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STREET ADDRESS: 407 E. Main Street HISTORIC NAME : Gleason Building
MAP & PARCEL: 53-59 DATE / PERIOD : 1928
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 1-118 STYLE:
PRESENT ZONING: B-4 HEIGHT (o cornice) OR STORIES: 2 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: J. Emett Gleason § Hope W. Gleason DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA:  28.5' x 8L.6' (2325.6 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Clothing Store? CONDITION | Good
PRESENT USE: Sporting Goods Store, Radio Station abov8URVEYOR @ Bibb
PRESENT OWNER: Baker Realty Corporation DATE OF SURVEY . Spring 1979
ADDRESS . c/o Trust Department, VNB SOURCES:. City Records; Holsinger photographs
Charlottesville, VA Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville

Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1920, 1929
arlottesville City Directories

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

There are many similarities between this building and the adjacent one, built the year before by the same family,
but also many differences in detail. It is two storeys- tall and three bays wide. Construction is of brick laid in
Flemish bond on the facade and 6-course American bond on the rear elevation, all now painted white. The walls of the
first level storefront were faced with metal c¢. the 1940's, and that has now been covered with stucco. The modern
glass and brick storefront has a recessed loggia with off-center entrance. The original storefront apparently had
some sort of bellcast canopy, the only remaining trace of which is a projecting row of vertical headers in the center
bay above. Windows at the second level are metal sash, double 10-light casement with half-round transoms, a pair
of windows in each bay. They have round arches with raised concrete keystones and stops and concrete sills. There
is an arcaded brick entablature with white stuccoed frieze on the concrete-capped parapet. Behind it, a shed roof
covered with tar-G-gravel slopes gently to the rear.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

A 3-storey duplex brick building stood on the site of this building and the adjacent one as early as the 1870's.
John J. Gleason moved his grocery business from a building across the street into the western store room in 1873.
He sold the business two years later to his son H. M. Gleason, who conducted the business first in partnership with
T. W. Bailey as '"'Gleason § Bailey'' and later, after his sons J. Emmett Gleason and Hope M. Gleason joined the firm,
as H. M. Gleason and Co." He purchased the western half of the building, where his store was located in 1911 (City
DB 23-14), and his sons purchased the eastern half in 1928 (DB 55-300, 58-402). The present building at 401 E. Main
Street was built in 1927 and the one at 407 E. Main Street in 1928. H. M. Gleason § Co. expanded into the eastern
store room in the 1930's. In 1944, after 70 years at that location, that store was closed and both buildings sold
to C. 3. Baker (DB 115-440). Safeway Stores, Inc., occupied the double store room for about.1l5 years. After that,
it was divided again into two separate rooms. The Downtown Athletic Store has occupied the eastern store room (407
E. Main Street) since the early 1960's. Additional References: City DB 62-96, 165-229.
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LANDMARK ¢

IDENTIFICATION

Street Address: 407 E. Main Street

SURVEY

Bibb/ Spring 1979

BASE DATA

Historic Name: . Gleason Building

Date/Period: 1928
Style:

l Height to Cornice:
Height in Stories: 2

Map and Parcel: 53=59

Census Track & Block: \\\gr

Present Owner: Baker Realty Corporation
Address: c/o Trust Dept., VNB

Present Use: Sporting Goods Store;{sdin Mg O

J# Present Zoning: B-4
Original Owner: J. Emmett Gleason & Hope W. Gleason

Land Area (sq.ft.): 28.5' x 81.6' (2325.6 sq. ft.)

Original Use: Assessed Value (land + imp.):

Clothing Store?

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

There are many similarities between this building and the adjacent one, built the year before by the same family,

but also many differences in detail. It is two stories tall and three bays wide. Construction is of brick laid in
Flemish bond on the facade and 6-course American bond on the rear elevation, all now painted white. The walls of the
first level storefront were faced with metal c. the 1940's, and that has now been covered with stucco. The modern
glass and brick storefront has a recessed loggia with off-center entrance. The original storefront apparently had
some sort of bellcast canopy, the only remaining trace of which is a projecting row of vertical headers in the center
bay above. Windows at the second level are métal sash, double 10-1ight casement with half-round transoms, a pair

of windows in each bay. They have round arches with raised concrete keystones and stops and concrete sills. There 3
is an arcaded brick entablature with white stuccoed frieze on the concrete-capped parapet. Behind it, a shed roof
covred with tar-&-gravel slopes gently to the rear.




HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

A 3-storey duplex brick building stood on the site of this building and the adjacent one as early as the 1870's.

John J. Gleason moved his grocery business from a building across the street into the western store room in 1873.

He sold the business two years later to his son H. M. Gleason, who conducted the business first in partnership with
T. W. Bailey as'Gleason & Bailey“and later, after his sons J. Emmett Gleason and Hope M. Gleason joined the firm, as
“H. M. Gleason & Cod He purchased the western half of the building, where his store was located in 1911 (City DB 23-
14), and his sons purchased the eastern half in 1928 (DB 55-300, 58-402). The present building at 401 E. Main Street
was built in 1927 and the one at 407 E. Main Street in 1928. H. M. Gleason & Co. expanded into the eastern store
room in the 1930's. In 1944, after 70 years at that location, that store was closed and both buildings sold to C.
B. Baker (DB 115-440). Safeway Stores, Inc. occupied the double store for about 15 years. After that, it was
divided again into two separate store rooms. The Downtown Athletic Store has occupied the eastern store room (L07
E. Main Street) since the early 1960's.

Addi tional Beed References: CityADB 62-96, 165-229

GRAPHICS

CONDITIONS Clty Recopdd SOURCES

Good i Holsinger photographs

s Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1920, 1929
Charlottesville City Directories
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VIRGINIA File no. |4 =12

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION  [Negative no(s). Gep5: 19

ST SURVEY FORM
Historic name Common name [y UNTOWN  ATHLETIC. = DPRE
County/Town/City A—LﬁEMArELE ChARLETTESVILLE
Street address or route number 1T . U Aand
USGS QuadHAR OIERY ILLE 26T VA, Dateor period £ . |90
Original owner ! Architect/builder/craftsmen
Original use
Present owner Source of name
Present owner address Source of date
Stories
Present use Foundation and wall const™n
Acreage
Roof type
State condition of structure and environs
State potential threats to structure ’
Note any archaeological interest
Should be investigated for possible register potential? yes__ no l

Architectural description (Note significant features of plan, structural system and interior and exterior decoration,
taking care to point out aspects not visible or clear from photographs. Explain nature and period of all alterations
and additions. List any outbuildings and their approximate ages, cemeteries, etc.)

Brick - FLEMISH BoND (PAMINTED); 2 <ToRIES, & PAS-2M2 Fucoe

4 RaY - ¥ Pece spen reoF]  PALLADIAN [ ColERCIAL
VERNACLLARZ kcErsSToNEs  AcourD  FPALLADIAM widDowls w/
BeMANEGQUE BRICK. CoRNIcES: ENTRAMXCE- LEFT OF CBENTEE,
ONE Guass WINDoW oN I stoey; 2 criMMers,

Interior inspected? YES

Historical significance (Chain of title; individuals, families, events, etc., associated with the property.)

SINFOEN  MAFR

1226  DRUSS
12g1 CLotHING

Form No. VHLC-01-004
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