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City of Charlottesville - Rugby Rd.-University Corner H.D.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY FORM

DHR Idenfication Number: 104-0067

Other DHR Number: 104-70 Property Date(s) 1900 ca

PROPERTY NAMES EXPLANATION
Madison Bowl Historic/Current
Mad Bowl ' Current

County/Independent City: Charlottesville

State: Virginia

Magisterial District: Tax Parcel: 9-144
USGS Quad Map Name: CHARLOTTESVILLE WEST

UTMs of Boundary:
Center UTM:

Restrict location and UTM data? N

ADDRESSES
Number Thoroughfare Name Explanation
- Rugby Road Current
Vicinity: Town/Village/Hamiet: Charlottesville

Name of National Register Historic District:
Rugby Road-University Corner Historic District
Name of DHR Eligible Historic District:

Name of Local Historic District:

Physical Character of General Surroundings: City

Site Description/Notable Landscape Features:
Comprised of about two acres, Madison Bowl is a level field below the
elevation of the surrounding streets and properties, with sloped sides and
edges partially planted with shrubs. It lies between Rugby Road and Madison
Lane, behind Madison Hall (VDHR resouce no. 104-103).

Ownership: Private NR Resource Type: Structure
WUZITS
Seq. # # of Wuzit Types Historic?

1.0 1 Other Historic



TOTAL: 1
Historic: 1
Non-Historic: 0

PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

Component # Comp Type/Form Material Material Treatment

INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 WUZIT: Other

Primary Resource? Yes

Estimated Date of Construction: 1900 ca

Source of Date: Site Visit/Written

Architectural Style: Other

Description:
Madison Bowl is an athletic playing field about two acres in size, at lower
elevation than the adjoining streets to the northwest and southeast "(Rugby
Road and Madison Lane, respectively), and properties to the northeast. It
has sloped sides leading up to the streets to each side and buildings at the
northeast end, and is partially edged with shrubs. It may have been created
at about the time Fayerweather Hall was finished, in 1894, as the University
of Virginia’s gymnasium; or it may have been built when Madison Hall was
constructed between 1902 and 1907 at the southwest end of Madison Bowl as a
Y.M.C.A. (Sanborn 1907, 1913, 1920, 1929, 1941, 1969; O0'Dell, 1983).

Condition: Good
Threats to Resource: None Known

Additions/Alterations Description:
Madison Bowl contained tennis courts by 1929, and these were removed by 1969.

Number of Stories: 0.0
Interior Plan Type:
Accessed?

Interior Description:

Relationship of Secondary Resources to Property:
None.

DHR Historic Context: Recreation/Arts

Significance Statement:
Madison Bowl may have been built in conjunction with the completion of
Fayerweather Hall, the University of Virginia’s gymnasium, in 1894; or it
may have been created when Madison Hall was built as a Y.M.C.A. in 1904-5.
It was in use as an athletic field by 1920; by 1929, tennis courts had been
constructed in the bowl, and they were present through 1941 but were
apparently removed by 1969. Madison Bowl is still in use for informal
athletic activities, intramural sports, and occasionally other
university-related activities; it was also part of the setting for Easters,
until this springtime celebration was banned. Besides serving as an
important focus for activities since the early part of the century, Madison
Bowl is a distinctive landscape feature, unique in the district, and provides
open green space as a setting for the fraternity and sorority houses and



academic buildings ranged around it (Sanborn 1907, 1913, 1920, 1929, 1941,
1969; O’'Dell 1983).

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION
Medium Medium ID # Frames Date
B&W 35mm Photos 14646 26 - 27 3/10/1996
BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA

Sequence #: 1.1 Bibliographic Record Type: Survey, Other
Author: 0’Dell, Jeffrey M.

Citation Abbreviation:
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission (VHLC) Survey
Notes:

Sept. 1983. VDHR Archives.

Sequence #: 1.2 Bibliographic Record Type: Map

Author: Sanborn Map Company

Citation Abbreviation:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Charlottesville, VA

Notes:
Published by Sanborn Map Company, 1907, 1913, 1920, 1929, 1941, 1969.
University of Virginia Library Government Documents.

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT EVENTS
Date: 3/10/1996
Cultural Resource Management Event: Reconnaissance Survey
Organization or Person: Smead, Susan E.
ID # Associated with Event:
CRM Event Notes or Comments:
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Individual Category Codes:
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HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM

VIRGINI L7

/ HISTORIC LANDMARKSY COMMISSION |7 toicsas

Negative no(s). 7297

Streetaddress 110-58 Rugby Road

Town/City

Historicname Madison Bowl

Charlottesville

Common name "Mad Bowl"

a wood frame (siding: [ weatherboard, T} shingle, ! aluminum, T3 bricktex, [J . )
O brick (bond: O Flemish, (O stretcher, __-course American, [ R )
O stone (3 random rubble, ' random ashlar, [ coursedashlar, 7 _. __ SR )
Material [ log(siding: O weatherboard [J shingle, L[l aluminum, 7 bricktex, 7 - )
O stucco 7 castiron
O concrete block i terracotta
O enameled steel glass and metal
O other: I
Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
a1 O 2% {!] shed - _ mansard I slate O tile
O 1% 03 L gable L] gambrei L) wood shingie 0 pressed tin
O 2 o _ O pediment {1 parapet J composition O not visible
[J hipped 1 flat O standing seam metal
L) other: _- . o 00 other ___ —
Dormers Number of bays — Main facade
0o O 3 [J shed ~! hipped o T4 0y
O 1 0O 4 0 gable [ o2 Y [} 8
O e O __ O pedimented 3 e (7
Porch Stories Bays General description
O yes 7 no 01 13 L2 1 (center) 2 4
02 o _ 71 (side) 13 SR
Building type
[] detached house L} garage "7 government [} industrial
U] detached town house [J farmhouse commercial (office) [ school
L) row house (.} apartment building 7 commercial (store) {7 ghurch
(11 double house 1 3

gas station " railroad f?;/p] aying field

Style/period . NA

Date Ca. 1893- lgmchitect/builder

Location and description of entrance

NA

Miscellaneous descriptive information (plan, exterior and interior decoration,
cornice/eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

