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'LANDMARK 85  SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION 1 "BASE DATA.

§ street Address: 214 stribling Avenue ff Historic Name: White Cross - Huntley Hall
{ Map and Parcel: 18A-33 | Date/Period: 1891

i Census Track & Block: 5-221 i Style: Victorian Vernacular

d Present Owner: B}roDRealtyBCorporation d Height to Cornica:
4 ) c/o Dorsey Bias : . . .
Address: Reservoir Road, Charlottesviile Height in Stories: 2

é Present Use: Apartments Prasent Zoning: R-2
4 Original Owner: S. Price Maury i Land Area (sq.ft.): 2.02 acres (272.835' x 369')

d Original Use: REElldeheE Assessed Value (land + imp.): 16,200 + 36,200 = 52,400

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTICN

This is a Shingle Style house, despite the lack of shingled walls except in porch posts and railings, several of
which have now been snclosed with shingled walls. Its horizontal lines, stone walls, irregular massing, broad k
expanses of roof, circular tower, and small-paned windows are all typical of the Shingle Style popular in the 1880's §
and 1890's. The two-story house is built of random fieldstone with a combination of moderately pitched gable and 3
hip rooves, probably originally of wooden shingles, with projecting eaves and verges and exposed rafters.
project from three sides of the central block, and its facade is coverad by a low porte cochers with a small
balcony above it and a touch of stickwork in the broad front gabla.
with multi-pane glazing and ironstrap hinges. The three-story circular stone tower is set into the corner beside
the entrance. {ts third level, reached by a very steep winding stairway, is a gazebo with shingled railing, stick
style posts and braces, and pyramidal roof. The windows represent a variety of styles, shapes, and sizes. - Many
are small-paned, either the 2ntire window or just the upper half or the outside edge. Although it has been divided
into apartments, the original plan is still discernable, and much original fabric remains. There are five fire-
places, some very ornate with columns or pilasters and decorated frieze, each one different. The large sunken

living room has lonic columns above the steps at each end, and French doors originally led onto a shingled porc
with a bowed end.

Wings

The entrance door is broad and fortress-like

"HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1890 Stephen Price Maury was given a tract of 104 acres by his father, Jesse lewis Maury of Piedmont. He
built this house the same year and named it 'White Cross''. There is a cross of white stones in the side of tlhe
tower. 1n 1898 the Maury family moved to nearby Carrsgrove and sold White Cross with 23% acres to John Lovell.
The Lovell family changed the name to "Huntiey Hall' and owned it for 47 vears, except for 1932 - 24 when it was
owned by Robert S. Osburn. Osburn established the Charlottesville School for Boys which occupied the building
for over a decade. The two-story rear wing appears to have been ! stories originally; if so, it may have been
enlarged at that time. The house stood vacant for a while after the school closed, and then was sold in 1946

to Mrs. Marion Wise Richardson who converted it into six apartments. The present owners purchased the house and
two acres in 1966.

Deed References: ACDB 94-157, 110-230, 217-430, 226-6; City DB 120-290, i25-77, 274-407.

GRAPHICS

CONDITIONS | :  SOURCES

Average ; City/County Records Mrs. George Maverick
) Martin J. Romanac Gordon Granger, IV
Mrs. Fred Tice. Wilson Cropp
Mrs. John Clark
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WHITECROSS HUNTLEY HALL

STREET ADDRESS:
MAP & PARCEL:
VDHR FILE NUMBER:
CITY FILE NUMBER:
PRESENT ZONING:
ORIGINAL OWNER:
ORIGINAL USE:
PRESENT USE:
PRESENT OWNER:
ADDRESS:

HISTORIC NAME:
DATE/PERIOD:

STYLE:

HEIGHT IN STORIES:
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA:
CONDITION:

SURVEYOR:

DATE OF SURVEY:

SOURCES:

214 Stribling Avenue
18A-33

104-236

200

R-2

S. Price Maury

Residence

Rental Property (6 apartments)
Biro Realty Corporation

203 Old Lynchburg Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22903

White Cross - Huntley Hall

1891, 1900

Victorian Vernacular

2 storeys

272.85" x 369 (2.02 acres)

Good

Bibb

Fall 1977

City/County Records

Ormond Deane

Martin J. Romanac of Biro Realty
Mrs. John Clark

Mrs. Fred Tice (Judith Maury Tice)
Gordon Granger, IV

Mrs. George Maverick

S. P. Maury, The Tale of a Black Sheep
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WHITECROSS HUNTLEY HALL
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This is a Shingle-style house, despite the lack of shingled walls except in porch posts and railings, several of which
have now been enclosed with shingled walls. Its horizontal lines, stone walls, Queen Anne massing, broad expanses
of roof, circular tower, and small-paned windows are all typical of the Shingle style popular in the 1880’s and 1890’s.
The two-storey house is built of random fieldstone with a combination of moderately pitched gabled and hipped
roofs, probably originally covered with wooden shingles, with projecting eaves and verges and exposed rafter ends.
Wings project from the three sides of the central block, and its facade is covered by a low porte cochere with a small
balcony above it and a touch of stickwork in the broad front gable. The entrance door is broad and fortress-like
with multi-pane glazing and iron strap hinges. A three-storey circular stone tower is set into the corner beside the
entrance. Its third level, reached by a very steep winding stairway, is a gazebo with shingled railing, Stick-style posts
and braces, and pyramidal roof. The windows represent a variety of styles, shapes and sizes. Many are small-paned,
either the entire window or just the upper sash or the outside edge. Although it has been divided into apartments,
the original plan is still discernible, and much original fabric remains. There are five fireplaces, some very ornate
with columns or pilasters and decorated frieze, each one different. The large sunken living room in the later west
wing has Ionic columns above the steps at each end, and French doors lead onto a shingled porch with a bowed end
(now enclosed). The kitchen appears to have been 1 1/2 storeys tall originally, and it was separated from the rest
of the house by an open porch.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1890, Stephen Price Maury was deeded a tract of 104 acres by his father, Jesse Lewis Maury of Piedmont
(ACDB 94-157). He built this house the same year and named it "White Cross". There is a cross of white stones
in the side of the tower. Maury built another house nearby and in 1898 sold White Cross with 23 1/2 acres to John
Lovell (ACDB 110-230). The two-storey west wing was extended, under Maury’s direction, in 1900, according to
tax records. The Lovell family changed the name to "Huntley Hall" and owned it for 47 years, except for 1932-1934
when it was owned by Robert S. Osburn (ACDB 217-430, 226-6). Osburn founded the Charlottesville School for
Boys which occupied the house for over a decade. It stood vacant for a while after the school closed, and then was
sold in 1946 to Mrs. Marion Wise Richardson who converted it into six apartments (City DB 125-77). It was
probably at this time that the kitchen was enlarged to a full two storeys and connected to the main house. Biro
Realty purchased the house and two acres in 1966 (DB 274-407).

Additional References: ACDB 250-218; City DB 120-290, 181-432, 183-325.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built around the turn of the century, this unique house is an important and irreplaceable part of the architectural
and historical fabric of Charlottesville. White Cross-Huntley Hall is listed individually on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of the Charlottesville Multiple Resource Area.

This interesting house has led three lives: first as the home for a member of a prominent Maury family, second as
the outstanding Charlottesville School for Boys in the 1930’s, and third as an apartment house. Four lives, if one
believes the story that it was once used as a brothel. Through it all, the exterior has remained essentially unaltered
except for the enlargement of the rear kitchen wing, and the interior has managed to retain much of its original
fabric. It has even kept its spacious yard, which is probably the source of its greatest threat at the present time.
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Je Fad eberved to Virsinila to lsad a neacaful, naeteral 1ife, «nlo;imy our
clever children, and we exnected to build a nice home on o« [arm of 104 acres
in Virginia, ad joining wviah 13 now Prys Sorinss.

