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HISTORIC NAME: Gl eas orr- Robey Bui 1di ng
DATE I PERIOD: 1898, 1939, 1956-58
STYLE: Victorian Vernacular
HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 sto reys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 491 x 1631 (7987 sq. f t .)
CONDITION : Godd
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEV:Winter 1983
SOURCES: Ci ty Records - Ch1vi lle Ci ty Di recto ri es

The Daily Pro~ress, Ch1vi'lle Bicentennial edition
PictoriaL H-istory .of Charlottesvi l l e ",~" ~4/.t3/62

STREET ADDRESS: 200-204 W. Main Street
"

MAP a PARCEL: 28-11
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:
PRESENT ZONING: B-4
ORIGINAL OWNER: James E. Gleason
ORIGINAL USE: Depa rtmen t S to re
PRESENT USE: Furniture Store
PRESENT OWNER: E. F. Robey, Jr., J. Wallace McNulty,

ADDRESS: et a l , Trustees
P.O. Box 351
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901

ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION

The facades of th l s 2-storey, 6-bay bui lding and the adjacent one are now covered by a single metal false front
consisting of square panels of enameled metal, beige with a green border. There is a wide recessed entrance in the
western half of this building. The storefront is faced with greenish gray stone around the display windows. Wall
construction is of brick laid in 5-course American bond on the eastern elevation, which is still exposed. The
bui lding was originally a duplex, with each storefront having a recessed entrance. There was a single storefront
cornice and frieze. The store rooms were combined and the storefront was rebui It c. 1929 or 1938. Recessed
entrances centered in each half opened off a large loggia with an island, providing the maximum amount of display
window area. Below the cornice and frieze, the storefront walls were faced with white enameled metal with black
trim. Behind the false front, the upper level of the original facade probably remains relatively intact. There are
corner and center piers of rusticated brick. Windows are double-sash, l-over-l light, with rock-faced stone sills
and single 1 intels extended between the piers. Between the windows within each group of three, there are coupled
attached columns on pedestals. The projecting parapet cornice with modi 11 ions and frieze, which extended one bay
along the Second Street elevation as well as the facade, has been removed. The roof appears to be a low-pitched
semi-hip. All openings on the Second Street elevation have been bricked up. There were three half-round window
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HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

James E. Gleason bought this lot in 1893 (City DB 4-81) and removed a mid-19thcentury2-storey brick building on the
site. An' 1898 party wall agreement stated that Gleason"s new bui lding was under construction (DB 9-379). G. S.
Bruce purchased it in 1899 (DB 9-379) and later sold to J.R. Hidy, whose department store, Hidy & Company»
occupl d h n I r building. In 1912 he sold to E. F. Robey and L. D. McNulty (DB 24-80), who for se v r 1 y
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bu11 I n (2 I 2 W. M In). y nd • W 11 U I n h 1 1 2 I , u h w tn' I I I 111u wn
the building (DB 177-111,332-160). A. D. Cox D partment Stor 1 as d the building in 1929 (DB 67-401). Leggett's
Department Store occupied the building from 1939 until 1980. The storefront was remodeled c. 1929 and/or 1938. The
bui lding was extended to the rear, probably c. 1939. Leggett's expanded into the adjacent bui lding (212-214 West
Main) c. 1956-58 and covered the facades of both bui ldings with an enameled metal false front.
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