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HISTORIC NAME: Keller Building
DATE / PERIOD: 1915
STYLE: '
HEIGHT (to cornice) ORSTORIES: 2 storeys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND ARtk»20' x 150' (3035 sq. ft.)
CONDITION: Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1979
SOURCES .city/County Records Everett B. Cox

, Alexander, Recollections of Earl~ Charlottesville
Sanborn MapCo. - 1896, 1907, 19 0

~
,STREET ADDRESS: 404 E. Main Street
:MAP a PARC~L':"28-46

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 1-125
- PRESENT ZONiNG:' B~4 ' '

ORIGINAL OWNER: ThomasS. Keller
,:ORIGiNAL USE: Shoe Store
.' PRESENT USE: Shoe Store

PRESENt OWNER: DonP. Whited
ADDRESS: 912 Old FarmRoad

. Charlottesville, Virginia

ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION

This 2-storey building exhibits the decorative brickwork popular in the WorldWar I era. Construction is of
rough tan brick laid in stretcher bond on the facade. Corner piers of rusticated brick extend the full height of the
building. The original storefront, with recessed central entrance and walls faced with copper below the display
windows, has a moulded woodensurround and entablature with paneled frieze. Directly above that is a panel of
diagonal stretchers framed by a band of stretchers with mitered corners. At the second level, a band of headers and
a band of stretchers with decorative brick corner blocks frame a group of three windows. The windowsare double-sash,
l5-over-l light in the center and 9-over-l light at each side, with an entablature supported by pilasters between the
windows. Above the windows, a single projecting row of headers gives the appearance of a windowlabel. Above the
second storey there is a flush panel of brick laid in a diamonddesign using special green, orange-brown, and white
brick with the tan. It is framed by bands of vertical and horizontal headers. Between the corner piers, the,para~t
forms a: low gable, topped with a band of vertical stretchers and a concrete cap. The rear. elevation is of ordinary
brick laid in 5-course American bond. It is three bays wide with a central door and 8-over-8 light windows, all flat
arched, at the first level. At the second level there is a group of three windows, 12-over-12 light with 8-light
transoms, with a single flat arch.

HISTORICALDESCRIPTION

S. M. Keller and J. W. Lipop purchased the lot upon which this building and the adjacent one at 406 E. Main
Street nowstand in 1874 (ACDB68-743). Tax records indicate that they had already erected two 2-storey brick
buildings there the year before. In April 1874, Alexander mentioned "the two large and conmodiousstores built by
S. M. Keller and J. W.Lipop." Lipop received the western building when they divided the property in 1879, but sold
it to ThomasS. Keller in 1881 (ACDB74-535, 79-142). The W. J. Keller Companywas founded in 1883 and has occupied
the site ever since. Mark Roberts was a partner in the firm unt.i.I 1897. The old building was completely destroyed by
fire in 19l4,and the present building was erected the following year. William J. Keller bought it from the daughter
of ThomasS. Keller in 1945 (City DB119-144). He died in 1951, and the present owner purchased the building from the
estate of his daughter Marianne G. Keller in 1971 (DB324-69). Additional References: ACDB82-68; City WB3-166,
7-23, 14-485.
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