WALTERS-BROWN HOUSE

STREET ADDRESS: 515 Ridge Street
MAP & PARCEL: 29-143
VDHR FILE NUMBER: 104-25-24
CITY FILE NUMBER: 215
PRESENT ZONING: R-3
ORIGINAL OWNER: John L. Walters @)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
PRESENT USE: Vacant
PRESENT OWNER: John D. Snowden
ADDRESS: 5428 Whetfield

Lanham, MD 20706
HISTORIC NAME: Walters-Brown House
DATE/PERIOD: C.1875
STYLE: Vernacular Italianate
HEIGHT IN STORIES: 2
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 527 x 205, plus 33’ (13,630 sq. ft.)
CONDITION: 1978: Good/ 1993: Fair
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1978, Revised 1993
SOURCES: City/County Records

Mrs. Commora B. Snowden
J. Nelson Brown
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WALTERS-BROWN HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This nicely detailed two-storey house on a low foundation is a popular Victorian T-form: three bays wide with
projecting front and rear end bays creating two rooms on the north side of the central hall and one on the south.
Original rusticated wooden siding has been covered with aluminum siding. The low-pitched gable roof is
covered with standing-scam metal and has projecting caves and verges, with a bracketed boxed cornice originally
trimmed with dentil moulding. There are two interior chimneys, serving fireplaces in all six rooms in the main
block, plus an interior chimney in the rear kitchen wing. A rambling series of rear additions, originally
weatherboarded, is also covered with aluminum siding. The kitchen wing, behind the projecting bay, has a low-
pitched gable roof, and its side window matches those in the main block. The two-storey wing on the other side
is flat-roofed, and the small section between is shed-roofed. The tall double-sash windows are two-over-two
light with chamfered surrounds. All originally had labels, but they have been removed from all except the one
window on the verandah. The one above the bay window is scgmental-arched with a modified Italianate
pediment. The one-storey semi-octagonal bay window on the projecting bay is very similar to the one at 204
Ridge Street. It has a truncated bellcast-hip roof with a small decorated central gable, bracketed boxed cornice
with returns, and dentil moulding. There are paneled spandrels with moulded rails below the windows. The
verandah has a low truncated bellcast hip roof with bracketed boxed cornice originally trimmed with dentil
moulding. It has a plain frieze, chamfered posts, and sawn balustrade. The entrance door has a single light
above a moulded diamond and two panels with moulded rails. It has a single-light rectangular transom. A
single-flight, open stair rises from the central hall and curves in a 90 degree turn at the top, the wall beside it
following its gentle curve.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1874 Ezra M. Wolfe subdivided the property adjoining his home on Ridge Street and sold three unimproved
lots to J.W.B. McAllister (ACDB 68-761). Tax records indicated that one housc was built the same year and
another the following year. Apparently the first was McAllister’s home at 511 Ridge Street, and the second was
the house at 513 (now 515) Ridge Street which he sold to John L. Walters in 1877 (ACDB 71-311). The
purchase price of $500, however, is too low to have included a house and would seem to indicate that Walters
might have built the house himself before receiving a deed for the lot. Edward Lawman bought the house from
Walters in 1898 (City DB 9-107), and his name is still on the iron gate. Gilbert M. Brown bought the house
in 1905 (DB 16-453). He died several years later, but his family lived there for 52 years. They built a one-
over-one room rear addition, probably circa 1915, and then enclosed the remaining bit of porch between the
wings. Commora B. Snowden bought the house from the Brown heirs in 1958 (DB 204-130). The house was
covered with aluminum siding in 1974, and the dentil moulding and window labels were removed by workmen

who found it easier than to work around them. John Snowden inherited the house from his mother in 1988
(WB 31-285).

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Walters-Brown House is an especially nicely detailed example of a T-shaped vernacular house that was
quite popular during the Victorian era. Of special note are the one remaining window label, the window
spandrels, and the nicely detailed bay window. The house has suffered some alterations and has been badly

neglected since Mrs. Snowden’s death, but it was well cared for in the past, and a great deal of original fabric
remains.

