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STREET ADDRESS: 28 Ridge Street HISTORIC NAME Fitch-Gleason House
MAP & PARCEL 29-267 DATE / PERIOD c. 1842 - 50, c. 1881
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK . 4-341 STYLE ! Vernacular
PRESENT ZONING: R-3 HEIGHT {to cornice}OR STORIES: 2 Storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: William D. Fitch or Berry Nimmo DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA : 100" x 118' (11,800 sq. ft.)
OR{GINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Fair
PRESENT USE Rental Property (3 apartments) SURVEYOR : Bibb
PRESENT OWNER | Otis L. Lee DATE OF SURVEY : Spring 1978
ADDRESS : Route 3, Box 31 SOURCES : City/County Records Otis L. Les
Charlottesville, VA Rev. Edgar Woods, Albemarle County Mrs. J. Emmet Gleason

James Alexander, Recollections of Earlv Charlottesville

ARCHITECTURAAL DESCRIPTION

This was origimally a three-bay, single-pile, Federal side-hall plan house, 1% storeys above an English basement.
It was extended at the southern end and a full second-storey built above it circa 1881. In its present form, it is
a five-bay, single-pile, two-storey Virginia I-house. The English basement is above ground at the rear. A one-room
cinderblock rear wing covers the northern bay at the basement and first-storey levels. The house is now painted white
with starkly contrasting green-black roof and trim. The low-pitched bellcast gable roof is covered with standing-seam
metal and has an additional central gable on the facade. It has projecting eaves and verges and a boxed cornice. The
brick foundation is laid in five-course American bond. The facade is all in Flemish bond, but the older section is
readily identifiable by its finer mortar joints. The other sides are in American bond, the first storey in five-
course and the second sterev in seven-course. The two interior end chimneys are corbelled out over the roof and have
corbelled caps. The double-sash windows are nine-over-six light at the first level, two-over-two and somewhat shorter
at the second level, and six-over-six at the basement level. They are fewer and functionally arranged on the rear of
the house. All have wooden sills and no surrounds. A small entrance porch covers the central bay of the facaed. Its
six steps, floor, and foundation were replaced with concrete and cinderblock in 1962, It has a low pedimented gable
roof with a plain frieze, supported by paired square columns with insert panels and a simple balustrade. The entrance
door is four-paneled. Inside, there are two Tooms with central hall on each level. The hall has been partitioned and
the single flight of stairs enclosed in order to divide the house into three apartments. All the rooms have fire-
places, and the parlor still has its Federal mantel.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1839 William D. Fitch, who operated the Eagle Tavern on Court Square and later another tavern two blocks east,
purchased six acres east of Ridge Street (ACDB 37-490), and according to tax records, built a house there in 1842.
The property was sold in 1848 to Berry Nimmo (ACDB 46-224), and then in 1853 toc James M. Reynolds (ACDB 51-492). The
tax appraisal of the buildings more than doubled during this time, and the 1853 deed stated that the property contained
"a brick dwelling house and other outbuildings"”. This 1%-storey house was apparently so far down the hill from the
street that James Alexander did not consider it worthy of mention in his description of Ridge Street in 1874. John J.
Gleason purchased the entire tract of 9 2/3 acres from Reynolds's estate in 1880, but the deed was not recorded wmntil
1884 (ACDB 83-100). A native of southern Albemarle, Gleason was the founder of the dynasty of Charlottesville busi-
nessmen. Tax records indicate much building activity in 1881, presumably the enlargement of this house and the con-
struction of another at 522 Ridge Street. John J. Gleason died in 1907, and his wife died a year or two later. The
