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(hittp://www.cvillepedia. org/mediawiki/index. p
title=Robert Goins House&action=edit).

I C This article is a stub. You can help cvillepedia

The Robert Goins House is one of Charlottesville's individually protected properties, meaning any exterior
changes or potential demolition would have to be approved by the Board of Architectural Review. The

house is located at 114 Lankford Avenuelll,

2586: Virginia Tonsler vs. Goins

Virginia Tonsler states her grandfather,
Robert Goins, was a free man previous to
the Civil war, and bought land in 1845 and
1860. Robert died in 1885 without a will
and her father, Robert James Goins died in

1897 without a will. Virginia files this bill in
1912 to settle the land of Robert Goins who
died in 1885.



Alb. Chancery case 2586 Tonsler vs.
Goins: Robert Goins d 1885 he was a
free man who bought land in 1845
(from Ezra Wolfe) & 1860 (from
Thomas Bailey. The family cemetery
is shown on a survey.

gc;l;):srt o Patsy Coles
1812-1885 41301

Virginia Tonsler states her grandfather died in
1885 and her father, Robert James Goins in
1897. Virginia states Patsy left a will leaving
land to Polly Coles, her granddaughter, but she
had to land to will. The Court agrees and
divides the land among the 4 children.

y

Robert ;
: Lucy Jane Cornelia
iiarfles gzti:irme Goins Goins
oins d1927)2
d 1897 X (d 1929)2 T ( )
1887 /
(1871)1/ By 1912 (1871)1
f ili William P 5 t
: 3 X Phili illiam Proctor
(Leslies Sarah Sneed Henry Farrar | [ - Jones Johnrs),ton
Kennie)l d1927

A 4

Virginia Goins William F.
(1888-1968)2 Goins
(1892-1982
died at 109
Lankford Ave.}2
Carroll V. Tonsler

(nephew of
Benjamin Tonsler)2

Mabel Staples
(dau of Philip
Staples & Ida)2

A

Frank R. Goins
17 when case
filed in 1912

Granddaughter of Robert

Polly & Patsy Goins

Coles

Chart made up from information
from Alb. Chancery case 2586 Va

J.F. Bell Records show WmF & Mabel’s

children as:

Dr. Wm F. Goins (Flushings N.Y.)
Gwendolyn Bradford

Ida McKenney

Sarah Woodbury

Mabel Goins

Tonsler vs. Goins with additional info
noted with ( ) and #:

noted with 1: Alb. marriage records

noted with 2: J.F. Bell records on line
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To the Hon. GEBrgHEdde,

TJudge of-she Circuit Court of Albemarle,,Virginie.

Your Complainsnt, Virginia Tonsler (nee Goins) respectfully
reprecents unto your honor thet she is the deughter of Robert Jsmes
Goine, wvho was the only son of Robert Goins, deceesed; thet the lste
Robert Goins, her grendfather, djed in the year 1885, seized end pos-
sessed of two certain tracts or parcels of lend situeted in the County
of Albemerle, South Vest of and neasr the City of Charlottesville. The
first of said tracte of land is described se followe: A certesin piece
or percel of land lying in the County of Albemsrle 8onteining 1-4/1C
geres8 gnd 1s further and more fully set out 1n & deed deted the 26th.
day of NWoverber, 1860, to Robert Coins from Thomes R.,Eeiley gnd Anne
Eliza Bsiley, his wife, which deed is dnly recorded,s certified copy
of which is herewith filed merked Exhibit "A", end is esked to be resd
as a part of this bill. )

The second of said tracts or percels of lend js described as
follown: A lot or percel of land conteining 3 scres, end is further
and more fully set cut in & deed dated Mareh 1st.: 1845, from Ezra .
Wolfe and wife to Robert Goins, which deed is of recerd in the Clerk's
Office of the Circuit Court of Albemerle County, & copy of which is
herewith filed marked FExhibit "B", and is asked to be reed ss & part
of this bill. '

That Robert Goins, while so seized anﬁ~moasessad of the
aforesaid tracts or parcels of lsnd died intestate in the yesr 1885,
leaving your Complainant®s father, Robert J. Goins,%who aleo died in-
teastate in the year 1897, leaving surviving him hie widow, Compleinenth
motkHér, Sareh Coins who £til11 survives with two other children of
Robert J. Goins, in addition to Virginis Tonsler, your Complainant,

William F. Golns, sn adult, and Frank R. Goins who is en infant i7 or

Virginia Tonsler’s
Complaint:

Robert James Goins (her
father) died in 1897

Robert Goins (her
grandfather died in 1885)

Robert Goins d 1885
bought land in 1845 from
Ezra Wolfe & 1860 from
Thomas Bailey

Robert James Goins d
1897 left wife Sarah &
children: Va. Tonsler, Wm
F. Goins & Frank R. Goins
17 or 18



18 gears of age, vho are grandchildren of the lete Robert Goins; thet
the late Robert Coins in addition to his son, who hes since his fa-
ther"# death died, 1éft surviving him three deughters who sre =still
living, whose names are as follows: Tuey J. Johnston, Fetharine

Jones and Cornella Proctor, who, together with the late Robert J. Goins'

o#xs are the sole heirs at law of the lete Robert Goéins,

That Petsy Goins, wife of Rcbert Goine, survived her ssia
husbend and died in the yesr 1901; thet before her death, in fsct from
and before the death of her husbend until her dermise fhe resided upon
the aforesaid estates of her husbend, snd some of her chiidren and
grandohildren did, in fect the three deuvghters 4o, #né heve been for
sometime since their fsther's death, residih};n dietent States of the
Union; thet sometime before the desth of their mother fnd Compleinant's
grandmother, she made a will ; amongst other provisioﬁs of ssid will
testetrix undertock to devise &1l her resl end rersonal estaste Po her
four children, and & part to her grenddenghter, Pelly Coles. FPolly
Coles hass been perrdtted to live on ssid property since the death of
Patsy Goins by the three daughters of the lete Robert Goine, vho were
rart owners of said property. Sufficlent it is t; segy ebout this,
that their mother, Patsy Goims hed no property, resl or personal, to
dispose of es the property she sppke of devising in her will tc her
children and granddaughter was the proprerty of her hushend, Rotert
Goins, that he had bought and psid for the seme and hed recelved deeds
thereto in his lifetime, eand of whieh he died intestete, end in which
thelr mother had no interest, control or ovnership therein in any
menner whatsoever sSsve & dower interest therein which the had by reason
of her marriage to their father ena Complainent's grendfsther and the
death of Complainant's grandfather. Seid vill appeers to have been
fully proven and duly probated, asdmitted to record or procbated ss re-

Virginia Tonsler’s 1912
Complaint Continued:

Robert Goins d 1885 left wife
Patsy & children: Robert
James Goins, LucyJ.
Johnston, Katharine Jones
and Cornelia Proctor.

Patsy Goins survived her
husband and left will divising
her land among her 4
children and grandchild Polly
Coles. Patsy owned no land
but Polly Coles has been
permitted to live on the
property since the death of
Patsy Goins in 1901 (but she
should own no interest in
the land)



quired by lew, and recorded in Will Bock No. 30, F. 486. A copy of
said Will is herewith filed marked Exhibit "C" and 15 esked to be read
as & part of this bill. |
Complainsnt sllegee and cherges thet her grandmother never Virginia TonSIer Continued:
had sny propetty, reel or personel, to dispose of by her will end thet
all the property mentioned by her grendmother in her said will belcnged

wholly to her grandfather Robert Goins, end st his deeth, he having __.her grand mother never had
died intestate, all of his property, resl and peresonsl, descended to t | I
his four children who have been heretdfore mentioned, who were his any proper y’ rea Or persona ’
80le heirs &t law, subjact only to the dower of her grendmother there- to dispose Of by her |ast W|I|’ aS
in. .
Compleinent further slleges thet these twec tracts of land When RObert d 1885 dled
lie contiguona to each other, or prectically in one body, thet located WIthOUt a WI“ hIS property
upon Eaid property are two smell houses, the residence of the leate . . .
Robert Goins, that no partition of seid land has been ‘;ade amonget ‘ paSSEd to hIS 4 Chlld ren Wlth

said heirs, and that all of the sald lend 1r regerded of much walue.

= dower rights for the
HWotwithstanding the fact that Complainant believes and . .
charges that her grandfether, the lste Robert CGoins, hed peid in full WldOW...her gra ndfather pald

all of the purchase money fcr the aforesaid tracts ¢f lend, there for the Iand |n fu“...the (1845 &

sppears of record in the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of Albe-

merle County a conveyance from 5aid Coine to S. V. Sonthsll, trustee, 1860) tracts are

recorded in D. B. 59, pp 239 end 240,e trust deed securing to Thomas .

R. Beiley three bonds for §77.14 each, with William E. Fenney 8 ContlgUOUS...there are tWO
surety, dsted 26th. of November, 1880, psyeble one, two end three yeears Sma” houses’ the reSidence Of
from their respective dates. h I . .

