General Alexander A. Vandergrift

Gen. Alexander Archer Vandegrift was born in Charlottesville on 13 Mar. 1887. He entered the
U.S. Marine Corps in 1909 and served on posts in the Caribbean, Central America, China, and
the United States . General VVandegrift led American forces in their first successful major Pacific
offensive in World War Il at Guadalcanal and was awarded the Navy Cross and the Medal of
Honor. He also served as the Commandant of the Marine Corps from 1944 to 1947 and in 1945

became the first active-duty Marine four-star general. He died on 8 May 1973 and is buried
at Arlington National Cemetery .

25

GEN. ALEXANDER ARCHER
VANDEGRIET
et ——

Gen. Alexander Archer VYandegrift was born
inCharlottesyilie on |3 Mar, 1887, He ontered
the U.S. Marine Corps in 1909 and seryed
on poats in the Caribbean. Central America
China, and the Unitcd States, General
Vandegrift led American forces im thelr
first successful major Pacific offensive in
World War il at Cusdalcanal shd was avarded
the Navy Cross znd the Medal of Nom;r:
He nlso served as the Commandant 01“;4;
Marine Corps from 1944 1o 1947 and aa'“r'
pecame the first active-duty Maring

i 73 and
. He died on B May 19 3
::a;u?':::::‘.\rl;ngmn Notional Cemetory-

Figure 1: State Marker Q-25, High Street in Court Square Park



