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STREET ADDRESS: 721 Ridge Street HISTORIC NAME . Updike House

MAP & PARCEL . 25-46 DATE / PERIOD : 1895

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: STYLE : Vernacular
§ PRESENT ZONING: R-3 HEIGHT (to cornice)OR STORIES: 2 storeys
| ORIGINAL OWNER: R. L. Updike DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 55' x 281' (15,455 sq. ft.)
§ ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION . Good

PRESENT USE . Rental Property (Residence) SURVEYOR . Bibb

PRESENT OWNER: Otis L. Lee DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1984

ADDRESS . 1876 Woodberry Road SOURCES. City/County Records

Charlottesville, Virginia Waddell Updike
Charlottesville City Directories
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

§ This 2-storey, 3-bay, single-pile brick house follows the design form of other houses built by the Updike family

i on 7% Street, differing from the common Virginia |-house in that its two chimneys are set on either side of the

§ central hall. The house is set on a steep lot, and the basement is almost wholly above ground, with the front yard

i filled in behind a retaining wall. The brick foundation has been faced with concrete. Walls are constructed of

brick laid in 6 & 7-course American bond. The low-pitched hip roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has

8 projecting eaves, Philadelphia gutters, boxed cornice, and plain frieze. Windows at all three levels are double-sash,

2-over-2 light, with wooden sills and moulded surrounds. Those at the second storey level are stightly shorter.

§ A one-storey entrance porch covers the central bay of the facade. [t has a nearly flat hip roof covered with
standing-seam metal, boxed cornice, spindle frieze, square posts with brackets, and simple balustrade. The 4-paneled

§ central entrance door has a one-light rectangular transom. A small 2-storey addition, matching the main block in

most details, covers the central bay of the rear elevation. There are small shed-roofed additions on the south side
of the wing.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

§ Robert L. Updike purchased this lot in 1890 and sold it to his brothers Eston and E. Byrd Updike in 1902 (ACDB 93-113,
§ 123-420). A1l were involved in the operation of the Updike Brick Yard, founded by R. L. Updike in 1889. This was
probably the first of nearly a dozen brick houses built and occupied by family members on 7%, Elm, & Ridge Streets.
Family tradition says that Eston Updike moved into this house on October 16, 1895, the day before the Rotunda burned.
They sold this house in 1919 to J. A. May who lost it during the Depression (City DB 33-336 & 337, 77-311). Later
they all built & moved to other houses: Byrd to 414 7% Street, SW, Robert to 620 Prospect Avenue, and Eston next
door to 751 Ridge Street. Mrs. M. E. Head bought the house in 1932 (DB 77-407) and sold it in 1946 to Lala Sadie
Davis, Alice n. Davis, and Clifton A. Davis (DB 123-152). They were probably the last owners ot occupy the house.

§ They sold it to Dr. m. T. Garrett in 1961 (DB 226-256). There have been several owners since Mrs. Garrett sold It

} in 1980 (Db 414-715, 419-7, 430-224, 436-389).
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UPDIKE HOUSE

STREET ADDRESS: 721 Ridge Street

MAP & PARCEL: 25-46

VDHR FILE NUMBER: 104-25-49

CITY FILE NUMBER: 510

PRESENT ZONING: R-3

ORIGINAL OWNER: R. L. Updike

ORIGINAL USE: Residence

PRESENT USE: Residence (Rental Property)

PRESENT OWNER: Otis L. Lee

ADDRESS: 1876 Woodberry Road
Charlottesville, VA

HISTORIC NAME: Updike House

DATE/PERIOD: 1895

STYLE: I-House

HEIGHT IN STORIES: 2

DIMENSIONS AND [LLAND AREA: 55 x 281102’ (15,455 sq. ft.)