It further appears from the records thet there ig ancther : t e ate RObert GOInS (It Seems
trust deed given by Rohert Goins to Robert S. Jonses, recorded in the Robert d 1885 bUIIt tWO
Clerk's O0ffice of the Circult Court of Albemarle County in D. B. 47,

p- 54, a deed of trust dated 24th. of September, 1849, securing one hOUSGS)

bond to one Wolfe for §69.45, &nd another bond teo one Muskgrove for

the sum of 471.84. This deed of trust appeare tc be on the thres



Results of the case
(recorded at Alb.
DB 151 pg 283)
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1912 survey and two views of goggle maps

Notice how Lankford Ave still bends the same today asin 1912. Today’s 114 &
116 Lankford (said to be Robert Goins homes) are then on Lot 2 of 1912

Nha LS Bhaly &n

survey

Lot 4: The family
burying grounds
are 270 ft from
the road behind

this house




The 4th
house up
Lankford is

a white
house with
Green roof

right at the
entrance

to Mr. Zion
Baptist
church




In 1914 Cornelia Goins Proctor had Charles E. Coles build her a home on her
lot 4. (Alb. DB 156 pg 453). She lived there until she died in 1927. In 1938

her children by James Bryand sold % of Cornelia lot (the eastern part without
her house) to James L. Faganc. (C-ville DB 97 neg 59).
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ALB Da |SG In the Clerk's office of Albemorle Circuit Court August 10th., 1914.

nuJ ufdu port .

in

ust, 1914, severslly acknowledred the seme before me in my County sforessid. |

Given under my hard this 10th dey of August, 1514.

N. Gerlond, J. P.

This deed wes presented to me in said of'tice end with certificates annexed, ndmith'jd

to rexord.

W. € Mo foro Clork. ‘

Teste |

Cornelia Proctor, (a widow women) is Justly indedted to C. ©. Coles in the sum of;
#7320 as 1s evidenced by her bond of even dete with these presents, peyable st the Jefr‘
erson Netionnl Benk, et Cherlottesville, Virginle, to C. E. Coles, on Jon usry lst., !
1919, or sooner, in whole or in ajullmema at the option of the meker, with interest !
ot six per cent, poyeble semi.enmslly on the first deys of Jarmary onl July of each ‘
yesr, and both principel end interest being the belence of smount due for erection of
house.

Seld Prictor is willing more fully to secure ssid debt, principsl ond interest, i
evidenced by s&idﬂ bonds. 2

Therefore this deed, deted this lst dey of Jermery, 1914, by and between Cornelie
Proctor, of the first port, E. 0. McCue, Trustee of second part end C. E. Coles of thin
WITNESSETH!:

Thet for end in considéretion of the premises and the sum of ©5.00 cesh, in hand

peid party of the first part by perty of second pert, receipt whereof 1is hereby ecknow-|

lodged the -eid perty of the {'irst pert does horeby grent, bergein, sell end corvey,
with géneral werranty unto party of the seco d pert, oll thet certein trect or porcel
of lond with dwelling recemtly erected thereon, lying in Albemarle County, neer the
Southern c¢ity limits &nd dore fR3ly described as follows:-

Beginning i~ the. center of s 30 foot street st corner to Lot No 3, the nce with

sold Street S 63 E 1775 feet to corner, thence § 28 W 2725

de

Alb. Deed Bk 156 pg 453

office of Circuit Court of Albemerle County in D. B. No 151, pege 283,

in
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feet to corner of en old rook

oy {"' i fﬁnfe, theree N 33 § 270 feet to the beginning, contedning 1 and 25/100 sxres, it being

to wich re- ‘

R td

THEIS DEED, made this 15th day of December,1938, by and be tween Brazil
J. Bryent &nd GCrace Bryant, his wife, Hobert A, Bryant, unmarried, and Ba- |
dbrielle Wilson, a widow, nJA}) heirs at law of Cornelia G. Proctor, d.ccﬂaed,}
parties of the rfirst part, and James L. Fagans, party of the second mart, |

WITNESSETH: i

That for and in oon.siderntlon of the sum of THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS,
($300.00), cash in hand paid by the & rty of the second part to the mrties
of the first parg, the receipt of which 1s hereby acknowledged, the said
parties of the first{part do hereby GRANT, BARGAIN, SELL and CONVEY unte the
sead @rty of the sacond mart, with GENERAL WARRANTY of title, that certain
lot or parcel of land, situated in the City of Charlottesville, Virg nia, on

the South side of Lankford Avenue, fronting 88-75/100 feet on said Avenue an

being the Eastern one-helf of lot No. 4 showr on a plat attached to a deed
from 2. 0. McCue, Commissloner, to Cornelia Proctor, dated December 9th.1912!
and recorded in the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of Albemarle County,

in D. B. 151 p. 283. Said lot has a depth of about 278-1/2 feet on the East

and about 271 feet on the West, measured from the center of Langford Avenue,
with @ rear wid th of 100 feet.

