Douglas W. Domenech
Secretary of Natural Resources

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 Kathleen 8. Kilpatrick

Director

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391
TDD: (804) 367-2386
www.dhr.virginia.gov

September 1, 2011

City of Charlottesville

C/O Gary O’Connell, City Manager
P.O. Box 911

Charlottesville, Virginia 22901

Re: William H. McGuffey Primary School, City of Charlottesville

Dear Mr. O’Connell:

Congratulations! Iam pleased to inform you officially that the William H. McGuffey
Primary School has been entered into the National Register of Historic Places. The property was
listed by the United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, on December 23,
2009.

I'am sure this news is gratifying to you, and the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources shares in your pleasure.

—

" Sincérely,

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer

cc: Mayor Dave Norris

Administrative Services
10 Courthouse Ave.
Petersburg, VA 23803
Tel: {804) 862-6416
Fax: (804) 862-6196

Capital Region Office
2801 Kensington Office
Richmond, VA 23321
Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391

Tidewater Region Office
14415 Old Courthouse Way 2™
Floor

Newport News, VA 23608

Tel: (757) 886-2807

Fax: (757) 886-2808

Western Region Office
Hundley Hall

962 Kime Lane
Salem, VA 24153

Tel: (540) 387-5428
Fax: (540) 387-5446

Northern Region Office
5357 Main Street

PO Box 519

Stephens City, VA 22655
Tel: (540) 868-7031

Fax: (540) 868-7033



C

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick
Director

L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
Secretary of Natural Resources

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 232
Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391

September 23, 2009 TDD: (804) 367-2386
www.dhr.virginia.gov

Mr. Gary O’Connell RECE,VED

Manager, City of Charlottesville

P.O. Box 911

Charlottesville, VA 22901
NEGHOROD 7 2 . -

Re: William H. McGuffey Primary School, City of Charlottesville -
Dear Mr, O’Connell:

On Behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia, it gives me great pleasure to inform you that the Board of
Historic Resources has placed the William H. McGuffey Primary School in the Virginia Landmarks
Register. The State Review Board also recommended this property for inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places. Following final staff review, we will forward the nomination to the National Park
Service, including my recommendation, along with the Board’s, that the resource is eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places.

The Virginia Landmarks Register includes historic landmarks, buildings, structures, districts, objects, and
sites which are recognized as having historical, architectural, or archaeological significance at a local,
state, or national level. The William H. McGuffey Primary School deserves this official recognition as
one of the Commonwealth’s historic resources. The responsibility for preserving Virginia’s irreplaceable
historic resources rests ultimately with interested citizens like you. While registration does not in itself
protect the property, we hope this formal recognition will provide encouragement to your continuing
efforts to preserve this important part of Virginia’s history.

The continuing protection and preservation of registered Virginia landmarks is of immediate concern to
this office. We welcome the opportunity to serve, and it is our hope that you will inform us if we can be
of assistance to you in providing any technical advice on contemplated alterations or sensitive renovations
to properties.

Sincergjy,

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer

Administrative Services Capital Region Office Tidewater Region Office Roanoke Region Office Northern Region Office
10 Courthouse Avenue 2801 Kensington Ave. 14415 Old Courthouse Way. 2" Floor 1030 Penmar Ave., SE 5357 Main Street
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 Newport News, VA 23608 Roanoke, VA 24013 PO Box 519

Tel: (804) 862-6416 Tel: (804) 367-2323 Tel: (757) 886-2807 Tel: (540) 857-7585 Stephens City, VA 22655
Fax: (804) 862-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Fax: (757) 886-2808 Fax: (540) 857-7588 Tel: (540) 868-7029

Fax: (540) 868-7033



CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE
‘A World Class City”

Department of Neighborhood Development
Services

City Hall Post Office Box 911
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Telephone 434-970-3182
Fax 434-970-3359
www.charlottesville.org

August 19, 2009

Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23221
ATTN: Marc Wagner

Dear Mr. Wagner,

Thank you for providing the opportunity for the City of Charlottesville’s Board of
Architectural Review to review and comment on the nomination report to consider the
McGuffey School in Charlottesville, Virginia for individual listing on the National
Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register.

The BAR at its meeting on August 18, 2009 enthusiastically endorsed (7-0) the
nomination to individually list the McGuffey School on the National Register of Historic
Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register.

Sincerely yours,

I M d%“ SLeala

Mary Joy Scala
Preservation and Design Planner



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

e m;&ms Department of Historic Resources
M 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221-0311

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick
Director
Tel: (804) 367-2323

Fax: (804) 367-2391
August 17, 2009 TDD: (804) 367-2386

www.dhr.virginia.gov

Mr. Gary O’Connell
Charlottesville City Manager
P.O.Box 911

Charlottesville, VA 22901

Re: William H. McGuffey Primary School, City of Charlottesville

Dear Mr. O’Connell;

At a meeting on Thursday, September 17, 2009, in the Halsey Lecture Hall at the
Virginia Historical Society at 428 North Boulevard in Richmond, VA 23221, the State Review
Board and the Virginia Historic Resources Board will consider the William H. McGuffey
Primary School for recommendation to the National Register of Historic Places and for
inclusion in the Virginia Landmarks Register. The national and state registers are official lists of
places recognized as having architectural, archaeological, or historical significance at the local,
state or national level.

Enclosed is information explaining the register programs and the process by which
owners may comment or object to listing in the registers. Please send any comments or
objections to us prior to the meeting date in order to be considered with the nomination. You are
also welcome to attend the meeting, which will begin at 10 a.m.

If you have any questions or need additional information prior to the meeting please
contact Ms. Ann Andrus in the Capital Region Preservation Office at 804-367-2323, extension

133.
Sincerely,
’ /L\
Marc Christian Wagner
Director, Resource Information Division
b
Enclosures
Administrative Services Capital Region Office Tidewater Region Office Roanoke Region Office Northern Region Office
10 Courthouse Avenue 2801 Kensington Ave. 14415 Old Courthouse Way. 2" Floor 1030 Penmar Ave.. SE 5357 Main Street
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 Newport News, VA 23608 Roancke, VA 24013 PO Box 519
Tel: (804) 862-6416 Tel: (804) 367-2323 Tel: (757) 886-2807 Tel: (540) 857-7585 Stephens City, VA 22655
Fax: (804) 862-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Fax: (757) 886-2808 Fax: (540) 857-7588 Tel: (540) 868-7029

Fax: (540) 868-7033



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department of Historic Resources (DHRY), 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221

Key Points about the National and State Register Process for Property Owners

Listing in the national and state reqisters is honorary. It recognizes a historic property’s importance to its community,

the State, and/or the Nation as well as encouraging good stewardship of the historic property.

National and state register listings do not place restrictions on private property owners. Owners have no obligation to

open their properties to the public, to restore them, or even to maintain them, if they choose not to do so.

o Under Federal and State laws, private property owners can do anything they wish with their National Register-listed
property, provided that no Federal or State license, permit, or funding is involved.

» [f alisted property is destroyed or its integrity is greatly altered, it is removed from the registers.

e To ensure public participation in the nomination process, property owners and local officials are notified of proposed
nominations to the National Register and provided the opportunity to comment. Further details provided below. In
addition, once a nomination is submitted to the National Park Service another public comment period is published in
the Federal Register.

o Federal agencies whose projects affect a listed property must give the DHR (Virginia's State Historic Preservation

Office) an opportunity to comment on the project and its effects on the property. Further details provided below.

Federal and Staie investment Tax Credils foi rehabilitation and othei provisions are available, should a property

owner choose to use them. Further details provided below.

¢ QOwners may also qualify for Federal grants for historic preservation when funding is available. Refer to the National

Park Service web site for Federal grant information. Currently, Virginia has no grants available for privately owned

properties.

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

Established under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), as amended, the national historic
preservation program is a partnership between the Federal, State, Tribal, and local governments; private organizations;
and the public. The Act and its provisions establish the framework within which citizens plan, identify, evaluate, register,
and protect significant historic and archeological properties throughout the country. Central to this framework is the
NRHP--the Nation's official list of historic properties worthy of preservation, administered by the National Park Service
(NPS), Department of the Interior. Properties listed in the NRHP include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
that are significant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture.

Historic places are nominated to the NRHP by nominating authorities: the State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO), appointed by the Governor of the State in which the property is located; the Federal Preservation Officer (FPO)
for properties under Federal ownership or control; or by the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPQ) if the property is
on tribal lands. Anyone can prepare a nomination to the NRHP, at which time the SHPO, FPO or THPO reviews the
proposed nomination, and notifies property owners and local officials of the intent to nominate. Nominations submitted
through the State must first be approved by a State Review Board (SRB) before being reviewed by the NPS. The
members of the SRB, who are appointed by the SHPO, use the same criteria as the National Register to evaluate
properties and then recommend them to the NPS for listing in the NRHP.

The NRIHDP continues to reflect the desire of Americans, as expressed in the NIHPA, that “the historical an
cultural foundation of the nation should be preserved as a living part of our community life and development in order to
give a sense of orientation to the American people.”

Virginia Landmarks Register (VLR)

Also in 1966, the Virginia General Assembly established the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, now the
Department of Historic Resources (DHR). DHR is the State Historic Preservation Office responsible for managing the
VLR, the state’s official list of properties important to Virginia’s history. The Historic Resources Board (HRB), appointed by
the Governor of Virginia, is responsible for listing properties to the VLR. Just as the same evaluation criteria are used for
the National and State registers, the same register form is also used for both the VLR and the NRHP. Nearly 2300 historic
properties are listed in the VLR. This number does not include the tens of thousands of properties within each listed

historic district.

List of web sites with further and more detailed information

WWwW.Cr.nps.gov/ (National Park Service main web page)
www.cr.nps.gov/NR/ (National Register of Historic Places main web page)
www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/nhpa1966.htm (National Historic Preservation Act of 1966)

(Department of Historic Resources main web page)

www.dhr.virginia.gov
(Heritage Preservation Services)

www.cr.nps.gov/hps/



Federal and State Tax Provisions

The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act
of 1981, and the Tax Reform Act of 1984, and, as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20% Investment Tax Credit (ITC)
with a full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial and rental residential buildings. The former
15% and 20% ITCs for rehabilitations of older commercial buildings are combined into a single 10% ITC for commercial or
industrial buildings built before 1936. The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions for
charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in historically important land areas or structures.
Whether these provisions are advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of the
property and the owner.

Owners of properties listed in the VLR may be eligible for a 25% ITC for the certified rehabilitation of income-
producing and non-income producing certified historic structures such as commercial, industrial, or rental or non-rental
residential buildings. Owners who rehabilitate an income-producing building listed in both the National and State registers
may use both Federal and State ITCs.

Tax Credits are only available if a property owner chooses to use them and individuals should consult the
appropriate locat IRS office for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. Refer also to 36
CFR 67 at the Heritage Preservation Services web site or to the Tax Credit Program on the DHR web site.

Results of Federal and State Listing

Historic District sponsoring organizations or local governments and owners of individually listed properties may
purchase an attractive official plaque noting designation. Owners of recognized historic properties are also eligible for the
Virginia Preservation Easement Program, as well as technical assistance from the staff of DHR. Professional architects,
architectural historians, and archaeologists are available to provide technical guidance in the care and maintenance of
buildings and sites.

Listing in the NRHP requires consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and federally assisted
projects. Section 106 of the NHPA, requires that Federal agencies allow the SHPO an opportunity to comment on all
projects affecting historic properties either listed in or determined eligible for listing in the NRHP. The Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation oversees and ensures the consideration of historic properties in the Federal planning process.
(Refer to 36 CFR 800 at the Heritage Preservation Services web site.) Buildings listed on the VLR may also be
considered as part of a state-funded project, such as highway planning.

Listing also requires consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit. In accordance with the Surface Mining
and Control Act of 1977, there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining
permit where coal is located. (Refer to 30 CFR 700 at the Heritage Preservation Services web site.) :

Localities may have laws to encourage the preservation of their historic places. Some local governments have
enacted their own identification procedures; some use listing in the National and State registers as an indicator of historic
significance. State and local historic preservation programs often provide some protection against the possible harmful
effects of State-funded, -licensed, or -assisted projects. Some provide limited financial assistance to owners in the form of
grants, loans, or tax benefits. They may establish other protections or reviews for preservation purposes. The SHPO or
local planning departments can provide more information.

Rights of Owners to Comment and/or Object to Listing

in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, owners of private properties
nominated to the National Register have an opportunity to concur with or object to fisting. The same rule appilies to the
Virginia Landmarks Register listing as supported by the Code of Virginia.

Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to listing may submit to the State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private
property and objects to the listing. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote regardiess of the portion
of the property that party owns. If private property owners object to the proposed nomination of their property or a majority
of private property owners within a proposed historic district object, then the property will not be listed. However, the
SHPO shall submit the nomination to the NPS Keeper for a determination of eligibility of the property for listing in the
NRHP. If the property is then determined eligible for listing, although not formally listed, Federal agencies will be required
to allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an opportunity to comment before the agency may fund,
license, or assist a project which wil! affect the property.

Any comments or objections should be sent to the State Historic Preservation Officer at the Department of
Historic Resources, 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 prior to the scheduled Board meeting listed in
the notification letter. Notices of objection must be notarized prior to submission to the SHPO.

Letters of support or objection will be copied to the HRB and SRB members for review along with the nomination
to which they refer. These letters will also be forwarded to the NPS upon their review of the nomination.
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McGuffey School National Register Nomination Page 1 of 1

Scala, Mary Joy

From: Andrus, Ann (DHR) [Ann.Andrus@dhr.virginia.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2009 12:37 PM

To: rthrift2222@hotmail.com

Cc: Scala, Mary Joy

Subject: McGuffey School National Register Nomination
importance: High

Hello, Mr. Thrift: | have a question about the photographs for the McGuffey School nomination that will be on the
September agenda for the State Review Board and the Historic Resources Board. Those black and white prints
are on Endura paper, which is paper used for color photographs. Therefore to meet the National Park Service
requirements, we also need a CD with digital images of the same black and white views to send to the National

Register office.

Do you know whether the photo lab that developed the negatives created a disk— whether the lab scanned the
negatives when they developed them? It would be very helpful if we could get a CD with those photos on it. I'd be
glad to check with the photo lab about the availability of a disk if you can tell me where the processing was done.

The other option for meeting the National Register photo requirements, would be to get take some color digital
images of the school — both of the exterior and of primary spaces on the interior — put those images on a disk that
could be sent to us and print out 2 sets of 8 to 10 views as gray scale images (black and white) for the
nomination and send those to us as well.

If taking new digital images is not something you're prepared to do, perhaps we could see if the City of
Charlottesville — through Mary Joy Scala's office — has an intern or staff member who could take some digital
photographs for the nomination, put them on a disk and send us the required 2 sets of gray scale views along with

the disk.

Rest assured, the nomination is scheduled for presentation to our boards at their September 17 meeting. If
necessary, this office can send someone to Charlottesville to take the photographs. | simply wanted to explore
other alternatives for getting the photographs before scheduling a trip since our travel is severely limited these
days. Thanks for your help. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or if | can be of help. My
telephone number is 804-367-2323, ext. 133,

Ann M. Andrus, Director, Capital Region Office
Department of Historic Resources

9/2/2009



L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
Secretary of Natural Resources

Administrative Services
10 Courthouse Avenue

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources ;
Director

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221-0311
Tel: (804) 367-2323

Fax: (804) 367-2391
TDD: (804) 367-2336
www.dhr.virginia.gov

July 13, 2009

Ms. Mary Joy Scala

CLG Coordinator and Preservation and Design Planner
City of Charlottesville

Department of Neighborhood Development Services
City Hall - 610 East Market Street

Charlottesville, VA 22902

Re: William H. McGuffey Primary School, City of Charlottesville

Dear Ms. Scala:

The Department of Historic Resources (DHR), Virginia’s historic preservation office, is planning
to present the enclosed National Register nomination for Virginia’s State Review Board and Historic
Resources Board for recommendation to the National Register of Historic Places and inclusion in the

Virginia Landmarks Register.

Because this resource is within your Certified Local Government, the Architectural Review
Board (ARB) is entitled to a sixty-day comment period during which the ARB may review the draft
nomination and relay any comments or concerns to the DHR. | hope you will consider the enclosed
nomination at your next meeting and relay your comments to us. All comments will be forwarded to the
SHPO Director and the Boards for consideration along with the nomination. We have scheduled the
nomination for presentation to our boards on Thursday, September 17, 2009, and would like to receive
your comments by that time in fulfillment of the comment period. This letter serves as notification
initiating the sixty-day comment period and no further action will be taken on the nomination until we
have received your comments or the full sixty-day period has passed.

I'look forward to receiving your comments. Should you have any further questions regarding the
nomination or the register program, please call me directly at 804-367-2323, extension 115.

Director, Resource Information Division

Enclosure

Northern Region Office
5357 Main Street

PO Box 519

Roanoke Region Office
1030 Penmar Ave., SE
Roanoke, VA 24013

Tidewater Region Office
14415 Old Courthouse Way, 2 Floor
Newport News, VA 23608

Capital Region Office
2801 Kensington Ave.
Richmond, VA 23221

Petersburg, VA 23803
Tel: (804) 862-6416
Fax: (804) 862-6196

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391

Tel: (757) 886-2807
Fax: (757) 886-2808

Tel: (540) 857-7585
Fax: (540) 857-7588

Stephens City, VA 22655
Tel: (540) 868-7029
Fax: (540) 868-7033



NPS Form 10- 900 OMB No. 1024-0018

(Rev. Aug. 2002)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How fo Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulietin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification,
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation
sheets (NPS Forni 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name _William H. McGuffey Primary School
other names/site number _William H. McGuffey Elementary School, McGuffey Art Center, DHR file # 104-0072-
0300

2. LLocation

street & number _201 2™ Street N.W. not for publication_ N/A
city or town _Charlottesville vicinity _N/A
state _ VA code _VA county Independent City___ code _540 Zip code _22902

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preserv ation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ____nationally

—_statewide _X__locally. (___See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal Agency or Tribal government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
____determined eligible for the National Register Signature of the Keeper
____ See continuation sheet.
____ determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register Date of Action

_____other (explain):




William H. McGuffey Primary School

Charlottesville, Virginia

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)

____private

_X_ public-local
____ public-State
____ publicFederal

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontrbuting
buildings
sites
stiuctures
objects
Total

= OO0 =
—joloo|—=

Category of Property (Check only one box)

X building(s)
district
site

____ structure
____object

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __1

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Education Sub:;  School

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Recreation and Culture Sub:  Museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19" and 20" Century Revivals: Colonial Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick

roof Slate

walls Brick

other Cast Stone, Wood, Limestone

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property

on one or more continuation sheets.)



William H. McGuffey Primary School Charlottesville, Virginia

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
X _C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

OTMmMoUOm>

T

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Education
Architecture

Period of Significance 1916-1945

Significant Dates 1916

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked abov e)__ NI/IA

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Dr. James Johnson with R.E. Lee Taylor and Charles Calrow of Ferguson, Calrow, and
Taylor

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
____previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National Register

___designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #



William H. McGuffey Primary School Charlottesville, Virginia

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

____ Other State agency

____Federal agency

___ Local government

____University

_X_Other

Name of repository: _Virginia Department of Historic Resources: Charlottesville-Albemarie Historical Society

Acreage of Property _1.882

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
117 720979 4212390 2 - 3 4

___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Richard Thrift

organization date_March 2009
street & number__ 403 Altamont Circle #3 telephone_(434) 295-7973
city or town__Charlottesville state_VA zZip code _22902

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or NUMErous resources.
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name __City of Charlottesville

street & number_P.O. Box 911 telephone_(434) 970-3101
city or town__Charlottesville state VA zip code _22901

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing fistings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefitin
accordance with the National Histeric Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated tc average 36 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form
to the National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service, 1848 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240.




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET William H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Virginia

Section _7 Page _1__

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Fronted by a wide, sloping lawn of deciduous trees and flowering shrubbery, a city’s block in length, the William H. McGuffey
Primary School, built in 1915-1916 in what is now Historic Downtown Charlottesville, Virginia, is a palatial Colonial Revival edifice of two
stories set upon a full basement. It has a rectangular plan, solid brick walls, and is divided into three pavilions. Its massive slate-covered roof
1s of moderate pitch, above which rise eight interior faux chimneys that were air vents for the forced warm air component in the original
heating and ventilation scheme and two true chimneys. Single-story Tuscan porticos project from each side elevation as well as from its
fagade. The latter, the larger of the three, is approached by a broad flight of limestone steps. Both primary and secondary windows in all
elevations have double-hung multi-light sashes. Above the side elevation doors are fixed, multi-light transoms. A highly distinctive fanlight
tops the set of doors beneath the front portico. Besides doors, window sashes and their frames, the entablature too is of wood, with a fine
modillion cornice. The decorative panels, the belt course, windowsills and portico columns are of cast stone. Al of the building's components
mentioned are original. The school exhibits fine workmanship and the use of quality, local materials. Given its size, dimensions and purpose
of being, the building’s exterior reflects harmony in its sense of proportion found only in the better examples of this architectural type. The
same can be said for the meticulously conceived interior layout in regards to the “modern school”” guidebooks of the period. Among its
contemporaries, the McGuffey School building remains the Jeast altered, both externally and internally, in almost all respects. The building
sits on 1.882 acres of its original 3.5 acre lot. To the rear, at the present day parking lot’s southern edge is a non-contributing plywood shed.

THE LOCATION. IN DETAIL

“Years before the Patterson site was selected,” wrote Dr. James G. Johnson, the Superintendent of Schools at the time who conceived
of the building, in his HISTORY OF MCGUFFEY SCHOOL, 1915-1936, “I habitually went to the northeast corner room on the third floor of
the annex to Midway School and would gaze out of the window at the top of the hill and visualize the building that finally was erected on the
Patterson site. These were years of hoping and struggling. Many sites were considered but I never lost my desire to have my first choice
selected.” The site, to quote Dr. Johnson further, “has the following points of merit: ample size, approximately three and one fifth acres,
giving abundance of play space for eight hundred children; splendid elevation assuring a free circulation of air and perfect drainage;
accessibility to the main thoroughfares yet in a quiet zone free from the disturbances cansed by an ever increasing tide of traffic.”

The McGuffey SchoolVArt Center continues to find itself in a relatively quiet, residential park-like setting, if but one block north of
the Downtown Mall and five blocks west of Courthouse Square. Its fagade looks out over a semi-shaded lawn with most of its original
flowering shrubs and its original sidewalks (including the wide, central "promenade") leading up to it from 2nd Street North West. It is
bordered on the north by McGuffey Park, an innovative children's playground; and on the south by the mostly original Market Street
storefronts, opposite a tree-shrouded embankment. To the west, beyond a cordon of trees walling off the back of the rear parking lot, the steep-
pitched gable ends of the Frank Fosom Smith designed McGuffey Hill Condominiums - built in 1983 - form an unobtrusive backdrop from
their setting along the cusp of McGuffey (formerly Beck's) Hill. The building is a contributing resource within the boundaries of the
Albemarle-Charlottesville Courthouse District, a Virginia Landmark and National Register of Historic Places listing since 1980. It is also
located within the Downtown and North Downtown Architectural Design Control District created in 2005.

THE EXTERIOR, IN DETAIL

Overview
In its Colonial Revival shell, the McGuffey School building is more Adamesque than Georgian, exhibiting a balanced “lightness™ in

unity overall with an adherence to classical proportions - in its parts if not in the whole. Thus the building is grand in appearance without
being imposing (or ponderous) in appearance, and decidedly “non-institutional”, even if it couldn’t be mistaken for anything other than what it

1S.

Bascment 1 evel
The McGuffey Scheol building measures 66 1/3 feet by 171 feet at basement level, its center pavilion equaling three times the length

of its balanced end ones. Its front portico sits upon a closed abutment the height of the basement wall, while the side elevation porticos are
more or less at ground level (at the rear elevation a closed brick porch, with a slate roof, covers the entrance to the boiler room steps). In the
center pavilion there are three basement windows, with double hung 6/6 sashes, set asymmetrically apart. In the end pavilions they are
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symmetrically set and vertically aligned with the classroom windows above. There are four side elevation basement windows, two on each side
of the porticos. The basement windows exhibit a ratio of 1: 1.5, and have cast stone sills (as do all of the exterior windews in the building).
Atop the basement windows runs a continuous belt course that caps too the brick course of water table headers. Below and above the water
table the bricks are laid in stretcher bond, with a free mix of lighter and darker bats. The building's exterior walls - including those of the front
portico's abutment and the porch over the entrance to the boiler room steps - are of solid brick.