CONDITION: Good

SURVEYOR: Bibb

DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1984, Revised 1993

SOURCES: City/County Records

Waddell Updike
Charlottesville City Directories
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UPDIKE HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This 2-storey, 3-bay, single-pile brick house follows the design form of other houses built by the Updike family
on 7 1/2 Street, differing from the common Virginia I-house in that its two chimneys are set on either side of
the central hall. The house is set on a steep lot, and the basement is almost wholly above ground, with the front
yard filled in behind a retaining wall. The brick foundation has been faced with concrete. Walls are constructed
of brick laid in 6- and 7-course American bond. The low-pitched hip roof is covered with standing-seam metal
and has projecting eaves, Philadelphia gutters, boxed cornice, and plain frieze. Windows at all three levels are
double-sash, 2-over-2 light, with wooden sills and moulded surrounds. Those at the second-storey level are
slightly shorter. A one-storey entrance porch covers the central bay of the facade. It has a nearly flat hip roof
covered with standing-seam metal, boxed cornice, spindle frieze, square posts with brackets, and simple
balustrade. The 4-pancled central entrance door has a one-light rectangular transom. A small 2-storey addition,
matching the main block in most details, covers the central bay of the rear elevation. There are small shed-
roofed additions on the south side of the wing.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Robert L. Updike purchased this lot in 1890 and sold it to his brothers Eston and E. Byrd Updike in 1902
(ACDB 93-113, 123-420). All were involved in the operation of the Updike Brick Yard, founded by R. L.
Updike in 1889. This was propably the first of nearly a dozen brick houses built and occupied by family
members on 7 1/2, Elm, and Ridge Streets. Family tradition says that the Eston Updike family moved into this
house on October 16, 1895, the day before the Rotunda burned. The Updikes sold this house in 1919 to J. A.
May who lost it during the Depression (City DB 33-336 & 337, 77-311). Later all the Updikes either built or
moved to other houses: Byrd to 414 7 1/2 Street SW, Robert to 620 Prospect Avenue, and Eston next door
to 751 Ridge Street. Mrs. M. E. Head bought the house in 1932 (DB 77-407) and sold it in 1946 to Lala Sadie
Davis, Alice N. Davis, and Clifton A. Davis (DB 123-152). They were probably the last owners to occupy the
house. They sold it to Dr. M. T. Garrett in 1961 (DB 226-256). There have been several owners since Mrs,
Garrett sold it in 1980 (DB 414-715, 419-7, 430-224, 436-389).

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Updike House is typical of many in Charlottesville: a vernacular I-house with a simply detailed entrance

porch. This house marks the southwestern boundary of the Ridge Street Historic District and helps to establish
the character of the area.
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 03/24/1994

VDHR Reconnaissance Survey Form

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0025-049

Property Name:
Historic Updike House

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: House

Tax Ccde: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville East

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 721 Ridge Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality: ZIP: 22901

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
il Building Contributing
Contrib: 1
Non-Contrib: 0
WUZIT COUNT -
# Wuzit Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 House Contributing
Contrib:

o=

Non-Contrib:



RESOURCE -~ GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1895
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Good
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: I-House

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 3 # of Bays Deep: 0

Arch Config: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys Interior Brick
Foundation raised rear Brick concrete-clad

Porch Front Wood Victorian Revival
Roof Hipped Metal Standing seam
Windows double-hung sash Wood 2/2

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
This 2-storey, 3-bay, single-pile brick house follows the
design form of other houses built by the Updike family on 7
1/2 street, differing from the common Virginia I-house in
that its two chimneys are set on either side of the central
hall. The house is set on a steep lot, and the basement is
almost wholly above ground, with the front yard filled in
behind a retaining wall. The brick foundation has been
faced with concrete. Walls are constructed of brick laid in
6 and 7-course American bond. The low-pitched hip roof is
covered with standing-seam metal and has projecting eaves,
Philadelphia gutters, boxed cornice, and plain frieze.
Windows at all three levels are double-sash, 2-over-2 light,
with wooden sills and moulded surrounds. Those at the
second storey level are slightly shorter. A one-storey
entrance porch covers the central bay of the facade. It has
a nearly flat hip roof covered with standing seam metal,
boxed cornice, spindle frieze, square posts with brackets,
and simple balustrade. The 4-paneled central entrance door
has a one-light rectangular transom. A small 2-storey
addition, matching the main block in most details, covers



the central bay of the rear elevation. There are small
shed-roofed additions on the south side of the wing.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
See Architectural Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:

Potentially Contributes to Historic District:
Ridge Street Historic District )
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Robert L. Updike purchased this lot in 1890 and sold it to his brothers Eston
and E. Byrd Updike in 1902 (ACDB 93-113, 123-420). All were involved in the
operation of the Updike Brick Yard, founded by R. L. Updike

in 1889. This was probably the first of nearly a dozen

brick houses built and occupied by family members on 7 1/2,

Elm, and Ridge Streets. Family tradition says that Eston

Updike moved into this house on October 16, 1895, the day

before the Rotunda burned. The Updikes sold this house in

1919 to J. A. May who lost it during the Depression (City DB

33-336 & 337, 77-311). Later the Updikes all built and moved

to other houses: Byrd to 414 7 1/2 Street, Robert to 620

Prospect Avenue, and Eston next door to 751 Ridge Street.

Mrs. M. E. Head bought the house in 1932 (DB 77-407) and

sold it in 1946 to Lala Sadie Davis, Alice N. Davis, and

Clifton A. Davis (DB 123-152). They were probably the last

owners to occupy the house. They sold it to Dr. M. T.

Garrett in 1961 (DB 226-256). There have been several

owners since Mrs. Garrett sold it in 1980 (DB 414-715,

419-7, 430-224, 436-389).

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Updike House is typical of many in Charlottesville: A vernacular
I-house with a simply detailed entrance porch. This house

marks the southwestern boundary of the Ridge Street Historic

District and helps to establish the character of the area.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

City Records
Charlottesville City Deed Book

County Records
Albemarle County Deed Books

Interview
Waddell Updike



City Directory
Charlottesville City Directory

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media VDHR Neg # Frames Date

B&W 35mm photos 13472 1 - 3 1/ /1994

CRM MANAGEMENT EVENTS

MISSING DATA ELEMENT

CRM Event Agency/Organization Date

Survey Community Development-Bibb/Huppert / /1984
IPS data entry - PAVA (Smead)
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08/07/97 CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE - ASSESSORS OFFICE PAGE

PARCEL I.D. 25 - 46. PROPERTY ADDRESS 721 RIDGE STREET
NEIGHBORHOOD NUMBER 9 LEGAL DESCRIPTION LOT

**%* OWNER INFORMATION *** *%% DEED INFORMATION ***
NAME LEE OTIS L BOOK 436
ADDRESS 1876 WOODBERRY ROAD PAGE 389

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22901 TAXABLE

kkdhkddhkhkhkdhkhhkhhdhn MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION *hddkhhhhrhhhhhhhrd it
PROP CLASS ONE FAMILY LIVING AREA 1386 LOT AREA SQ.FT.
ZONING R3 PERIMETER 119 LOT AVERAGE WIDTH
OVLP. ZONE DWELLING UNITS 1 LOT AVERAGE DEPTH
LAND USE 1101 CENSUS TRACT 401128 PROPERTY - ACRES
EQ. BD. YR EQ. BD. ACT. PICTURE

LER AR L L E L X A RS EE X PRIMARY STHUCTURE ekl rhhhkhkhfhhdhhhkerird
YEAR BUILT 1925 EFF YEAR 1941 CONSTRUCTION BRICK VENEER
GRADE AVERAGE PCT. ADJ. 20  STORIES 2.0
TYPE STANDARD UNIT BASEMENT YES ATTIC NO
CONDITION  FAIR AREA SQ. FT. 607

PLEASE ENTER IN YOUR INFORMATION THEN PRESS enter OR PRESS f7 TO EXIT.
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