FThe property hereby conveyed is & portion of the lot conveyved to Corne-
lie Proctor by the sbove mentioned deéd.

G,rnelia Proctor, whose maiden name was Cornelia Goins, married James
Bryant and of this marriage four Brazil J.

children were born, namely: Bry-

ant, Robert A. Bryant, Gabrielle Bryant and Sandy Bryant. Sandy Bryant died

unmarried and intestate in 1925; James Bryant died in 1885 leaving his vido“
Cornelia Bryent amd the four above named children. Cornelia Bryant was re-

merried to ¥illiam Proctor who dded in 1200. There were no children of this

marriage. Cornelia Goins Proctor died intestate in 1927, leaving the per-

ties of the first part her sole heirs at law.

The said parties of the first pert covenant that they are stized in fee

simple of the property hereby conveyed; that they have & perfect right to
convey the same; that said property is free from encumbrances of any kindj

and that they will execute such further assurances as may be requisite to

C-ville DB 97 pg 59

enjq

Hobert A. Bryant

&d

| Brazil J.Brya:
et als

To) B/S

| James L. Fag




If you go to the right of Cornelia
Goins Bryant Proctor’s 1914
house (built by Charles E. Coles)
along the western boundary line
and go back 260-270 feet you
should be the the old Goins
burying grounds. Buried there
should be Robert Goins d 1885,
his wife, Patsy Coles Goins d
1901, and their son, Robert
James Goins d 1897. In 1912
there was a 10 foot right of way
running back to the cemetery.
The J.F. Bell records show that in
the 1920s when Virginia Tonsler
and Cornelia Proctor died they
were buried in Oakwood. Likely
the family burying grounds was
not used after 1912. The
entrance/driveway to Mt. Zion
church is almost directly across
the street from the Right of Way
going back to the Goins burying
grounds.




The Robert Goins d 1885 “family burying grounds” should be 260-270 feet
back from Lankford Ave. at the western edge of 106 Lankford Ave. (Cornelia
Goins Bryant-Proctor’s house)

b: z
e
b

Robert Goins
family burying
grounds




In 1916, Lot 1 was divided into 3 lots (C-ville Deed book 29 pg 287). Virginia
Tonsler got Lot 3 with the dower lot of Sarah Snead Goings and a house. Land
books show lots 1 (to Wm F. Goings) and Lot 2 (to Frank Goings) did not have
a house. Virginia Tonsler and Sarah sold Lot 3 (which likely had Robert James

Va Tonsler’s lot 3 in the

division of Lot 1 likely
had Robert James
Goings house on it
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Preservation Piedmont Newsletter

Fall 2002

114 Lankford Avenue: Where It Stands and What’s at Stake

Aaron Wunsch

By now, most readers are aware of the controversy sur-
rounding 114 Lankford Avenue in Charlottesville. That ad-
dress belongs to an unprepossessing house erected by
Robert Goins, one of the city’s first free black landown-
ers. Regardless of the building’s ultimate fate, the case
raises theoretical and procedural issues of broad interest to
the area’s preservation community. The following essay
highlights those issues after outlining the significance of
the site.

During the mid nineteenth century, a new settlement took
root behind Ridge Street, an artery running southwest from
Charlottesville’s core. The development of Ridge Street
itself comprises an important chapter in the city’s physical
and social history. There, starting in the 1840s, wealthy
white merchants erected impressive brick houses, while
east of Ridge a different sort of enclave arose. It consisted
of wooden buildings inhabited exclusively by free blacks
and grew up around a three-acre parcel belonging to Rob-
ert Goins.*

Historians have identified Goins as one of the first Afri-
can-Americans in Charlottesville to own a substantial
amount of land. His original purchase east of Ridge oc-
curred in 1845. Four years later, he and his wife Patsy had
erected a “log-bodied dwelling house” on the property, along
with “a stable planked upright and other similar buildings™;
in 1860, Goins extended his land holdings and appears to
have built a second house. Remarkably, both houses still
stand. Although there has been some confusion regarding
their chronology, a recent survey suggests that 114
Lankford Avenue is the earlier of the two (the other candi-
date is 116). All the more unfortunate, then, that the build-
ing has been at the eye of the storm.