First & Second Stories

On the first floor there are four banks of classroom windows, one in each end pavilion and two in the center pavilion flanking the front
portico. Each bank holds five double-hung 9/9 sashes. Those on the second floor are vertically aligned with the ones below, with the two in the
center pavilion on either side of a tri-parte center window arrangement above the portico. (Those in the center pavilion on the rear elevaticn
flank a tri-parte center window arrangement on both floors that are in perfect alignment with the porch over the boiler room steps below.)
Also, there are four smaller, cloakroom windows on each floor, vertically aligned as well. They are paired close together, in twos, at each end
of the center pavilion, with double-hung sashes of 4/4 lights. Splayed lintels of cast stone, with keystones, cap all of these windows on both
front and rear elevations. There are five oblong cast stone panels per bank of windows on the facade, vertically aligned with the classroom
window opening between the first and second stories, each inset with a garland of grapes raised in relief.

The front portico has a flat, tin covered roof that originally sported a classical balustrade (as did the side elevation porticos) that was
removed in the 1960s. Its entablature is of wood, with MCGUFFEY SCHOOL in bronze letter fastened to the frieze. Four cast stone Tuscan
columns (with two cast stone pilaster returns) support the portico roof, set on flooring of poured concrete between two three-foot-high side
walls (each capped by a thick slab of limestone) that descend with the steps to the concrete plaza below. (This is repeated, in part, with the
lower - and shallower - south portico, of two columns and pilaster returns; the north elevation portico, likewise with but two columns and
pilaster returns, is at ground level.) Beneath each portico s a pair of large wooden entrance doors, with double-leaf raised panels and bronze
hardware, in lightly accented surrounds. The doors beneath the side elevation porticos are topped by large, fixed transoms of twenty one lights,
while the pair at the front portico entrance are topped by a signature, fixed, semi-circular fanlight of fourteen glass panes. The tri-parte
window arrangement above the front portico is in a single frame, its center window consisting of double-hung sashes of 12/12 lights flanked
by two vertical sidelights of six panes each.

On each side elevation there is a tall, double set of windows in a single frame centered above the portico roof, with double-hung
sashes of 12/12 lights, topped as well by a splayed lintel of cast stone, with a key stone. Flanking these windows (and the porticos) are a set of
panels in the otherwise blank wall, a short one that is almost square over an oblong one, that are delineated by courses of raised headers and
standing stretchers. All of the second story primary or classroom windows (on both the facade and the rear elevation) are directly capped by
the immediate rise of the well-defined entablature with a perfectly proportioned modillion comice. The cornice conceals a "Baltimore gutter”,
with four copper downspouts on each elevation.

The Roof

The slate hipped roof is of about forty degrees or moderate pitch, its mass broken by a miniscule raised hipped outline corresponding
to the slight forward projection of each of the end pavilions, that offers a complimentary balance to the whole. Of the chimneys (all interior),
there are two actual, symmetrically placed aft of the roof ridge in the center pavilion and spaced about twelve feet apart, with slightly accented
crowns. (Originally these chimneys served the two coal fired boilers.) The eight massive faux chimneys were for spent or “vitilated” air (as a
part of the fresh warm air and ventilation component to the original heating system); four to each end of the center pavilion, two to each side
of the roof’s ridge that are joined by a brick apron (each serving two classrooms and the basement rooms directly below). Their non-defined
crowns are merely flat courses of headers and soldiers, upon which sit four piers that support great slabs of limestone caps.

‘Alterations & Repairs

In a 1926 photograph, the metal "grilis" that covered the fresh air intake openings on either side of the second story center window over
the front portico were still in place; in a 1936 photograph they have been replaced by the six pane vertical side-lights one sees today. In the
1960s, the classical balustrades atop the porticos were removed. Also, in the 1960s, a basement level exit was created under the front portico
where a pair of doers, with mesh-wire glass in them, open out o a short flight of concrete steps up to the yard. In 1999, all of the
chimneystacks - faux and actual - had extensive repair work done to them: besides re-pointing, the top halves of most were dismantled,
cleaned and reset as before. And in 2002, the front portico's abutment (or foundation wall), along with that to the front steps, was about sixty
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percent rebuilt - as were those to the south side elevation portico, with new limestone treads set to both. The concrete plaza that descends in
two levels to 2nd Street N.W. was repaved, with a series of iron handrails embedded where it breaks for steps. Thus viewed, the front and side
elevations of the McGuffey School building, in spite of the loss of the portico balustrades and the metal grills, appears exactly as it did in the
photographs taken right after it was completed. This, however, can not be said of the rear elevation - and that is only because of the 1995/96
addition of an elevator housing. (This is a brick tower with a short "lobby" connecting it to the north end of the center pavilion, of unbroken
flat walls that rise to just above the entablature - which it left intact because the tower itself sits out from it. It is entered at parking lot level

through a pair of stainless steel sliding doors.)

THE INTERIOR, IN DETAIL

Dimensions
Three longitudinal corridors, one over the other, their solid brick walls equaling the thickness of the exterior walls, run the length of the

building (north to south), although the one in the basement is divided into two equal sections by what was the warm air chamber. And before
the fire marshall, in 1975, ordered firewalls built, all three opened to the stairwells on each end of the building. From the front portico one
enters the first floor foyer, of fourteen foot width. Directly across the twelve-foot-wide longitudinal corridor is the office. There are the eight
classrooms with adjoining cloakrooms on the first floor, four on either side of the longitudinal corridor with the foyer on the front of the
building and the office on the rear separating them. Those on the end pavilions measure twenty five by thirty two feet, and those in the center
pavilion measure twenty four by thirty two feet. The area of natural light emitted is equal to twenty five percent of the floor space in each. The
classrooms on the second floor measure likewise. In addition to more classrooms the second floor also originally featured the library room,
located directly above the front foyer, and the teachers' restroom, located directly above the office. The overall effect is that of spaciousness
throughout (combined with a generous infusion of direct light), while all three (original) entrances provide easy access to the whole of the

building, and swift egress.

Basement
In the basement, all of the (original) interior walls are of brick, and remain painted still - as the guide books at the time recommended -

with only the longitudinal corridors’ walls (as are the ceilings, other than that in the boiler room) covered with plaster. The floors throughout
are of poured, Portland concrete. Wooden doors with raised panels - those to the boys' and girls' toilets (only one is left) had louvers in the
bottom half - open from the respective rooms off the longitudinal corridors. The rooms also had windows looking out into the corridor, three
3/3 single sashes on hi.nges‘_.per wall. In the north basement, the boys' playroom was equal the length and breadth of two classrooms and their
cloakrooms; on the rear of the building here was the boys' restroom - equaling the length and breadth of a classroom and two back to back
cloakrooms directly above it - and the janitor's room, with a toilet closet, that equaled three quarters of the classroom directly above it. In the
south basement, were the girls' playroom, the girls' toilet and the coal room. What was the coal room's space is several steps down from the
longitudinal corridor. And the boiler room (which is at the rear of the building, dead center, and straddles the office directly above it) is
several steps further again. Directly ahead of the boiler room was the warm air chamber from which hot forced air was directed via ducts to
each classroom - by a motorized fan in the wall between it and the fresh air chamber that was directly below the front foyer. Entrance to these
rooms (originally) was through small closets at the end of each longitudinal corridor. These closets - like the warm air chamber they entered
into - were likewise fitted with thick hot water radiator coils. The fan room - as the fresh air room was also called - drew the fresh air down
from the grill-covered openings on either side of the center window above the front portico through shafis on either side of the first floor front

foyer.

Of all the levels in the building, the basement area, over time, has been the most reconfigured, vet the alterations remain within the
walls of the original rooms. Very early on it appears that the girls' playroom substituted as the school's auditorium, with a stage built at its
south end and a door leading off from it, up a couple of flights of steps to the south entrance landing. In 1975, the stage was closed off to
create a separate artist's studio. In the 1980s and 1990s, the remainder of what had been the girls' playroom was divided by first one then

another loosely attached sheetrock wall.

In the late 1930s, the north portion of the girls’ toilet was bricked off to create a small sewing room with its own door to the
longitudinal corridor. Both the boys and girls toilets underwent a series of alterations over the years and, in 1995/96, both were completely
replaced with modem restroom facilities. The center portion of the south longitudinal corridor, in the 1950s for certain, was partitioned off,
with its own entrance door, to create a small classroom area. The door and steps down to the coal room were not removed when this was done,
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and since 1975 both these rooms have functioned as a sculpture studio. That area of what had been the south longitudinal corridor's north end,
behind this classroom addition, continues to open from its original doorway into the former girls' playroem. In the north basement area, the
windows in the longitudinal corridor, before 1975, were sealed up with sheetrock as well - the three to what had been the bovs' playroom, the
two to the boys' toilet and the one to the former janitor's room. Recently though, the one to the latter has been opened up (this room now is a
glassblower's studio), with its sash found intact. In the 1930s, the janitor's room would become - at the same time that the sewing room was
created in the south basement - the kitchen room, along with the north portion of the boys' toilet adjoining it for the cooking room (at which
time the janitor's toilet closet was removed - and the door down to the boiler room bricked up). Charles Calrow, the Norfolk architect who had
worked with Dr. Johnson on the construction of the McGuffey School building (and later the Venable and Clark school buildings) was the
architect for these alterations. Following this, the boys' playroom would substitute as the school cafeteria. This room today is subdivided into
four artists’ studios by two semi-permanent and one in-permanent sheetrock constructed walls. This is a small example of what Dr. Johnson
meant when he wrote that the building was so planned that it could absorb change within its original layout. The one room in the basement that
remains unchanged is the boiler room. Since 1995/96 a single furnace heats the building. Before that, there were two antiquated furnaces from
the 1940s or 1950s, one of which existed (at least afier they were restarted in 1975) for the-bowdlerizing of it for parts to keep the other
working. Originally, there had been two "horizontal water boilers", not only for direct radiation but to heat those coils in the warm air chamber
and its closets. The warm air chamber, and the fresh air/fan room forward of it, became obsolete in the 1930s, and were used in part for
storage until the city, in 1995/96, removed most of the iron coils (some of those high in the walls remain embedded still) so that the two rooms
could be fully utilized for storage, etc..

Furst Floor

While the longitudinal corridors' walls on all three levels are of solid brick, the walls between the cloakrooms that adjoin each other,
between the cloakrooms and their classrooms, and between the classrooms and the front foyer, and between the the office and the classrooms
are of Jath and plaster. (The plaster throughout the building is original, but for patchwork after repairs and the 1995/96 renovation.) The floors
are of Georgia maple. The exterior doors have limestone thresholds. The woodwork is of simple design and for the most part remains in its
natural color. Exceptions to the latter are that in the elevator corridors and in the office (new woodwork went into the office after the 1980
fire.) Though closed off from the stairs at each end by the 1975 firewalls, there is abundant direct light during most daylight hours in the
longitudinal corridor from the fanlight over the front doors and the tri-parte door and flanking window glass that front the office. It is
otherwise lit today by track lighting on black frames that hang from the black painted ceilings (it is black painted on the walls too. down to the
picture rails). There are three globe lights (modem replicas of the originals that once hung through the corridor), one in the front foyer, and
one at each end of the longitudinal corridor, just inside the firewall doors. Originally, there were hanging globe light fixtures in the classrooms
as well but they were replaced at some point by what looks like 1950s florescent fixtures that remain. All of the classrooms today have at least
one dividing wall that is either semi-permanent or moveable - except for those that are the main gallery, the two dance studios and "the
classroom”, which remain open.

“The classroom”, located on the northwest corner of the building, is the one room that most resembles its former self as a classroom -
though it has lost is cloakroom to the 1995/96 elevater corridor,. It is essentially undivided (it has a moveable wall at the rear) and for the most
part its blackboards (on all three walls, though two are covered) remain intact. (In most of the former classrooms the blackboards are either
covered over, or have been removed altogether along the lines of those in the main gallery and the dance studio.) One can see in the Hoor
where the desks were fastened. Visible too in the wall above the rear blackboard, and at baseboard level next to where the cloakroom
entrances had been, are the outlines of the boarded up warm fresh air entrance "alcove” and the spent air exits respectively. (These are closed
off likewise in all of the former classrooms in the building, in the first floor foyer and in the former basement toilets and playroom as well.} .

During the 1995/96 renovation, the two back-to-back cleakrooms located on the northwest end of the center pavilion were sacrificed
to an elevator corridor with the wall between them removed and their two open entranceways from the respective classrooms plastered over.
The oblong, block-like protruding walls, directly opposite each other, seen jutting out into this corridor now are the faux chimneys' airshafis,
formerly inside each cloakroom. The ceiling here is a drop one, with modern florescent fixtures in it. As for the other cloakrooms during this
renovation, they lost their original porcelain hand basins and water fountains that were replaced by plastic tubs, but otherwise suffered no
further change. Another 1995/96-rencvation change on the first floor was the front to the office. The original tri-parte door and windows
arrangement, that had survived the fire of 1980, was replaced with a somewhat wider metal-framed facsimile with fixed transoms and
sidelights of fireproof glass. It was following the fire of 1980 that the office, originally one room, was divided into a separate office and shop-
reception area. The fire started in an electrical outlet and burned its way through the south wall and into the next room that 1s still the art
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center's main exhibition gallery. The floor of the main gallery had to be replaced - with matching Georgia maple - but that part of the former
office, the front half that became the shop-reception area, remained open to it, giving the main gallery two entrances. The tri-parte window
arrangement from the office to the foyer had to be replaced, as did the former office floor area, along with the woodwork and plaster walls.
(The chimney shafts on either side of the outer door and flanking windows, originally plaster covered, were left bare - for decorative purpose.)
The room that is the main gallery and the former classroom next to it are the most altered rooms, as it were, of all the former classrooms in the
building, in that all trace of the blackboards, etc., have been removed and the walls and woodwork are 100% white painted. During the
1995/96 renovations, these rooms were given doors with fireproof glass windows in them, in place of the originals. In the mid-1980s the wall
between the adjoining cloakrooms was partially removed and one of the erstwhile cloakroom openings to the McGuffey Art Center's main
gallery was wall-boarded-up. In these two former classrooms all of the original woodwork remains, if minus the blackboard troughs and

surrounds and painted white.

The Stairs
From the side entrance landing the stairs continue to rise - from the first floor itself, turning, up to the landing between the first and

second floor (beneath the tall, side elevation window over the respective porticos), before turning again to continue up to the second floor.
"Designed for ease and comfort being five and one half feet wide, having six inch risers and thirteen inch treads, the runs being relieved by a
spacious landing between each story", is how Dr. Johnson described them in his DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PLANT in the July 24,
1915 edition of the Daily Progress. It is how they remain today, in their cast iron, closed stringer frames with cast iron railings and newel posts
coupled with maple banisters making for easy ascent and descent for child and adult alike. The treads, said to have originally been of wood,
are now soapstone - as are the landings between the first and second floor.

In 1995/96, florescent wall fixtures replaced the long hanging globe lights over the landings between the first and second floor;
shorter hanging globe lights hung over the north and south entrance landings.

Second Floor
The center rooms on the second floor were the library or "special instruction room"” and, across the longitudinal corridor from it, the

teachers' rest room. It is not certain if the latter was a "restroom" by today's definition or simply a lounge - or both. It was also the school
infirmary. In 1995/96, this room was enlarged by a couple of feet taken from the adjoining classroom to the south to create a handicapped
accessible men's and women's restroom, each entered from a short lobby off the longitudinal corridor. This replaced a duel set of restrooms
within the original walls of the former teachers' restroom that were entered directly from the longitudinal corridor. It may have been that the
teacher's restroom had been fronted with the same tri-parte door and window arrangement found in the office directly below. This same
arrangement still fronts the former library room across the corridor., The 1995/96-elevator corridor on this floor is the same as on the first
floor, with the former classroom on the northwest comer entered from it. Other than the loss of two cloakrooms, the eight former classrooms
on the second floor retain their original shape, with their original doors and woodwork. The second floor longitudinal corridor is lit by track
lights and two hanging globe replicas while the former classrooms retain their florescent fixtures from the 1950s.

Alterations Within The Building - In Perspective
"School plants are no exception to the general rule that almost all buildings used for any purpose must be changed and modified from

time to time to meet conditions and demands.” wrote Dr. Johnson. "The original layout of McGuffey School was such that it has been easy to
make readjustments as the years have gone by and this structure is still a home for the children who are so fortunate as to attend school here."

The building underwent many alterations during the period of significance as already discussed. The 1980 fire necessitated changes
to the office and main gallery area as discussed above, and in 1995/96, the building was closed for nine months for its most comprehensive
renovation. During this time the elevator tower was added to the rear elevation, with four cloakrooms, two on the first floor and two on the

second floor, sacrificed to created corridors to it.

In addition to the school building, a shed, ca. 1960s, is also located on the property. It is a plywood structure formerly housing either
ground maintenance equipment or playground equipment or both. It originally sat at the far back of the school's playground (and later parking
Jot). It was moved to its present location - close to the southwest corner of the school building/art center - in 1983, when the McGuffey Hill
Condominiums were built - and subsequently turned into an artist's studio. It is a non-contributing building.
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Summary Statement of Significance

The William. H. McGuffey Primary School in Charlotiesville, Virginia, was built between 1915 and 1916. It was named
for the author of the first standard U.S. reader series who was a staunch advocate of public education and a University of Virginia
professor of moral philosophy. The school, a two-story, brick building in the Colonial Revival style, was Charlottesville’s first
primary school building built for that purpose. It was much lauded for its physical harmony, both on its facade and with its interior
layout which followed contemporary guidance for Progressive Era primary and secondary school design. James G. Johnson,
Superintendent of Schools, played a major role determining the features of the school and its appearance and features and used
McGuffey School as a model for other schools he planned in Charlottesville. McGuffey School ceased to be a public school in
1973.

Justification of Criteria: Because of its design and execution which closely followed Progressive Era guidelines for school
construction McGuffey School became a model for subsequent school construction in Charlottesville and is eligible for the
National Register under Criterion C at the local level for architecture. As the first purpose-built primary school in Charlottesville,
as the first area school to employ a female principal, and as a model for subsequent school design and construction in
Charlottesville following the recommendations of Progressive Era educational reformers, the school is also eligible at the local
level under Criterion A in the area of education. The period of significance begins in 1916 when the school opened and ends in
1945. James G. Johnson, Superintendent of Schools, retired in 1945 and this date signals the termination of the school’s first
period of development.

Historical Background

In 1915, Charlottesville had two high schools — Midway School for white students and Jefferson School for African
American students. Each was close to the downtown area and both also housed primary and elementary school grades. There
were also several primary schools for white children housed in private dwellings in the downtown residential area like the "Miss
Virginia Patterson School." The McGuftey School was built to incorporate these primary schools - and the primary grades at
Midway School - under one roof.

The design for the McGuffey School was conceived by James G. Johnson, Superintendent of Schools in Charlottesville,
who "studied the plans of between four and five hundred school buildings in different parts of the country through actual visits
and through plans published in the School Board Journal and in all the books on school architecture that I could lay my hands
upon" and utilized Progressive Era concepts and philosophies of school design and construction. R. E. Lee Taylor, a partner in
the firm of Furguson, Calrow and Tavlor, drew up the plans with Johnson. Every aspect of the McGuftey Schootl was
"scientifically calculated” from the original fresh air intake/heating and ventilation system down to the "correct" amount of natural
light for each classroom. Dr. Johnson chose the name for the school as well.

Construction of the school was made possible through the issuance of a bond. "It is no easy thing," Dr.. Johnson wrote at
the McGuffey School's genesis.

To go through weeks and vears of actual searching for suitable school sites, to determine in light of all the fact
what is best for the general good of the school system in buildings and equipment... to spend long hours in
meetings grappling with the perplexing problems that confront the School Board members who have the
unremunerated burden of patriotic service thrust upon them. The City School Board has gone through this process
with unselfish devotion to the public welfare. The City Council has approved their conclusions and authorized a
bond issue to carry into effect well matured plans evolved through first hand experience in dealing with the most
important factor in the civic life of a community... The responsibility now rests with the voters. Will they face this
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responsibility with patriotic courage??

The voters did, supporting the measure by a majority of more than two to one when voting on the bond issue on July 20,
1915. One month later ground was broken, and the construction of the McGuffey Primary School commenced. Dr. Johnson was
often onsite as the building went up. On September 7, 1916, the Charlottesville Daily Progress announced the opening of the

McGuffey Primary School:

To Dr. James G. Johnson is due the credit for the completion of this up to date and splendid addition to the
educational facihities of this city and section. Not content with obtaining the very best professional skill in the
planning and erection of this building, Dr. Johnson has made the perfect construction of this school house his
special interest and pride. Not a day has passed during the past twelve months since the foundation and the first
brick laid, that has not seen him present at the work at all hours of the day when his duties permitted, seeing to it
that nothing was done in a careless manner, or any act omitted to make the work perfect in every particular. With
him it was a labor of love and the finished edifice, which will start the coming generation of Charlottesville's
youth on the road to learning, is a monument to his faithfulness and zeal in his profession.’

Miss Carrie C. Burnley who served as the first principal of McGuffey School from 1916 to 1945 was Charlottesville’s
first female principal. She attended schools in Albemarle County and a school in Charlottesville conducted by sisters of Dr.
William H. McGuffey and in 1883 began her teaching career in a one-room log schoolhouse near the Mechum River. After
teaching in Harrisonburg she began teaching seventh grade in Charlottesville at Midway School in 1894. She served as assistant
principal of the grammar grades, graduating to the high school department before being selected as principal for the McGuffey
School. At any given year up to eight hundred pupils attended the school. Early on, instituted a cold breakfast program for
"orphans and those in need." Also, between 1916 and 1945, it housed Dr. Johnson’s office as Superintendent of Schools and was

where the school board met.

From 1916 through 1945, McGuffey School offered a "progressive” curriculum. The school had a newspaper, “The
McGuffey Reader,” and a number of extra curricular activities were offered under Miss Burnley's leadership and with Dr.
Johnson's oversight. Many of Charlottesville's white citizens who became prominent in their community or took active roles in its
affairs from the 1940s into the 1990s attended McGuffey School. Also, during this period, the school acted as something as a
community center as well, serving as a meeting hall or functioning as a polling place. And, as a model for an entire system of
public schools, McGuffey School set the standard for architectural quality and educational excellence. In his capacity as
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. James G. Johnson was responsible for the construction of a system of elementary schools in the

city.

In his History of Venable School, 1922-1936, Dr. Johnson wrote: "In the planning and construction of Venable School
and every other building with which T have had anything to do with, the architects and I have had but one aim, to combine the
elements of harinony, simplicity, utility and beauty in such a manner as to be pleasing to the eye and to serve as a comfortable
home at which teachers and children may work together effectively and happily."* Altogether, during his tenure as Superintendent
from 1909 until 1945, Dr. Johnson oversaw the construction of seven schools in the city including two new high school buildings:
the new Jefferson School building in 1926 for the black community and Lane High School for the white community in 1939.
While working within the context of "separate but equal” then guiding the school system, Dr. Johnson anticipated the growing
demand for public education from, and the necessity of making educational opportunity available for, all citizens both black and
white, and he sought o keep ahead of that demand. By the turn of the 20th century, public school enrollment was rising twenty
five percent per decade. Dr. Johnson was as concerned with the direction thai the pubiic education curricuium should take. Dr.
Johnson's own thoughts on the matter might have been revealed in his choice for speaker at the McGuffey School's dedication
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ceremony. Dr. William M. Thornton, Dean of the University of Virginia's Department of Engineering, exhorted his listeners to
support the importance of a comprehensive education as opposed to that which would "hamper its development, cut out of its
curriculum all appeals to the ideal forms in human life and thought, bind it to topics which will pay immediate dividends in wage
earning capacity.” It appears that Dr. Thornton's plea was adhered to. In a 1936 essay entitled “What McGuffey Does for its
Pupils, ” seventh-grade history teacher, Lillie Payne Woodson, quoted John Dewey on community membership and the spirit of
public service in her preface, before going on to laud the school's academic successes as she saw them. She praised, in particular,
the recent introduction of "extra curricular activities" which helped to develop "an appreciation of art, music, literature, ideals of
home life and an intelligent interest, on the part of the community, in the school, its needs and possibilities."