house has been used as rental property since that time. H. M. Gleason bought it from his father's estate (City DB
20-285) and owned it until 1922 (DR 41-76). The present owner bought it in 1962 (DB 233-160), painted it white, added
a small rear wing, and divided it into apartments.
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FITCH-GLEASON HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This was originally a three-bay, single-pile, Federal-style side-hall-plan house, 1 1/2 storeys above an English
basement. It was extended at the southern end and a full second-storey built above it circa 1881, In its present
form, it is a five-bay, single-pile, two-storey Virginia I-house. The English basement is above ground at the
rear. A one-room cinderblock rear wing covers the northern bay at the basement and first-storey levels. The
house is now painted white with starkly contrasting green-black roof and trim. The low-pitched bellcast gable
roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has an additional central gable on the facade. It has projecting
caves and verges and a boxed cornice. The brick foundation is laid in five-course American bond. The facade
is all in Flemish bond, but the older section is readily identifiable by its finer mortar joints., The other sides are
in American bond, the first storey in five-course and the second storey in seven-course. The two interior end
chimneys are corbelled out above the roof line and have corbelled caps. The double-sash windows are nine-
over-six light at the first level, two-over-two and somewhat shorter at the second level, and six-over-six at the
bascment level. They are fewer and functionally arranged on the rear of the house. All bave wooden sills and
no surrounds. A small entrance porch covers the central bay of the facade. Its six steps, floor, and foundation
were replaced with concrete and cinderblock in 1962. It has a low pedimented gable roof with a plain frieze,
supported by paired square columns with inset panels and a simple balustrade. The entrance door is four-
pancled. Inside, there is a central hall and two rooms on cach level. The hall has been partitioned and the
single flight of stairs enclosed in order to divide the house into three apartments. All the rooms have fireplaces,
and the parlor still has its Federal mantel.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1839 William D. Fitch, who operated the Eagle Tavern on Court Square and later another tavern two blocks
cast, purchased six acres cast of Ridge Street (ACDB 37-490), and according to tax records, built a house there
in 1842. The property was sold in 1848 to Berry Nimmo (ACDB 46-224), and then in 1853 to James M.
Reynolds (ACDB 51-492). The tax appraisal of the buildings more than doubled during this time, and the 1853
deed stated that the property contained "a brick dwelling house and other outbuildings". This 1 1/2-storey house
was apparently so far down the hill from the street that James Alexander did not consider it worthy of mention
in his description of Ridge Street in 1874. John J, Gleason purchased the entire tract of 9 2/3 acres from
Reynold’s estate in 1880, but the deed was not recorded until 1884 (ACDB 83-100). A native of southern
Albemarle, Gleason was the founder of a dynasty of Charlottesville businessmen. Tax records indicate much
building activity in 1881, presumably the enlargement of this house and the construction of another at 522 Ridge
Street. John J. Gleason died in 1907, and his wife died a year or two later. The house has been used as rental
property since that time. H.M. Gleason bought it from his father’s estate (City DB 20-285) and owned it until
1922 (DB 41-76). Otis L. Lee bought it in 1962 (DB 233-160), painted it white, added a small rear wing, and
divided it into apartments.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Fitch-Gleason House was one of the first houses built on Ridge Street. Over the century and a half it has
been enlarged froma 1 1 /2-storey, Federal-style, side-hall-plan house to a 2-storey vernacular Virginia I-house.

