
2586: Virginia Tonsler vs. Goins 
Virginia Tonsler states her grandfather, 

Robert Goins, was a free man previous to 
the Civil war, and bought land in 1845 and 
1860.  Robert died in 1885 without a will 

and her father, Robert James Goins died in 
1897 without a will.  Virginia files this bill in 
1912 to settle the land of Robert Goins who 

died in 1885.   







Virginia Tonsler’s 
Complaint: 

 
Robert James Goins (her 

father) died in 1897 
 

Robert Goins (her 
grandfather died in 1885) 

 
Robert Goins d 1885 

bought land in 1845 from 
Ezra Wolfe & 1860 from 

Thomas Bailey 
 

Robert James Goins d 
1897 left wife Sarah & 

children: Va. Tonsler, Wm 
F. Goins & Frank R. Goins 

17 or 18 



Virginia Tonsler’s 1912 
Complaint Continued: 

 
Robert Goins d 1885 left wife 

Patsy  & children:   Robert 
James Goins,  Lucy J. 

Johnston, Katharine Jones 
and Cornelia Proctor. 

 
Patsy Goins survived her 

husband and left will divising 
her land among her 4 

children and grandchild Polly 
Coles.  Patsy owned no land 

but Polly Coles has been 
permitted to live on the 

property since the death of 
Patsy Goins in 1901 (but she 

should own no interest in 
the land) 



Virginia Tonsler Continued: 
 

…her grandmother never had 
any property, real or personal, 
to dispose of by her last will, as 

when Robert d 1885 died 
without a will his property 

passed to his 4 children with 
dower rights for the 

widow…her grandfather paid 
for the land in full…the (1845 & 

1860) tracts are 
contiguous…there are two 

small houses, the residence of 
the late Robert Goins (it seems 

Robert d 1885 built two 
houses) 



Results of the case 
(recorded at Alb.  
DB 151 pg 283) 

Lot 1:  to Va. Tonsler, 
Wm F.Goins & Frank 

R. Goins 

Dower lot of 
Sarah Sneed 

Goins 

Lot 2:  to Katharine 
Jones 

Lot 3: to Lucy J. 
Johnston 

Lot 4: to Cornelia 
Proctor 

Family 
burying 
grounds 
with 10 

foot right 
of way  
to on 

Cornelia 
Proctor’s 

lot 



1912 survey and two views of goggle maps 
Notice how Lankford Ave still bends the same today as in 1912.  Today’s 114 & 

116 Lankford (said to be Robert Goins homes) are then on Lot 2 of 1912 
survey 

116 

114 

Lot 4:  The family 
burying grounds 
are 270 ft from 
the road behind 

this house 



The 4th 
house up 

Lankford is 
a white 

house with 
Green roof 
right at the 
entrance 

to Mr. Zion 
Baptist 
church 



In 1914 Cornelia Goins Proctor had Charles E. Coles build her a home on her 
lot 4.  (Alb. DB 156 pg 453).  She lived there until she died in 1927.  In 1938 

her children by James Bryand sold ½ of Cornelia lot (the eastern part without 
her house) to James L. Fagans (C-ville DB 97 pg 59).   

Alb. Deed Bk 156 pg 453 C-ville DB 97 pg 59 



If you go to the right of Cornelia 

Goins Bryant Proctor’s 1914 

house (built by Charles E. Coles) 

along the western boundary line 

and go back 260-270 feet you 

should be the the old Goins 

burying grounds.  Buried there 

should be Robert Goins d 1885, 

his wife, Patsy Coles Goins d 

1901, and their son, Robert 

James Goins d 1897.  In 1912 

there was a 10 foot right of way 

running back to the cemetery.  

The J.F. Bell records show that in 

the 1920s when Virginia Tonsler 

and Cornelia Proctor died they 

were buried in Oakwood.  Likely 

the family burying grounds was 

not used after 1912.  The 

entrance/driveway to Mt. Zion 

church is almost directly across 

the street from the Right of Way 

going back to the Goins burying 

grounds. 



The Robert Goins d 1885 “family burying grounds” should be 260-270 feet 
back from Lankford Ave. at the western edge of 106 Lankford Ave. (Cornelia 

Goins Bryant-Proctor’s house) 

Robert Goins 
family burying 

grounds 



In 1916, Lot 1 was divided into 3 lots (C-ville Deed book 29 pg 287).  Virginia 
Tonsler got Lot 3 with the dower lot of Sarah Snead Goings and a house.  Land 
books show lots 1 (to Wm F. Goings) and Lot 2 (to Frank Goings) did not have 
a house.   Virginia Tonsler and Sarah sold Lot 3 (which likely had Robert James 
Going’s house on it to E.D. Campbell in 1920.  An old house is not on the lot 

today. 
Va Tonsler’s lot 3 in the 
division of Lot 1 likely 

had Robert James 
Goings house on it 



Research not in the case: 
 

Preservation Piedmont 
Newsletter Fall 2002 goes 

over 114 Lankford Ave 



114 Lankford & 116 Lankford 
(photos from Assessor’s records  on-line) 

114 116 