It was in his office at McGuffey that Dr. Johnson planned and oversaw the construction of Charlottesville’s Venable and
Clark Schools, among a number of others, with his architect "of choice", Charles J. Calrow (of Furguson, Calrow & Taylor later
Calrow, Brown & Fitz-Gibbon of Norfolk, Virginia). Johnson in his 1936 school histories described Calrow as "This most skillful
architect who for twenty one years has been my co-worker in developing a group of elementary school buildings."* Most of these
school buildings - all of which are still in use, two as public schools - Johnson modeled after the McGutftey Scheol, his prototype.

In the years that followed, the McGuffey School was at the forefront of the history of public education in Charlottesville.
Established early in the coming of age of public education itself the school served Charlottesville’s white students through two
World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War period and through the efforts in the 1960s to integrate public schools. The
school’s final years as an educational facility witnessed its transformation in 1966 from a white primary school to an integrated
school for students with special needs. In her 2005 “Downtown and North Downtown Architectural Design Control Study,
architecture historian Maral S. Kalbian wrote of McGuffey School: "It had been an all white school for most of its history, but
with efforts to desegregate in the mid-1960s, it ultimately became a primarily black school... (It) ceased to operate as an
elementary school in 1966 and was converted to a racially integrated Special Education Center for mentally retarded but educable
children. In the mid-1970s, McGuffey ceased to function as a school and was converted to the McGuffey Art Center which it
remains today." ®

The McGuffey School building exemplifies Progressive Era philosophy in the field of education and as such, exhibits
most of the requisite features proscribed in a veritable flood of manuals and academic treatises on the subject of public school
planning and construction being published in Virginia and the rest of the country at the end of the 19th Century and well into the
beginning of the 20th.

"Let the school building, then, be solidly built, thoroughly fire proof, abundantly lighted, with adequate, straight halls and
ample stairways, having sunshine and access for the outer air in every room besides abundant forced ventilation” wrote
Frank Irving Cooper in The Planning of Modern School Houses (1910). "Let it be cheerful and attractive without and
within; well placed and supplied with adequate playground and pleasant surrounds and it will not only be a source of
pride, but a blessing to the community, as well as a credit to its designer.” ’

Cooper here easily could have been describing the building that Dr. Johnson, in his Proposed New School Building,
offered to the citizens of Charlottesville in the July 14, 1915 edition of the Daily Progress, where he wrote: 'An effort has been
made to handle every detail to the best advantage for each individual classroom and for the plant as 2 whole. Harmony, simplicity,
utility, beauty have been the ends sought by the architects and school officials.”® In all aspects of the building's planning and
execution, it appears that Dr. Johnson and his architects took to heart the suggestions (and incorporated the vision) of such
expositors on the subject as Cooper and W. G. Bruce (School Architecture: A Handy Manual for the Use of Architects and School
Authorities, published in 1910.
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The McGuffey School building and its playground were sited on an elevated site, situated so that direct sunlight would
fall across the left shoulders of its pupils in those classrooms on the east or front side of the building during the morning hours, as
it would likewise in the afternoon in those classrooms on the west or rear side of the building. There was abundant natural light in
each of its classrooms throughout the school day - where the ratio of natural light emitted to floor space exceeded the percentage
called for in the school construction manuals of the day. Its corridors, playrooms and toilets were exceptionally well lit too. Dr,
Johnson described the basement area in the McGuffey as better lit than the classrooms in most Virginia schools, especially with
the interior windows in its longitudinal corridors. Natural sunlight "is important for proper sanitation," wrote Dr. Johnson, adding
in reference to the McGuffey building. "The most rigid requirements governing the construction of sanitary school buildings have
been complied with both in the general and the detailed scheme."® The original playground, at the rear of the building, equaled the
building's length (it was divided into a girls' side and a boys' side) and about three quarters of its width, and stretched over as level
a surface as possible. By mid-day for much of the school year the playground was almost totally awash with sunlight.

Other features from the contemporary building manuals that were incorporated into the construction of McGuffey School
were its solid brick exterior and interior walls to lessen the risk of fire or to contain fire; a slate covered roof, also for fire
protection, and corridors measuring half the width of the classrooms, open at each end, and without any protruding obstacles so as
to ensure ample passage in case of an emergency. The manuals called for separate entrances for the sexes, complete with a portico

at each entrance, and double doors that opened outward.

The school included a library or "teaching room," considered an essential component by Dr. Johnson, where teachers
might work individually with a pupil, as well as a teachers' restroom (that could substitute as the school's infirmary). Lighting was
important in the “modern” design for the school. The stairs were placed at each end of the building so that they would be lit
naturally from top floor to basement level by the large windows. The stairs themselves were designed with a gentle rise and with
ample width, broken by spacious landings. The basement had ample size playrooms and toilets for each sex, both well ventilated
and the latter with "fixtures of the most approved automatic type."'® Both playrooms and toilets were physically separated to
guarantee privacy. The basement’s boiler room was "entirely fireproof reducing the danger of fire to a minimum.""' Other
basement space was provided for the requisite coal room; the janitor's room (with its own toilet); as well as a fresh air fan room
and a warm air chamber of radiator coils for the indirect radiation system.

The McGuffey School's classrooms were designed to comfortably seat forty-five pupils each, with desks secured to the
floor - between which and the sub-floor was laid a "deadening quilt". Following construction manual guidance, the floors were the
requisite 13-foot pitch and the windows were equipped with "transparent shades that will shut out the dazzling sun light during
that portion of the day when the sun beams directly into the rooms in full force". * There was no wainscoting as it "harbored dirt
and bacteria”."” The classrooms were painted in the recommended colors, those of quiet hues. There was a cloakroom in each
classroom - independently lit, heated and ventilated, and accessed from the classroom by two open entrances that were in direct
view of the teacher's desk. It was equipped with all the necessary implements: racks for coats and hats, boots, umbrellas, and
shelves for lunch boxes. It was equipped, too, with a porcelain hand basin and water fountain.

The classroom blackboards were of natural slate, three and one half feet wide and fitted with chalk troughs covered by
wire screens and were placed at heights to suit the children in each grade placed- . Each classroom had blackboards along three
walls. Heat was from both direct and indirect radiation. In Dr. Johnson's words,

The classrooms are cared for by direct radiation to overcome loses through exposed walls and windows while an
abundant supply of fresh warm air is forced into each room by a motor driven fan from the warm air chamber
located in the basement and supplied with fresh air taken from a point over the front entrance insuring freedom
from pollution of any kind. The air is removed from each room through ventilating flues that lead out to the open

air above the roof. '
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The large amount of space in the building given over to the fresh warm air and the ventilating system in the construction
of the building illustrates the importance of this system in the "sanitation” philosophy at that time. It is described in various details
in al} of the school building manuals and books on "modern school architecture.” The system was eventually discontinued at
McGuffey and elsewhere most likely because of the difficulty of keeping the heat and humidity in near perfect equilibrium as the
system required to function most efficiently.

McGuffey School served as the model for Venable (opened 1925) and Clark (built ca. 1930) elementary schools in
Charlottesville, both of which remain open and active. The three were virtually the same in floor plan and have similar facilities
and features, but each presents a different facade. Venable, located closer to the University of Virginia, has a two-story front
portico with columns and there are two cupolas instead of McGuffey’s massive chimneys. Clarke School lacks the end porticos of
McGuffey, but has a large two-story front portico topped with a classical balustrade. The schools possess the same window
arrangements and all three buildings share similar proportions of length, width and mass.

The William H. McGuffey Primary School building - some alteration not withstanding — retains its original mass and form
and much of its historic materials. It remains a vibrant model of an architectural expression that set the standard for the public
school plant in the first half of the 20th century in the United States. The two schools modeled on McGuffey’s plan --Venable
School and Clark School - are still an intrinsic part of the Charlottesville school system. The McGuffey School building now
functions as the city's art center, still serving the community at large.
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William H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Virginia

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School/McGuitey Art Center is identified on the tax parcel maps for the City of Charlottesville as plot # 174(3) on

Tax Map 33.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property’s boundaries contain all of the acreage currently associated with the McGuffey School building. The rear of the
original school property was sold off and subdivided for a condominium development in the 1980s and is therefore not included.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET William H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Virginia

Section Endnotes Page _13

' History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936. page 28

2 James G. Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 28.

3 James G. Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 32.

* The McGuffey Reader, Edition 1936, Vol. 1-9.

> The McGuffey Reader, Edition 1936, Vol. 1-9.

¢ Maral S. Kalbian, Downtown and North Downtown Architectural Design Control Study..2005.
7 Frank I. Cooper. The Planning of Modern School Houses, 1910.

® James G. Johnson, History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, The McGuffey Reader, Edition 1936,
Vol. 109.

® James G. Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 29.

1® James G. Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1%36, page 29.

1 James G. Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 29.

Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 29.

Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 295.

Johnson, The History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936, page 29.

2 James

James
James

13

14

o Qe



SEE AP 35 -

N [y o S s
I3 .
£ !
e
afe®)
g -
~
i s
2 H
,
:
c

&

[ & Tavmerss
y i =
d 5 (33 b
- iq =5
1 )
3

RIDCE VCINTIRE

IIm

I S

This map is for display purpases only. o Y
mmmmmmmmmmmﬂ. ;_, 3 J
These maps have been updated as of March 2005. I 4 . S

Wm, H., McGuftey Primary School
Charlottesviile, virginia
DHR File # 104-0072-03000









Kathleen S. Kilpatrick
Director

§ Presta Biyjant; Jg Department of Historic Resources

Secretary of Natural Resources

2801 Kensington Avenu%l&}'ﬂlmopd, Virginia 23221-0311
— ThE V4 Tel: (804) 367-2323
C" j\*"" - W 4 Fax: (804) 367-2391

C TDD: (804) 367-2386

Y} www.dhr.virginia.gov
September 22, 2008

Mr. Gary O’Connell

City Manager, City of Charlottesville
P.O. Box 911

Charlottesville, VA 22903

Re: McGuffey School, City of Charlottesville

Dear Mr. O’Connell:

We are pleased to inform you, that at its September 18, 2008 meeting, the State Review Board
concurred with the Department of Historic Resources (DHR) and recommended that you proceed with
preparing a nomination for listing the McGuffey School in the national and state registers. Please note that
the Board’s approval at this stage is only informal, and is not a guarantee that the nomination will succeed.
Listing in the registers is wholly dependent upon the receipt of a more substantially documented
nomination supporting the arguments presented in the PIF and/or raised in staff and board discussions.

For technical details, and while developing the nomination in general, we strongly encourage you
to work closely with Capital Region Preservation Office staff at 804-367-2323, as they will be the best
sources of information. Please also see the attached sheet on the criteria used for listing, which should be
consulted when discussing the property’s historic significance. The National Register of Historic Places
form is used for nominating resources both to the Virginia and the National Registers. You may prepare the
nomination yourself or hire a consultant,

Before making a final recommendation on the resource, the DHR staff, the State Review Board,
and the Historic Resources Board will need to see a fully developed nomination. We caution you that if the
staff or boards do not feel that a sufficient argument has been made for a resource, we may ask for more
information or recommend that the nomination no longer go forward. A recommendation to continue is
also subject to re-evaluation if the architectural and/or archaeological resource is significantly altered,
remodeled, or partially demolished, or if further research reveals that the resource is less significant than
originally proposed. Should the preparation of a nomination go forward, you will be notified prior to any
formal action by the Department. Thank you for your interest in the register program, and congratulations
on proceeding successfully this far.

Sincerely,

] -

Marc Christian Wagner 4
Director, Resource Information Division

cc: Mr. Richard Thrift

Enclosure
Administrative Services Capital Region Office Tidewater Region Office Roanoke Region Office Northern Region Office
10 Courthouse Avenue 2801 Kensington Ave. 14415 Old Courthouse Way, 2™ Floor 1030 Penmar Ave., SE 5357 Main Street
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 Newport News, VA 23608 Roanoke, VA 24013 PO Box 519
Tel: (804) 863-1624 Tel: (804) 367-2323 Tel: (757) 886-2807 Tel: (540) 857-7585 Stephens City, VA 22655
Fax: (804) 862-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Fax: (757) 886-2808 Fax: (540) 857-7588 Tel: (540) 868-7031

Fax: (540) 868-7033



Criteria for Listing
in the Virginia Landmarks Register
and the National Register of Historic Places
as specified by the National Park Service in Bulletin 16A

Criteria for Evaluation: The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations: Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties
owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from
their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in
nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be
considered eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are
integral parts of districts that do meet the criterfaor if they fall within the following categories:

a. A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or

b. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic
person or event; or

¢. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building directly associated with his or her productive life; or

d. A cemetery which derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent

importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events; or
e. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a
dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure with

the same association has survived; or

f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

g. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.
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Mr. Gary O’Connell RECEIVED

City Manager, City of Charlottesville

P.0. Box 911 AUG 18 2008

Charlottesville, VA 22903
Re: McGuffey School, City of Charlottesville ME‘GHB@RHOOD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Dear Mr. O’Connell:

We are pleased to inform you that the Evaluation Team of the Department of Historic Resources
(DHR), Virginia’s historic preservation office, has considered the historic significance of the McGuffey
School. After careful consideration of the information submitted thus far, the team recommended that you
proceed with preparing a nomination for the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks
Register. The property is ot listed at this stage, but only recommended for continuation in the register
process. Before official listing, a full nomination will need to be submitted to DHR for review.

The next step is for the State Review Board to consider the DHR staff’s recommendation. The
resource has been included on the Board’s agenda for the upcoming meeting on Thursday, September 18,
2008. The Preliminary Information Form session, where the McGuffey School will be considered, starts
after lunch in the Collections Room of the Department of Historic Resources at 2801 Kensington Avenue,
Richmond, Virginia. This is an informal meeting, during which you may ask the Board for advice on
preparing the nomination if you wish, though it is not necessary that you be present. Following this meeting,
you will be notified by letter whether the Board agrees with the staff’s recommendation to proceed.

If you decide to proceed with the requirements for listing on the registers, the final completed and
staff-approved nomination will then go before the Boards again, at which time they will vote to recommend
the property for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and to Yst the property in the Viiginia
Landmarks Register.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the recommendation or meeting process, please
contact me at 804-367-2323, extension 115.

Sincerely,

¥ Marc Christian Wagner
Director, Resource Information Division

cc: Mr. Richard Thrift

Administrative Services Capital Region Office Tidewater Region Office Roanoke Region Office Northern Region Office
10 Courthouse Avenue 2801 Kensington Ave. 14415 Old Courthouse Way, 2™ Floor 1030 Penmar Ave., SE 5357 Main Street
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 Newport News, VA 23608 Roanoke, VA 24013 PO Box 5 1?

Tel: (804) 863-1624 Tel: (804) 367-2323 Tel: (757) 886-2807 Tel: (540) 857-7585 Stephens City, VA 22655
Fax: (804) 862-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Fax: (757) 886-2808 Fax: (540) 857-7588 Tel: (540) 868-7031

Fax: (540) 868-7033



L. Preston Bryvant. Jr.
Secretary of Natural Resources -

Administrative Services
10 Courthouse Avenue

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221

Kathleen 8. Kilpatrick
Director

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391
TDD: (804) 367-2386
www.dhryirginia.gon

July 14, 2008

Mr. Richard Thrift
403 Altamont Circle, #3
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Re: McGuffey School, Charlottesville

Dear Mr. Thrift:

Thank you for submitting such a comprehensive Preliminary Information Form for the
McGuffey School in Charlottesville. On July 10, 2008 the Evaluation Team of the Department of
Historic Resources considered the eligibility of the McGuffey School for potential inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. It was the opinion
of the team, after careful consideration of the information submitted thus far, that the property
appears to meet the National Register of Historic Places criteria for eligibility under Criteria A
and C in the areas of architecture and education.

The next step in the evaluation process is for the State Review Board to consider the
DHR staff’s recommendation. The resource will be included on the Board’s agenda for the
upcoming meeting on Thursday, September 18. The Preliminary Information Form session starts
after lunch around 1:30 p.m. You will receive additional information from our Register staff
regarding the time and location of the meeting in mid-late August. You are welcome to attend,
though it is not necessary that you be present. Following this meeting, you will be notified by
letter of the Board’s recommendation.

The property is not listed at this stage but only recommended for continuation in the
register process. Before official listing, a full nomination will need to be submitted to DHR for
review. The final completed and staff-approved nomination will then go before the Boards again
at which time they will vote to recommend the property for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places and to list the property in the Virginia Landmarks Register.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the recommendation or meeting process,
please contact me at 804-367-2323, ext. 111 or by email at Kristin.Kirchen@dhr.virginia.gov. 1
am also available if you have any questions about preparing a National Register nomination.

Sincerely,

Kristin Kirchen, Architectural Historian
Capital Region Preservation Office

Mary J oy Scala, City of Charlottesville
Cap

nital Region Office Tidewater Region Office
2801 Kensington Ave. 14415 Old Courthouse Way. 2% Floor
Richmond. VA 2322] Newport News. VA 23608

Roanoke Region Office Northern Region Office
1030 Penmar Ave., SE 5357 Main Street
Roanoke. VA 24013 PG Box 319

Petersburg. VA 23803
Tel: (804) 863-1624
Fax: (804) 862-6196

Tel: (R04) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391

Tel: (7571 886-2807
Fax: (757) 886-2808

Tel: (540) 857-7585
Fax: (540) 857-7588

Stephens City, VA 22655
Tel: (540) 868-7031
Fax: (540) 868-7033



January 22, 2008

Ann Andrus, Director

Capitol Regional Preservation Office
Va, Dept. of Historic Resources

2801 Kensington Ave.

Richmond, Va.23221

Dear Ms, Andrus:

I herein submit a Virginia Department of
Historic Resources Preliminary Information Form
on the McGuffey School building in Charlottesville,
Virginia for your evaluation.

It is perhaps more inclusive than need be at
this stage in the process, but I felt it proper
to demonstrate to the city, its owner, at the
outset that I was capable of making an adequate
agrument on the building's behalf. Those in your
office with whom I have been in contact said it
was alright to do so.

Please let me know what changes to make or
mistakes to correct, if deemed necessary, 1n order
to present the building in a more accurate and
thus favorable light.

Sincerely yours, .
Q DoemlD iy

Richard Thrift

403 Altamont Circle #3.
Charlottesville

Virginia 22902
(rthrift2222@hotmail.com)
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221
Telephone: (804) 367-2323 Fax: (804) 367-2391

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY

The following constitutes an application for preliminary consideration of eligibility for the nomination potential of a
property to the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Regster of Historic Places. This does not mean that a
property is being nominated to the registers at this time. Rather, it is being evaluated to determine if it qualifies for such
listings. Applicants will be notified of the staff’s and the State Review Board's recommendations.

Contact the Virginia Department of Historic Resources Archivist to determine if previous survey material for this
property is on file, and if the resource has been previously evaluated by DHR. Obtaining previously recorded
information could save a significant amount of time in prepating this Preliminaty Information Form (PIF). The
archivist may be reached by phone at (804) 367-2323, ext. 124, or by email at . The
archivist will also give you the address of the regional office to which you should send your completed PIF materials.

Please type this form and, if additional space is needed, use 84" X 11" paper. If an electronic version of this PIF is
available, it would be helpful if it could be submitted on a disc, or via ematl to the archivist. Note: All submitted
materials become the property of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and will not be returned.

!/l{hotogmphs: Please provide at least four (4) black and white (B&W) photographs (generally North, South, Fast and
West elevations) and four (4) B&W photographs of the interior space. Also provide photographs of other buildings on
the property and views of the general setting. The inclusion of photographs is essential to the completion of this
application. Without photographs, the application cannot be evaluated, Photographs should be labeled on the
reverse side in soft pencil or china marker (not with adhesive labels), and are not to be mounted or affixed in any way.

Digital Images: We cannot accept digital photographs in lieu of 35 mm B&W prints, however we welcome them as
supplements.

Maps: Please include two (2) maps showing the location of the propetty:
¥ A copy of a USGS Quad map with name of county/city printed on map and with the name of the property
indicating its location (USGS Quadrangle maps can be ponted free of charge from or can
be bought from many surveying or engineering supply stores), and
¢ A sketch site plan showing the primary resource, outbuildings, potential and/or known archaeological sites,
highways, and main roads (noting street and route numbers), and other features that are important in conveying
the significance of the total property. Please include 2 "North" arrow.

Before submitting this form, please make sure that you have included the following:
Labeled USGS Quadrangle map

Sketch site plan map of property

4 labeled B&W exterior photos

4 labeled B&W interior photos

General surrounding photos (labeled)

Completed Resource Information Sheet, including
o Owmer’s signature
«8  Applicant contact information
o City or county official’s contact information

R

Thank you for taking the time to submit this Preliminary Information Form. Your interest ini Virginia’s historic
resources is helping to provide better stewardship of our cultural past.
Prehngnary Information Form



Virginia Department of Historic Resources
PIF Resource Information Sheet

This information sheet is designed to provide the Virginia Department of Historic Resources with the necessary data to be able
to evaluate the significance of the property for possible listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of
Historic Places. This is not a formal nomination, but a necessary step in determining whether or not the property could be
considered eligible for Listing. Please take the time to fill in as many fields as possible. A greater number of completed fields
will result in 2 more timely and accurate assessment. Staff assistance is available to answer any questions you have in regards to

this form.

General Pro Information For Staff Use Only
pmyMcGuffey School (common) DHR ID #:
McGuffey Art Center (current)
Property Name(s): Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School (historic)
Property Date(s): 1915/16 [(Girca [JPre [JPost Open to the Public?  [XYes [INo
Propesty Address: 201 2nd Street N. W, " Gty Charlottesville Zip: 22902
County or Ind. Gity: city USGS Quad@PTM 17 720930E 4212173N (NADR?)

Physical Character of General Surroundings

Acreage: 1.882 Setting (choose one): F|City [JUtban [JTown [JSuburban [JRural [JTransportation Corridor

Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features:

Please see Continuation Sheet 1

Secondary Resource Description (Briefly describe any other structures (or archaeological sites) that may contribute to the
significance of the property:

None

Ownersship Category: [ IPrivate E]Public-Local [JPublic-State [ JPublic-Federal

Individual Resource Information

What was the historical use of this resource? Examples include: Dwelling, Grist Mill, Bridge, Store, Tobacco Barn, etc. ..

Education: primary & elementary school; school board office
~Artists cooperative: 8 :
What is the current use? (if other than the historical use) galleries (also art teaching facility)

Colonial Revival
ée Taylor arle oW © . OW
Architect, builder, or origind owner: & Taylor, Norfolk, Va, (with Dr, James G, Johnson,
> Chv. Superintendent of Schools); Chv., Lumber Co.
# of stories Condition: [ ]Excellent [{Good [JFair [Deteriorated [JPoor [ JRuins [ JRebuilt [CIRenovated

[ Are there any known threats to this property? None known of i

Architectural style or elements of styles:




Resource Component Information

Please answer the following questions regarding the individual componeants of the resource. If the component does not exist,
answer “n/a” If you feel uncomfortable in answering the question, please leave the space blank. Photographs of the features
can also help our staff identify specific feature componeats. Usually, priority is given to describing features on the primary

(front) facade of the structure.

Foundation: Describe the foundation that supports the structure. Examples include piers, continuous brick, poured concrete.
Please see Continuation Sheet 4

Structure: Describe the primary structural component of the resource. Include prmary material used. Examples include log,
frame (sawn lumber), and brick. Also include the treatment, such as a particular brick bond or type of framing, if known.

Ditto
Walls: Describe the exterior wall covering such as beaded weatherboard or asbestos shingles.
Ditto

Windows: Describe the number, material, and form of the prmary windows. This includes the number of panes per sash, what
the sashes are made of, and how the sashes operate (are they hinged or do they skde vertically) Have the windows been replaced?

Ditto
Porch: Briefly describe the primary (front) porch. List the primary material, shape of the porch 10of, and other defining details.
Ditto

Roof: Describe the 100f, listing the shape and the covering material.
Please see Continuation Sheet 5

Chimney(s): List the number of chimneys and the materials used. Include the brick bond pattern if possible.
Ditto

Architectural Description of Individual Resource: (Paas descrive architeitural patterns, types, features, addstions, remodelings,
or other alterations. A sketch of the current floor plan would be appreciated)

Please see Continuation Sheet 6



Significance Statement: Briefly note any significant events, personages, and/or families associated with the property.
(Detailed family genealogies are not necessary.) Please list all sources of information. It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or
genealogies to this form. Normally, only information contained on this form is forwarded to the State Review Board.

Please see Continuation Sheet 20



Legal Owner(s) of the Property (For more than one owner, please use a separate sheet.)

