extends along the west
side of the projecting bay. It has a low-pitched hip roof covered with standing-seam metal with boxed cornice and
plain frieze, supported by eight Tuscan columns without a balustrade. Matching entrance doors in the east bay of the
facade and in the projecting bay on the west side have 12 small lights over three panels. Both have multi-light
rectangular transoms, and the front door also had sidelights over panels, now boarded up. A two-flight dog-leg stair
with simple balustrade rises from the entrance hall in the southeast front corner of the house. The stair landing
occupies 3 li-storey semi-octagonal bay window with a single l-over-1 light windows. A two-storey back porch CEE’
covered the western two-thirds of the rear elevation, with central doors at each level. It has been replaced with
a8 concrete terrace, and the upper door has been boarded up. Another door at the rear of the east side, on the back
stair landin ) s also been closed and its exterior stair removed.

F/“””EJ HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Despite its pretentious appearance, thi§ picturesque house was never the manor house of a large estate or the home
of a wealthy merchant. Although surrounted by the lands of the Lankford Greenhouses, this lgt was never a part

of the greenhouse property. Anna B. Clahkston, a granddaughter of the Goins family who lived across the street,
bought this lot in 1911 (ACDB 147-311) an ilt the house in 1915, according to tax records. She lived in
Richmond, and tradition says that she to return to Charlottesville and conduct a rooming house. She died
before the house was completed, however. —Aer daughter, Imogene Clarkston West lived there for a few years and
then sold it in 1920 to Horace E. Tonsler, Jr. (City DB 35-398). The house was owned by various members of the
Tonsler family until James D. and Gail R. Howard purchased it from Lawrence Tonsler in 1981 (WB 4-7, 7-146;

DB 173-400, 209-453; WB 12-377; DB 305-365, 418-199). The Tonslers apparently always used the house as-rental
property. The weatherboarding was covered with Stucco at some point, and the house was divided into two apartments
about 20 years ago.
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RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY REPORT

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY FORM

DHR Idenfication Number: 104-5007

Other DHR Number: Property Date(s) 1915

PROPERTY NAMES EXPLANATION
Clarkston-Tensler House Historic
Howard, James and Gail House Current

County/Independent City: Charlottesville
State: Virginia

Magisterial District: Tax Parcel: 27-93

USGS Quad Map Name: CHARLOTTESVILLE EAST

UTMs of Boundary:
Center UTM:

Restrict location and UTM data? N

ADDRESSES
Number Thoroughfare Name Explanation
111 - Lankford Avenue Current
Vicinity: Town/Village/Hamlet:

Name of National Register Historic District:
Name of DHR Eligible Historic District:

Name of Local Historic District:

Physical Character of General Surroundings: City

Site Description/Notable Landscape Features:

The house is situated on a small lot and is virtually surrounded by lands of
the Lankford/Valley View nursery. Minimal landscaping other than grassy
lawn. Possible cistern remnant in front vard.

Ownership: Private NR Resource Type: Building

WUZITS

Seq. # # of Wuzit Types Historic?



1.0 1 Multiple dwelling Historic

TOTAL: 1
Historic: 1
Non-Historic: 0

PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

Component # Comp Type/Form Material Material Treatment

Chimney 1 Central interior Brick Parged

Foundation 0 Solid Brick Common Bond

Porch 0 1l-story, 8-bay Wood Square columns

Roof 0 Complex Metal Standing Seam

Structural System 0 Frame Stucco Parged

Window (s) 0 Sash, double-hung Wood 9/1

Door (s) 2 Single Leaf Wood Paneled w/light
INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 WUZIT: Single Dwelling

Primary Resource? Yes

Estimated Date of Construction: 1915
Source of Date: Local Records
Architectural Style: Queen Anne
Description:

This house is a rather late example of the Queen BAnne style for the area,
being more in the mode of the large residences built along Ridge Street in
the 1890s. It stands two-and-a-half stories tall, five bays wide, and three
rooms deep, and features several multistory projecting bays, a polygonal
corner tower, and hipped dormers in the complex hip-and-gable roof. A
wraparound porch of eight bays is supported by square columns between which
run simple rectangular balusters. The octagonal corner tower is topped with
a tent roof and cast metal ball final. Nine-over-one double-hung sash
(singles and pairs) are the predominant windows used throughout the house,
but six-over-one sash are also used to create groupings in the projecting
pedimented two-story side bay. The pedimented gable end retains original
weatherboarding and is pierced by a four-light casement window. The three
hipped dormers, centered on the front, rear, and east sides, have
three-over-three double-hung sash windows. The standing-seam-metal roof has
projecting eaves, Philadelphia gutters, a boxed cornice, and a plain frieze.
The rear elevation reveals evidence of a former two-story porch (now
removed). The main entry incorporates a single-leaf door with twelve lights
over three panels, surrounded by a multilight rectangular transom and
matching sidelights. A second front entry, located at the projecting side
bay, uses a similar treatment, lacking only the sidelights.

Condition: Good-Fair
Threats to Resource: None Known

Additions/Alterations Description:

Stucco parging was added over the original weatherboards in the mid-twentieth
century. The two-story, two-level rear porch has been removed and replaced
with a poured concrete patio. The rear second-story door, which formerly
provided access to the rear porch, has been closed up.



Number of Stories: 2.5
Interior Plan Type: Irregular
Accessed? No If not, why not? Denied

Interior Description:

A two-flight dogleg stair with simple balustrade rises from the entrance hall
in the southeast front corner of the house. The stair landing occupies a

one-and-a-half story semi-octagonal bay with a single 9/1 window. [from 1981
survey form]

Relationship of Secondary Resources to Property:

DHR Historic Context: Architecture/Community Planning
Commerce/Trade
Domestic

Significance Statement:

Anna B. Clarkston, a Goins family descendent, bought this lot in 1911 (ACDB
147:311) and built the house in 1915, according to tax records. She lived in
Richmond, and tradition notes that she intended to return to Charlottesville
and conduct a rooming house. Clarkston died before the house was completed,
though; her daughter, Imogene Clarkston West lived there for a few years
before selling in in 1920 to Horace E. Tonsler, Jr. {(City DB 35:398). The
house was owned by various members of the Tonsler family and used as rental
property until James D. and Gail R. Howard purchased it from Lawrence Tonsler
in 1981 (WB 4:7, 7:146; DB 173:400, 209:453; WB 12:377; DB 305:365, 418:199).
It has been divided into two apartments and remains in use as a duplex
(owners occupy portion, rent other apartment). According to local
tradition, the house was built for "a madam from New York," but due to a poor
location (e.g., in a family-oriented neighborhood) it didn't operate as a
brothel for very long. One local informant indicates that the builder was
local black contractor Charlie Cecles, who built all of the houses in the area
that have corner towers, "his signature motif." (Page interview, 2/6/97).

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

Medium Medium ID # Frames Date
B&W 35mm Photos 15258 14a - 17A 2/ 6/1997
Slides - 1/29/1997

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA

Sequence #: 1.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Local Records
Author: City of Charlottesville Assessors Office
Citation Abbreviation:
Property Description (by parcel no.)
Notes:

Legal description: Lot A

Sequence #: 1.1

Author: Page, Mason

Citation Abbreviation:
Interview

Notes:

2/6/97: informant on local builder Charlie Coles and on possible use
of house as a brothel

Bibliographic Record Type: Oral History



Sequence #: 1.2 Bibliographic Record Type: Survey, Other
Author: Bibb, Eugenia

Citation Abbreviation:
City of Charlottesville Architectural and Historic Survey

Notes:
File no. 381 (spring 1981) provides information on deed and land book
records; surveyor also conducted interviews with property owner Mrs.
James D. Howard and neighbor Mrs. Nathan Fleming.