This athletic playing field was landscaped
sometime before 1920--probably shortly after
Fayerweatker Hall gymnasium was completed in 1894,
' The field covers about 2 acres and is terraced

on all sides, being about 15 feet below street level
on the Rugby Road side.

Historical information

Madison Bowl held tennis courts until the 1930s,
when they were removed. Since then, it has served
asaan intramural playing field for Uva students,

Source 0'Ned1 .

Surveyedby Jeff 0'Dell, VHLC Date g_g3




VIRGINIA File no. \np4 - 1o

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION  [Nemtienot)

SURVEY FORM

Historic name Common name Mo ditey. Bomad \
County/Fewn/City Bilwevastie 0 lnas emianile

S T b
Street address or route number (g«

USGS Quad Tinsd \ovkenndle i\ "Date or period

Original owner ) Architect/builder/craftsmen
Original use
Present owner \3 ‘4 U, Source of name
Present owner addreXs Source of date

Stories
Present use aXnle e, P‘b«\e.\& Foundation and wall const’n
Acreage

Roof type

State condition of structure and environs Qoo—.\

State potential threats to structure
Note any archaeological interest

Should be investigated for possible register potential? yes__ noX__

Architectural description (Note significant features of plan, structural system and interior and exterior decoration,
taking care to point out aspects not visible or clear from photographs. Explain nature and period of all alterations
and additions. List any outbuildings and their approximate ages, cemeteries, etc.)

laca e allede Qield Leprenseld Sovn  TeodY  ow eask awnd  wseal,
easN anmd werk Slexr \andseaped uadln \(\a&c\ez.. ooV end
enelosed by vear off Moliwon Woll, nocla end ‘o\\ Q‘ccécex\:\;\r\
hoore and Rax \&mos \e\,

Interior inspected? wo

Historical significance (Chain of title; individuals, families. events, etc., associated with the property.)
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Sources and bibliography

Published sources (Books, articles, etc., with bibliographic data.)
wen. O eal . el \\\Sbﬂg Q \M\\uetsxg\
%S r*) U\(%\\l\.\&‘ Wk N NS B.

Primary sources (Manuscript documentary or graphic materials; give location.)

=

% Wrtaunte, Qnosletdenulle: Twe \Dvxme_v's.\eb

T e Celleckhon Dlde o kot SN w-%\m.

G20 Sawnoan W
Names and a}dresses of persons interviewed

Plan (Indicate locations of rooms, doorways, windows, alterations, etc.)

i

T ‘ T RREEE
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Site plan (Locate and identify outbuildings, dependencies and significant topographical featur

mEN EENN

T T T

Name, address and title of recorder

Date
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FileNo_ 104-130

Megatvenols] 7297

Ireetaddress 110-58 Rugby Road

¢ d
wn/Clty Charlottesville
. Wstoric name  Madison Bowl Common name '"Mad Bowl'
j_' O wood frame (siding: O weatherboard, O shingle, 1 aluminum, 3 bricktex, O0___ _ . )
; U brick (bond: [ Flemish, O stretcher, T ___ -course American, [ B S
;" O stone(O random rubble, O random ashlar, I coursed ashlar, (G_ _ - ™ )
O log(siding: 0O weatherboard, (3 shingle, [J aluminum, [ bricktex, _ E—
O stucco I castiron
O concrete block " terracotta
Ea O enameled steel " glass and metal
? O other:
%
§ Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
01 O 2% O shed {1 mansard 2 slate 0 tile
O 1% O3 O] gable 3 gambret O wood shingle O pressed tin
0O 2 o __ O pediment (J parapet O composition O not visible
O hipped O flat O standing seam metal
O other; [} other . _
Dormers Number of bays — Main facade
0 a3 O shed O hipped 1 4 07
a1 g 4 O gable O __ 72 I [} 8
J 2 O ___ O pedimented 13 16 0
Porch Stories Bays General description
2 yes 0O no a1 0 3 (3 1 (center) - i 4
02 0 (J 1 (side) 33 o
Building type
[J detached house 0J garage 1 government [ industrial
0O detached town house 0 farmhouse 1 commercial (office) [l school
CJ row house O apartment building [} commercial (store) [J church
0O double house [0 gas station T3 railroad %3 playing—field
$tyle/period NA Date Ca. 1893_192«56c:hitect/builder
cation and description of entrance NA

Miscellaneous descriptive information (plan, exterior and interior decoration,
cornice/eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

This athletic playing field was landscaped
sometime before 1920~-probably shortly after
Fayerweatker Hall gymnasium was completed in 1894.

The field covers about 2 acres and is terraced

on all sides, being about 15 feet below Street level
on the Rugby Road side.

et

A

Historical information

Madison Bowl held tennis courts until the 1930s,
when they were removed. Since then, it has served
asaan intramural playing field for UVa students,

Source

O0'Nedl, Picturia l_History of UvVa,

| Surveyedby Jeff 0'Dell, VHLC Date g.g3
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