City of Charlottesville
Mr. [] Mrs[] :
Ms. []Miss[] Mr. Gary O'Connell, City Manager

P.0. Box 911 Charléttesville, Virginia ®m ) 22902,
‘Address, Ct ip Code,
( ) ( ?434) 970_310§fw) Eip )
s) (Daytime telephone including area code)
Owner’s Signature: M O//// Date: 6/ ) K

/ /
In the event of cotporate ownership\ you must provide the name and title of the appropriate contact person.

Contact person:

Daytime Telephone:  ( )

Applicant Information (Individual completing form if other than legal owner of property)

. [R Mrs.
Mr. [3 Mrs[] Richard Thrift

Ms. [ | Miss[]

403 Altamont Circle # 3 "“Charlottesville, Virginia ®™ | 22902

(Address Ci ip Code
rthrift2222enetmail . com ©» none S
(Email Address) (Daytime telephone including atea code)
*
Applicant’s Signature: @\M (V‘“*(:A' Date: \h\q .22, 300%

Notification
In some circumstances, it may be necessary for the department to confer with or notify local officials of proposed listings of
properties within their jurisdiction. In the following space, please provide the contact information for the local County

Administrator or City Manager.

Mr. [] Mes[ ] Dr. []
Miss [ ] Ms.[] Hon[[]  Me.Gery O0‘Connell, (ity Manaqer
L (Name) Y - (Position)
Cib, g Charlotesv(|c Peo. Sox 911
Cocalit) (Address)
Chartollesville VA 22902 (434) 170 - 310 |
(City) (State) {Zp Code) {Daytime telephone including area code)

Please use the following space to explain why you are seeking an evaluation of this property.

Please see Continuation Sheet 19

Would you be intetested in the State and/or the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits? Yes[ ] No[]
Would you be interested in the easement program? Yes [ ] No [}



Preliminary Information Form McGuffey School
Continuation Sheet 1 Charlottesville, Va,

SITE DESCRIPTION NOTES/NOTABLE IANDSCAPE FEATURES

It is a city block in length, the McGuffey School
site, with the building itself almost equal to it but
which is set back about one hundred feet from the side-
walk fronting 2nd Street N.W.. Across a gradually 'sloping
lawn (of some shade trees and heavy, flowering shubbery)
as 2nd Street N.W., from the western reach of Jefferson
Street, slowly descends to its junction with West Market
Street (that forms the southern boundary of the property,
behind a steepening retaining wall, as said thoroughfare
itself descends in a westerly direction). The building,
meanwhile, remains on level ground, rising two stories
from a high basement to a "moderate pitch" hipped roof.
From either its West Market Street corner or its West
Jefferson Street corner (the corner more or less level
with the lawn's brédth), the building poses a striking
visual stance. A broad parade of steps, thrice broken
by "plazas” lead up to the centered, single story portico,
these bordered en route by some of the aforementioned
shubbery. (The majority of this shubbery is planted
along the foot of the basement wall.) Two ample . walk-
ways (the one on the north, nowadays, doubles as a "fire
lan€"; the other has its near-original iron pipe railing,
on either side of it, in tact) traverse too, from the 2nd
Street N,W, sidewalk, but along the opposite sides of
the property to the building's north and south end por-
ticos respectively (and on to the parking lot at the
rear of the building). Abutting this north end walkway
(and "fire lane") is a retaining wall - that begins,
where the bordering shubbery here leaves off at a short
flight of steps up to an off-street parking area, just
as one approaches the north east corner of the building,
is made of concrete but further on, once past the north
west corner of the building, becomes one of russet-color
stone, finely laid, that possibly stretched full length
before the hillock it contained was considerably height-
ened, when looking directly across from the north portico,
to form a shoulder (as well as that off-street parking
area) for what has long been a wide entrance driveway
for the McGuffey building and the more recent McGuffey
Hill Condaminiums., Along the uphill south end walkway,
between it and West Market Street below, the ground falls
away precipitously beneath a narrow fringe of spindly
trees, vine-shrouded and held in check by the pipe rail-
ing, then by a wire fence stretching all the way back
to a redpainted plywood shed - currently in use as an
artist's studio - in the south western corner of the
McGuffey building's parking lot. (This shed had earlier
sat far back, in the area of the condominiums; and had



Preliminary Information Form McGuffey School
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possibly been a gardening or tool shed for the school,
or even a place to store playground equip ment,)

Directly adjac ent to the north of the McGuffey
School (since 1975 the McGuffey Art Center) property,
and across that wide entrance driverway (that quickly
climbs, then descends, over a "hump”), and on a slightly
higher elevation than both, is the McGuffey Park, a
small (1.1 acre) tree-shaded, neighborhood park and
children's playground (due for a massive makeover, with
city and privately raised funds, in the spring of '07).
The park too fronts 2nd Street N.W. from behind the
rem nants of a stone retaining wall of a pre-1930s
residential property (the 1920 Sanborn Map shows a sub-
stantual house still on it), from 2nd Street N.W.'s
junction with West High Street south to the corner of
West Jefferson's termination and that aforementioned
driveway directly across from it. (In 1945 this property
was donated to the Charlottesville School Board and
apparently from that time, until the McGufer building
ceased to function as a public school in 1974, was used
as an extension of the school's playground, )

Forming something of a panoramic backdrop across
the rear (to the west here) of both properties - the
McGuffey Schoolsite and that of the McGuffey Park - and
yet unobtrusively so, are the gable ends of the McGuffey
Hill Condominiums (1983), a stretched out groupings of
five clustered A-frame like gray painted gable-roofed
rather "squat" dwellings with low off white stucco walls
and matching semi-open carports in the same muted colors
(211 tree-shaded likewise as the park), these latter
structures arranged as to present something of a low
bulwalk behind the McGuffey building's parking lot as
well as closes off solidly the western boundary of the
park, as the condominium cluster itself circumnavigates -
from north to south - the western cusp of what was erst-
while known as Beck's Hill. The southern half of which
had been the original playground to the school (along
with the present parking lot behind the building, which
together with the building and lawn fronting 2nd Street
N.W,),or all that between the present entrance driveway -
formerly,I might add, an extension ¢f West Jefferson -
and West Market Street, had been the Patterson family
property (or what was referred to at the time as "the
Patterson site”) until purchased by the Charlottesville
School Board in July of 1915 (at which time the Federal
Era house and dependencies -~ one of which had previously
housed part of the city's first public primary school -
for while children - were torn down in preparation for |
the construction of the Wm., H. McGuffey Primary School), i
A location - as Dr., James G. Johnson, Charlottesville's
Superintendent of Schools and the force beind the building
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of this "modern plant”, described at the time to the local
newspaper, The Daily Progress - "of ample size, approxi-
mately three and one fifth acres, giving an abundance of
play space for eight hundred children; splended elevation
assuring a free circulation of air and perfect drainage;
accessibility to the main thoroughfares yet in a quiet
zone free from the disturbances caused by an ever increas-
ing tide of traffic.".

The expanded view from the McGuffey School building's
front portico, looking east (with a glance to the immedi-
ate northeast and southeast - between High and Market
Streets) is the greater part of the whole of Historic
Downtown Charlottesville (the Charlottesville and Albe-
marle County Courthouse Historic District and the Down-
town and North Downtown Architectural Design Control
District). A spread out area of late Federal Era originals,
high and low Victorian, Greek Revivals, in particular
one near perfect Classical Revival or Beau Art, a gargan-
tuan Neo Gothic church (filling the block opposite the
McGuffey Park along 2nd Street N.W.), two formal.parks
with notable equestrian statues and much Colonial Revival
architectural examples to admire - besides the McGuffey
School building, anchoring here its western most reaches -
of which some is "pure" and others perhaps not quite so.
(The most impressive of these Colonial Revivals - besides
the fenestration on a church or two - and near equal in
size - since it was extended to its present length in
the 1930's - is the former Federal Building, and main
post office, now the main branch of the Jefferson-Madison
Regional Library, built in 1906, on West Market Street.)
Looking south, one block over, is Charlottesville's
celebrated Downtown Pedestrian Mall, it anchored at its
western end by the glass and brick ediface of the Omni
Hotel, (It was the Downtown Mall, created in 1977 out
of the old West Main Street, and the regeneration of
the McGuffey School building as the McGuffey Art Center
in 1975, that did much to save the downtown area from
going "derelict” in the 1980s, which has been duely
acknowledged in print, and were most instrlimental in
Charlggtesville receiving "All American City" status in
1979.)*-

In an about face from the McGuffey School building's
front portico, the downtown area's two ma jor thorough-
fares - West Market Street and West High Street, the first
passing on the south side of the McGuffey School property
and the second along the north side of McGuffey Bark -
converge at the bottom of McGuffey/Beck's Hill to enter
streets travelling westward towards the University of
Virginia and the Rugby Road Historic District respectively,

about a mile or so hence.

*"Downtown Mall: Charlottesville's Public square"
i~ John Yellig

The Daily Progress

June 25, 2006
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Continuation Sheet 4

Charlottesville, Va,.

RESQOURCE COMPONENT INFORMATION

Fountation: Poured concretfup to three feet in height

Structure:

Walls:

Windows:

Porch:

from the basement floor, followed by a foot
brick courses - "tarred" on the exterior -
before ground level,

Brick (exterior walls, basement interior walls
and first and second floor longitudinal walls);
wood (joists, floors above the basement, the
walls between cloakrooms and classrooms and
between cloak rooms and cloakrooms, and the
rafters).

Brick (running or stretcher bond, with free
mix of darker and lighter bats; headers atop
the water table; headers and "soldiers” used
together in end elevation panels and as chim-
ney decoration); cast stone (belt course above
the water table, thresholds and window sills;
columns and pilasters, splayed lintels with
keystones; inset panels above first floor
windows - on the facade- of "garlands"); and a
wood entablature,

Eight in groups of five, 9/9 (four on each
floor); one 12/12 flanked by six pane side-
lights; four cloakroom 4/Us; twelve basement
6/6s; and the fanlight over the front door,
semi-circular and of fourteen panes, All

sashes are of wood and are set in wood frames;
and - except for the fanlight, which is fixed -
are double hung/sliding. And all are original
(minus a number of the original, wavy glass,
panes),

Tuscan portico of four cast stone columns

and two pilasters that flank a double-leaf
door set of raised panels that is topped by

a semi-circular fanlight., The entablature is
of wood beneath a flat tin covered roof. Its
floor is of poured cement, and is reached by
a broad flight of limestone steps (both steps
and portico are flanked by a three foot brick
wall capped with limestone blocks). A portico
of less bredth and length, and at ground level,
is on each end elevation as well.



Preliminary Information Form McGuffey School

Continuation Sheet 5 Charlottesville, Va.
Roof': Hipped, of "moderate" pitch, and covered
with slate,

Chimney(s): Two actual (with "crowns”) and eight "faux"
(for "vitiated" air: part of the original
heating and fresh air ventilation system),
in groups of two (these latter joined to-
gether by "aprens" of brick courses), with
flat decoration (headers and soldiers) and
topped or capped by great slabs of limestone.
In running or stretcher bond, like the walls
of the building itself.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF INDIVIDUAL RESQURCE

The Facade: Overview

The architectural style is Colonial Revival at its
height. In general, that is: given that even the basic
rules of proportion needed, in this particular case, to
compromise with the essential requirements of what was
to be a modern public school building in the construction
of its facade. Which here more or less succeeded (when
it is a given that most representations of this style
are not "historically correct") in creating a harmony of
the whole - in impression if hardly academically precise -
not always found in the movement's precedents. Such is
its collective effect. Rough ly speaking, each of its
halves, from ground level to chimney top, closely equals
a tri-angle in two parts, as do the end pavilions from
the water table to cornice. With the primary windows,
in their single components, exhibiting a ratio of 1:2;
the same goes for the singular secondary windows above
the water table., The basement windows are about 1:1.5
and the double-leaf front door(s) is a square (and is
almost two to one when including the fanlight). The pitch
of the roof is about forty degrees or "moderate", hipped
(as has been described), sat upon a two story plus base-
ment rectangular plan, about 1.5:4, and two rooms with
a corridor between them deep. (It was suggested in con-
temporary school architecture manuals that a corridor
should equal half the breadth of a classroom, which here
it does.) And devided lengthwise in three pavilions
(front and rear elevation of the building an exact
facimile in this respect)., A long center pavilion of
the space of two classrooms on either side of a front
entrance foyer (on the first floor, with the office
beyond that), delicately accented by the slight (one
foot) projection of the two end pavilions (they being
complete with a miniscule forward raised hipped outline
in the roof directly above them), and of one classroom
each., All of which is broken by the shallow protuberance
of a single story portico (Tuscan),with its full frontage
rise of steps, that rounds out this balance of parts
that achieves over all a loose, if no less visually
pleasing symmentry. (The foregoing ratios, I must state,
are "approximate" - as exact measurements have not been
taken. )

The Facade: In detail
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In the basement wall there are six windows on either
side of the portico's foundation (on the rear elevation
it is the brick enclosed stoop roof over the boiler room
steps that devides them); and two windows flank each side
of the north and south - or end elevation - porticos.
Their wood frames set upon cast stone sills. Are 6/6
double hung sliding sashes, all original. And are topped
by a contineous cast stone belt course (that caps as well
the slightly projected brick course of water table headers
inbetween)., That is three windows apeice in the end pavil-
ions, spaced uniformly with the parade of the classroom
windows above; and six in the center pavilion, three on
each side of the portico's foundation (on the real elevat-
ion, the boiler room porch), that are pPlaced asymmetrically,
if matchingly so.

Above the water table, the first and second floors
of the end pavilions have one set of windows each, in
"groupings" of five, and are 9/9 double-hung sliding
sashes. (All of the windowe - sashes and frames, etec, -
in the building - except for one which will be explained
further on - are original, if minus a number of the early,
wavy-glass panes.) In the center pavilion on the first
floor, and flanking the portico, are one set of five so
"grouped"” windows that are likewise 9/9 double-hung
sliding sashes. With two 4/4 double-hung sliding sash
windows, slightly spaced apart, for lighting the back to
back cloakrooms (artists' closets now) to each's ad joining
classroom (now studio space). Which is repeated on the
second floor. Except for the center window over the portico:
a tri-parte window, with 12/12 double-hung sliding sashes
in the middle aperture and flanking sidelights of six
panes a piece - something of a "Palladian window varient" -
and slightly shorter, heightwise, from the bottom upward,
than the rest., (Originally, there was decorative "grill-
work" in the space of those sidelights: wvisible in the
1916, 1918 and 1928 photographs; in the 1936 photographs
the present sidelights are already in place. Dr. James G,
Johnson, in describing the proposed plant’s heating and
ventilation system, wrote of "an abundant supply of fresh
warm air is forced into each room by a motordriven fan
from the warm air chamber located in the basement and
supplied with fresh air taken through shafts from a point
over the front entrance insuring freedom from pollution
of any kind.". Directly behind these sidelights today
are small, boxlike closets, complete with narrow, paneled
doors, but their walls are still tin-lined and the floors
in them - though a close match with the maple flooring
of the former library room here - are obviously "built-
ins",) This triple window (center) arrangement is re-
peated on both the first and second floors of the rear
elevation (and both of these too are slightly shorter,
from the bottom up, than those on either side of them),
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only here the sidelights - separate windows altogether,
with a short space of brick course between each - were
originally 6/6 double-hung sliding sashes (the top sashes
of those on the second floor were removed sometime before
1975 for the installation of exhaust fans; those on the
first floor, replaced after the fire of 1980, are L/6

and the central window is 8/12, doublé-hung but with top
saghes fixed; the second floor central window itself re-
mains the original 12/12 double-hung window with sliding
sashes). The single tall windows directly above the north
and south end elevation porticos respectively - a matching
set of 12/12 double-hung sliding sashes to a set - are

for lighting the stairs within (and before the 1975 built
"firewalls", the first and second floor longitudinal
corridors as well). The twenty one light, fixed sash
transom above the end elevation set of doors below the
latter (and under each's portico roof) once_lit. the lengths
of the north and south longitudinal corridors in the base-
ment likewise,

All windows aforementioned have cast sione sills. All
first floor windows have cast stone splayed lintels/with
keystones (including the north and south end elevation
windows above the porticos). Between the first and second
story primary windows (the five-grouped classroom/now
studio windows) are slightly oblong cast stone panels
inset with a garland of grapes raised in relief., (These
are not repeated on the rear elevation,) Cn the north
and south end elevation walls there are large double pro-
files or panels, in the brick jtself, of equal breadth
but the top one about a forth of the height of the much
taller bottom one - to break the flat expanse on either
side of the respective portico and tall, double set of
a window above it. Which are defined by a rectangle of
double course raised headers on the outer perimeter
(the outside course projecting further than that of the
inside course) and a single course of stretcher ends,
recessed lengthwise, to delineate the inner profile.

The single story front portico rests upon a brick
abutment (with poured concrete flooring), equal to the
first floor level, with three foot side walls flanking
the portico itself that are capped with laid blocks of
l1imestone (that descend to buttress the long flight of
1imestone steps)i the flat, tin-covered roof and wood
entablature (with "McGuffey School" in dark metallic
letters embossed across its frieze) is supported by four
Tuscan columns (with two pilasters in relief against
the wall of the building itself), of cast stone (the
north and south end elevation porticos, both narrower
in length and shorter in depth, are supported by two
columng only - with pilasters - and are more or less
at ground level: the south portico beginning so, but
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but is reached by a short flight of limestone steps, with
brick piers flanking the steps that are also topped by
limestone blocks). All three porticos were originally
crowned by low, classical balustrades of wood that are
shown still in place in a 1959 photograph of the building
(but by 1975 had been removed). Above the set of front
doors (a double-leaf) is-a fixed, semi-circular fanlight
of fourteen panes (both door and fanlight are surrounded
by an architrave of solid proportions). The "1800" style
wooden doors have raised panels, six to each (likewise
the north and south portico doors - and all afixed with
heavy brass hardware, on the inside as well as on the out-
side). Over the north and south portico doors is the
aforementioned fixed, retangular transom of twenty one
lights, (The doors to the boiler room steps, entered
directly from what was once the playground and now the
parking lot, on the rear elevation, are a heavy, also
paneled, pair with a single square window light in each,
but are considerably smaller in size.)

The entablature, of wood, which begins directly above
the second story primary windows, a strong, well defined
"Georgian" architrave, rises to a fine modillion cornice
that is most impressive, its parts in perfect proportion
to each other (and behind which is the hidden trough of
a "Baltimore gutter”). The hipped roof, already described,
is massive - and on such a building might appear over-
bearing - but it is complimentary here in balance with
the whole., It is covered in slate laid in a “course
pattern”. (All of the materials used in the construction
of the McGuffey School would have been produced locally -
of which there would have been a prodigious supply.)

Of the chimney's there are two actual ones and eight
"faux" ones - or air vents, the latter (with a classroom
on each floor sharing one each, along with the original
toilet rooms and playrooms in the basement). The two
actual chimneys, with slightly accented crowns (a relief
of verticle stretchers or "soldiers" topped by a course
of headers) and placed about ten feet apart, rise from
the boiler room in the basement to just behind the ridge
of the roof, with the dead center of the building half
way between each (originally there were two furmances -
of the "horizontal" variety, most likely - given the space
allowed between these two chimneys and the fact that such
were recommended as best compatible with the origional
ventilated hot and fresh air component to the building's
heating system; one apparently for each side of the
building). The "faux" chimneys - or shafts for venting
the building of spent air (or were before the interior
registers were "boarded up") - are flat walled oblong
boxlike stacks rising from the attic interior to the
height of the actual chimneys (without definative crowns,
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only a smooth course of standing stretchers or "soldiers"
at the crest, with likewise rim of headers, that are
ultimately capped with great stone slabs resting upon
corner piers) and are situated at each end of the center
pavilion, on either side of the roof's ridge, in groups
of two, their narrowist profiles aforefront, which are
joined by slightly indented brick "aprons", rising from
flashing to crest across the space of several feet sepa-
rating them - as supports, presumably, as these stacks,
as before stated, are of brick only from the attic beams

up.

There has been little to no discernable alteration
to the facade - or to the end elevations - of the build-
ing since it was constructed in 1915/16. An emergency
exit was cut low into the south side of the portico's
abutment or foundation, where it junctures with the base-
ment wall proper (an inset alcove, with a double set of
doors set back further into it, a window in each, from
which railed cement steps ascend quickly to the ground
level: ©built probably in the late 1950s or early 1960s -
or perhaps as late as when the building was used as a
special learning center for the "educatable mentally
handicapped” from 1966 to 1974); that even without the
shrubbery in front of it would be barely discernable
from the street, Otherwise, it was only the replacement
of those air  vent grills with sidelights, before 1936
already, and the removal of the balustrades atop all
three porticos sometime after 1959,

A major repair job in 2001 saw the front portico's
abutment and walls about sixty percent rebuilt, including
the steps and "plazas" down to the street (which, in the
case of the limestone steps,; may not have been the first
time in the history of the building); the south portico's
steps too were replaced, but the brick piers, for the
most part, only repointed. In 1999 all of the chimney
stacks - "faux" and actual - had extensive repair work
done to them as well. In which much of the brick courses
near the tops of each were dismantled, cleaned, and re-
set. In 1995/96 an elevator "housing" was affixed to the
rear elevation of the building, on the north end of the
center pavilion., A square block tower. But it does not
break through the entablature, is attached by an inter-
mediary "foyer" that comes up just to the latter,

Addendum: the brick enclosed "porch" on the rear
elevation (that covers the broad - and steep - flight
of steps down into the boiler room) is not bonded to
the wall of the building proper (its splayed eaves are
of the craftmans style) though the color and size of
the brick courses, as well as the pointing work - where
it hasn't been repaired in recent years - is pretty
analogous with the original.



PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM McGuffey School
Continuation Sheet 11 Charlottesville, Va,

Interior: Overview

The essential layout of the building - as planned
in 1915 - remains in tact. As does most of the material
that went into it - about nint% percent would be a safe
guess, Fixtures have been replaced, in some cases several
times over. Rooms have been partitioned (and in a couple
of instances widened). A wall or two has been partially
opened up between rooms. The longitudinal corridors have
been effectively closed off at each end. The original
heating system's air vents and registers have been sealed
off, with much of its reminants remaining but no longer
in use. But the basic texture is in place still. And where
things have had to be removed, they have been replicated
fairly faithfully, Structurally speaking, that is.

Over the years "change" occured as needs arose and
municiple codes demanded, tampering little with overall
appearence. But in 1995/96 the building's interior ex-
perienced its most fundamental "renovation" todate ~-and
the majority of that was out of sight. The heating system
was revamped, with all plumbing and electrical wiring
replaced. And a sprinkler system installed throughout.
Which saw too the replacement of the original porcelean
fixtures that had remained - as well as that which was
not so original, The most significant alteration though
was due to the installation of the elevator. Because it
neccessitated the removal of the cloakrooms/artists!
closets, two each on the first and second floor, one
over the over (as this space between each classroom/
studio are back to back with eaeh other), as well as
a portion of the original boys' toilet space in the base-
ment, to create a corridor (off each floor's longitudinal
corridor) to the elevator's "foyer" (which is entered
through openings made in the exterior wall - onrthe north-
west end of the center pavilion's rear elevation - where
the windows of the removed cloakroom/closets had been
in place - or, in the basement's case, where one of the
basement windows had been in place), The architect for
this was James Farmer of Farmer, Pluckett and Warner of
Charlottesville, with construction work by the Chrenshaw
Corporation of Culpeper, Virginia. All of which was to
bring the building completely up to cede and give the
handicapped access to each floor, as according to Federal

regulations.