It has been individually designated as a local historic landmark, and the house is an important building in the
Ridge Street Historic District.
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0025-024

Property Name:
Historic Walters-Brown House

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: House

Tax Code: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville East

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 515 Ridge Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality: ZIP: 22901

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?
TOTAL: 1

1 Building Contributing
Contrib: 1
Non-Contrib: 0

WUZIT COUNT -
# Wuzit Contributing?
) ) TOTAL: 1

1 House Contributing

Contrib:

O

Non-Contrib:



Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1875 ca
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Fair
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: Victorian Vernacular (Italianate)

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 3 # of Bays Deep: 2

Arch Config: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  Intecior Brick
Foundation Brick

Porch Front Wood l-story, 5-bay

Roof Intersect. gables Metal Standing seam
Windows double-hung sash  Wood 2/2

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
This nicely detailed two-storey house on a low foundation is
a popular Victorian form: three bays wide with projecting
side bays front and rear, so that there are two rooms on one
side of the central hall and one on the other. Original
rusticated wooden siding has been covered with aluminum
siding. The low-pitched gable roof is covered with
standing-seam metal and has projecting eaves and verges,
with a bracketed boxed cornice originally trimmed with
dentil moulding. There are two interior chimneys, serving
fireplaces in all six rooms in the main block, plus an
interior chimney in the kitchen wing. A rambling series of
rear additions, originally weatherboarded, is also covered
with aluminum siding. The kitchen wing, behind the
projecting bay, has a low-pitched gable roof, and its side
window matches those in the main block. The two-storey wing
on the other side is flat-roofed, and the small section
between is shed roofed. The tall double-sash windows are
two-over-two light with chamfered surrounds. All originally
had labels, but they have been removed from all except the
one in the verandah. The one above the bay window is



segmental-arched with a sort of pediment. The one-storey
semi-octagonal bay window on the projecting bay is very
similar to the one at 204 Ridge Street. It has a truncated
bellcast hip roof with a tiny decorated central gable,
bracketed boxed cornice with returns, and dentil moulding.
There are paneled spandrels with moulded rails below the
windows. The verandah has a low truncated bellcast hip roof
with bracketed boxed cornice originally trimmed with dentil
moulding. It has a plain frieze, chamfered posts, and sawn
balustrade. The entrance door has a single light above a
moulded diamond and two panels with moulded rails. It has a
single-light rectangular transom. A single flight open
stair rises from the central hall and curves in a 90 degree

turn at the top, the wall beside it following its gentle
curve.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
See Architectural Description and Historical Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:
Potentially Contributes to Historic District:

Ridge Street Historic District
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1874 Ezra M. Wolfe subdivided the property adjoining his home on Ridge
Street and sold three unimproved lots to J. W. B. McAllister (ACDB 68-761).

Tax records indicated that one house was built the same year and
another the following year. Apparently the first was
McAllister’s home at 511 Ridge Street, and the second was
the house at 513 (now 515) Ridge Street which he sold to
John L. Walters in 1877 (ACDB 71-311). The purchase price
of $500, however, is too low to have included a house and
would seem to indicate that Walters might have built the
house himself before receiving a deed for the lot. Edward
Lawman bought the house from Walters in 1898 (City DB
9-107), and his name is still on the iron gate. Gilbert M.
Brown bought the house in 1905 (DB 16-453). He died several
years later, but his family lived there for 52 years. They
built a one-over-one room rear addition, probably circa
1915, and then enclosed the remaining bit of porch between
the wings. Commora B. Snowden bought the house from the
Brown heirs in 1958 (DB 204-130). The house was covered
with aluminum siding in 1974, and the dentil moulding and
window labels were removed by workmen who found it easier
than to work around them.

1993: John Snowden, inherited the house from his mother in 1988
31-285).

SIGNIFICANCE & RELATION TO EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Walters-Brown House is an especially nicely detailed example of a
T-shaped vernacular house that was quite popular during the Victorian era.

Of special note are the one remaining window label, the window
spandrels, and the nicely detailed bay window. The house

has suffered some alterations and has been badly neglected
since Mrs. Snowdon’s death, but it was well cared for in the
past, and a great deal of original fabric remains.It has

been individually designated as a local historic landmark,



and the house is an important building in the Ridge Street
Historic District.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

City Records
Charlottesville City Deed Books and Will Books

County Records
Albemarle County Deed Books

Interview
Mrs. Commora B. Snowden

Interview
J. Nelson Brown

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media VDHR Neg # Frames Date

B&W 35mm photos 13470 34 - 36 1/ /1994

CRM MANAGEMENT EVENTS

Survey PAVA/Smead and City/Bibb / /1978

IPS data entry-PAVA (Smead)
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