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LANDMARK SURVEY

BASE DATA
Historic Name: Holsinger-Thomas Building

Date/Period: 1915

IDENTIFICATION
Street Address: 6£20-624 West Main Street
Map and Parcel: 29-2

8 Census Track & Block: 1-303

Present Owner: Susan Rinehart
Address: 1033 locust Avenue

Style: No ldentifiable Style

Height to Cornice: 26
Height in Stories: 2%

Present Zoning: B-3
Land Area (sq.ft.): 50' x 115" (5750 sq. ft.)

Assessed Value (land + imp.)

Present Use: Unoccupied
Original Owner: Rufus W. Holsinger

Original Use: Warehouse

e

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This is a twn-storey warehouse with a partial basement and a partial attic, whose windows make the facade three
stories tall. It is built of brick laid in five-course American bond and painted white on the facade and sides.
It has a nearly flat metal shed roof behind a plain parapet. The facade is four bays wide. There are doors in
the first and fourth bays at the first level, the eastern one giving access to the apartments above. There is a
multi-light stationary window in the third bay, and a multi-light garage door of equal size, with a door in the
middle of it, in the second bay. Windows at the second storey and attic levels are single-paned, double sash,
arranged in segmental-arched pairs with wooden sills and no surrounds. At the attic level, the glazing is also
segmental arched. There are no attic windows except on the facade. Second-storey windows on the side elevations
are functionally arranged. The rear elevation facing the railroad is seven bays wide. Windows are double-sash,
six-over-six light. Those at the second level are somewhat shorter, and the ones in the 2nd, hkth, and 6th bays
replace doors. At the first level, a large warehouse docr is flanked by two windows on each side. There is a
basement garage.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Rufus W. Holsinger purchased this property in 1913 (City DB 24-470). Two years later he tore down the two-storey
brick house on the site and built this warehouse. It shared a spur track of the C & 0 Railroad with T.P. Carver's
Coal and Wood Yard next door. H.A. Snyder bought the building from Holsinger's estate in 1932 (DB 78-13) and sold
it to C.R. Thomas in 1935 (DB 85-197). The present owner bought it from his estate in 1975 (DB 363-368). Over

the years, the building has been occupied by Standard Produce Co. (wholesale fruits and vegetables), two automobile
dealers, Norcross Transfer & Storage, and a furniture repair business. In recent years the main level has been
partitioned into two smaller units. It is vacant at the present time. The four second-storey apartments are

also vacant.

SIGNIFICANCE

Rufus Holsinger, a noted local photographer at the turn of this century, built this warehouse across from his
studio in 1915 to take advantage of the railway spur behind the building and the increasingly busy traffic on
West Main Street. The building is a good example of an early 20th century vernacular warehouse, and is the
only one of its type along the West Main Street corridor.
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IDENTIFICATION

4 Street Address: §20-624 West Main Street . Historic Mame: Holsinger-Thomas Building
4 Map and Parcel: 29-2 Date/Period: 1915
f Census Track & Block: 1-303 i Style: No ldentifiable Style

4 Present Owner:  James M. Arnette, Jr. ¥ Heignt to Cornice: 26
] -Address:  #b Deerpath Road, Beliair, Charlottesvill§ Height in Stories: 2%

8l Present Use: Unoccupied | Present Zoning: B-3
Otiginal Owner: Rufus W. Holsinger #Lard Area (sq.ft.): 50' x 115' (5750 sq. ft.)

Original Use: Warehouse H Assessed Value (land + imp.):

T R

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ]

This is a two-storey warehouse with a partial basement and a partial attic, whose windows make the facade three

4 stories tall. 1t is built of brick laid in five-course American bond and painted white on the facade and sides. ;
It has a nearly flat metal shed roof behind a plain parapet. The facade is four bays wide. There are doors in i
the first and fourth bays at the first level, the eastern one giving access to the apartments above. There is a 3
multi-light stationary window in the third bay, and a multi-light garage door of equal size, with a door in the
middle of it, in the second bay. Windows at the second storey and attic levels are single-paned, double sash,

arranged in segmental-arched pairs with wooden sills and no surrounds. At the attic level, the glazing is also A
segmental arched. There are no attic windows except on the facade. Second-storey windows on the side elevations %
% are functionally arranged. The rear elevation facing the railroad is seven bays wide. -Windows are double-sash, ¥

# six-over-six light. Those at the second level are somewhat shorter, and the ones in the 2nd, b4th, and 6th bays
8 replace doors. At the first level, a large warehouse door is flanked by two windows on each side, There is a
basement garage.

{  HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Rufus W. Holsinger purchased this property in 1913 (City DB 24-470). Two years later he tore down the two-storey |
il brick house on the site and built this warehouse. It shared a spur track of the C & 0 Railroad with T.P. Carver's @
# Coal and Wood Yard next door. H.A. Snyder bought the building from Holsinger's estate in 1932 (DB 78-13) and scld &
it to C.R. Thomas in 1935 (DB 85-197). The present owner bought it from his estate in 1975 (DB 363-368). Over |
the years, the building has been occupied by Standard Produce Co. (wholesale fruits and vegetables), two automobile
dealers, Norcross Transfer & Storage, and a furniture repair business. In recent years the main level has been ¢
partitioned into two smailer units. [t is vacant at the present time. The four second-storey apartments are
also vacant.
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PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

Component # Comp Type/Form Material Material Treatment
Structural System 0 Masonry Brick Stretcher Bond
Roof 0 Shed Not visible

Window (s) 0 Sash, double-hung Wood 1/1

INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 WUZIT: Warehouse

Primary Resource? Yes

Estimated Date of Construction: 1915

Source of Date: Local Records

Architectural Style: No Style Listed

Degcription:
Standard early-20th-c. commercial form with two store fronts,
segmental-arched upper-story windows on the front, and stepped side parapets.

Condition: Good
Threats to Resource: None Known

Additions/Alterations Description:
Modern storefronts, top front windows blocked.

Number of Stories: 2.5
Interior Plan Type:
Accessed?

Interior Description:
Relationship of Secondary Resources to Property:

DHR Historic Context: Commerce/Trade

Significance Statement:
The building contributes to the historic character of West Main Street.
Photographer Rufus W. Holsinger had the warehouse built in 1915. It was
formerly served by a spur track of the C&0 line. Later owners included H. A.
Snyder and C. R. Thomas. Former business tenants have included the Standard
Produce Company, two automobile dealerships, Norcross Transfer & Storage, and
a furniture repair business.

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

Medium Medium ID # Frames Date
B&W 35mm Photos 14632 32 - 2/ /1996
B&W 35mm Photos 14799 1 - 2 5/ /1996

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA

Sequence #: 1.0 Bibliographic Record Type: Local Records
Author: City of Charlottesville
Citation Abbreviation:

Charlottesville Architectural and Historic Survey files
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