Interior: Basement

In both the north and south basement (the boiler
room, currently in use still as such, the former fan
room and warm air chamber, now storage rooms and a
janitor's closet, devides the two equally into separate
halves) all of the floors and original brick walls are
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as they were when construction of the building was com-
pleted in August of 1916 (as is likewise in those middle
rooms aforementioned). However repartitioned these spaces
in the interium. In the south basement, the south end of
the girls playroom had, by the early 1950s, become a raised
stage (with a narrow, step down access to it off the land-
ing at the south entrance door); as had the far end of the
longitudinal corridor been partitioned off (both of these
of wood construction) to create a small classroom, In the
1960's the girls restroom was partitioned - with cinder-
block =~ to create shower stalls (in the 1980s this room
was further partitioned - in wood and sheet rock - to
create a photographer's darkroom). In the boys restroom

in the north basement there was a simuliar restructuring
(using cinder block). But in the case of the boys restroom
a portion of it was too blocked off to create a pantry

for the kitchen installed even earlier perhaps in what
had been the janitor's room, Across the longitudinal
corridor from these, the boys playroom became the school
cafeteria as well, with no structural changes at that

time (when hot lunches became a standard within the school
system). But since 1975 has been devided, with wood and
sheetrock partitioning, into four studio spaces (using
only the original doors - two - for access), The girls
playroom - which would eventually share its space with

the school auditorium - has, since 1975, been deévided

into three studio spaces, again using only the original
doors for access (in the case of the entrance to the
studio created out of the former stage space, it is not

so "original"; the second of the two original doors to

the former girls playroom was blocked off when that
classroom was created out of the far end of the longi-
tudinal corridor here). Artists's studios and storage
space occupy the former girls restroom here in the south
basement, During the 1995/96 "renovation" that portion

of the boys restroom in the north basement that earlier
had been converted into a pantry became the new elevator
corridor; while the rest of the space was divided be-
tween the new men's and women's restrooms and an artist's
studio, These spaces, as today, recieved direct radiation
heat, but long ago - before 1975 - the air vents to the
"faux" chimneys (in these former playrooms and restrooms
spaces) were sealed off,

All of the original interior walls in the basement
were of brick - and except for the longitudinal corridors'
walls remain unplastered, only painted (as are the insides
of the exterior walls), but for the new elevator corridor
walls which have been sheetrocked. (The same goes for any
cinderblock partitioning as well.) The flooring is of
sealed squares of portland cement (as is that at the
north and south entrance landings, half a flight up).
Original are all of the doors (other than a metal "fire
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door”, the new restrooms's doors and the elevator doors),
are of wood, with raised panels, As are their surrounds

and baseboards. (The original door to the boys restroom. -
paneled at the top, with bottom louvers - is now the door
to the artist's studio in the north end portion of that
space, The one to the former girls restroom was removed
after 1975 to create an open corridor to separate artists's
workspaces within.,) Window architraves too are original,
with some painted and others wood color still, if darkened
by long ago oiling or varnishing, In the new restrooms and
the elevator corridor there are drop-ceilings, but are at
the original height (ten feet) elsewhere - if clustered
more so than ever before with tubing and piping. The lighting
now is fluorescent throughout (but for the north longitudi-
nal corridor which is track), though in the ceilings - in
the longitudinal corridors at least - some rem nants of
"connections®" for possibly globe lights, hanging or not,
remain, In the now studio spaces are still the hanging
fluorescent fixtures (giant size upside down icecube trays)
that have been in the building since before 1950, when
these areas were playrooms, auditorium, restrooms, kitchen,
etc.. And the original school safe - though only recently
returned to the building - with "McGuffey Primary School"
written in ornate goldleaf lettering on it - can be found
today (though originally it probably sat in the office)
under the north basement stairs,

A "firewall" (built in 1975 out of wood and sheetrock,
with a wood door, and replaced in 1995/96 with more fire
retardent material, with a metal door) separates both the
north and south basement longitudinal corridor from the
flight of stairs that terminated it at the building's each
end (which is repeated for the full length longitudinal
corridors - now galleries - on the first and second floor
as well); from which is a short flight of steps up to the
building's north and south end elevation entrance landings.
Though the baseboards here are painted, the facing/archi-
trave surrounding the door(s) and transom are of that long
ago darkned natural wood color by oiling or varnishing;
as is that at the tall, déuble set of a single window on
the landing that breaks - the flight between first and
second floors. The double-leaf set of doors are the exact
same as those at the front portico; and though were white
originally are now painted, inside and out, a colonial
red, As for lighting, it is all fluorescent now, since
1995/95, replacing the hanging globe lamps - which, if were
not~ original, were in the same place as were the originals.

Interior: First Floor

The first ten feet or so inside the front entrance
foyer has an arched ceiling that follows the contours of
the fanlight over the doorway (and is lower in height -
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until the foyer expands to its full fourteen foot width
and thirteen foot pitch), with a hanging globe lamp hang-
ing still in the place where the original hung. It is behind
these walls, just inside the doorway, the now closed off
air shafts descended from the "closets" directly above to
the fan room (and warm air chamber) below., High upon the
return walls inside the expanded foyer are the boarded up
grills for warm and fresh air, with original surrounds in
place. The fanlight's architrave, as well as that of the
doorway (all of one piece, as it is with all three doorways),
is in the original natural darkened wood color, from old
varnish or oiling, As is all the woodwork in the foyer here
and the longitudinal corridor beyond: baseboards, the
tall, single paneled classroom/studio doors and their
surrounds (including a "dust flue", at baseboard level

to the left of the office door). What is not of wood any
longer is the front piece to the former office, now the

art center's reception area, and two doors further down
the longitudinal corridor, the one to the Main Gagllery

and another to the former 2nd Street Gallery spage now a
dance studio (the metal doors in the "firewalls", with a
square "lookthrough" window, is repeated here - as in

the basement and on the 2nd floor - at each end of the
longitudinal corridor). These were of wood and original
until 1995/96 - minus the office door that was damaged

in a fire in 1980 (but at the time replaced with a
facsimile). This front piece to the former office was

and still is a tri-parte door with flanking windows
arrangement (though the transom above the door is now
"fixed"; and the flanking windows, though divided, now

descend to the baseboard level); and like the other metal doors

(with glass inlaid) is considered to be fire retardent.
The original woodwork is of heart pine; the floors are
maple. The plastered walls and ceiling are original,
though there is patchwork evidence in the ceiling due

to repairs but mostly to renovation work, and are painted
black to down to the picture railing (still in good use
as this is the art center's Lower Gallery). Lighting here
is track lighting, but there are at each end of said
corridor a modern version of a hanging globe lamp (of
which several must have once hung down this longitudinal
corridor). Fluorescents light the elevator corridor,

from a drop ceiling, The floor here is the o0ld maple

of the former cloakrooms, with a matching patch down

the center - towards the elevator foyer - where the
deviding wall had once stood (also off of which the
northeast end classroom is now entered - instead as
origionally from the longitudinal corridor).

"There are sixteen classrooms," (to quote here
from Dr., James G. Johnson), "eight on each floor. On
the first floor there are four classrooms each twenty
five by thirty two feet and also four classrooms twenty
four by thirty two feet; the light area equals twenty
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five percent per centum of the floor space for each room,"
Except for the Main Gallery these classrooms are now the
studios for two artists each, all but two have been devided
by impermdn@nt partition (woodframe and plasterboard) that
does not reach to the ceiling - from which, in all but one,
hang those 1940ish fluorescent fixtures. Here all the wood-
work - including windows's architrave - is original and of
the same natural wood hue as described elsewhere; as is the
maple flooring, There are new heating fixtures since 1995/96
which replaced those which were not originals themselves ,
‘whichwas the case throughout the building). The black win-
dow roll shades that came with the building in 1975 were
already dryrotten, and are not the white, gossimerlike
shades of Dr, Johnson's recommendation seen in those very
early photographs. The porcelean handbasin and water
fountain fixtures in each cloakroom were, in 1995/96,
replaced with standing sinks, The warm/fresh air outlets
above the blackboards at the back of each room, as well

as the spent air egress at baseboard level below then,

have been long plastered over (in the former cloakrooms

as well), Blackboards themselves have been wallboarded
over, in most rooms, leaving but the chalk troughs in
evidence, but the surrounds that framed them remain. Like-
wise remaining are the long handled hooks for pulling down
the top window saghes, And in the floors one can see still
the holes where the desks were screwed to them, It is only
in the room that is the Main Gallery, in the cloakrooms
between it and the former 2nd Street Gallery space and

now a dance studio, and in the former office space opposite
has there been any ma jor alteration. Beyond the tri-parte
office door replacement is the former office that, follow-
ing the fire of 1980, was dévided into a smaller office

at the rear and a shop/reception area out front - that
opened up into the Main Gallery (as the fire started in

an elec3rical outlet,. destroying a portion of the wall
here), Tracklighting was added to both, and in the Main
Gallery all reminants of the former classroom were obliter-
ated, with walls and woodwork whitepainted (an all new
maple floor too at the time replaced = in both rooms -

the originals that were severely fire damaged); in the
cloakroom spaces an office, in the early 1980s,was created
for the 2nd Street Gallery, as well as a passage between
the two and a McGuffey Main Gallery ¢loset. In the now
dance studio space too all trace of the former class room
is gone - but for, in both, that range of five grouped
windows letting in, as Dr. Johnson wrote elsewhere, "an
abundence of natural 1ight". That; and, of course, the

picture railing,

Interior: The stairs

On the building®s north and south ends, at the termi-
nus of the open-ended longitudinal galleries on each floor,
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the stairs, as Dr. Johnson described them, were "designed
for ease and comfort being five and one half feet wide,
have six inch risers and thirteen inch treads,”. And so
they are, except the treads are twelve inches today and
are of soapstone. When at least one person who attended
school there, in the 30s, remember them as being of wood;
others are not sure. Most remember them as being of soap-
stone, as is the floor of the landing between first and
second floor. And set in a cast iron, closed stringer
frame, with cast iron rails and banisters, as they kave
been for certain since the early 1950s (with baseboards
of wood descending on the wall side - and a molded wooden
handrail, of maple, as well, on both sides, secured by
iron supports and set at a lower height than the cast iren
railirigs themselves. Which, before the 1930s, may all have
been of wood. But it must be pointed out that all of the
modern school architectural manuals of the period called
for cast iron railings (and staircases), all of them
citing tragic cases when in panic during some emergency
wooden railings inevitably gave way and students were
plunged to their deaths. But whether original or not they
are, like Dr, Johnson wrote, fine stairs, easy to ascend
or descend for child and growup alike.

Interior: Second floor

. It is a facsimile of the first floor, in both 1its
original features and subs@quent alterations., Besides the
1995/96 elevator corridor, the circa 1940s restrooms
(d¢vided out of that original rest room for teachers:
the school "infirmary" as well as a lounge) was totally
removed - and reconstructed, for wheelchair access, which
called for taking a foot or so of wall too from the class-
room/studios on either side of it (where the old fixtures
and the Roman tilé floor - of set stones - were replaced),
with internal set exhaust fans in the drop-ceiling and
fluorescent lighting. And creating a "fcyer" where it
once opened (the two separate doorsof the interi m period)
into the longitudinal corridor. Here once may have existed
a repeat of the original frontage of the former office
space directly below (both being between the two actual
chimneys), when it was predominately a teachers's lounge.
And identical to the somewhat broader one still in its
original composition,-with a transem that can be opened
and closed, fronting what was the library room directly
across from it.

Interior: Attic

A Cavernous space: now the hub of the new sprinkler
system (since 1995/96), through which rises the actual
chimneys and supports the base of the "faux" chimneys.

It is reached by a ladder to a sguare trap door in the
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ceiling of what had originally been that restroom for
teachers on the second floor (and now the foyer to the
1995/96 revision of an interi m men's and womén's rest-
rooms in this space). Is unused - and apparently has

alway so been,
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WHY ARE YOU SEEKING AN EVALUATION OF THIS PROPERTY

Because it is long overdue, and deserves it. Simply
that. The McGuffey School building is an architectural
gem. In and of itself relevant to the purpose for which
it was erected. Wherein lies its historical significance.
The description of it found in the National Register
nominating form (1980) for the Charlottesville and Albe-
marle County Courthouse Historic District is scant, as
it could only be, amidst the covering of almost three
hundred properties, thus hardly doing the building justice,
Particulars on file with the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources are likewise, with some errors left over from
the 1980 District survey. The 2005 DOWNTOWN AND NORTH
DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONTROL DISTRICT STUDY
by architectural historian Maral S. Kalbian is more
detailed (with a short historical overview of the build-
ing as a public school, from which I have quoted). But
again, a district survey. Ms. Kalbian though apparently
believed that the building deserved more, when in that
survey she wrote that the building could be eligible for
individual listing.

I have been intimately connected with the building
for the past thirty one years, through one of the artists
who founded the McGuffey Art Center, And a neighbor, almost
next door to it, for the past twenty years, I'm a writer,
not an architectural historian, But the sociological
history of the human habitat, as it were, has always
fascinated me. I suppose it was my reading of Dr., James
G. Johnson's description of the proposed “"plant" (in his
1915 article to the Daily Progress that he republished
in his "History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936), of his
"dream school" if you will, that first shaped visceral
feelings and aesthetic favor into a conscious academic
perspective, And, over time, brought me to read more
about the origins of his concept. (And, recently
emboldened by Ms. Kalbian's survey, boned up on the
subject in detail.) As it was indeed a deliberately con-
ceived "modern" pudlic school building at a decisive
period in the formation of an educational architecture
in the U,S,. And was so designed that it could absordb
change yet keep its original features essentially intact,.
So upon entering it today one might readily sense its
built for purpose merge seemlessly into that of its
present occupancy.

I initially asked the City of Charlottesville, its
owner, or the city's Preservation and Design Planner,
Mary Joy Scala, if might the city had such plans (to
seek an individual nomipation of the building to the
Virginia Landmarks and National Register of Historic
Places), and she said, ho, and that I was welcome to

have a go at it.
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SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

In name only has the McGuffey School building any
association with a "historic personage". And that is
William Holmes McGuffey, professor of Moral Philosophy
at the University of Virginia during the third quarter
of the nineteenth century and author of the McGuffey
Reader series, It, the name, was the first, and only.
choice of Dr. James G, Johnson, Charlottesville's super-
intendent of schools from 1909 to 1945, who conceived of
this "modern plant" and personally oversaw its design
and execution: "When plans were being matured for the
construction of a primary school three things gave me
much concern: the site upon which this structure was
to be erected; the plans for the building; and the name
that it should bear." For which Dr, Johnson solicited
a number of educators as well as state and local officials
for support of his choice, From the president of the
University of Virginia at the time, Edwin A, Alderman,
came this reply: "Permit me to congratulate you upon
the near prospects of a handsome building to care for
the children of the primary grades of the school. This
is a noble achievement which can not be too highly com-
mended. Secondly, I would care to congratulate you upon
the thought that has come to you of naming this building
after William Holmes McGuffey, a pioneer in the intelli-
gemnt guidance of the child's mind and a noble name in
the educational history of the University of Virginia
and of the State of Virginia., I very cordially and
earnestly approve of your idea of giving McGuffey's
name to your new primary school, and hope that the
members of your school board will quickly see and appre-
ciate the beauty and felicity of such a name for the
new building. It will not be necessary to explain to
visitors from all over the Union the reasons for giving
such a name to such a building." From U.S. Senator
Thomas S, Martin: "He was the advocate of a public
school system in Virginia, and if I am not mistaken,
made a canvas of the State in promotion of that idea.

I do not think that you could possibly adopt a more
appropiate name for the new school." And from Judge
R.T.W., Duke, Jr.,: "Permit me to suggest, however, that
it be called the William H. McGuffey School. Dr, McGuffey
was hardly ever know by his middle name."

The chosen site too had symbolic meaning to Dr,
Johnson, quite apart from its physical attribures (a
"splended elevation assuring a free circulation of air
and perfect drainage; acessibility to the main thorough-
farss yet in a quiet zone free from the disturbances
caused by an ever increasing tide of traffic"). Upon
the two to one ratification of the bond issue by the
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city voters to construct the building, the School Board
purchased, in July of 1915, the Patterson property on
2nd Street N.W., which besides an ample Federal Era house
included a small brick dependency where first, in 1857,
a Ma jor Horace W, Jones began his "school for boys", and
later, in 1871-74 was one of the initial locations of
the city's first public primary schools (for white children),
known as Miss M, Virginia Patterson's School (or School
# 4, a one room affair like were, more or less, the other
three). Following the ground breaking on August 24, 1915
(Dr. Johnson dug the first wheelbarrow full of dirt; he
was quite familiar with digging he was to remind his
listeners as he grew up on a farm in Russell County), the
structure, along with the rest, was immediately torn down,
the bricks from it cleaned and afterwards incorporated
into the rising basement of the McGuffey School. Which
Dr. Johnson saw as its "material and spiritual successor™;
"Years before the Patterson site was selected, I habitually
went to the northeast corner room on the third floor annex
to Midway School and would gaze out of a window at the top
of the hill and visualize the building that finally was
erected on the Patterson site."

One year later, on Wednesday, September 6, 1916,
The Dgily Progress carried the following story: *This
community is familiar with the expression, 'that an
institution is the lenghened shadow of one man®', having
it beautifully and strikingly illustrated in our University
of Virginia which is the everlasting proof of the genius
of Thomas Jefferson. We find it again aptly illustrated
in our newly completed primary school at the west end of
Jefferson Street, named in honor of the great educator,
William H, McGuffey. To Dr. James G. Johnson is due the
credit for the completion of this up-to-date and splended
addition to the educational facilities of this city and
section. Not only content with obtaining the very best
professional skill in the planning and erection of the
building, Dr. Johnson has made the perfect construction
of this school house his special interest and pride. Not
a day has passed during the past twelve months since the
first spadefull of earth was moved for the foundation and
the first brick laid, that has not seen him present at
the work at all hours of the day when his duties permitted,
seeing to it that nothing was done in a careless manner,
or any act omitted to make the work perfect in every par-
ticular., With him it was a labor of love and the finished
ediface, which will start the coming generations of
Charlottesville's youth on the road to learning, is a
monument to his faithfulness and zeal in his profession.”
("The School Board.....selected the firm of architects
recommendéd by me, Ferguson,,Calrow .and Taylor of Norfolk,
Virginia, R.E.Lee Taylor of this firm, actively worked
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with me until the plans were completed and ready for the
opening bids, at which time Charles Calrow of the above
firm took personal charge of the commission and with him,
a man of understanding heart, the construction of McGuffey
School was carried through.”) That "bright September morn-
ing", the Progress article would continue, had seen a
column of eight hundred primary grades children entering
McGuffey School on "the first day it was occupied", the
moment captured by Rufus W. Holsinger, the photographer,
"between the hours of ten and eleven". The line is said
to have reached back all the way to Midway School, their
departure point, a quarter mile distant. (Midway School,
built in the 1880s, had been Charlottesville's sole white
school up to this time; while a two story, eight room
building in the area where the National Historic registered
Jefferson School original now stands was the city's sole
school for African-american children,) Where their teachers
then lead them to their new classrooms, City officials,
with Dr. Johnson at their head, had formed a receiving
line along that parade of steps and "plazas" before the
front portico (the dedicatory address is said to have
been given by Dr, William M, Thornton, Dean of the Depart-
ment of Engineering at the University of Virginia), and
a "large crowd of parents and patrons" had lined the street -
many of whom (several hundred, it was reported) would enter
to inspect the building for themselves, offering "number-
less expressions of praise and gratification”,

The McGuffey School experienced several "firsts",
in a local context. Such as the first primary school in
the city (for white pupils) built exclusively for that
perpose, As well as the first "modern school" all of one
piece so conceived and appointed, And had, from the begin-
ning, the first woman to hold the office of school principal
in the city, Miss Carrie C., Burnley (from 1916 to 1945).
It would house the office of the superintendent of schools
(Dr., Johnson, from 1916 to 1945) and be the location of
Charlottesville's school board meetings, It would have
been used too for civic and educational related gatherings:
the parents and teachers association and the like, Under
Dr. Johnson's guidance, the school regularly put out a
newsletter called "The McGuffey Reader" (It is from his
"History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936" in an October and
November 1936 edition that much of the information related
herein was gle@ned). And it was from his office in the
McGuffey School that Dr. Johnson went on to coneczive, and -
with Charles Calrow, his architect of choice - plan and
oversee the building of, during his temfe, several more
primary schools of architectural ingenuity in the city
(in 1931, with the addition of Clark and Venable schools,
McGuffey School would become an elementary school, housing
now grades one through seven, as the others too did at
that time, if they weren't already before). In anticipation
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of the growing demand for public education by both an
increasing populace, locally ip particular, and the mandate
of the times. As he put it: "Later Mr. Calrow had charge
of the planning of Venable School.....and George Rogers
Clark School. In this connection, it is entirely appropiate
that I should pay a well-merited tribute to this skillful
architect who for twenty one years has been my co-worker
in developing a group of elementary school buildings."
"Plants"” modeled very much after the McGuffey School's
design (and with the experience accrued from its being

the longest in use), but with some contemporary modifi-
cations built in to meet new needs, or in anticipation

of them (and if as a sign of the times, the facades are
"weightier", reflecting perhaps a national norm in the

wake of the First World War; a sense of lightness or
openness, even grace, an optimism if you will, philosophi-
cally speaking, that the McGuffey School facade appears

to exude is missing from these take offs from the original),
(I might add too that Dr. Johnson pushed for the erection -
with vigorous support, and non too little prodding, by

the local Africian-american community - of the new Jefferson
School building of 1926, though the construction of it
ultimately suffered some cutbacks, he writes, from his

and Charles Calrow's original blueprint, when apparently
the School Board rejected the need for additional funding.)
For fifty eight years the McGuffey School was a partici-
pant in the history of public education in Charlottesville,
through two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold

War 1950s, then through the movement to desegregate public
schools in the 1960s, a microcosm no less of the nation's
writ large, "It had been an all-white school for most of
its history," writes architectural historian Maral S.
Kalbian in her 2005 DOWNTOWN AND NORTH. DOWNTOWN ARCHI-
TECTURAL DESIGN CONTROL DISTRICT STUDY, "but with efforts
to desegrate in the mid-1960s, it ultimately became a
primarily black school." It "ceased to operate as an
elementary school in 1966 and was converted to a racially
integrated Special Education Center for mentally retarded
but educatable children." Which "was an overall plan to
complete the desegregation of Charlottesville's public
schools. In the mid-1970s, McGuffey ceased to function as
a school and was converted to the McGuffey Art Center
which it remains today." A city appointed committe in
conjunction with the North Downtown Neighborhood Associ-
ation agreed with the idea (which was made official with
the city council's vote of approval) to lease the build-
ing - it had been laying vacant for well over a year
already - to the newly formed McGuffey Arts Association
who would clean it up, paint its interior and bring it

up to code (building firewalls, etc.); and maintain it

as a (for profit and self governing) local artists
cooperative, whose rent to the city would cover utility
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bills and the cost of general maintainance, with the
stipulation that the building would be open to the public
five and one half days a week (and the former classrooms
as well as the basement area - that had been turned into
artists's studios - seventeen and one half hours a week).
Thus it opened its doors again, with much fanfare in’
October 1975 as the McGuffey Art Center, an institution
that has become a precedent in its own right over the
past thirty one years, known both throughout the State
and nationally.

So much then for the general - or social - history
of the building. Which one might argue has the individual
relevance of one of the poet Thomas Gray's tombstones in
that venerable country church yard. Without intent to
denigrate. The building's true historical significance
or uniqueness is in its own being - in the thought behind
and the execution of "the plant" itself. As conceived
by Dr, Johnson and his chosen architects, R.E.Lee Taylor
and Charles Calrow, the McGuffey School building was a
calculated prototype, and is one of the finest examples
of its period in educational architecture in the United
States. An era when educator and draftman had only recently
begun to work in partinership (where it would become the
rule rather than the exception) in order to create the
"modern"” or "progressive" primary and secondary public
school facility (which was to be come a state legislated
standard) to meet what was a fast growing demand. (By the
turn of the 20th century public school enrollment was
rising by twenty five percent per decade.) Where a
scientific philosophy and the physical form coalesced -
however eclectic - in a nuts and bolts sense. And to a
great degree this is why the McGuffey School building,
viable still, remains in vintage condition, and is near
virtually intact as it was originally built.