CULTURAL RESQURCE MANAGEMENT EVENTS
Date: 2/ 6/1997
Cultural Resource Management Event: Reconnaissance Survey
Organization or Person: JDP Pres.Consultant: Giles
ID # Associated with Event:
CRM Event Notes or Comments:

MAILING ADDRESS
Honorif:

First : James D & Gail R
Last : Howard

Suffix

Title

Company:

Address: 111 Lankford Avenue

City : Charlottesville State: VA
Zip 1 22902- Country:
Phone/extension:

Individual Category Codes:
OWNER Owner of property

Mailing Address Notes:

Surveyor's Notes:



3
.

Yy wo

PHE vio.104-5007
P6)

o

Bt
233818
waros) 13752

"
e

e T T Npu- SR

EXn a0 4

—————

133u18




If not, why not?

Accessed? Y SN
Interior description:

SECONDARY RESOURCES DESCRIPTION:

; )] /‘ IR
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1 :
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HISTORIC THEME (seféct as many as apply):
¢ Planning Recreation / Arts  “..Domestic Transportation / Communication Subsistenc

overnment / Law / Politics

“Eommerce / Tra

Industry / Processing / Extraction

Health Care / Medicine

Social

W

Education Ethnicity / Immigration Military / Defense Settlement Patterns Religion Funerary Technology /
Engineering
ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL STATEMENT [2-3 sentences discussing significance of

rty in relation to historic th lected abovel: ) "o
property in relation to historic theme(s) selected above] <ee. C”/’/[F‘]L’l{g #23/

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

Medium VDHR 1D# Frame no(s) Date ,

B&W 35mm photos ‘,52/55 - J’é ‘/27/q7

B&W 35mm photos o

Color slides

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Type . Author (last, first) Citation (bricl form) )
Oablwst. [ owson, Ko berta Imieens, (247

T

PROPERTY OWNER / OCCUPANT / TENANT

Name

Mailing address

Telephone number(s)

SURVEY INFORMATION LTS
Surveyor's name Dan Pezzoni or . Leslie Giles
Surveyor's address P.O. Box 7825 Roanoke 019-0825

Surveyor's phone number (540) 366-0787

Survey Date '\r/Z7/[\7} L(élﬁlf

CRM Event: Reconnaissance: CLG-sponsored
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12/13/96 CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE - ASSESSORS OFFICE PAGE 1

PARCEL I.D. 27 - 93. PROPERTY ADDRESS 111 LANKFORD AVENUE
NEIGHBORHOOD NUMBER 9 LEGAL DESCRIPTION IOT A BB VL L& 747 -55D

*%% OWNER INFORMATION #*#%%* **% DEED INFORMATION *%*
NAME N HOWARD JAMES D & GAIL R BOOK 418
ADDRESS 111 LANKFORD AVENUE PAGE 199
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22902 TAXABLE
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx MISCELLANEQOUS INFORMATION *%kk%kkkkdkkdkdkhkdhdhhkhhhkdx
PROP CLASS MULTI-FAM. LIVING AREA 3239 LOT AREA SQ.FT. 21700
ZONING R3 PERIMETER 201 LOT AVERAGE WIDTH 97
OVLP. ZONE DWELLING UNITS 2 LOT AVERAGE DEPTH 218
LAND USE 1102 CENSUS TRACT 401128 PROPERTY - ACRES .498
EQ. BD. YR EQ. BD. ACT. PICTURE NO
kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk* PRIMARY STRUCTURE *%*%kkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkhkkkhk
YEAR BUILT 1920 EFF YEAR 1935 CONSTRUCTION STUCCO WOOD FRAME
GRADE AVERAGE PCT. ADJ. 10—~ STORIES 2.0 -
TYPE STANDARD UNIT BASEMENT NO ATTIC NO
CONDITION FAIR ARFEA SQ. FT. 1569

{1
PLEASE ENTER IN YOUR INFORMATION THEN PRESS enter OR PRESS f7 TO EXIT.
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