We went dlrectl& to Pledmont and arrived there on the 23 rl day of Decenber,
the birthdsy of both Eleanor and Judlith. The roces Were 1n bloom ny the 1ittle”
sunny norch and 1t was almost ag warm as 1t had beon in Texas. Put the next day
there vas a severe snow storm,

As my peonle were not rich and I a‘an't hove s house of vy own, I didn't

N

want to %e a burden to them, fo I paid 50 = month homrd. At that time the cost

of T1ivins was about one thitrd of what it 1is today.

- “men we zot title to the land tiven by my Tather we started to 71113 Thite

Cross, now tne Unlversity Inn, snd 1iks et youns peonls we bullt 11ore house

J—

than we could aiford. “Mhen Hur home was helne comnleted, T conld mot be idle
i ] = 2

or %eep from undertaling some venture; and ,dremainz of the pozsidllities of a
in M&vek I‘BQO’?
gubdivieion with a city park and a hotelhg bou -ht twenty acreg including Frye

Sprinze, Then I boucht 56 acres near the University Irom my father =t 100 a
acre; mothergave her interest (1/3),with ny wife and brother. Ralben, as endor-

gers on a note for $3200,00. In later years to pay thic nete we had to =zell
£ 2 L e

White Cposs, the home we loved so dearly and the place y:ere 1y only £on Vvias
Anite O
born. [ﬂ.erS /\Uﬂusrlne MdVY'Y) bosn 7 MAV'Ch- |B‘I.’Lj

we bousht about 66 acres, at "33%. un acre,wiih stock. 1n the Jefferson

Park Hotel and Land Improverent Co., which T hag formed nnd was president and

zeneral nanaser of, .
We bullt the Fryes Springe Hotal of about a pundred roong, wWhich we fumnicshec

o s we

atgeveloped thie Trounds aroundvghe hotel and park,g&%hbuilt about teo miles of 1
gtreet-car line. But many of trne stockholders were unable to pay for 1 ir
stock,and it cane to #n and leaving the comnany badly émbarraseed. Ac ..t

the money which had been spent Wiw rine, I wag »ut uh>nL *10,000.00, 28 I held
K rr el ofeeet .QA”W»YS a“d ﬂ‘e D?vefc’pme-«f ch‘\&V’oMSv:l[q Ly Qa-\dplph Kean

Liirwe
8§ —
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i 03:}50,0_00 of the $120,000 worth of stock, The property went into the hands
of Recelvers and was sold fdf $12,000, or about one fourth of 1ts cost, But I
A1lin't have any Triende that would help me to huy in the property, and today
't is worth nearly a half million dollars,

After the cowpany was closed,the same 0ld question appeared; what next?

I was then about 42 years old with a wife and 81x chlldren on a Virzinia fﬁrm

with too much house and still owine $3200 on the land which T had bourht from

—
my father, iy family must have been very anxious to get the money, as I was

notified by their lawyer to pay up or be sold out. It was then that I so0ld

Jalte Cross for at least a third of 1its value; $4870 was the price I sot, and
when T pald the note of mine and My brother's, there wag only $780 left, With
thle amount and about $700 more; I built ﬂﬁrrowhead and wmoved in, havinsg lived

on at White Cross through the kindness of Jack Lovell and his wife until our.

1eW niome was completed,

-

iy wife, who 1s an artist at tilding up a heme, soon had the new place
pretty ang comfortable,jalthough we couldn't have city water and lishts. Lab-
01 Vug cheap them, but that barely enabled us to live on a farm with even a
mill to help out. But we did live, anl we kent horses to ride ~nd drive and we
also have divehJersey cows. We fitted up a foi}nhand Into a camping outfft and
made nmany exp®iitions to many of the beautiful gpots in the Virginia Mountains,
noetly Goshen Pasms, onétﬁf tﬁe most beautiful places I have ever soen . When
ve canmned tliere we swam in the 8vweet, clear water and the world looked very
lovely to us. I remember we Ieft Robert, our beautiful colllie, sitting on the
box holding the four reine in his mouth. I ¢an eee him novw and how tired he
looted, with the sdliva running from his mouth ~ but holding on,the emblem of
Taltiifulness, |