"Let the school building, then, be solidly con-
structed, thoroughly fireproof, abundantly lighted, with
adaquate, straight halls and ample stairways, having
sunshine and access for the outer air in every room
besides abundant forced ventilation; let it be cheerful
and attractive without and within, well placed and
supplied with adaquate playgrounds and pleasant surround-
ings, and it will not only be a source of pride, but a
blessing to the community, as well as credit to its
designer.," Frank Irving Cooper here, in THE PLANNING
OF SCHOOL HOUSES published in MODERN SCHOOL HOUSES (a
series of "Authoriative Articles on Planning and Sani-
tation, Heating and Ventilation", 1910, edited by A.D.F.
Hamlin, professor of architecture at Columbia University,
among others), could easily have been describing the
McGuffey School., ("The classrooms are cared for by direct
radiation to overcome losses through exposed walls and
windows while an abundant supply of fresh warm air is
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forced into each room by a motor driver fan from a warm

air chamber in the basement.....the fouf air is removed
from each room through ventilating flues that lead out to
the open air above the roof.....all other rooms, including

the corridors, are supplied with direct radiation." Dr,
Johnson in an article to The Daily Progress, July 14, 1915.)
As could have W.G. Bruce, also in 1910, in his SCHOOL
ARCHITECTURE: A HANDY MANUAL FOR THE USE OF ARCHITECTS
AND SCHOOL AUTHORITIES, when he wrote: "The building of

a school house involves an obligation - an educational
obligation - if you will - in that the accepted ideas in
beauty, grace and dignity in architecture shall be carried
out.” This latter work without doubt (Bruce was as well

the editor of the AMERICAN SCHOOOL BOARD JOURNAL) influenced
Dr. Johnson (the original edition is still in the stacks

in Alderman Library at the University of Virginia - Dr,.
Johnson's alma mater, I forgot to mention earlier on) when
he writes in 1936 "I studied the plans of between four and
five hundred school buildings in different parts of the
country through actual visits and through plans published
in the SCHOOL BOARD JOURNAL and in all the books on school
architecture I could lay my hands upon. I tabulated the
best features in all of these buildings and stood for the
selection of a firm of architects that would be able to put
my ideal into concrete shape."

The McGuffey School building, as constructed, would
contain just about all of the requisite features (and then
some) that these guide books and academic journals pro-
scribed. From the big picture to the most minute., Such
as the demensions of the classrooms {elsewhere described
in detail), determining the number of desks in them (each
classroom at the McGuffey School seated forty five pupils,
the desks secured to the floor), as well as the "correct”
amount of natural light (in the McGuffey School's case
five percent more than that reguiréd as "the light area
equals twenty five percent percentum of the floor space
for each classroom") which would always fall over the
left shoulder no matter on which side of the building
said classroom was located ("Half the rooms in the build-
ing have eastern and half western exposurss. This plan
of orientation assures an abundence of sunlight at some
time during the day, a thing that is imperative for proper
sanitation."); rooms that were, as already mentioned,
both direct radiation heated as well as with warm air .
mixed with fresh air ("taken through shafts from a point
above the front entrance.,") from an in-let alcove above the
blackboards at the back of the classrooms, with out-let
registers at baseboard level below for expelling it once
spent; with likewise heated and ventilated cloakrooms
("There are two open entrances to each cloakroom from
the classroom, but no entrance from the corridor; this
puts the supervision of these rooms under the eye of
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the teacher."), that were complete with water fountains,
handbasins, racks and shelves for articles of clothing
and lunch pails, even umbrella stands, and each with
their own window for a direct source of natural 1light.
"The main or longitudinal corridors run north to south;
they are twelve féet wide in the basement and on the first
and second floor" too were of the designated width (and,
like the classrooms, regtisite height: thirteen feet),
though in the McGuffey School the doors all opened into
them, except for the office and the second floor library
room doors (which certain educational authorities had
cautioned against: it didn't give the teacher enough
"control", they argued, in an emergency). And were "open-
ended" - these corridors were - to the well 1it well of
stairs at each end of the building ("with no protruding
obstructions of any kind"), which were naturally 1lit,
that is, from top floor to basement level, with ceiling
hung supplimentary electric fixtures., With the steps
themselves easily conforming to the recommended dimensions
("Designed for ease and corfort, being five and one half
feet wide, having six inch risors and thirteen inch treads,
the runs relieved by a spacious landing half way between
the floors"). Besides the building itself being built
'solidly of brick, as recommended, the boiler room was
made "fire proof" ("The boilers are enclosed in a chamber
that is entirely fireproof reducing the danger from fire
to a minimum"). The two ‘toilet rooms and play rooms
(located in the basement, at each end of the building,

as they were at McGuffey School, was not normally sanct-
ioned - most definately not in "the northern sections

of the country" or in enclosed city blocks, for obvious
reasons), each being "thoroughly lighted and ventilated",
the toilet rooms in particular "with all fixtures being
of the most approved automatic type" (Dr. Johnson would
further describe the basement's lighting at McGuffey
School, in its entirely, as "even better than that of

the usual classroom in Virginia school buildings"). The
boiler room, coal room, Janitor's room, fresh air fan
room and warm air chamber (the basement's "center" and
rear half of the center pavilion) together separated the
toilet rooms - the one for the girls at the south end

and the one for the boys at the north (as so were the
play rooms respectively), both of which were twenty two
by forty four feet - so that "absolute privacy for each
sex is guaranteed" (well into the 1950s, at McGuffey
School, the boys's entrance was through the doors under
the north portico and the girls's thoge under the south
portico, that was also highly recommended by those "modern”
school manuals). The library room, on the second floor,
was essentially a "special instruction room" where
"special individual work" with a particular student could
take place ("Every school should have one," wrote Dr.
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Johnson). The rest room for teachers, directly across

the longitudinal corridor from the library room, was
apparently, at least primarily, a lounge (as well as an
"infirmary"), too recommended in those modern school
manuals - where there were six or more teachers imployed.
(The library room is faced still with a tri-parte window
and door - topped with a working transom - combinations
as well may have been the rest room for teachers.) The
office, on the first floor and directly across the longi-
tudinal corridor from the front entrance foyer, has this
tri-parte door with transom and flanking windows combination
as well, which allowed the natural light from the fanlight
above the front door to shine through them, and vice versa
the light meeting it from the wide, rear elevation window
set beyond ("The tranverse or front entrance corridor is
fourteen Teet wide and faces east., Each entrance is quite
attractive; the one at the front especially so"); and it
was Dr. Johnson's office (for the length of his tenue as
superintendent of schools in Charlottesville), with the
school principal's office - Miss Burnley's - located in
the foyer itself (where both at least were, as the manuals
recommended, "centrally accessable" ). Georgia maple was
the requisite flooring where wood floors were required -
and so they are at McGuffey School (enly their origin is
unknown), with inlaid felt between it and the diagonally
laid sub-flooring. Porticos, whatever the architecture
style the facade, were considered a must, at the primary
entrance if at no other (the McGuffey School building

has three such covered entrances, with originally a
classical balustrade atop each). The indoor separate

play rooms - that were an intrigal part of the original
plan - were considered an absolute must, the McGuffey
School's being twenty four feet by seventy six feet -
with ventilation to the airshaft chimneys and two windows,
besides the two doors, to the longitudinal corridor (the
toilet rooms across said corridors - in the north and
south basement - also had two windows, if with frosted
glass panes). (The McGuffey School, in the beginning,

did not have a kitchen or cafeteria - as children, in
these parts, tra ditionally brought thelr lunches from
home and ate at their desks - though later those orphaned
by the flu epidemic of 1919 were served sandwi’ches at
the school. When the hot lunch became a standard in the
school system, the boys's play room would be used as

the cafeteria, with the janitor's room converted to a
kitchen., Nor was their an auditorium in the original

plan - or Dr. Johnson didn't mention an assembly room

of such., Eventually, the girls's playroom doubled as

one - with the south end of it built in as a stage. In
those pre-World War One plans only big city schools had
separate auditoriums - and a cafeteria for serving lunch
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was merely optional,) Materials and impl@ments to be

used in the building (and the measure of their perform-
ance) were no less scrutinized, were equally of partic-
ular concern (according to the philosophy embued in the
achool architecture handbooks aforementioned). Metal work,
for instance, was to be of cast iron and flues masonary
and those that were air shafts lined with tin). Slate was
the preferred roof covering. With plaster for interior
walls and ceilings. (And painted bricks in the basement.)
Concrete,where used, was to be non-porous, Wood wains-
cotting was frowned upon - as it was believed to collect
dirt and harbor bacteria (as well as kids might like to
carve on it)., Colors too had to be neutral - as not to
excite "passion", "The walls will be tinted in neutral
tones to suit the source from which light comes." (Dr.
Johnson again, here); but the colors beneath the chalk
troughs in the classrooms could be of a slightly darker
hue, he would compromise (where rational science and
Victorian mores ran their run). As already noted briefly,
basement walls, for the most part, could be left bare -
going by the manuals; and were so, at McGuffey School, if
painted, but the longitudinal cortridor walls were plas-
tered (and were of solid brick), The "furnace should be
horizontal and all of cast iron", and indeed the distance
between the two chimneys rising up from the boiler room
would indicate that they were of this kind - for a
"horizontal furnace"” is what is callad for,again in the
school architecture manuals of the period, where there

is a warm air room of radiator coils over which fresh

air is forced. With the height of the ventilating chimneys
(shafts - except for those located in the former toilet
rooms - and stacks above the roof, in McGuffey School's
case) equal to the measure of the fresh/warm air output
(in weight/volumn) of the heating system within. (The
recommended humidity level of sixty percent for a room

to be comfortable at sixty five degrees Fahrenheit meant
that the cost of twelve to fifteen percent more fuel
would be saved by the presznce of ten percent more humidity -
as it was calculated that it would take a temperature of
seventy degrees to make comfortable a room with but a
fifty percent humidity level. Which meant that the janitor
had to expertly gmadge the correct balance of the two, for
each classroom at all hours during the school day. Bruce
emphasizes this especially. And given the mechanisms of
the day, it took a special talent - otherwise it fails
miserably. Which may have been why it was apparently
discontinued at the McGuffey School after a few years:
definately by 1935 where photographs of the building

from that year show in place of the grills over the air
intake flanking the center, second story window, the
present six pane sidelights, Regretably, as besides the
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lo8s of the warm fresh air circulation when direct radi-
ation overheated a classroom sashes had to be raised. Which
the former system had hoped to allievate: wasted heating
costs as wall as dead air.) And so on went the specifi-
cations that the McGuffey School's construction (and out-
fitting) would follow. (Writes Dr, Johnson: "The most
rigid requirements governing the construction of sanitary
school buildings have been complied with both in the general
and the detailed scheme.") From the size and height of the
slate blackboards and the color and fabric of the window
shades ("adjustable" ones, and "transparent” in order to
"shut out the dazzling sunlight during that portion of

the school day when the sun beams into the rooms with full
force", though in the McGuffey School's case only "for

a small portion of the school day", such was "the general
scheme of the building"). To the exact shape and size of
the wire screens over the chalK troughs to "let the dust
fall through......thus keeping the erasers from mopping
the dust back on the boards", Upon which, Dr. Johnson
concluded (this is again from hi& article to The Daily
Progress of July 14, 1915 - that he republished in his
"History of McGuffey School, 1915-1936" - to persuade

the city's voters 1o support the bond referendum to raise
the money to build this his "dream school" and described
therein in painstaking, loving detail): "an effort has
been made to handle every detail to the best advantage for
each individual classroom and for the plant as a whole,
Harmony, simplicity, utility, beauty have been the ends
sought by architect and school officials", After which,

in his 1936 "History", he would add, in accessment:
"School plants are no exception to the general rule that
all buildings used for any time must be changed and-
modified from time to time to meet new conditions and
demands, The original lay out of McGuffey School was

such that it has been easy to make readjustments as

the years have gone by and this structure is still a
modern home for the children who are so fortunate as to
attend school here,”

And so into the future it remains, if no longer a
school in the conventional sense a very much public
educational facility no less, with Dr, Johnson's Mlayout”
just as relevant (to the performance and visual creators
of art, and their appreciative audience), ninty years
on,
Last but not least, its Colonial Revival facade -
elsewhere noted and a near pure one at that given the
function of the plant it covers, that to a great degree
vcelebrates"” - remains virtually unchanged since it was
erected in 1915/16, is at once impressive, powerful,
yet singularly "harmonious" amidst his pronounced surround-
ing, is never ponderous, is "playful" even, as if deliber-
ately conceived so, for all of its formal composition
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(or the formal components, to be exact, in its composition),
and from all angles that it can be viewed for that matter,
If as the artist Delacroix wrote that a painting above all
else must be a feast for the eye then I wil argue that the
McGuffey School building, a work in three demension, is

Just that,
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Wm., H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va.

Rufus W, Holsinger

March 23, 1916

Holsinger Studio Collection
Special Collections

University of Virginia Library
Neg. # 3982BB

Frontal view of the building under construction,
from W, Market Street & 2nd Street N.W. corner;
with city officials (Dr., James G, Johnson, the
Superintendent of Schools in Charlottesville and
the building's "planner”, among them,

Wm., H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va,

Rufus W. Holsinger

March 23, 1916

Holsinger Studio Collection
Special Collections

University of Virginia Library
Neg. # X3982CB

Rear elevation of the building under construction,
with city officials (including Dr. James G. Johnson);
and workmen atop the air vent or "faux" chimneys.
From the north/northwest facing south/southwest,

Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School

Charlottesville, Va.

Rufus W, Holsinger

September 6, 1916

Holsinger Studio Collection

Special Collections

University of Virginia Library

Neg. # xh%o 6BI

View from 2nd Street N.W., looking south/southwest
from the corner of W. Jefferson Street, of the
opening ceremony parade of officials, teachers
and pupils as they approach McGuffey School (from
Midway School - center, far distence). The front
lawn remains unfinished.



Photographs 2

4., Wm, H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va,
Rufus W. Holsinger
November 1918
Holsinger Studio Collection
Special Collections
University of Virginia Library
Neg. # X7042B

View from the corner of 2nd Street N.W, and

W. Jefferson Street, looking west (more or less).
But for the removal of the balustrades atop the
porticos (see photograph # 3 also) sometime in
the 19408 the facade remains virtually unchanged
(the cement walkways as well).

5. Wm, H, McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va,
William Gitchell %
Ca. 1920s ?
Charlottesville-Albemarle Historical Society
(Copied from a photographic print in their files)

View from front entrance door of the foyer (first
floor): was the principal's office (Miss Carrie
C. Burnley, Charlottesville‘'s first woman school
principal 1916-1945, is seated at left). Looks
across the longitudinal corridor to what is the
office of the Superintendent of Schools (standing
in the dosrway is Dr. James G. Johnson, Charlottes-
ville's Superintendent of Schools from 1909 to
1945: it was Dr. Johnson who "conceptualized”
the McGuffey building as it was built and con-
tinues to stand, drawing up the plans with R.E.
Lee Taylor and seeing them executed with Charles
Calrow, of the Norfolk architecture firm of
Furgeson, Calrow & Taylor), This tri-parte door
and windows combination remained until replaced,
in 1995/96 with a "fireproof" facsimili of metal.

6. Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va.
William Gitchell ?
Ca, 1920s ?
Charlottesville-Albemarle Historical Society
(Copied from a photographic print in their files)

A classroom on the front (east) side of the build-
ing (note morning sun from the southeast). Stand-
ing (in the back of the room) in a teacher (unideni-
fied) on the left, and Miss Carrie C. Burnley, the



Photographs 3

principal, on the right; in the center foreground
is Dr. James G. Johnson, the Superintendent of
Schools., Note: +the fresh/warm air egris in the
wall above the blackboard (the spent air register
was at baseboard level, behind where Miss Burnley
is standing); in all of the former classrooms today
they are merely "boarded" over, At the time of this
photograph the ceilings "lamps" had yet to be in-
stalled, but the outlets for them are in place.

Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School
Charlottesville, Va,
William Gitchell %

Ca., 1930s
Charlottesville-Albemarle Historical Society

(Copied from a photographic print in their files)

Classroom (probably the same one shown in photo-
graph # 6). In the background, standing from left
to right, is a much older appearing Miss Burnley
and Dr, Johnson, along with an unidenified woman
who was most likely the teacher. Though the fresh/
warm air ventilation system may have been dispensed
with as early as 1935, the opening in the wall above
the blackboard has not been covered, The hanging
globe lights seen here were in the foyer and at
the end entrance landings, as of 1975, but not in
the classrooms..  (in the front foyer today is a

modern replica,)

The McGuffey Art Center ,
(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 3

Facade of the building, looking west, from 2nd
Street N.W. Note: +the only visible change from
the 1916 and 1918 photographs here is thé abscernce
of the balustrade from atop the portico (removed
sometime between 1936 and 1950), as well as the
"grills" flanking the center, second story window
(that covered the fresh air intake vents essential to
the original fresh and warm air ventilation com-
ronent to the building's heating system) that were
replaced with these six pane side-lights. The
railings were added in 2001 when repairs were

done on the steps,



Photographs 4

9.

10.

11,

12,

13.

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm, H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 31

View from Lee Park, looking west.

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm, H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 32

View from 1st Street N.W. (Between Market Street
and Jefferson Street.) Looking west,

The McGuffey Art Center

(originally the Wm, H., McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

Neg. # 4

From the corner of W. Market Street and 2nd Street,
N.W. (Corrosponds to the 1916 photograph at # 1.)
Looking north/northwest.

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 13

From McGuffey Park, looking south/southwest. In
the background, to the left, is a roof of one of
McCuffey Hill Condominiums (that form a backdrop
to both the park and the former school building
along the western rim of what originally known as
Beck's Hill).

The McGuffey Art Center

(originally the Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # O

From the corner of 2nd Street N.W. and the "McGuffey
entrance driveway", looking scuthwest. (Is also the
southeast corner of McGuffey Park,)
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14, The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift
December 2006

Neg. # 12
The facade of the building, looking south/south-
west,

15. The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm.H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift
December 2006
Neg. # 11

The facade of the building, up close (of portico;
part of the center and all of the south end pavilion).
Looking south/southwest., A holiday wreath obscures
the fanlight over the front door(s).

16. The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift
December 2006
Neg. # 7

The facade of the building, looking north (or
close enough). Note: +the brickwork under the
portico is from 2001, though it is an exact re-
placement of the original (here can be seen,

low to the ground, the "alcove"” to the emergency
exit from the basement, built in the late 19508

or during the 1960s).

17. The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm, H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift
December 2006
Neg. # 10

The south end elevation of the building (facing

W, Market Street - at bottom of hill- below),
looking west, The pipe railing here is original

or near so (there once was a simular railing on
the northside walk to the building). The shed to
the right was moved to this spot from the area of
the condominiums (1983) in the far back (barely
discernable here one of the "clusters); Formerly
for storage, from the 1960's, it is now an artist's

studio.
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18,

19,

20,

21,

The McGuffey Art Center

(originally the Wm, H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 8

Southeast corner of the building, up close.

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm., H., McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 9

The south end of the build (and its portico),
looking east/northesst, Note; the panels in
the wall; and the clumsily repointed brick piers
(2001) that abut the steps.

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm, H., McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrif+t

December 2006

Neg.# 20

The north end elevation of the building (and north
portico) looking sast/Southeast (that faces McGuffey
Park, across the way).

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 17

View of the real elevation of the building from
the McGuffey Hill Condémimiums® area, looking
southeast (with a corner, on the right, of one

of thé garages to the condominium complex). Note:
the 1995/95 elevator "tower", which is connected
to the building by a lower section (below the
entablature) that houses a "foyer" to the elevator
doors on each floor. The parking lot here (as well
the condominium area behind it) was originally the
school's playground.
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22,

23.

24,

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlettesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 14

View of the rear elevation of the building, up
closer (looking to the southwest). The closed in
"porch" of brick that covered the steps to the
boiler room may not be original, as its walls
are not bonded with the building proper. But the
original brickwork in it is of the same period,
it would appear. In itself, its materials are

original,

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm., H, McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrif+t

December 2006

Neg. # 22

The front (first floor) entrance foyer (view
corrosponds with that in photograph # 5), looking
across the longitudinal corridor to what is now

the McGuffey Main Gallery shop (and reception)

area (created out of the front half of the former
office - after the 1980 fire); further beyond is
the nowadays office. The tri-parte door and side
windows/transom combination here are the “fireproof"
1995/96 replacement of the original (that all but
the door survived the 1980 fire)., Note: the wall
here continues for another two and one half feet
above the picture rail (is, like the ceiling itself,
painted black). Note too, the "dust flue", left,

at baseboard level (is, like all of the rest of

the woodwork in this area, original).

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H. MeGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 24

The first floor longitudinal corridor, looking

north to south (it meets here the front foyer at
middle left). Fire walls, at each end of it, since
1975 block it off from the stairs. Like the pic-

ture rail, baseboards, door surrounds and the paneled
doors themselves, the maple flsor is original (as

is most of the plaster in the walls).
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25.

26.

27.

The McGuffey Art Center

(originally the Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 35

The Printshop studio (is the classroom shown

in photograph # 6 and # 7). Note: +the original
blackboard is behind the wall covering here -
between the chalk tray and the picture rail (as
it remains in most of the former classrooms - now
artists® studios - if covered in some form or
another).

The McGuffey Art Center
(originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

‘Richard Thrift

December 2006
Neg. # 23

View of the Main Gallery space, formerly a class-
room. Show here where it enters into the reception/
shop area of the former office space, with the cut-
away wall (it was in an electrical outlet in this
wall that the 1980 fire started). The floor here,
as it both the new office and the shop, is from
1980, though of maple. Even here most of the wood
work is original, if painted white,

The McGuffey Art Center

(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va,.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 29

View of the north stairs from the landing mid-
way between first and second floor. The firewall
is from 1975, and the metal door is a 1995/96
replacement of the 1975 wooden one, Originally,
the building was open from end to end on first
and second floor - and partially so at each end
of the basement level,
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28,

29.

30,

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H, McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 28

View from the head of the north stairs (from the
second floor firewall's doorway). Towards the mid-
way landing (or *break in the-run"), and, through
the window, McGuffey Park - over the way. It is
uncertain if the cast iron staircase here is origi-
nal (or its facsimili on the south end of the
building), but it was in place by the 1940s (if
not). It does follow the turn of the century school
building manuals specifications - for cast iron
statrcases in school buildings. The treads here

are of soapstone (older residents who attended
school here seem to remeber them being of wood)

as is the floor on the landing here., It is possible
that the treads only were originally of wood.

The lower handrails are of a finely molded maple,

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 30

View of north stairs (from the firewall doorway
on the first floor). Below is the north entrance
door, with transom, below the north end elevation
portico. The stairs turn again to go down to the
north basement's longitudinal corridor. The floor
of the entrance landing here is of the same Port-
land cement "squares" as is all the flooring in

the basement.

The McGuffey Art Center
(Originally the Wm. H. McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.

Richard Thrift

December 2006

Neg. # 24

The second floor longitudinal corridor, looking
south (both the first floor corridor and this
corridor are the Art Center's Lower and Upper
Gallery respectively). Midway, on the left, is

the original tri-parte door/windows combination
that fronted the former library room, All originals
here are the same as found in said corridor on the

first floor.
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31. The McGuffey Art Center ,
(Originally the Wm, H., McGuffey Primary School)
Charlottesville, Va.
Richard Thrift
December 2006
Neg. # 26

The second floor elevator corridor (like the

one on the first floor below it) was created

out of the space of two cloakrooms (note the

the center "patch" running lengthwise, where

the deviding wall once stood) during the 1995/96
"renovation" to bring the building "up to code”.
It is entered off the north end of the respective
longitudinal corridors. The "chimney" protuber-
ence here is from the original fresh/warm air
and spent air vent system that brought the former
up from the warm air chamber (via a fan in the
fan room) and expelled the latter from the tall
stacks above the roof. And are so situationed

in each cloakroom (now storage space) for the
former classroom it served - the vents/registers
merely wallboarded, for the most part, and
painted over (as seen here).
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As Mary Joy will tell you, the
first step towards a nomination is the
Capitol Regional Office‘'s evaluation of
this Preliminary Information Form, To
determine if the subject is worthy of
rresenting to their central office, (With
perhaps a request to the applicant for
additional information - or a better
shaped argument - beforehand,) 1t is a
simular process with the Central Office
who presents it to the DHR¥s National
REgister Evaluation Committee, Who will
consider if the subject meets the National
Park Service register criteria. All along,
of course, more information (and a better
argument) may be required, From there the
PIF goes to the State Review Board, Whose
vote completes the evaluation process,
Only then does the actual nomination to
the Virginia Landmarks and National R“gister
of Historic Places begins (which the
applicant must complete. (Kafka would
have loved this outfit, )

Both applicant and owner are kept
informed ot each step along the way. With
the applicant oblidged to adhere to any
request, if the evaluation is to be com-
pleted, For the nomination itselt a new
form must be completed, And so on.

When 1 tirst contacted the Regional
Ottice I got an encouraging response trom
those 1 queried many times over, And the
DHR archivist, Quatro Hubbard, was quite
supportive,

Dont know if your ot'fice wants +to
send it on directly, or if you want me to
pick it up and mail 1t myself, Wait to
hear,
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MCGUFFEY
ART CENTER

201 SECOND STREET, N.W.
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA
(804) 295-7973 22902

January 11, 2008

Mr. Gary O’Connell

City Manager’s Office,

P. O. Box 911

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Dear Gary,

Thanks for taking the time to meet with me on December 13% of last year. I’'m pleased to
report that at our last full association meeting, members voted unanimously to support the
efforts of the City in seeking approval for registration of The McGuffey Art Center on the
historic registry.

