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HISTORIC NAME: Lcw is Bu i1ding
DATE / PERIOD: 1901, 1981
STYLE: Victorian
HEIGHT (tocornice)OR STORIES: 2 storeys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 42' x 115' (2830 sq. ft.)
CONDITION : Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEY: Fall. 1981
SOURCES: City/County Records

Sanborn Map Co. - 1886, 1891, 1896,1920

STREET ADDRESS: 218-220 W. Main Street
MAP a PARCEL: 28-9.1
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:
PRESENT ZONING: B-4
ORIGINAL OWNER: Alice B. C. Lewis
ORIGINAL USE: Retail Stores
PRESENT USE: Oriental Rug Store
PRESENT OWNER: Butler Griffin Limited Partnership

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 345
Charlottesville. Virginia

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This small duplex store building is two storeys tall and six bays wide. Construction is of brick laid in
stretcher bond on the facade and in 6-course American bond elsewhere. It is painted brick red with yellow trim.
The first level storefronts, set within a single mitered brick frame, have be e nrremode le d several times. At one
time, both had recessed central entrances. The store room's have now been combined, and the entrance is deeply
recessed in the eastern half of the western storefront. A stair entrance in the western half replaces the original
one between the storefronts which has been bricked up. The eastern storefront is recessed and faced with
weatherboarding below the display window. Atvthe second storey level, the facade is recessed between corner piers.
Windows are double-sash, one-over-one light, with concrete sills and 1 intels. Above the windovls there is a single
brick panel. The facade is c rrwned by a projecting woo de n parapet cornice with modillions and dentil mouldings
and a plain frieze. Behind it a metal shed roof slopes to the rear. All but one of the seven segmental-arched
windows at the second level of the western elevation have been bricked up. The rear elevation is six bays wide
with doors in the two center bays at both levels and 2-over-2 1 ight windows in the side bays, all segmental arched.
All the windows at the first level have been bricked up. A 2-storey shed-roofed porch covers the two center bays.
The s to re room has a patterned tin ceiling and cornice.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

There was s small store building on this lot when Alice B. C. Lewis purchased it in 1897 (City DB 8-250).· It had
been built between 1886 and 1891 on the site of a 2-storey residence. According to tax records and a party-wall
agreement (DB 13-62), she replaced that store building with the present one in 1901, Mrs, Lewis died in 1917

(WB 2-971, and her heirs sold the building to'Leggett's, lnc . in 1950 (DB 72-311, 155-56, 162-146). Leggett's
Bargain Center occupied the combined store room for 20 years. The storefronts were rebui lt in 1971. Waterman
Associates bought it in 1980 (DB 411-689), divided the lot, and sold the Main Street end with this building to
Butler Griffin Limited Partnership in 1981 (DB 418-1). They have rebuilt the storefronts and completely renovated
the building.
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