These memories of so long ago, and with my charming family so far away,
Zlve: me caure to ponder and ask: "Was I, really, worse than the average man
that T should be left alone?™ I must have deserved my great losg, or my dear

family would be with me. For God 1e a Just God and he does not punish us

2. G_\’Q &rin :_Z’/_»_u/ p-y ,\5:; O 3 At :‘ :'f 2 N Q? :} . d “ ‘L
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1y difficult to exlet

‘havoc at the Navy Yard,

p. 90
persuaslion couldn't Induce him to stay with them, as he realized that his

duty was done, -;‘; ;;f; ol

July 25, 1926. After ﬁhie slight diversion in relating Incldents of a

happler day, I will continue the 10ng, long Tale of the Black Sheep.

We lilved quite comfortab at Arrow Head with our horees, cows and garden.

The ‘house had nine roome and“a large back porch the pillars of which wére said
to have been désigned by Thon;e Jefferson, the man Whom Virginlans are now tryinr
to make Into a god. Our $250 stahle was large and comfortable, and 1t eheltered
under one roof, all our horaes, cowe, hoge, sheep, chlckens and ducks, wlth our
room enouzh fHr two vehiclee.» The house and outtmildings had on]j cost about
81600, but there was an unpaid balwnce of 4800, ,

we had retained tke greater part of the farm and we didn't mies the pert
which had been s0ld. Bmt:@e ng%gflly gsunk deeper 1nto debt, until finally,
during the Spanlch -American War,AIqwent to work for the Government, at the Ship
Yarde 1n Morfoll, Vtrginia., I had been offered a commisslon in the Navy as Assat,
Engzineer, but when I reported for duty T wae rejected on account-of age and the

lose of one finger from my right hand., The Hon. Thomas Martin, United States

Senator from Virzinia, introduced a Bill. in Conarese to remove my disabiltties

but by the time the Act wae coneumated the Spanlsh War ended.;fSo I worxed 1n

. the Navy Yard during the” period_of the war; Though 1t had been 17 years slnce

I had seen service in England,?l was rated at the Navy Yard as. a lst Class naval
mechanic. b _ '
Thile I was away at Work, the country was swept by a terrifflc snow storm,

the worst, 1it was said 1n sixty Yyears, and great numbers of cattle were lost 1n

the drifts, Mrs, Lauryiand'the children, who were quite youn found it extreme.

they only had one trifling derker to work for ‘them. .

But thelr hearts were brave nd they weathered the etorm. The storm had worked

and thellce was about etght 1nches thick on the docks .,
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on the job.
_‘_____’_,_,_._.-———'

ve 91 _
I wae one of the few out of five thousand nen that worired outside every

day. Commander Lovell insisied that T teave the yard for awhile, and he suzpes-

+ed that I return to Charlottesville and puilld a large rock addition to White

rogs. This T did, but I dldn't make very much money on the contract; in fact,

=] f(‘)

—

had 40 handle the greater part of the rock myself, to keep from losing money ]

In the meanlime, something diverfted my attentlon, which was never d1ff1i-

cult to 4o, and T didn't return to my work at the Navy Yard. T kept trylng to’
crrry on with a family of six on a farm, but I was not a farrmee nd I couldn't
atand the hard labor. Then lonzg came a nrofessor with larger 1ldeas than capita?,?

