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STREET ADDRESS: 421 West Main Street HISTORIC NAME : Gianniny-Pace Building
MAP 8 PARCEL: 32-178 DATE / PERIOD: 1890
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: 1-308 STYLE : Ve Free e
PRESENT ZONING: B-3 HEIGHT (o cornice)OR STORIES: 2 storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: E. M. Gianniny DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 35' x 210' (7350 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Store and Residence CONDITION : Fair
PRESENT USE Taxi Office SURVEYOR . Bibb
PRESENT OWNER:@ R. L. Bunch and R. H. Pace DATE OF SURVEY : Winter 1973
ADDRESS . 756 Belmont Avenue SOURCES: City/County Records Mrs. R. H. Pace
Charlottesville, VA David Coffey & Chariie Kramer, '%421-423 W. Main
Street., A Program for its Preservation & Re-

Utilization'', 1978. Sanborn Map Co. - 1891, 1836

1907, 1920

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

0f several buildings erected on West Main Street around the turn of the century that featured the shop owner's
living quarters above, with a second-storey veranda over the storefront, this is the only one that remains essential-
ly unaltered. It is a two-storey building on a low foundation wi thout a basement, built of brick laid in seven-
course American bond. Its low pitched gable roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has projecting eaves and
verges and a boxed cornice with brackets that continues around the entire building. The gable end forms a low
pediment anove the veranda on the four-bay facade. The entrance to the living quarters shows that it was considered
of equal importance with the store. A broad four-paneled door, with transom and sidelights over panels, in the
western bay gives access to a side hall that extends the length of the building, with a single flight of open stairs
leading to the second storey living quarters. The four second-storey windows on the facade are triple-sash, two-
over-two-over-two light, with architrave trim. They reach to the floor and give access to the veranda. Side and
rear windows are double-sash, two-over-two light, with plain trim. The pedimented gable above the veranda is
supported by five Tuscan columns with a balustrade with turned balusters. All exterior woodworb is painted dark
green. Below the porch floor, a cornice with smaller brackets crowns the storefront facade. 8rick at that level
was once painted cream. The store entrance is recessed between two display windows. The rear elevation shows the
scars of the addition and removal of several frame additions. An incompatible one-storey addition, 5 feet wide,
flat roofed, and devoid of architectural detail, extends from the facade two-thirds of the way back along the

east side. The front half is built of brick 1aid in seven-course American bond, and the rear half and three

courses at the top are of cinderblock, all newly painted a deep cream.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1889, R. B. Dice, trustee for Mary Digges Wood who owned and lived in the Paxton place, gave Ella M. Gianniny
(Mrs. Ruth B. Gianniny) a deed for this lot, to confirm an earlier sale (City DB 1-341). Tax records and City
Directories indicate that the Gianninys waited to receive the deed before building, but by the next year they were
living in the apartment above the store. They sold in 1897 to E. M. Buck (DB 8-331) who rented it first to H. H.
Hawkins and later to James D. Morris, both of whom operated a grocery store there and lived above. Morris bought
the building from a later owner (DB 20-429) and continued in business there until 1923 (DB 43-270). Ellis Mopsik
bought the building in 1923 (D8 43-331) and operated a tailoring shop there for two years and lived above. He sold
it in 1925 (DB 50-305), and since then the store and living quarters have been rented separately. Brown and Taylor,
plumbers, rented it from 1931 to 1941 and made some alterations. Pace's Taxi, which had operated from the minuscule
side addition since 1936 , moved into the store room in 1942 and purchased thebuilding in 1969 from Guy L. Miller,
who had owned it since 1927 (DB 59-206, 141-267, 306-78). The four-room apartment has been vacant since 1969.
According to the Sanborn maps, a back porch extending the width of the building was replaced between 1896 and 1907
with a two-storey frame addition which was finally removed in 1969. The front part of the tiny side addition
(#4193) is probably not original, but was added by 1891. It was exteded toward the rear in the early 1930's. |t has
housed a shoe repair shop, locksmith, taxi dispatcher, and jeweler.

Additional References: City DB 7-189, 20-51]

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
-— e e S S S




IDENTIFICATION
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Searching
For Clues

From left, state arson in-
vestigator George Gra-
ham, city fire department
Capt. Bernard Maupin and
state arson investigator
Percy Click Friday
searched the rubble for
clues to the origin of Tues-
day's fire that destroyed
one- Main Street building
and damaged three others.
The destroyed building was
the former site of Pace's E
Taxi and was being reno- &
vated for office space; alsp
damaged were a private
home, Rice's Jewelers and :
the Centel “building. City o R

Fire Chief Julian Taliafer-
ro said the cause of the fire
is still unknown.

