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IDENTIFICATION T " BASE DATA

i Straet Address: 305 St. Clair Avenue gHiStOFiC Name: 0ld House at Locust Grave
Map and Parcel: 51-84 v Jate/Pericd: c. 1833, c. 18307s?, 1946-47
g Census Track & 8lock: 3-316 Style: Colonial Revival
Present Qwner: Sowning L..Q Hargaret ©- Smith Height to Cornice:
: Address: 310 Locust Avenue Heignt in Stcries: 1%
,Present Use: Rental Prooerty (2 apartments) ] Present Zoning: a-2
' priginal Qwner: George Sinclair Land Area (sq.ft.): 135" x 349 (31§,545 sq. ft.)
{ Original Use: Residence Assessed VYalue (land + imp.):
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g ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Very little of the original house remains in Ine present building, only nmarts of inree walls and a chimnzy. It
was a li-storey, single=pile, rectanqular structure on 3 very low foundaticn, i%s brick laia in five-course
Amerlcan~with=-Flumish bond Jike that in the main house. 1t possibiy followed the side hall slan, buc thac 1T is
Jifficule to Jetermine now. |t Rad a very steeply pitched sable rocf 3nd srobanly faced west, as trhe main house

does. Later a twa-storey gambreli-rcofed stable, considerably larger than aither the original or the prasent
house, was built around. it, using the north ond west wails and ret3ining the east and oossihly scuth wails as
intariar oartitionms. A larga carriage sntranca was opened in the west ail. The rew cast ana south wills were

of used Srich laid in five-course Amarican tond; part of the south wall remaias. The present "ouse is a lr=storey
Lesnaped dullding facing east toward St. Claic Avenue some distance oway. U utiltizes the east, north ard zart of
the west waii of the original house and the south wall of the scable. The new walls are of used Wrica 'aid in
stratcher bond, on old foundaticns in some cases. The gjable roaf is covered wich composition sningles and

follows the ste2p pitch of the ociginal house's reof. There are twa

wyneont oy g o g N NG I VL Lo AT S AL as

cable-rcofed, weatherboarded sormers tn Ine g

. - . - . . P L

facade, anather on the soutn sidge of the =il, and 3 shed-roofed kungeloid dormer across the wesh sice. Windlws 3are j

A : dougie=sash, six-gver=-six and eight-ovar=eight lignt, with brick sills and atain surrounas; 1cne sre originai. h
v‘.é fecidas *he sriainal morrthera intarinor and chimprey wish fireslace, there 15 3 srall interiar zhimnavy Zn the west ?
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: HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 7
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side. The veranda hag a concrete floor anc a shed roof supperted by four square posts. The fleqr olan ASIrre;Nar.:

&

The 18th century Thomas W. Lewis house at Locust Grove had burned hefore George Sinclair purchased the 534 acre g

tract from Or. Thamas W. Meriwecher in 1839 (ACDS 37-438). Tradicion says tnat tnis small lr=storey hOUsSe was
puilt immediately for the family to live ia while the main house was under construction. After M, ana Mrs. :
Sinclair's deaths, the property was purchased by the Locust Grove improvement Company for subdivision (ACDS S8- f
341). Judge John M. White tought the main nouse ana |} surrounding acres in 1333 {AC2B 98-4%27, 93-1735), and it ;
may have beenm at that time that a large Srick stable was ouilt around the old wousa. White's axecutor sold tne 3
house and 4.4 acres co Col. J.A. Cole in 1316 (ACDB 169-146). Judge Lemuel F. Smith, the fatner of tne aresent

3 owner, Sought It in 1923 (Ciey D8 45-361). The stadle was torn down in the early 13930's but the fcunaation and par
of the south wall remsined, as well as the east, north, and a small part of tne west wall of the ariginal hcuse.
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GRAPHICS

d Mr., and Mrs. Oowning Smith were deeded this part of the property by his parents in 1945 (08 129-4754) and bSuilt
: the present lj=starey, L-shaped house, utilizing what remained of the two oreviaus buildings. They ncw live in the
main house and use the old house as a two-unit rental cottage.
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CONDITIONS % cier/councy fecoras  SOURCES !
4

Mr. and Mrs. Sowning L. Smign
Sanborn lnsurance Co. map, 1620 .
Mary Rawlings, Ante=3eilum Albemarle. p. 52

Yery Goad
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STREET ADDRESS: 818 Locust Averme HISTORIC NAME : 01d House at Locust Grove

MAP 8 PARCEL: 51-84 DATE / PERIOD : c. 1839, c. 1890's?, 1946-47

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 3-316 STYLE : ' Colonial Revival

PRESENT ZONING: R-2 HEIGHT (1o cornice) OR STORIES. 13 Storeys

ORIGINAL OWNER : George Sinclair DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 105' x 349' (39,645 sq. ft.)

ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION : Good

PRESENT USE: Residence SURVEYOR : Bibb

PRESENT OWNER ! 810 Locust Avenue DATE OF SURVEY ; Spring 1978 ] _
ADDRESS : Charlottesville, VA SOURCES: City/County Records Mr.§ Mrs. Downing L. Smith

Sanborn Map Co. - 1920
Mary Rawlings, Ante-Bellum Albemarle, p. 52

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Very little of the original house remains in the present building, only parts of three walls and a chimney. It
was a lis-storey, single-pile, rectangular structure on a very low foundation, its brick laid in five-course American-
with Flemish bond like that in the main house. It possibly followed the side hall plan, but that it is difficult to
determine now. It had a very steeply pitched gable roof and probably faced west, as the main house does. Later a
two-storey gambrell-roofed stable, considerably larger than either the original or the present house, was built around

it, using the north and west walls and retaining the east and possibly south walls as interior partitions. A large
carriage entrance was opened in the west wall. The new east and south walls were of used brick laid in five-course
American bond; part of the south wall remains. The present house is a 1l%-storey L-shaped building facing east toward
St. Clair Avenue some distance away. It utilizes the east, morth and past of the west wall of the original house and
the south wall of the stable. The new walls are of used brick laid in stretcher bond i i

cases. The gable roof is covered with composition shingles and follows the steep pitch of the origimal house'
There are two gable-roofed, weatherboarded dormers on the facade, another on the south side of the ell, and a shed-
roofed bungeloid dommer across the west side. Windows are double-sash, six-over-six and eight-over-eight light, with
brick sills and plain surrounds; none are original. Besides the original northern interior end chimney with fireplace

there is a small interior chimney on the west side. The veranda has a concrete floor and a shed roof supported by
four square posts. The floor plan is irregular.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

The 18th century Thomas W, Lewis house at Locust Grove had burned before George Sinclair purchased the 534-acre
tract from Dr. Thomas W. Meriwether in 1839 (ACDB 37-438), Tradition says that this small 1%-storey house was built
immediately for the family to live in while the main house was under construction. After Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair's
deaths, the property was purchased by the locust Grove Investment Company for subdivision (ACDB 98-341). Judge John
M. White bought the main house and 11 surround acres in 1893 (ACDB 98-427, 99-175), ard it may have been at that time
that a large brick stable was built around the old house. White's executor sold the house and 4.4 acres to Col J.A.
Cole in 1915 (ACDB 159-146), Judge Lemuel F. Smith, the father of the present owner, bought it in 1923 (City DB 45-
361). The stable was torn down in the early 1930's but the foundation and part of the south wall remasined, as well
as the east, north and a small part of the west wall of the original house. Mr. and Mrs. Downing Smith were deeded
this part of the property by his parents in 1946 (DB 129-474) and built the present ls-storey, L-shaped house,

utilizing what remained of the two previous buildings. They now live in the main house and use the old house as a
two-unit rental cottage.

SIGNIF | CANCE

This house incorporates a small portion of a house built for the Sinclair family to live in while Locust Grove
was under construction.

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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BRICK HOUSE BEHIND MANSION IS OLDER THAN THE MAIN HOUSE

"

Progress Photo by Dan Friedman

Pre-1844 House Was Itself Made of Salvaged Bricks

Locust Grove Gates Now Gone

City Has Overtaken Plantation

By DAN FRIEDMAN
of The Progress Staff

““Locust Grove,” Mr. and Mrs. Downing Smith’s imposing
four-story home of late Georgian design on Locust Avenue in
Charlottesville, is a good example of a meticulous and loving
preservation of an historic residence.

With some of the best houses both in the city and
county threatened by the bulldozer, developments or sheer
neglect, it’s reassuring to see a place of historie significance
so well attended to.

Situated on four acres of extensive gardens and magnificent
old trees, Locust Grove has been the Smith family home since
1913 when Judge Lemuel Smith — a former Virginia Supreme
Court Justice and father of the present owner — purchased the
property.

The 12 room red-brick mansion was originally a part of the
Nichelas Meriwether grant of 1735, and associated, therefore,
with Meriwether's Charlottesville home, ““The Farm,” still
standing on Farm Lane. And on September 19, 1839 —
according to the Historic Landmark Survey — a Meriwether
descendant sold 534 acres for $16,000 to George Sinclair, who
built Locust Grove a year later,

During the Civil War Gen. Philip Sheridan raided the area
and a Union regiment occupied Locust Grove, carrying off
horses, servants and other valuables. Mrs. Sinclair at the time
reputedly was nursing a seriously wounded Confederate
soldier and successfully concealed his presence. )

One of the real splendors at Locust Grove today — and an
indication of how large the early plantation once was — is its

7 group of fascinating outbuildings. A guest house on the south
lawn — which the Smith’s use as a rental property — is older
Uhan the main house and was made from the bricks of the old
ismantled slave quarters. There's a charming two-story
brick kitchen building with a massive chimney behind the
house which is used as a garage, and an original smoke house
with elaborate brick cornice work which the owners have
converted to a second guest house.

“Before the land was subdivided in the late nineteenth
century,” Mrs. Smith sald, ‘‘the entrance gates for Locust
Grove were located where Martha Jefferson hospital is today
— five long city blocks away.”

The main residence is a fairly standard four-over-four-over-
four — that is, four rooms and a hall on each of the three main
floors. The full attic — which is used for storage — has lovely
dormer windows. All the rooms are of noble proportions.
The ceilings on the first floor are 12 feet high, and there's a

fireplace in every room and beautiful hand-painted ceramic:

tilan! nt tha haca af annh fivanlann

The house is decorated with a fine: collection of family

furniture and antiques, including an old clock in the living
room and a pair of beds upstairs which were made by Smith’s
grandfather. In addition, there are some interesting Chinese
vases which Smith’s mother received from her first cousin,
writer Pearl Buck.

““The place is home to us,"” Mrs. Smith said. ‘“My husband
has lived here since he was six years old, and, quite simply, we
couldn’t live anywhere else.”
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MODEST KITCHEN BUILDING NOW SERVES AS GARAGE

1

L

Not Fine Old Brickwork in Building’s Cornice |

.
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