‘ni I 20ld him Avrow Head for 2750. Af‘er a Tew months the professor gave the |

a

slsce nn, as he was unable to meet his payments. Then an 0ld rentleman, 3 ho had |

snce been rich, tried hie hand with Arrow Head, but he quiclly followed 1in the

Thre lasi nurchaser asked for poszeseion within a veel after tre gole, |
T Yo Xeep the deal from fallins throuw ™, T azreed, "14th ti'o men tn heln e,
- st:. Led snd "miilt 8 tuo-stery frame “wilding, on whot wag later the site of
~vaviginod — nd on the Bth day we moved in. When moving, it ir never a g-Te
Aley, © have wan ond Wife at tle same polint at the samne tire, ¢o I londed the
furn'iure, ‘kLe older zirls drove tre vz ons,and thelr mother unloaded tihe Lhinze,
Tre roof of the house was not quite counleted when ve oved in, but the next
morning saw the ch'ldren on time at school ,and they éidn't lose a dafe ‘
Mrs. Maury could m-ke even a chanty into a home, and we 1lived couf-rt-
. Mly in Lh1s new ouse ~— 2 rorl of ¢isht Cay wonder— until T uilt the Hut on
“ab E1ll. Then we novad again. The ¥ut 1s a two-story, box trpe houre of Swilse
ztyle. It has Seven rooms and 1% only cost 3604: but it st1lt atands end rents
for %25 a montihs
Our deys at the Hut werellimﬂted +nd it was not long hefore we noved
bagk to Arrowhsad, ag *he buyér.was unatle to ke his payments. In the wean-

time, while livins at the Hut; T had s*urted in to wuild our lezst recidence,



. of our lndebtedness which amounted to about $4200 taklng a’ mortgagc herﬁelf‘f”
‘although I 'had understood 1t wes o be a"bona Tide" gift. Gift or Zot girt;f

'unhappy. If we could only 1earn to forgive and .try foAforget we would te

Lo Crowewood;:fThis was:fhe largest houese that -I had ever mndertaken. It

‘vas built of rock, and 1t had three gtorles, with 19 roons. Yoney was veny

scarce at the time' ang I had to do much of tke rock WOrk myself. Finally, We~
had an Episcopal preacher Mr, "Walsh, who really bousht Arrow Head forp 32750,“;
and pald for it, Witﬁ‘his money I was able to complete Crowswood, and we movéc
_nto “what Was a real Virginia home, built of beautiful rock laid wtth red de

J‘

Vhlch was painted with concrete. The house wag irimmed inside with. handWOrked

Oak, and tke house set in a Bplendid grove of native oak and pine. After thQ?
1y years the houee stil] 8tands and grows: more attractive with age, and lookﬁf

every inch e gentleman's home,

I continued to operate the farm, but with only s8lizht success. Labor

b ""u'r.ﬂ

vas then about one-third of what ct costs now, but there was little or no

profit gained from the farn, I managed for awhile to patch out an existancey %
il

ﬁy contracting for- -building and envineerir" work but in the main 1t was dii—;u

ficult to keep clear or deblt even with the occasional help of my wife' s‘ﬂwther

But in Epite ‘of hard® tlmes and the fact that'wa were creeping deeper

_._$

_r-

into dedbt, we had a hapoy life, as money doern't 31Ways bring happiness. ' ,‘“i

-

Flnally my wife's mother‘agreed from the Kindness of her heart to pay off all

o ‘ol

we were vary happy over.it as I had'always had an unholy hatred for mortgagéa,_

whilch so often wmexn f1nanc1a1 death ' y - ..", a;

.leaving some or the chlldren, the older ones with me. On one occasion ehe.i'A’

= _..-_...» 4:_"(1

gpent about six monthe 1n Texae where ahe had a much more agreeable“life ypan;~

"—i)

3:

‘1?
Ehe would have had on a Virginia farm. But I don't believe that absence makfss‘g
the heart grow fonder, and it certainly didn t 1n her case.= As a whole,'fypﬁih}

,w\. -..--

ve were about as happy as the average family, and we lived that way for about

1--

29 Jears, with the occasional 11ttle misunderstandingsthat make mgn and wif'

-
‘L ».'
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 03/21/1994

VDHR Reconnaissance Survey Form

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0236-000

Property Name:
Historic White Cross-Huntley Hall

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: Apartment Building

Tax Code: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville West

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 214 Stribling Avenue Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality: ZIP: 22903