Progress Phata by John Atking
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‘West Main Building
Demolished by Fire‘

By RICHARD PRIOR
of The Progress Staff

A fire of undetermined origin that began shortly after
midnight this morning demolished one building on Main
Street and damaged three surrounding structures.

According to city fire chief Julian Taliaferro, the fire
began in the former Pace’s Taxi building at 421 W. Main
St. and had totally consumed the. structure by the time
firemen arrived. .

The building, which belonged to James Caravati and.
was being renovated for use as office space, was a total
loss, he said.

Taliaferro also said a house on the west side of the
blaze received minor damage, primarily in the attic, and

damage but ‘‘seemed to have survived it pretty well, as
best we could tell from the initial look.”

Even farther down the block, Taliaferro said, damage
was done to' the Central Telephone Co. of Virginia,
“which, because of the distance from the fire, may not
seem likely, but there was extreme heat generated and
the wind was blowing in that direction.

"“The flames.were going across the alley when we got
there, and it caused some windows to crack on Centel’s
second floor.”

Centel spokesman Gary Moffat said approximately 25
persons had to be evacuated from the building while fire-
men fought the blaze.

““There were about 15 operators in there along with five
to 10 contractors doing some work for us, plus some secu-
rity people,” said Moffat, who added that no operator
service was available for about half an hour as a result.

some smoke got in the building, but we're not in bad
‘shape,” he said. *‘I'm not sure how much damage there
is, but we could have some dirty contacts, which will
‘cause some maintenance prablems for a while.”
Taliaferro said that by the time firemen left the scene,
around 4 a.m., the cause of the fire had not been deter-
mined. He said the investigation would continue today.

Rice’s Jewelers, located to the east, also sustained some -

““There are three large windows that were cracked, and *

Progrews Photos oy Jim Carpenter




West Main
Fire Laid

To Arson

By RICHARD PRIOR
of The Progress Staff

Fire investigators have de-
termined that arson was the
cause of a fire that leveled 3
building on West Main Street
last week and caused extensive
damage to a home next door,
according to the Charlottesville
Fire Department,

Capt. Bernard Maupin said
investigatiors from his depart-
ment, the city police and the
Virginia State Police have been
working at the site, the former
location of. Pace’s Taxi Co. at

. 421 West Main St., for the-past
week. Investigators decided
Monday the fire had been pur-
posely set, he said.

"A reward is being offered for
information leading to the ar-

~ rest or indictment of whoever
was responsible for setting the
fire, Maupin said, adding that
the amount of the reward would
be determined “‘by the value of
the information received.”

The building, owned by

James Caravati, was being ren-
ovated for use as office space
when the fire broke out shortly.
after midnight on June 9. By

the time firemen arrived at the -

two-alarm blaze, the building
was ‘“‘totally involved” and
quickly was reduced to smol-
dering rubble, city fire chief
Julian Taliaferro said.

A building just down the
block, belonging 0 the Central
Telephone Co. of Virginia, also
received some damage, and

about 25 people had to be eva-
cuated while firemen fought

the blaze, )
A Centel spokesman said

three large windows were
cracked as a result of the in-
tense heat and some equipment
received smoke damage that
would cause the company some
temporary maintenance prob-

lems. Lo
Fire officials reported minor
damage to a house next to theé
burned-out building, but its
owner said Monday that as a re-
sult of the fire and demolition
work, the structure may have
to be torn down. .
“It’s just incredible,” said
C.B. Maddox Jr., who was livs
ing in and running his business
out of the building but was not
home when the fire broke out!
“‘First, I lost almost everything

I had in the fire.” '
Matters only got worse Mon{

day, Maddox said, when a de<
molition crew was working ony
the building and caused a wall

o collapse onto the side of hig

home, resulting in extensivel
structural damage. }

“They broke all the windows
and window frames on that side|
and caused the wall to bow in|
about 15 inches,” he. said.!
“That house was over 100 years:
old and had been nominated fori
the national register (of histor-.
ic homes) earlier this year.

“Now it’ll probably be con-!
demned, and we’ll have to tear!
it down and start from:
scrateh.”
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