GLEASON-RHODES HOUSE
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GLEASON-RHODES HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This 2-story, 2-bay, stucco vernacular house has a gable roof covered with standing-seam metal, with projecting
gabled bays at the northeast end of the front facade, and at the rear or southeast end of the northeast wall. The
house appears to have a side passage configuration, with a transomed entrance in the front facade’s southwest
bay. There is a one-story, gabled rear ell, with a shed-roofed section on its northeast side that was originally
a porch. The windows are two-over-two double-hung sash, except for a six-light metal-frame casement window
in the rear ell’s shed-roofed section, and eight adjoining one-over-one double-hung wood sash windows in the
southeast corner of the second floor, lighting what appears to be a sleeping porch. The house has a boxed
cornice with enclosed gutters, creating a level lip at the roof’s edges. There are frieze boards below the cornice,
and small, round decorative vents in the gables. A one-story, three-bay, hip-roofed porch fronts the house,
which has slightly tapered square wood posts with caps, and a railing with square wood balusters. There is a
large interior chimney of brick with a corbelled cap. The house stands on a small, sloped lot and has a raised
rear foundation that is stuccoed. A small, one-story, flat-roofed concrete block structure stands in the backyard
northeast of the house.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

This house was built by John J. Gleason, who lived in the Fitch-Gleason House at 528 Ridge Street. It stands
at the southern edge of that 9 2/3-acre tract, which he had purchased in 1880 (ACDB 83-100). Tax records
indicate that this house was probably built ¢. 1894. Just before his death in 1907, Gleason sold this house to
his daughter Mattie Gleason Matthews (City DB 18-227). The following year, she and her husband J. C.
Matthews bought the Bibb-Wolfe House at 505 Ridge Street and sold this house to Charles T. Rhodes, et al,
who owned it until 1943 (DB 20-9, 22-335, 46-341, 49-110, 113-231). The house was divided into two
apartments many years ago and has been used as rental property over much of the last century. The back porch
was enclosed in 1955. Tax records suggest that the walls were originally weatherboarded and were covered with
stucco sometime about mid-century.

Additional Records: City DB 199-285; WB 9-232, 10-179; DB 260-308.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Gleason-Rhodes House represents an example of a late-nineteenth-century vernacular house, with the
irregular form and gabled projecting bays associated with the Queen Anne style. In form and scale it is akin

to other houses of the period in the District, and it stands in a prominent location near the intersection of Ridge
Street, Fifth Street, Cherry Avenue, and Elliot Avenue.
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 03/20/1994

VDHR Reconnaissance Survey Form

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0025-034

Property Name:
Historic Gleason-Rhodes House

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: House

Tax Code: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville East

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 610 Ridge Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality:

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?

1 Building Contributing

WUZIT COUNT -

# Wuzit Contributing?

1 House Contributing

ZIP: 22901
TOTAL: 1
Contrib: 1
Non-Contrib: 0
TOTAL: 1
Contrib: 1

Non-Contrib: 0




RESOURCE - GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1894 ca
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Good
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: Vernacular

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 2 # of Bays Deep: 3

Arch anfig: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  Interior Brick Corbelled cap
Foundation raised rear Stucco

Porch Front Wood Vern. Col. Rev.

Roof Gable Metal Standing seam
Windows sash Wood 2/2 Double-hung

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
This two-story, two-bay, stucco vernacular house has a gable
roof covered with standing seam metal, with projecting
gabled bays at the northeast end of the front facade, and at
the rear or southeast end of the northeast wall. The house
appears to have a side passage configuration, with a
transomed entrance in the front facade’s southwest bay.
There is a one-story, gabled rear ell, with a shed-roofed
section on its northeast side that was originally a porch.
The windows are two-over-two double-hung sash, except for a
six-light metal-frame casement window in the rear ell’s
shed-roofed section, and eight adjoining one-over-one
double-hung wood sash windows in the southeast corner of the
second floor, lighting what appears to be a sleeping porch.
The house has a boxed cornice with enclosed gutters,
creating a level lip at the roof’s edges. There are frieze
boards below the cornice, and small, round decorative vents
in the gables. A one-story, three-bay, hip-roofed porch
fronts the house, which has slightly tapered square wood
posts with caps, and a railing with square wood spindles.
There is a large interior chimney of brick with a corbelled




cap. The house stands on a small, sloped lot and has a
raised rear foundation that is stuccoed.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
Back porch enclosed, 1955; the house has also been divided
into two apartments. Tax records indicate that the house
was apparently originally weatherboard-clad, and was
stuccoed around mid-century.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:

Potentially Contributes to Historic District:
Ridge Street Historic District
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:
This house was built by John J. Gleason, who lived in the
Fitch-Gleason House at 528 Ridge Street. It stands at the
southern edge of that 9 2/3-acre tract, which he had
purchased in 1880 (ACDB 83-100). Tax records indicate that
this house was probably built c. 1894. Just before his death
in 1907, Gleason sold this house to his daughter Mattie
Gleason Matthews (City DB 18-227). The following year, she
and her husband J. C. Matthews bought the Bibb-Wolfe House
at 505 Ridge Street and sold this house to Charles T.
Rhodes, et al, who owned it until 1943 (DB 20-9, 22-335,
46-341, 49-110, 113-231). The house was divided into two
apartments many years ago and has been used as rental
property over much of the last century. The back porch was
enclosed in 1955. Tax records suggest that the walls were
originally weatherboarded and were covered with stucco
sometime about mid-century.Additional Records: City DB
199-285; WB 9-232, 10-179; DB 260-308.The Gleason-Rhodes
House represents an example of a late-nineteenth-century
vernacular house, with the irregular form and gabled
projecting bays associated with the Queen Anne Style. 1In
form and scale it is akin to other houses of the period in
the District, and it stands in a prominent location near the
intersection of Ridge Street, Fifth Street, Cherry Avenue,
and Elliot Avenue.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

City Records
Charlottesville City Deed Books and Will Books

County Records
Albemarle County Deed Books

Map
Sanborn Map Company




City Directory
Charlottesville City Directory

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media VDHR Neqg # Frames Date

B&W 35mm photos 13467 12 - 13 11/26/1993

CRM MANAGEMENT EVENTS

Reconnaissance Survey Smead, Susan and Bibb, Eugenia 11/26/1993
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