Should you need any further elaboration or clarification on this matter, I will be happy to
discuss it with you at any time. Many thanks for your patience.




December 28, 2007

Mr. Marc C. Wagner, Director, Resource Information Division
Virginia Department of Historic Resources

2801 Kensington Avenue

Richmond, VA 23221

RE:  Proposed McGuffey School Individual National Register Nomination
City of Charlottesville

Dear Mr, Wagner,
Please be advised that the City of Charlottesville fully supports the proposed nomination of McGuffey
School, located at 200 2™ Street NW, to the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia

Landmarks Register as an individually designated property. A Preliminary Information Form (PIF) has
been prepared in support of this nomination, which you will be receiving soon.

The McGuffey School is currently designated as a contributing structure in the City’s North Downtown
Historical Preservation and Architectural Design Control (ADC) District.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

David E. Brown
Mayor



October 29, 2007
;

Gary O'Connell
City Manager
P.0. Box 911
Charlottesville
Va, 22901

Dear Mr, 0‘Connell:

Re: Proposal to nominate McGuffey School/
Arts Association support.

John Grant, the current McGuffey Arts Association
president, if he has not already, should shortly be
writing to assure you that the McGuffey Arts Assoc-
iation is in no way against my project. And blames
himself - though he shouldn‘*t - for the lack of
response to your letter to the Association of May 17th.
As he more or less put it to me: "If the City Manager
asks us to support it how can we not do otherwise -
since it is a city building. It‘'s a no brainer.”.

That letter of March 8th to you from the previous
council gave a somewhat erroneous interpretation, I
fear, of the motion the Associatih voted on at their
February meeting. Which simply was that the Association
was concerned that "the city may feel as though McGuffey
is stepping on their toes - trying to change the status
of the building” therefore the Association "is in no
way connected to this endeavor and does not endorse
it”. It all had to do with not wanting to upset the
city as they saw it,

' I can only hope that you and your staff will be
assured by what John writes that there isn‘'t any
"opposition" waiting in the wings here to derail
things. So that I can leave off my Preliminary Infor-
mation Form material cn the building for your perusal
and recomentation to City Council. And, as I stated

in my original letter - and reiterated at our meeting -
I stand ready to make all or any additions’.and/or
corrections as asked tor by the Va, Department of
Historical Resources throughout the course of the

process,

Richard *Thrift

403 Altamont Circle #3
Charlottesville

Va, 22092
{rthrift2222@nhotmail.com)
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CASE STUDY: MCGUFFEY ART CENTER CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

This successful project was created from the traditional model of government financing for the adaptive reuse of a historic building as an arts facility. Once a downtown schoolhouse,
the McGuffey has become this university town's hip place for artists, art exhibitions, and the community's monthly gallery strolls. There's always a -aiting list of artists wanting to rent
space in the McGuffey, with motivation provided by many reasons including the building’s lower-than-average stndio rents in Charlottesville's heated real estate market. The center's
800 sq. ft."studios, which formerly were classrooms, rent for $105 to $125 monthly, while half studios rent for $55 to $65 monthly.
Set on a landscaped hillside adjacent to the busy, pedestrian mall, the converted elementary school that's now the center of Charlottesville's fast-growing arts scene is home to 40
artists working in 23 studios carved from the shells of old classrooms. Beautiful from the outside and in the hallways of its two floors of public gallery spaces, the actual working
quarters of McGuffey's artists are no-nonsense studios where the emphasis is on art creation’s nuts-and-bolts.

Owned by the city of Charlottesville and leased to the McGulfey Art Association (a for-profit corporation) for slightly more than $20,000 annually (enough to cove: che building's

utilities and maintenance), the building’s artists serve as members of the association's board. Through this entity they employ part-time staff for the center's maintenance and
administrative functions. Artists pay rent to their association.

Page 5

The city renovated the MeGulfey and opened it as an arts center in 1975. To participate as an artist, McGuffey tenants agree to keep their studios open to the public for 17.5 hours

weekly (a restriction which eliminates out-of-area artists as tenants), and most artists offer public art classes for modest enrollment fees. Rebuilt by the city in 1981 following a severe
fire, the structure was again renovated in 1996. According to Fay Clark, the McGuffey's administrator from its 1975 inception until 1998, the structure was always maintained to city
building code levels. “The first time the interiors were renovated was 1975, and the artists did that themselves,” she said. “But after the fire in 1981 a contractor came in and

repartitioned the entire building while the artists worked on the interior's damaged areas.”

Over the years, the McGuifey's artists periodically raised money to finance building improvements, while “...the city has .Es.mﬁ been there to work hand-in-hand with us through our
difficult financial times,” she said. McGuffey was perceived as something of a local treasure, according to Clark. So much of a treasure, she said, that the McGuffey's artists worked
tirelessly at building strong ties to community education and citizen groups as a strategy for embeddin g the McGuffey's position as a mainstay of downtown Charlottesville. “We

always knew,” said Clark, “that the best thing we had to offer the public was use of our building as a magnet for attracting people into downtown, so we worked across the board to
run it that way.”

One of the McGuffey's saving graces came about in an unusual way, she said. “We were turned down for tax exempt status back when we first opened, which became an advantage.

We never had to hire a grants writer. Instead it was the artists themselves who became responsible for the McGuffey's success or failure. Once we tried out life as a for-profit
corporation, we never looked back. We pay all our state, federa) and local taxes, including our property tax, and we operate on a zero-balance budget.”

WHAT WE WOULD DO DIFFERENTLY?

“I'd be very careful at the outset about deciding upon whatever sort of rules get written about how the artists function or about the project’s direction. You cannot manage a large
cooperative of creative individuals if everything becomes sacred territory.”

CHALLENGES FOR SUSTAINING PROJECT'S SUCESS

“Maintining the need to allow a balance of all the artists’ visions to be given equal consideration in the project's management and dealing with conflicting views. Also, maintaining a
centralized position of responsibility and power in the form of some entity that the city and media can continuously refer to when they have questions that need answering.”
ADVICE TO OTHERS

“First, find an angel willing to do for you what the City of Charlottesville did for us in terms of providing a building for free. Second, don't take for granted that your project can only

succeed as a 501C3, because our success is closely linked to our status as a self-sustaining organization. Third, understand that if you want to fulfill the role of being a cornmunity arts
center and an artists’ cooperative that you have to set up your governing body in a way that invests authority in the artists themselves and not to a central management group.”

HAS THE PROJECT BEEN SUCCESS

“Yes, in terms of what the community and city government expected of us we have more than fulfilied all the expectations placed on the project and have become the arts focal point
for anyone enjoying downtown Charlottesville.”

Responses by Faye Clark, Administrator, McGuffey Schooi, Charlottesville, Virginia



Surrounding trees and the nearby Blue Ridge Mountains are

perfect companions for the McG uffey Art Center.

Backstage at the McGuffey

High above the rooftops in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, is the McGufley Art
Center—a renovated school with a ro-
mantic feel and an incredible view. In
the late afternoon light the Blue Ridge
Mountains shimmer to the west, and in
the morning, the sun’s rays filtering
through a neighborhood park make
leafy patterns on the wall.

All in all, it's a perfect setting for the
activities that go on here, a marvelously
comfortable “home” for Charlottes-
ville’s craftsmen, painters, sculptors,
dancers, and photographers,

Just two years old this fall, Mc-
Guffey is a demonstration center for
the arts, a public gallery with a non-
elitist tone. People feel comfortable
bringing friends in or just walking the
halls themselves, talking to the artists
and watching them work. School groups
tour regularly, full of questions and
commotion, and no one looks twice, all
part of McGuffey’s community rela-
tions program.

McGuffey is run for the public, but
also for the artists, too.

“Most of all, we offer working space
for serious artists, people who are doing
some very subtle things,” Vice Presi-
deat Terry van Groll comments. “Here

the emphasis is not on selling but on
doing and on teaching.”

There is a definite lack of commer-
cial pressure; McGuffey’s space rents
for less than $1 per square foot, well

Liza Hintze's and Linda van der Linde’s
stone jewels are beginning to be
retailed across the country.

Seothern Ly

below that of similar community art
centers.

“Lots of artists can afford our rates,
even the ones who are struggling to sur-
vive. The city’s generous support allows
us to promote some very innovative
work—even if it is currently unsalable
—the kind that just might be the wave
of the future,” Mrs. van Groll- says.

The McGuffey Art Center was de-
veloped through the effort of many peo-
ple, not the least of which were the
members of the city council.

“In deeding it to us, I guess the coun-
cil figured that the worst thing that
could happen was that we would fold,
and that wasn’t any worse than leaving
the building sitting there empty,” says
Mrs. van Groll.

“The initial study committee, in fact,
chose to give the building to us because
we showed such enthusiasm and were
willing to take it as it was and do the
repairs ourselves. Before we applied for
it, we did a little study to prove that
we could fill the building with people
who really wanted tc be therz,” she
says.

The city paid for the renovations, in-
cluding new walls to enclose the halls

and improvements to bring it up to the .
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Cetaway

. . . just four miles from Walt Disney World

We've created an island resort lavish in every tropical mood . . . just
minutes from Walt Disney World, Sea World, Circus World, Stars

§ Hall of Fame, Wet 'n Wild and all the other funshine activities central
Florida is famous for. Embellish your fun-world vacation with all the
romance of the Caribbean at The Regency Inn: * Free shuttle-bus
service to Walt Disney World ¢« Complimentary welcome

istand rum punch & Poolside dancing nightly to the Spice Island .

Steel Band in our garden pavilion ¢ 2 pools * Complimen-

tary game equipment for tennis, horseshoes, basketball |

and more * Complete gameroom with pinball, air
hockey and electronic games ® Deluxe accommoda-
tions » Family vacation headquarters ® Dining in the
Copper Turtle Room, snack service at open-air pool

The
Regency
Inn

Having measured the wool she's spun,
Genevieve Clark rolls it into balls.

[ Send me more information on the

Caribbean Getaway at The Regency Inn

Name,

Address

City

tate

Mail to the Caribbean World at
The Regency Inn

8660 West U.S. Highway 192

Kissimmee, FL 32741

Call toll free (800) 327-9129
Throughout Florida (800) 432-9194

SL

You're going to enjoy a "Fun Ships”
Caribbean cruise so much, we're
willing to fly you free to Miami to
prove it. How? Easy! When you
book passage on one of “the Fun
Ships", we simply reduce the price
of your cabin by the amount of the
one-way air fare to Miami.

But, that's not ail. While our Fly/
Free plan applies to adults only,
your children can accompany you
at a special cruise price of $150
each. And, unlike other fly/cruises,
we'll let you stay in Florida as long
as you like . .., before or after the
cruise.

See your Travel Agent about a “Fun

Ships” Fly;Free Caribbean cruise.

It's the free, get-away that’s got jt alll

Two 7-day Fly/Cruises a week.
CARNIVALE departs on Saturdays
for San Juan, St, Thomas and St.
Maarten. MARDI GRAS departs on
Sundays for Nassau, San Juan and
St. Thomas,

JUST FOR

$425-$655

per person double occupancy, plus
port taxes based on lowest appli-
cable day air fare structure.

Carnival Cruise Lines
Miami, Florida 33132

'] The “Fun Ships™
CarnjyaleMard{ Gias

each 27,250 gross tons
registered in Panama

VE'LL FLY YOU

FREETO

fire code. The artists themselves com-
pleted all the other repairs on a working
capital of $300—which they themselves
donated.

Today the center is run entirelv by
artists in a cooperative manner, where
each regularly contributes time and en-
ergy towards its perpetuation.

“At first people said that it wouldn’t
work, that artists couldn’t manage
themselves, let alone a complex enter-
prise like this,” Mrs. van Groll says.
“But the shows are on schedule, the
educational projects flourishing, and the

Inspired by African design,

Scuthern Living

Mary Ann Ryan paints batik.



Christina Buck stitches a quilt.

public response continues to be over-
whelming. With more than 50 artists,
our studios are so full I really don’t
know where we’d put anyone else.”

The McGuffey Art Center is at 201
Second Street NW. in Charlottesville. It
is open Tuesdays through Saturdays
from 10 am. to 5 p.m. and Sundays
from 1 to 5 p.m. Admission is free.

For further information, write the
McGuffey Art Center, 201 Second
Street NW., Charlottesville, Virginia
22901.

Rob Cockrell’s specialty is handmade
banjos and hammer dulcimers.

This ad will put you

to sleep.

At Ramada, when you make re-
servations you won’t lie awake
wondering if your room will
be there when you are.

There’s no need to worry with
Ramada’s Room Finder® com-
puterized reservation system
keeping tabs on all 85,000 of our
clean, comfortable rooms. You
can get @ written confirmation
when you make a reservation
from one Inn to another —or, a
confirmation number over the
phone when you call our toll-free
number.

You see, with nearly 700 Inns,
we're big enough to be where you
need us, but small enoughto . -
know we need you.

We're building a reputation,

Find out just how good we are.
Call your nearest Ramada Inn for
reservations and a written confir-
mation. Dial 800-228-2828* for
toll-free, worry-free reservations
anywhere, anytime, or call your
travel planner.

Then, sleep tight.

For your free Ramada Inn Directory,
write Box 590 RW, Phoenix,
Arizona 85001,

*in Canada call 800-261-3232;
in Nebraska, 800-642-9343.

not resting on one.
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mMceuuney Art Center http://72.14.209.104/search’q=cache:lwVgbAFIm8MJ:www.relee.n...

This is 's of a3 retrieved on Oct 28, 2006 02:15:56 GMT.
- ‘s cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web.

The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the : without highlighting.

This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the only.

To link to or bookmark this page, use the following url:
http://www. google. com/search?q=cache: 1wVgbAF1u8MI: www. relee. net/cm/projects/McGuffey/default. btmtmcguffeytarttcenter &hl=enégl=usect=clnkécd=16&client=Ffirefox-

Google is neither gffifiated with the authors of this page nor responsible for Its content,

These search terms have been highlighted: mcguffey art center

MCGUFFEY ART CENTER
‘Chadottesville, Virginia

The McGuffey Art Center is a City owned propety that leases space to working artists. The building is essentially a large gallery for
ongoing exhibits by the tenants and shows by local artists. This 1920's vintage, former clementary school building was badly in need of
exterior painting, masonry repairs, replacement of concrete walkways, and total replacement of the stone entry stairs. Lec CM pravided
Owner Representative services to assist the City in the successful completion of this work.

Lee CM worked closely with the City and the tenants to coordinate the various phased construction activities so that impacts to the
ongoing studio activities were minimized. During the course of replacing and re-building the stone cntrance stairs, large potions of the
masonry check wall siructure were found to be significantly detesiorated. Lee CM worked out an alternate detail with the City and the
Contractor that provided a safe, timely and affordable solution, As part of Owner Representative services, Lee CM providsd ongoing
site inspections and reporting; reviewed Contractor submittals and Ppayment requests; maintained the City's project file; and assisted the
City in rectifying punchlist issnes and project closeout documentaion.

Project Highlights:

Project Team

® Owner: City of Charlottesville

¢ Owner's Representative: R.E. Lee Construction Management
® Architect: Smith Garrett Architects

* Contractor: Paradise Construction Company

Project Delivery System

» Conventional design-bid-build. Lee CM provided Owner's Representative services, including contract administration and construction
management, from bidding phase through project closeout.

Total Construction Value: $303,000

Construction Type

Improvements to the building exterior, including:

¢ Abatement of lead paint and re-painting of all exterior wood windows and trim
» Remove and replace stairs at primary building entrances with limestone treads.
* Repair and repoint brick cheek walls and chimneys.

* Remove and replace concrete plaza, cheek walls, and entrance walks.

Lofl 12/1/2006 7:36 AM



MeGUTREY'S RENOVATION [N PROGRESS

ST . . . The Dalty Peogross | Staphonss Grersa
WORK I PROGRESS: Mike Canaty lakas a break from laylng tlack at the MeGuffey Art Canlar In
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* THE McQUPRFFEY RISADIR

" History of McGuftey School,

By James G, J
Miss Carrie C. Burnley,

HOPING AND PLANNING

The name of this building - immedi-
Something
life and public services of
H. McGutfey is told in the
quoted
My ecarliest recollection of

ately arouses our interest,
about the
Dr. Wnr.
letters and
herewith,
anything  coanected with my own
school Jife 15 n McGulley Speller
from which | learned my letters,
ter the Readers aroused
asm in such a
ceased to love the look and enjoy the
content of these books.  When plans
were being matured for the construc-
tion of a primary school, three things
gave me uruch concern: the site upon
which  this  structure  was  to  be
ereeted;  the plans for the building;
and the name that it should Dear.
Years before the Palterson site was
seleeted, 1 habitually  went Lo the
northeast corner room on the (hird
Noor of the annex to Midway school
and would puze out of a window art
the top of the hill and visualize the
building that finally was erected on
the Patterson site.  “I'hese were years
of hoping and struggling, Many sites
were considered but I never lost ny
desire to have wy first choice selected,
During these ‘years, 1 studied the
plans of between four and Live hun-
dred  school  buildings  in different
parts of the country through actual
visits and through plans published in
the School Bourd Journal and in all
the  boaks on schiool - architecture
that 1 could lay my hards upon, [
tabulated the best Tedtures in all of
these buildings and stood for the se-

other cdocuments

lection of a firm of architects that
would he able to put my ideal into
conerete shape. Phe sehool  bourd

inally selected the frm of architects

ecommended by me, Ferguson, Cal-

ow and Taylor, of Narlolle, Vir-
nnia. R, IS Lee Taylor of this firm,
wetively worked with me until the
lans were completed and ready for

he apening  of bids, at which  time
charles )0 Calrow of the above fivm
ok personal charge of the exccution
I the cominission and with him, a
i of understanding lieart, the con-
ruction 6l MeGuffey  School  wis
rried  throogh,  Tatér Mr, Cilrow
el charge of the planning and the
mstroction of  Venable Schaol, (he
enable athictic field house, and the
corge Rogers Clark School.. In this
mnection, it is entirely appropriate
at I should pay a well-merited trily-

lLa-
my enthusi-
wiay that 1 have never

olinson, Superintendent of Schoots, in
Principal, and the teachers

ute to this skillfol architect who for
twenty-one  yvears has  been my  co-
worker in developing a group of ele-
mentary schoolb buildings,

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED
PLANT '

A description of this pProposed new
school bnilding was prepared hy me
at the request of the Daily rogress
of  Charlottesville, which paper  un-
der date of July 1, 1u15, published
the following arficle:

“PROFOSED NEW SCHOOL
BUILDING :

Many Important Details Are

Outlined
By Superintendent fohnson
In Article Given Out iy Reguest of

Reporter —  Location
Gives  Ample Playgronads for
Fight - Tlondreed  Pupils — Strie-
ture to Meet AN Requirements of
State  Law—Cliss Rooms  Are
Madel \Workshops for Pupils.

The Daily  Progress, realizing  the
desire ol the general public (o know
sontething about  the details ol the
proposed  new  schoul building,  re-
quested o reporter Lo get Superintend-

ent James G Johmson to give out a

deseription of “the plant as planned

by the Schaol Board.”

In complinnce with this  invitation

Progress

1915-1936

co-operition wwith
at this building,.

hundred and seventy-one feet having
two stories and basement planned (o

care for seven hundred and twenty Ly
cight  hundred  children  in o sixieen
class  rooms.  The most  rigid  ore-
quirenents. governing  the . consirue-

tion of sanitury school huildings haye
beew complied with both in the gren-
eral and the «etailed scheme,

The Basement,

This scection of the butlding has re-
ceived as much attention as (e class
rooms  themselves; the piteh is ten
feet in the clear; the Hoor space s
utilized for two toilet roums twenty-
four by forty-four feet, one for Doys
amd vne for wirls, cach roon heiny
thoroughly lighted and ventilated, all
fixtures being of the most approved
autonmatic type;  two play  rooms
twenty-lour by seventy-six lect, ane far
boys and one for wirls: a conl roon
twenty-lour Dby twenty-lour rect; a

botler rown twenty-four hy twenty-
cight feet; a janifor's rooin twenly-
four by twenty-four feet; fresh air,
fan room and warm air chamber for
the indirect radiator coils.  All Hoors
except in the coal room are cement,
The Hoor in this roum was also e
of cement before the construction was
finished. The lighting of the entire
basement is cven better than that of
the usual class room in Virginia schoot
buildings.

A special feature of this part of the
plant s that the toilet and pliy rooms
for the dilferent sexes are eittirely

the Tollowing article was prepared:
The Location.

selected by the School
Board “after most thorough and care-
ful consideration of nuwmerons loca-
tions during a period of almost three
jyvears, has the Jollowing points of
merit: ample size, approximately three
and one-fifth acres, giving an abund-
ance ol play space Tor cight hundred
children; splendid  clevation assuring
a free circalation of air and perfect
drainage; accessibility  ta the main
thoroughfares yvet in n guiet zone free

The  site,

from the disturbances  caused hy an

ever incereasing tide ol trallic,

The Proposed Building.

The building as designed is an im-
posing  structpre caovering gruuml,
ared sixty-sixooand one-third by one

segregated  from each other by the
fresh air, fan, warm air, coal, janitor,
and Dboiler rooms,  Absolute privacy
for each sex is guaranteed.

The boilers are enclosed i a cham-
ber that is entirely fireproof reducing
the danger from fire to. a minimun.

First and. Second Floors.

. ‘There are sixteen class rooms in
all, ¢ight on each loor.

On the first lloor
class  rooms  each
thirty-two feet and -also four class
rooms  cach twenty-four y thirty.
two feet: all rooms have a piteh of
thirteen  feet; the light area cquals
twenty-five per centum of the Hoor
space for each room. The cluss rooms
on the sceond floor are similar in all
respects to those on the first floor.

On the first Hoor there is an oflice:
on- the second Hfoor " there is a rest

four
by

there are
twenty-five

The school newsjetter, 1936 edition



re o for teachers and a library room
which can be used in connection with
e special individaal  work  that s
proving such a greal factor in the
progress of the  pupils at Midway,

Foery schonl by iﬂ;: should have a
qrecial ins{ruction room; this neees-

dry has been anticipated.

Cerridors and Entrances.

The main or Jongitudinal corridors
ron north and soutl; they are twelve
feei wide in basement and oo first

aml second fHoors with no protruding
ahstructions of auny  lkind,  ‘iThe con-
trance for the boys is at the vorth-
e, ik for the givls at the southern
endd of the huilding. The transverse

nr frond enfrance corridor is fourfeen |
feet wide amnd faces the cast. Bach
entrance s auile afltractive; the one

expecindly siriking.
The stairways ot either end af the
fopiinding! corridors are designed
for case and comfort Aclng five and a
hall feet wide, having six-inch risers
amned {hirteen- IllL.|\ treads, the runs be-
ing relicved by a spacious  landing
ball way between each story,
AMdoors to the entrances und
o the elass rooms onen outward,

at the front heing

fe
QAIN0

Heating and Ventilating

The class rooims are cared far by
direct I.(Ihlt()l“ to  overcome  losses
Uirongh exposed walls and  windowy,
while an abundant supply ol freshy,

warm atr is forced mu) cach room by
A welor driven fan from {he warm
air ehamber located in the hascmant
and  soapplicd  with fresh air taken
Uroueh shalts from 2 noint over the
fronl entrance insuring frecdem from
pullution of any kind,  The feul air is
removed  Trom cach room through
vetiiline fues that fead out to the
opeit dir above the roof.

o rooms inchiding

A the cor-
direet

radin-

other
tidors e supplicd awith
ton,

Detaiis of the Class Rooms.

Fach class room 1s a typical work-
. . . i "
shop Tor forty-five  children, The
irhting seheme s nnifateral, hat i
o oue side of  the room  anly,

Pall the rooms in the building have

cistern and Badf western  exposures,
This plan of orientation assures an
abuddanee of sunlight in cach reom
at sametime during the day, o thing
tud i imperative for proper saniti-
o, The desks will be lociaded  in
vich o way that the light wili come
fram the felt of the pupils tn &l rooms,

A windows are to he equipped with
adinstalde  transparest  shades  that
wiltl <hal out the dazziing  suntight

duringe hat portion of the school day

when e sun bowms e ¢orooins
with il force, I‘; general scheme
of the building s such that it awill not

o uxe

sary ¢ window shades

he neces

hui Tor a small portion of the school
day. lach class room hax s own
cloak - room, - independently lighted
properiy heated  and  ventilated, and
couiptad with  bat and  coal hooks,
ambrelln stand, drinking  fountals
[ awash basing theve are two open
catrances to cach cloak room dircet
[fronr e class room but no entrance
5] the corridors thisx pats the super-
Pvistan ¢f these rooms the eve
tol the feacher, thus preventing the
“”'“" of Dats, cloaks, wraps, and other
things by oilfering.