Despite much abuse in recent years, a significant amount of original Federal-era fabric remains,

It remains one of the most important buildings in the Ridge Street Historic District. The Fitch-Gleason House
has been individually designated as a local historic landmark.
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FITCH-GLEASON HOUSE

STREET ADDRESS: 528 Ridge Street
MAP & PARCEL: 29-267
VDHR FILE NUMBER: 104-25-31
CITY FILE NUMBER: 218
PRESENT ZONING: R-3
ORIGINAL OWNER: William D. Fitch or Berry Nimmo
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
PRESENT USE: Rental Property (3 Apartments)
PRESENT OWNER: Otis L. Lee
ADDRESS: 1876 Woodberry Rd.

Charlottesville, VA 22901
HISTORIC NAME: Fitch-Gleason House
DATE/PERIOD: ¢.1842-50, ¢.1881
STYLE: I-House
HEIGHT IN STORIES: 2
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 100’ x 118 (11,800 sq. ft.)
CONDITION: Poor
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1978, Revised 1993
SOURCES: City/County Records

Otis L. Lee

Rev. Edgar Woods, Albemarle County

Mrs. J. Emmett Gleason

James Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
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somewhat shorter at the second level, and six-over-six at
the basement level. They are fewer and functionally
arranged on the rear of the hosue. All have wooden sills
and no surrounds. A small entrance porch covers the central
bay of the facade. Its six steps, floor, and foundation
were replaced by paired square columns with inset panels and
a simple balustrade. The entrance door is four-paneled.
Inside, there are two rooms with central hall on each level.
The hall has been partitioned and the single flight of
stairs enclosed in order to divide the house into three
apartments. All the rooms have fireplaces, and the parlor
still has its Federal mantel.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alteratiomns
See Architectural Description and Historical Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:

Potentially Contributes to Historic District:
Ridge Street Historic District
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1839 wWilliam D. Fitch, who operated the Eagle Tavern on Court Square and
later another tavern two blocks east, purchased six acres east of Ridge
Street (ACDB 37-490), and according to tax records, built a house
there in 1842. The property was sold in 1848 to Berry Nimmo
(ACDB 46-224), and then in 1853 to James M. Reynolds (ACDB
51-492). The tax appraisal of the buildings more than

doubled during this time, and the 1853 deed stated that the
property contained "a brick dwelling house and other
outbuildings". This 1/2 storey house was apparently so

far down the hill from the street that James Alexander did

not consider it worthy of mention in his description of

Ridge Street in 1874. John L. Gleason purchased the entire

tract of 9 2/3 acres from Reynold’s estate in 1880, but the

deed was not recorded until 1884 (ACDB 83-100). A native of
southern Albemarle, Gleason was the founder of a dynasty of
Charlottesville businessmen. Tax records indicated much
building activity in 1881, presumably the enlargement of

this house and the construction of another at 522 Ridge

Street. John L. Gleason died in 1907, and his wife died a

year or two later. The house has been used as rental

property since that time. H. M. Gleason bought it from his
father’s estate (City DB 20-285) and owned it until 1922 (DB
41-76). Otis L. Lee bought it in 1962 (DB 233-160), painted

it white, added a small rear wing, and divided it into
apartments.

SIGNIFICANCE & RELATION TO EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Fitch-Gleason House was one of the first houses built on
Ridge Street. Over the century and a half it has been
enlarged from a 1/2 storey Federal side-hall-plan house to

a 2-storey vernacular Virginia I-house. Despite much abuse
in recent years, a significant amount of original Federal
fabric remains.It remains one of the most important
buildings in the Ridge Street Historic District. The
Fitch-Gleason House has been individually designated as a
local historic landmark.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

City Records
Charlottesville City Deed Book

County Records
Albemarle County Deed Books

Interview
Otis L. Lee

Book
Rev. Edgar Woods, Albemarle County

Interview
Mrs. J. Emmett Gleason

Book
Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media (MR Tes ¥ Frames Dbate
B&W 35mm photos 13472 21 - 23 1/ /1994
E@-@ﬁ?ﬁ’fﬁﬁf‘fi‘?ﬂ_“_________________________________________=__=_=========
MISSING DATA ELEMENT

CRM Event Agency/Organization Date L
Survey PAVA/Smead and City/Bibb / /1978

IPS data entry-PAVA (Smead)
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Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1842 -50
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Poor
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

Architectural Style/Derivative: Vernacular I-House

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 5 # of Bays Deep: 0

Arch Canig: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  interior mma Brick Corbelled Caps
Foundation English basement Brick 5-course American
Porch Front entrance Wood l-story, l-bay

Roof Bellcast gable Metal Standing seam
Windows double—hung sash Wood 9/6, 6/6, 2/2

