STREET ADDRESS:  852-854 West Main Street  “zlaped S wcva 2o sonore
MAP & PARCEL: 30-3 af,;/ oy, Dot stcenl, co
FILE NUMBER: 699 ) ? . A
PRESENT ZONING: B-3 e - ;?"’?A’/.
ORIGINAL OWNER: George Gilmer LA zwgv%/«z,z %M
ORIGINAL USE: Automobile Dealership e M”/>
PRESENT USE: Tire Store
PRESENT OWNER: University Firestone, Inc.
ADDRESS: 852-854 West Main Street

Charlottesville, VA 22902
HISTORIC NAME: Charlottesville Motors Building
DATE/PERIOD: 1939
STYLE:

HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: One Story
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 55.357 sq. ft. (1 1/4 acres)

CONDITION: Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb

DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1995
SOURCES: City Records

Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1920, 1929-57, 1965
The Daily Progress -- 1906 Special Edition
Ch'ville City Directories )

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

7ie ¢

This one-story flat-roofed automotive bui@ng is seven bays wide. Walls 2
constructed of cinderblock faced with-whife stucco. This building is set back fropt

——~—____street, behind a small parking lot W ade s dom owroom Wi
projects from the western bay and“extends along the the bui ’

= vest, with a faceted terminus at the front of the lot. A band of plate
Fm windows extends alongitheentire wing. ) The central bay of the facade¥

projecting piers and a stepped parapet with a raised panel. The entrar this ba
e i(.‘ﬁﬁg name of

has flanking windows and a transom, and there is an inset panel abg
the automobile dealership was probably displayed on one of © panels. There

are smaller entrances in the first and sixth bays. One garage door remains in the fift 57 7he
bayg; those in the second and third bays have been infilled. pThe rear elevation'fm
Days wide, with garage doors in the central bays and huge industrial-sash windows in 2
the end bays. On eastern elevation, there are three matching windows with glass

brick panels abovze,aﬁd three glas@rick windows of the same size. Another window

was probably covaréd by a recent cinderblock wing near the front of the eastern
elevation. Its facade is blank and there are two garage doors on the rear elevation.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

""7716?"?/ e, cd(,

This is the site of the Cabell House, one of the small inns/lh% sprang up alopg West

Main Street near the Union Station in the nineteenth(Ce ry. It was 2-story,
gabled-;oaljed house, seven bays wide, with a one-storey verandah. East of the Cabell
Housef\g/set far back from f[he roagbvyas a pne-story brick house oncby the

S e and later by the Williams family. Still father east was as small wooden church
i d building, built by the Presbyterian Church in 1888 and later leased (1900) and then
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sold (1908) to the Lutheran Church. It was moved across the street in 1916 when the
railroad bridge was buiit. George Gilmer purchased the Cabell House lot in 1937 (City
DB 93-13) and erected this building in 1939, according to City records. Charlottesville
Motors, Inc., the Ford dealership, and its success@cgcupied the building until it moved
to Pantops in the late 1960's. University Firestomne; Inc. bought the building from the
Gilmer family in 1972 (DB 339-44). Firestone also bought the eastern lot in 1978 (DB
393-271j;glving it room to add the western wing to this building. Two service stations
on the eastern lot have now been demolished.
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