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 Building Contributing
Contrib: i
Non-Contrib: 0
WUZIT COUNT -
# Wuzit Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 Apartment Building Contributing
Contrib: 1

Non-Contrib: 0



RESOURCE - GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1891
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Good
Threat: None Known
Degree of Historic Integrity:
Association:
Design:
Feeling:
Location:
Materials:
Setting:
Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: Vernacular Victorian (Shingle Style)

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 0 # of Bays Deep: 0

Arch Config: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  Interior  stome T
Dormers gabled

Foundation Masonry

Roof

Windows various Wood

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
This is a Shingle Style House, despite the lack of shingled
walls except in porch posts and railings, several of which
have now been enclosed with shingled walls. Its horizontal
lines, stone walls, Queen Anne massing, broad expanses of
roof, circular tower, and small-paned windows are all
typical of the Shingle Style popular in the 1880s and 1890s.
The two-storey house is built of random fieldstone with a
combination of moderately pitched gable and hipped roofs,
probably originally covered with wooden shingles, with
projecting eaves and verges and exposed rafter ends. Wings
project from the three sides of the central block, and its
facade is covered by a low porte cochere with a small
balcony above it and a touch of stickwork in the broad front
gable. The entrance door is broad and fortress-like with
multi-pane glazing and iron strap hinges. A three-storey
circular stone tower is set into the corner beside the
entrance. Its third level, reached by a very steep winding
stairway, is a gazebo with shingled railing, stick-style
posts and braces, and pyramidal roof. The windows represent
a variety of styles, shapes and sizes. Many are small-paned,



either the entire window or just the upper sash or the
outside edge. Although it has been divided into apartments,
the original plan is still discernible, and much original
fabric remains. There are five fireplaces, some very ornate
with columns or pilasters and decorated frieze, each one
different. The large sunken living room in the later west
wing has Ionic columns above the steps at each end, and
French doors lead onto a shingled porch with a bowed end
(now enclosed). The kitchen appears to have been 1/2
stories tall originally, and it was separated from the rest
of the house by an open porch.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
See Architectural Description and Historical Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:
Potentially Contributes to Historic District:

Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1890, Stephen Price Maury was deeded a tract of 104 acres by his father,
Jesse Lewis Maury of Piedmont (ACDB 94-157). He built this house the same
year and named it "White Cross". There is a cross of white
stones in the side of the tower. Maury built another house
nearby and in 1898 sold White Cross with 23 1/2 acres to

John Lovell (ACDB 110-230). The two-storey west wing was
extended, under Maury's direction, in 1900, according to tax
records. The Lovell family changed the name to “Huntley

Hall" and owned it for 47 years, except for 1932-1934 when

it was owned by Robert S. Osburn (ACDB 217-430, 226-6).

Osburn founded the Charlottesville School for Boys which
occupied the house for over a decade. It stood vacant for a
while after the school closed, and then was sold in 1946 to

Mrs. Marion Wise Richardson who converted it into six
apartments (City DB 125-77). It was probably at this time

that the kitchen was enlarged to a full two storeys and
connected to the main house. Biro Realty purchased the

house and two acres in 1966 (DB 274-407).

Additional References: ACDB 250-218; City DB 120-290, 181-432,
183-325,

SIGNIFICANCE & RELATION TO EVALUATION CRITERIA

Built around the turn of the century, this unique house is an
important and irreplaceable part of the architectural and
historical fabric of Charlottesville. White Cross-Huntley
Hall is listed individually on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of the Charlottesville Multiple
Resource Area.This interesting house has led three lives:
first as the home for a member of a prominent Maury family,
second as the outstanding Charlottesville School for Boys in
the 1930s, and third as an apartment house. Four lives, if
one believes the story that it was once used as a brothel.
Through it all, the exterior has remained essentially
unaltered except for the enlargement of the rear kitchen
wing, and the interior has managed to retain much of its
original fabric. It has even kept its spacious yard, which
is probably the source of its greatest threat at the present time.
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