[ L .

i ithe  blackboards  will be natural
slate, three and a hall Teel  wide.
Iplau-u .i( delits {oosnit the children
iocach grades the ehatk troughs will
,iul\‘(‘ wire REreens Lh.l( let the dust
f...‘ throagh  into  the trough  thus
:m(- u-lu the  crasers from mopping
the dust hack on (he boprds,

P e oors Wil e maple Taid over
ta soh-tHoor covered  with dendening
quilt,

{
!
i
i

!
i
i

i

bevery

e . . ,
Fhiere will be no wood wainscoting.

'l‘l‘c wiatls Wwill bhe tinted in neutral
tones Lo st the =ource from which
the hight comes.

Faeh oo ik o be seaded with

forty-five single desks,

An cffort has been
deliwil to the best
cach imf;'\'i('mnl L‘.i:n:.\'
the plan{ as a wole, Maruvony, shin-
plicity, utility, ‘w.m'-' have been (he
ends <onght by arehitects and schoo!
olficinls,

handle
for
for

made 1o
advantage
room  and

A Final Word About the
Proposed Plant,

noocasy thing

months, and

for suitable
Yo

i the Hght

{hrough
vears of actual
school sites, to
of all the facts

It ois
weeke,
searehing
determinge

{o go

what is hest Tor the gener \i vood of
the school syvsteny in huildings and
equipmoent, o meel wnd discrss nlans
real  and maginary, (o spewd long
Bours fn omectngs wrappling with the
perplesing 1n'n!)l<_i,:5 that  confront

the School Board members wiio hav

the unremunerated burden  of  patri-
otic service  thrust upon them,  The
Ls v School Doard hax pone through

this process with tsellish devotion to
the public wellare,  The City Counci!
has approved  thetr conclusions  and
atuthorized o hond dsste (o carry in-
to effcet well matured plans cvolved

throveh first band experience in deal-
ing with the mwost important factor
in the vivie life of the cammumity.

T behnll of (he Hitle children of
the present and the future, the voters
are asked to oralify o bhond issue to
constriuct the huilding outlined ahove.
The Nchool Doarsd and the Counetd
have done all that they can do. The
|‘(‘_\E;(]§|\'”)i|“‘\‘ iy restls with the vol-

¢ |fellow-citizens.

Will they face this i
with patriotic courage?”

Crs.

( responsibil-
Ity

Yes, they did by a very substantind
vote, a majority of more than two to
ane at an ciection held July 20, 1015
| School plants are no cxception (o
Pthe general rule that almost all huild-
lzngs usced for any purposec must he
fchanged and modificd from tme to
ptitie to mieet new conditions and de-
jmands. The original lavout of Me-
'Guffey Schoel was sueh that it has
been casy ta make readjustiments as

the vears have rone by and this struc-
ture is still a modern home for the
children who are so fartunate as to
attend school here.

NAMING THE BUILDING

LrlTAV in my life, [ fcarned thc use-
[ful jesson of secking counsel from jn-

dividuals (qualitied to unc me guid-
ance and 'ﬂw.ﬂraucc Tn the c"omc of
a name fof this building, 1 consulted

in pcmoh or by ictier a group of out-
standing men whose letlers to me nay
tell their own story:

[“UNIVERSITY O®
Department of oy
i Charlottesville

VIRGINIA

incering

: Office of the Nean
i August 9, 1915,

Dr. J. 5. Johnson,
Charl ottcs‘.n.‘c, Va.

Dear Dr. Johnson:
You told me of the plan of naming

tthe new Charlottesville public school

1¢ »

for W. M. McGuffey, the {ormer
A Doas :

PUrofessor of Moral IPhilosophy of this

University, and bhave asked for mw
opinion as to the suitability of this
name. It scems to me cminently 'm-
propriate. Dr. McGuffey was a northe
crinoman who came to Virginia and
|thresv in his lot heartily with the
[southern people. At the ocuthreak of
[the Civil War, it would have heen
|natural for him to return to hf\' oW
|section of the United States: instead
of «oing this, he remained in the

shared the calamitics of s
From the bheginning
is University, he was
in public education.
In conjunction with Dr. Ainor, he
madic a canvass of Virgiuia with the
view of advancing schools for the
poorer classes. Te compiicd  what
doubticss has heen the bhest known
and most vscful series of readers and
spellers for primary  and  grammar-
school work cver produced.  So ex-
collent were the books that at the
close of the Civil War, he was in-
vited by a Cincinnati publishing firim
to bring cut revised edittont of the
whole scries  and  reccived cral
compengalion  for bis work, Az a
teacher -in the University, he was oue
of the greatest nien wiio ever worked
here, His old  students  today  will
Benr cordiad miwd  gratefol  testimony
(o the value of his instructicns, @i
fectures were stimulating and s stu-

| South and

{of his work in t
deeply interested

dents felt the censtant reaction of an
caente mind wiitch directed them into
sew regions of thought and activity.

Your plun of naming the new school

batlding in his honor seems to me a
well-deserved  testimonial to the life

and Hbors of 4 man who did so much

hoth for this University and for the
cange  of  general  education  in the
State,

Yours very truly,



ot LWL

ﬁg Se:

"em‘s

James G. Johnson, wha is ret1
v~—————-———“'_“\

m Supemntendent “Eme
tus “with ‘the sificeré hope that ‘he
‘may be spared any
t1v1ty‘ :

lutlon . read “in .. recogmtmn,
small part of the long and effec-

and’ éxtended educatlonal opporf
mfy it now affords” L
contmued “Dr, Johnsons conne;
Lion with the " s¢
cont1nue se that
avall 11:self -in meetlng the - Dro;

1ems of the dlﬁicult restless post—
war: beriod,” af Dr.

affal rg.

-
The rnsolutlon autnorlzed the

a commn{‘ee to prepare -and pr
senif to the. board ; *esolutiorr pro
erly oommemerahVe of: the service
‘of D, Johnson 3o the city
The board also

bet from the Third VVard aft
years of continuous service!

mg the cn: D next week to oceupy:
'thexr new" home, “Menwry Tane:
Farm " orf - the - Nine=Mile - Circle

Dr Joseph Kzunsk;y

.’ At~ the 1'11031'1thl};7 meehng of th-"
City: School "Board: last’ night;. Dr

years o.f B~ |

. The honor 1s bestowed the reso-‘
in-

tive, service af Dl James G John-'

In_this new oﬁice the resolutxdn r

Johnsons wis- [
dem: and wuie expcrxence in human .

cha1rman of -the board. to appomt'
adopted a reso-|:

lutlon expressing 1egret at the les—‘
ignation. ‘of 'W. H. Snydel, niem-

1Y f
e[ Walsh, A, L Hént
1wh1ch wns 1ecem:1y yurchased from,

}and Lee Hawkins. -

nom ri ea& ?@Aade}

ﬁmerams

DR. JAMEb Gs JOH'NSON :

fferson schools durlhg the sum:

- liper ‘'months, was referred to’-the

commitiee on grounds and bu11d~,.f
ings, with “power- to: act.- .

In ‘the absence of ‘the chs,uman,-
_';Dx A G A, Balg, last mght’s meet~:
! [ing was- presided over by Vice-4
Mz, Snyder and family - are 1eg,v-- i

Chaxrmzm Ra.ndalph H Perxy
members present Cwe
W ‘Gleasom, I—Ioman )

W. Towles Dettor_ J.

. W, I-I Sn"dcr. -
,.Fl_,_ed Harlan,t

Lo
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The two pictures on this page show the way McGuiiey School Buililing looked i 1926,




This picture taken at one o'clock, on the afternoon of Wednesday, November 11, 1926, gives a view of McGuffey School Ruilding from the northeast.
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FIRST FACULTY OF Me-
GUFFEY SCHOOL

MISS CARRIE C. BURNLEY

Miss Burnley was e(..xc_a_t_e‘d__i_x_“m the
rural schools o nia_and at_the
"Park Street School, cenducted by the
Misses Howard in Charlotteaville.
These two ladies were sisters-in-law
of Dr. Wiiliam H. McGuffey for:

whom McGuifey School is named.
f\tte' teach”g_____lw_xr_g_,one
school in Al‘)e*:w anty she
nburg Virginia, where

Session 1516-1917
Miss Carrie C. Burnley, Priucipal
Miss ida Carter. Substitute and
| Ofice H(_Ipcr

i

iRoom 11 Miss M. Rumbeugh 1A
I Room 12 3 1A
LRoom 13 1A

el =1) ity | !
s in the inter- 1Roco 14 Miss Battle 1B &

PTy 4 - | LU S e
mecL_ue grades. This position was Room 13 Creaves 1B
tendered her by Professor Charles G. Room 16 7\’[15- Ballard 1B &2A
Maphis, who was then principal of the Room 17 Miss H. Heusinan  2A

7’crr"-\\' 5A

Harrisonburg Scheols.  In

Roon 21

\Ad\x* imhtd B
Roon: 2: i

e at Mid-
W B

col Building., In due time she
was promicted to the eighth g"adc and
also 1‘1ac’e assistant principal of the
Frammar grade department. _jn 1430
to the hmh Hc'mc‘

ST
2B

I'nacker

Woodsen 20 & 3A

Miss Carrie C. Burnley.

Room 273
Room ?

DY

1916, thus becom-

FOfLAN ‘)rmc—i])al in _the
_Iames G. Johnson.

-.ncipc ! of

On September 6. 1916, she fook of-
fice zs the fArst principal of McGuffey |
Gchool and has served Lontmuouslv‘
ro date.

pupile  atrended
during the first term. 7\111 v
are now leading citizens of

|
|
l

ORGANIZATION OF McGUFFEY SCHOOL

Session 1936-1937

ont Miss Carnarene Youvsa, Secvcta

Du. Jasus G Jowxsox, Superi
Miss Cawrrrr C. Bernrgy, Principal Miss M. K. Toackew, Office Toacher

Room  Grade

Mg, Hun BURNLEY v 120 TACIB Mgy Gauneyrs SHUPFLEBAKGER ..o 22 3A
Mirss Nawey Wannzil oo, 11 1A-28 Mrss i 5A-5B

Mes, Mawvy G Frozuesdy v 13 2 Migs

Mrs, Evenvy BURBUSS v, 14 3A Mus. COTISON 1ot e 3 6A
Miss Juria JOXES i 15 2B-3A Miss ! TREVILLIAN ocveeiennencns 25 GA-TA
Mus. Marcawzt Burxer 16 3B Miss AnNrE BARKSDALL v o 26 6B

27 7A

18 4A Mrs. SiNCLAIR
....... 28 78

17 4B Miss Ina Bus. th

Miss Erizasmrm CrENSHAW
Mrss Awnanpn Meliwen
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MISS M. VIRGINIA PATTER-
SON’S SCHOOL

A Dbrief explanation is necessary in
order that the present generation may
understand that every school room in
1871 was numbered and each school
“Toom was called a school whether it
was a one room school located far
=Tfom any other school or a room in a

—
graded school of from two to any

TThnmber of x 15,

. The graded school located on Gar-
rett Street (to be described later in
this supplement) was composed of

rooms, designated as School

Number 1, School Number 2 and
Schoo!l Number 3. _A__ogne room
school taught by Miss M. Virginia

_schoo’

Patterson was known as School Num-
ber 4. To be absolutely sure of the
exact location of this particular schoal,
[ sent the following telegram to a

three

On Patterson Estate

This small brick building was a
part of the Patterson estate pur-

‘chased by the School

Joard of the

City of Charlottesville on the 3rd

Tay of July, 10713, as the site upon
which to erect

McGutfey  School
building. All of the brick buildings
on this SMM,
wefe torn down, the bricks were care-
fully cleaned and were put in the in-=
"Side  Dasemicut walls  of McGulley
Sehool when 1t was constructed.  So
the maferial in that one room school
is a part of the present McGuffey
structure, in whose sixteen rooms are
housed ‘today about 630 children.
Every pupil, past, present and to Dbe,
of McGuffey School should take pride
in the fact that McGuffey School is
the material and spiritual successor of
Wiss M. Virginia Patterson’s school.

Miss Virginia Patterson opecned lier
school on Monday, September 4, 1871,

pupil who entered this school in Sep

and it continued for a session of ten

tember, 1871:
“October 3, 1936

Mr. Paul G. Mclntire,
227 Iast 57th Street,
New York City.

Where was the bnilding located in
which Virginia Patterson taught you
Tn 18717

James G. Johuson,
Superintendent of Schools.”

The immediate reply was:
“Qctober 5, 1916

James G. Johnson,

Supt. City Schools,
Small  building about

feet northwest Patterson home.

Paul G, MclIntire."”

twenty-five

On Monday, August 23, 1915, 1 had

pictures made of the [atterson home.

TTese pictures, taken from the south

side and from the west side_of the

house, show a small brick

mansion
Duilding located about twenty-five

Teet northwest of the Patterson hone

months, closing ou the third Friday

i June, 1872,  Lhe names of the pu-

Tls enrolled for September, 1871, with

their ages follow:

Richard Anderson 12, Frank DBruf-
fey 7, Willie Fowler 8, Frank Han-
cock 8 Henry Hase 12, [iddie Hufl-
man 10, Goodloe MclIntire 11, Willie
McTntive 8, James Morgan 10, John
Patterson 10, Woodson Roberts 12,
Charles Roads 14, James Wells B8,
Thomas Wills 9, Arthur Whitehurst
7, Walter Zimmerman 11, Kate Bruf-
fey 10, Dettie Druffey 9, Martha
Cawles 13, Illa Denuais 11, IKmma
Dennis ¥, Cora Fartnagle 9, Blanche
Hartnagle 7, Lulic Jackson 13, Nellie

Jackson 12, Rosa Hase 9, Magyie
Morgan 13, Grace Morgan 6, Birdie
Morgan 6, Jane TPage 11, Luella

Whitehurst 14, Lilla  Whitehurst 9,
and Hattie Wells 6.

This roll for September was in-
creased by a few other pupils who
cntered later in the session. ‘l.\ﬁ_sﬁ
Patterson taught School Number 4 _for

“TnThe exact location given by Me Me-

the sessions 1872-1873, and 1873-1874
Whether this  school _continued _any

‘Intire. I have a_very distinet picture’

of this Dbuilding _in iy mind _as it
« - -4
looked from the Jefferson Strect side ]

longer than the session 1873-1874, [
do not know. The register that I have

and there seems to be no doubt that
it was the building where Mr. McTn-

tire attended school.

befare me, from which the above data
are taken, closes with the session of

1873-187 4.

Textbooks Used

The names of the textbooks used
were as follows:

“Reading, Holmes'; Spelling, Hol-
mes’;  Writing, Payson, Dunton;
AMental Arithmetic, Venable's; Writ-
ten Arithmetic, Venable’'s; Geography,
Maury's: English Grammar, Bullion's;
History, Holmes'"”

These Dhrief entries in reference to
the texthooks used do not, of course,
give a detailed list ol the books from
which sclections were made to be pur-
chased by the children. Mr. J. G.
Blount, Jr., assistant auditor in the
Department of Public Instruction in
Richmond, examined the minutes of
the Board of Kducation for the period
February through October, 1871, and
made for me a transcript of the lList of
books adopted for use in the public
free schools of Virginia in 1871. From
these excerpts we learn that Holmes'
series of readers contained a primer
and first, sccond, third, fourth, ffth
and sixth readers; the arithmetics by
Venable were First Lessons in Num-
bers, Drimary Arithmetic, Intermedi-
ate Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic and
Practical  Arithmetic; the language
series by Bullions included School
Granunar, Practical Grammar, and
Iixercises in Analysis, [arsing and
Composition; the  geographies by
Maury were IFirst Lessons in (Geog-
raphy, World We Live 1n, Manual
of Geography, and Physical Geog-
raphy; with the exception of the
copy books, the other texts listed in
Miss Patterson’s register were single

volumes.

As I write, I have at hand a copy
of mast of the texthooks used in this
school in the original editions of that
period. At some time, the children and
the teachers of McGutley School will
have an exhibit of these hooks of long
aga arranged in such a way that they
may he seen in contrast with those in
nse today.

The register kept by Miss Virginia
T'atterson was given by one of her
nicces on Noveniher 8, 1933, to Miss
Carrie C. Durnley, principal of Mec-
Guffey School, and was immediately
turned over hy ber to become a part
of the archives of McGuffey School.
This_treasured voinme is kept in a fire-
proof_sufe and 15 ghly prized by su-
perintendent, principal, teachers and
the happy family of McGuffey pupils.

The pictures of the atterson home
taken between ten and eleven o'clock
on the morning of August 23, 1913,

should tell their own story.
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This picture was taken (rom the vwest side of the Patterson mansion house hein

wen wenand cleven oleiuck on nday_moniing, Aneust 23 1015

The mdividuads, reading righy to Jefr,
Marshall, and Clindes 19

are: WO O Reott, James . Johnsoi, Dr. 1L, Lariv, A

. e e . )
Chesholm the others 1 have torgotten. I Both pienres Supt
3 =l

bl G Babinon iy bolding the p
Uos ol MeGutfey School Building for he coustruction o1 which dirt was hroken at_ten o clock the nest dav, Nugust 24, (913

Russow, J. E Havrnon, ©OF Wollo Ay, L

DR SR



This picture taken at half past ten o'clock, on Tuesday morning, November 100 1930, shows a view of McGuffey School Building fram the southeast.
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3, 1915

This pictre wis tiken e the sonth side of the Patterson mansion house hetweon ten and eleven o'clock one Monday merning, Auzuast 2,

The individuals. reading leit to right, are:

her Co, 1
— e

R. F. Webh, a high schoai teacher: S
tractors . Charles T Chisholm, a

Supt. James G. Tobuwson: J. 1
toreman for excavation, ete.; Rohert . Carter, in charg
cott, and A, Russow. school hoard building committee.

Harrison ot the Charlottesviile Tum-

of comstruction: De. T Farly, W CL
Tn 1871 zchaol Noo T was taught n small hrick building at leit,

com
S
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What McGuffey Does for Her Pupils

Teacher of History and Civics,

According to John Dewey: ‘'When
b4_5chool mtroduces and trains eagh
of soclety ito membership

t
“ehild

it its_own little community, sat-

“Jrafing WO _Willl & spirit_ol _service
—dproviding  hin_ with~_the instru-
—genrs ot seif-direction, we shall have
~{he decpest_and_Dhest guarantee of a
'WWIHCT] is _worthy,
" TFor the past twenty years McGuf-
fey has sought to develop in the pu-
pils who pass through her halls a
realization that the responsibility for
2 worth while social order rests upon
the individual and that  as each
“shoulders Ris responsibility for today,
“so will he be prepared for the respon-
“ibilites of citizenship tomorrow. [n
“keepig with the trends m education
McGuffey has foreseen that the imost
promising opportunity for the nf,ali-
zation of the ideal is in extra curricu-
lar activities. Here have heen devel-
vped qualities of real citizenship, an

By Liuge Pavye Woaonsox

and community respounsibilities is re-
ceiving national recognition. McCuf-
fey boasts a long list of clubs whose
activities in many instances are indi-
cated by their names. These are The
Happy Club, John Powell Music
Club, James G. Johnson Club, Flor-
ence Nightingale Club, The
Morris Page Citizenship Club, "I'he
Safety Club, The Good Citizenship
Club, News Flash and Literary Clubs.

In surveying the long list of clubs
one questions the aims which guide
their activitics. A few of these are:
an increase in the sense of responsi-
hility towards others, an opportunity
to engage in some worth while work
for others, to promote the welfare ane
care for the interests of pupils, to fos-
ter loyalty and enthusiasm dor the
best interests of the school, to pro-
mote a friendly spirit of comradeship
and to inspire pupils with high ideals
of manhood and womanhood. To_at-
tain this ideal they are encouraged to

appreciation of leadership, recreational
hiobhies, and an appreciation of art,

Keep _their badies beadtiful by cleanli-
ness and_right living, their ninds

music, hterature, ideals of home Tife
and an intelligent interest, on_ the

‘Tpart_of _the community..in the school,
its needs and possibilities.

In social service work McGuffey
oTTors 1f8 pupils opportunities rarely
“&xtelled, —T'E ~Jumior  Red Tross is
mrganized each vear about the first
of November. On Armistice Day of
this year over thrce hundred mem-
hers were enrolled. The proceeds are
divided equally between the children's
work in the Charlottesville and Albe-
marle Chapters and the national or-
ganization in  Washington. uroll-
ment is voluntary.

Through classes and organizations
of the school, toys and [laskets of
rroceries are given to needy families
at Thanksgiving and Christmas,
Through the lunch counter, estab-
lished many years ago, needy children
_we supphied with dree Junches, funds
Are Taiged for athlefics, the McGuffey

Keader, Tibrary afnd,_the reatal of mo-

WOH picture  fils.  Clerks at  the
i) receive valuable lessons in
tourteous service and would-be pur-

thasers learn the life lesson, “First
tome, first served.”

As the business of the school is to
fain pupils to perform successfully
their  duties and responsibilities as
ftizens, club work as a phase of the
school program of training for school

pure Dby studv and right thinking,
their hearts tender Ty symipathy and
Toving service and tlhieir spirits joyous
‘Through a constant search for truth

and Deauty.
“TThese clubs give to those who are

worthy, dependable, and capahle a
opportunity to develop their talents
of leadership.  They offer poasibili-

ties of developing real traits of citi-
zenship in the group by giving pupils
the experiences of real life.  Substan-
tial gains come to the pupil through
his ability to mect people, his added
watertal  for thought, self-reliance,

fair-mindedness, tolerance, poise and
personal charm. Their initiative, re-
spansibility and willingness to work
with others for a cammon purpose

develops a school spirit which exeni-
plifies the finest attributes of a citi-
zen who has a wholesome respect for
the enforcement. of law and arder in
the city, state and nation. )

Substantial gains to the school are
recognized in better understanding of
the pupil -on the part of the teacher,
enjoyment of school life on the part
of the pupil, improved discipline and
hetter results generally than from
purely academic work.

McGuffey offers a rich and wvaried
program  through valuable _supple-
ifentary_aids to_classroon) procedyrc
adequate Tibrary material, six_hundred

Jamesy

Sixth and Seventh Grades

Mield trips_and _our unewest _and most
enjoved acquisition, a motion pieture

|_machine,

Public spirited citizens have aided
McGuffey in its  efforts to  vitalize
school work through gifts of travel
pictures, shide machid® and  decori-

tive pictures Tor the classroonis
Th~ living past in its relation to the
present is brought vividly before the
pupils by pilgrimages to  places of
historic interest and units of work in
literature, music and art. The value
for their

ot the curriculum present
needs is  impressed  upon  pupils
through a study of existing institu-

and the
a workd

tions such as banks, {actories
postal system. Their part in
community is  made real  through
travel umts 11 geography and units
on international relations in o history
and civics.

The value of an individual life

speaks silently from the tinted photo-

graph of Dr. AWilliant H. McGulley
which hangs n_{lie entrance hall of
the school.” This™ photograph  was

presented to the school hy Miss Anna
Howard, a sister-in-law of Dr. Me-
Guffey, and is a much prized posses-

sion of the school.  From the walls
of classrooms and “Corridars  other

kindly “Faces of the great ol _{he past
remind McGuffey pupils that:

“We can make our lives sublime,
And departine leave behid us
Footprints on the sands of Thae”

Thus does McGuifey offer cach pu-
pil who enters, whether from homes
of pleuty or poverty, an enriched pe-

riod of tramning thal will enable them
to go forth into ow city, state and
nation with lofty ideals for harmo-
nious and useful living.

SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE

Mrs. Woodson has very ably told
what MeGuffey tries to do Tor her
pupils. At this huilding the mectings
ol the school hoard _are Tield and Tiere
the records of this haly are kept
g each school session Trom day
to day for twenty years, I _have scen
the children passing back and [orth in
the corridor ¥ the gluss-paneled door
Gty _othee, _Lhe wave ol httle hangds
“Td the smile ol Tappy faces make

TiTe seem to e a _venture foll of

eystone shides, Victrola and records,

vouthful romance,
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