Last spring, Dale Ludwig of Palmyra, VA, acquired 114
Lankford and applied for a demolition permit. Aware of the
building’s local landmark status (conferred in 1997), Ludwig
nonetheless had reason to believe his application would be
approved. A previous owner’s neglect and unfinished reno-
vations had left the house a vacant eyesore, and the city’s
building inspector had condemned it earlier in the year.
These conflicting imperatives — preservation and demoli-
tion — have been at the root of this case ever since.

In the months since Ludwig’s initial application, several
shortcomings of local preservation law and practice be-
came clear. First, it appears that no bureaucratic safety
mechanism prevents the condemnation of historic build-
ings or requires special review in such cases. The Goins
house was condemned simply because it was open to tres-
passers and the elements, not because of structural prob-
lems. Had the inspector known of the building’s signifi-
cance, he might never have issued the order. Second, as
the Board of Architectural Review deliberated on Ludwig’s
request, they repeatedly came up against the limits of their

power in such cases. The BAR’s jurisdiction over local
landmarks governs only those features visible from a pub-
lic right-of-way. Since the original log structure lies buried
behind later additions, did the BAR have any say over its
fate? Third, there was the (unstated) question of how much
responsibility the city bears for bringing preservation cases
into the public eye. The Goins House saga received wide-
spread media coverage only after the City contacted
Monticello in hopes of finding a party willing to recon-
struct the log section of the building at a new location.

Finally, one might question the appropriateness of such
reconstruction schemes and the city’s role in advancing
them. Most preservation literature of the last ten years has
stressed the importance of place. Yet the city felt free to
broker an entirely placeless solution — at once understand-
able (given the city’s embarrassing predicament) and par-
ticularly ill-suited to a house whose builder helped spawn
the surrounding community. Luckily, this effort failed.

At present, the Goins House remains intact. After hav-
ing his application postponed and then denied by the BAR
this summer, Dale Ludwig turned to City Council for re-
lief. His appeal was rejected unanimously on October 7th.
Yet preservationists should consider these promising deci-
sions as the start of their work, not the end. By law, Mr.
Ludwig may demolish 114 Lankford in six months if he
makes a bona fide (and unsuccessful) attempt to sell the
building in that period. Moreover, the house remains empty
and far from water-tight. Further neglect could ultimately
amount to slow demolition unless the city steps in (the
powers afforded by nuisance laws might afford some pro-
tection but are obviously a double-edged sword). In the
short run, those concerned about the building’s fate should
try to keep abreast of Ludwig’s plans. Perhaps he could be
convinced to apply caulk and tar paper where needed, or
to allow volunteers this privilege. In the long run, preser-
vationists must aim to close the more obvious loopholes
raised by this case. Better communication between branches
of city government might be the place to start.

* Sources: Leslie A Giles andJ. Daniel Pezzoni, “Cultural
Resources Survey of the Ridge Street Expansion Area”
(1997); “Survey of the Ridge Street Historic District and
Proposal for Local Designation” (1994). Both reports are
on file in the city 5 planning office.

Preservation Piedmont Annual Meeting
Thursday, December 12, 5:30 p.m.
422 Second Street NE

Mr. & Mrs. David Morris welcome us
to “The Old Manse”, their Federal Era house.

Research not in the case:

Preservation Piedmont
Newsletter Fall 2002 goes
over 114 Lankford Ave

ert Goins.*

Histortans have identified Goins as one of the first Afri-
can-Americans in Charlottesville to own a substantial
amount of land. His origmal purchase east of Ridge oc-
curred in 1845, Four years later, he and his wife Patsy had
erected a “log-bodied dwellmg house” on the property, along
with “a stable planked upright and other similar buildings™;
m 1860, Gotns extended his land holdings and appears to
have built a second house. Remarkably, both houses still
stand. Although there has been some confusion regarding
thetr chronology, a recent survey suggests that 114
Lankford Avenue 1s the earlier of the two (the other cand-
date 15 116). All the more unfortunate, then, that the build-
mg has been at the eye of the storm.
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114 Lankford & 116 Lankford

(photos from Assessor’s records on-line)

The Robert Goins House is one of Charlottesville's individually protected properties, meaning any exterior
changes or potential demolition would have to be approved by the Board of Architectural Review. The

house is located at 114 Lankford Avenuelll, Robert Goins House

ts; From Cvillepedia