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
This was originally a three-bay, single-pile, Federal
side-hall plan house, 1/2 storeys above an English
basement. It was extended at the southern end and a full
second storey built above it circa 1881. 1In its present
form, it is a five-bay, single-pile, two-storey Virginia
I-house. The English basement is above ground at the rear.
A one-room cinderblock rear wing covers the northern bay at
the basement and first storey levels. The house is now
painted white with starkly contrasting green-black roof and
trim. The low-pitched bellcast gable roof is covered with
standing-seam metal and has an additional central gable on
the facade. It has projecting eaves and verges and a boxed
cornice. The brick foundation is laid in five-course
American bond. The facade is all in Flemish bond, but the
older section is readily identifiable by its finer mortar
joints. The other sides are in American bond, the first
storey in five-course and the second storey in seven-course.
The two interior end chimneys are corbelled out over the
roof and have corbelled caps. The double-sash windows are
nine-over-six light at the first level, two-over-two and
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This was originelly a Federal #tyle, three-bay, single-pile,  sidc-hall rlan hcuse,
1% stories above an English basement. It was extended at the southern end and a
full second storey built above it ehoue 1881, As it stands now, it is a five-bay,
[éingle-pile, two-storei]Virginia I-house. The English basement is above ground in
the rear, A one-room cinderblock rear wing covers the northern bay at the base-
ment and first-storey levels, The house is now painted white with starkly conta
trasting green-~black roof and trim, The low-pitched .bellcast gable roof is'covered
] ﬁ;fﬁﬂstanding-seam tin and has thé central gable popular in the Victoried period,
"I Ras projecting eaves ond verges and a boxed cornice. The brick foundation is
laid in five-course Americen bond, The facade is all in Flemish bond, but the sidm
older section is readily identifiable by its finer mortar joints, The other sides
are in American bond, the first storey fiVve-course sand the}ﬁpwei]second storey
seven-course. The two interlor end chimneys are laid in stretcher bond and

andbeorbelled caps, the newer chimney havéng been constructed to match the older

one, The double-sash windows are 9-over-6 light at the first level, 2-over-2
4ligh£]apd¢pomewha; shorter at the second level, and 6-over-6.at the basement level,

ere aré fewsr windows in The rear, and they are functionally arranged., All have

wooden sills and no surrounds, A small ¥ I8=storey entrance porch covers the
central bay of the facade, Its six steps, floor, and foundation were replaced with
concrete and cinderblock in 1962. The low gable roof forms a .simple pediment above
& plain frieze, supported by paired square columns with ré¢érsed panels, It has
& simple balustrede, The entrance door has five horizontal panels, Its single-
paned rectangular transom has been closed, JThe rear door is four-paneled,’ Inside,
there are two rooms with central hall on each level. The hall has been partitioned
and the single flight of stairs enclesed in ordor to diyide the house into throe

apartments, All the rooms have fireplaces, and the .originat parlor still has its
Federal mantel,

J#hen the town of Milton begen j;_%;gecline in-the.late-1820's,/William D. Fitch \
jmoved to Chﬁg}ggtesville wheré" 6 Joperated the Eagle Tavern on Court Square gnq:
later anotherstwo blocks east)where the Federal Building now standg].In 1859{§gﬂ
purchased six acres emthe east eide.of Ridge Street (ACDB 37-490) and according
to tax records, built a house thero~in 1842, The property was sold in 1848 to
Berry Nimmo (ACDB 46-224). fi"vas dghlih sold, uwder—a teedof ‘trust; in 1853 to
James M, Reynolds (ACDB 51-492), The appraisal of the buildings more than doubled
during this time, and the 1853 dced stated that the property contalned "a brick
dwelling house and other outbuildings",)This 1}-storey housec was apparently so
far down the hill thaet Jemes Alexander did not consider it worthy of mention in
his description of Ridge Street in 1874.}John J. Gleaeon, purchased the entire
tract from Reynolds's sstate in 1830, bTE the deed was not recorded until 108%,

Tax records indicate building activity in 1875 and in 1881, The latter was prob- /
ably the enlargement of this house sad the construction of ancther at 522 Ridge L
Steeet, founder of & dynasty of successful Charlottes busin:

John J. Gleason died in 1507, and his wife died a year or iwo later, The hcuse
has been used as rental property since that time, H, M, Gleason bought it from
his father's estate (City DB 20-285) and owned it until 1922 (DB 41-76). The
present owner purchased it in 1962 (DB 233-160), painted it white, added a small
rear wing, and divided it into aparitments,

Additionat-Deed Reforences-ACDR 45873,

From southern Albemarle, Gleason was the founder of a dynasty of Charlottesville businesse
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