
HISTORICAL OESCRIPTION

STREET ADDRESS: 210-212 W. Main Street
MAP a PARCEL: 28- I 0
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:
PRESENT ZONING: B-4
ORIGINAL OWNER: Errma C. Harlan
ORIGINAL USE: Depa rtment Store
PRESENT USE: Furn i tu re Store
PRESENT OWNER: John F. Harlan, Jr., James

ADDRESS: and Emma Harlan McMath
c/o Vi rginia National Bank
Charlottesvi lIe, Virginia

~/enl i/tcalt"crn
HISTORIC NAME: Har Ian Bui I di ng I I
DATE / PERIOD: c. 1894 & 1937
STYLE:
HEIGHT(to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 s to reys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 49'5' x 221' {10,940 sq. ft.
CONDITION: Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb

C. Harl an, DATE OF SURVEY: \/i nter 1'91)3
SOURCES: City Records John F. Harlan, Jr.

Pictorial History of Ch'ville aridU. :Va.
Sanborn MaD Co. - 1891 1896 !1929-57

ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION

The facade of this 2-storey bui lding and the adjacent one (200-202 W. Main) are now covered by a single metal false
front consisting of panels of enameled metal, beige with a green border. The entrance in this bui Iding has been
rerrove d , and access is through the adjacent bui Iding. Its storefront, faced with greenish-gray stone around the
display windows, extends across this bui lding. There is a smaller version of that storefront on the Water Street
elevation of this bui lding, at second storey level. The bui Iding is constructed of brick laid in 6-course American
bond. Parts of the side walls of the 1890's bui Iding remain near the front. That handsome bui Iding was 2t storeys
tall and 7 bays wide. The arcaded second level had round arches of moulded brick, while the attic half-storey above
had short, square windows. The facade of the present building is undistinguished and the second level may be
windowless. The p l a hn parapet concealsa flat roof covered wi th tar and gravel.

James F. Harlan purchased this lot in 1894 (City DB 4-377) and replaced the small building on the site with a 2!
storey duplex store building. Harlan conducted a grocery business in the western store room unti I his death in
1917 and rented the eastern one to Robey and Co., the department store that occupied the adjacent building. In the
1930's the Leader Department Store occupied both store rooms in the Harlan Bui lding. In 1937 Harlan's daughter Emma
C. Harlan, who had inherited the property, replaced that bui Iding wi th a- larger 2-storey bui Iding to rent to Sears
Roebuck & Co. When Sears vacated the building in 1956, Leggett's Department Store expanded into it from the
adjacent building and covered the facades of both buildings with a sirigle false front. A storefront was built
on the Wate r Street elevation at the same time. Leggett occupied the bui Iding unti I 1980.
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