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February 2021 BAR Decision

Watkins, Robert <watkinsro@charlottesville.gov>
Thu 2/18/2021 3:01 PM

To:  Andelic, Jozo <andelic@charlottesville.gov>
Cc:  Werner, Jeffrey B <wernerjb@charlottesville.gov>

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
BAR 21-02-03 
1331 West Main Street 
Tax Parcel 100006000 
MKV Property LLC, Owner 
Jozo Andelic, Applicant 
Exterior painting 

Dear Jozo,

On Wednesday, February 17, the Charlottesville Board of Architectural Review reviewed the above-referenced
project. Please find the BAR's motion below:

James Zehmer moves to defer application. 
Breck Gastinger seconds. 

Motion passes (8-0). 

Since your application was deferred, the BAR will again review your application on Tuesday, March 16. Please let
me know if you have any further questions! Jeff and I will be in contact.


All the best,

Robert

Robert Watkins
Assistant Historic Preservation and Design Planner
Neighborhood Development Services
PO Box 911
Charlottesville, VA 22902
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CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

STAFF REPORT  

February 17, 2021 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

BAR 21-02-03 

1331 West Main Street, Tax Parcel 100006000 

Owner: MKV Property LLC 

Applicant: Jozo Andelic 

Project: Exterior painting 

  

  

 

Background 

Year Built: ca. 1965 

District: West Main Street ADC District 

Status:  Contributing 

 

1331 West Main Street (formerly Café Europa, now Fig restaurant) is a contributing structure in 

the West Main Street ADC District, near the Corner. It was built in the mid 1960s as the 

University Diner, home of the famous “Grillswith” donut and ice cream sandwich. The West 

Main façade features decorative cinder block on the covered entrance that was original to the 

building’s construction. 

 

Prior BAR Reviews 

September 2013 – BAR approved (8-1) exterior painting and the covering of the decorative 

cinder block façade feature with cement boards. 

 

Application 

 Applicant’s submittal: Jozo Andelic submittal dated January 20, 2021: photo of existing 

building detailing areas to be painted, photo of building with similar color scheme to 

demonstrate desired colors 

 

CoA request for new white and grey exterior paint scheme. Request includes whitewash on 

unpainted brick.  
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Discussion 

Staff finds the proposed paint scheme appropriate. Though the Design Guidelines discourage 

painting unpainted masonry, the building’s relative lack of architectural distinction and recent 

construction date merit an exception. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the requested CoA with the following recommendation: 

 Brick and mortar be repaired and repointed prior to whitewashing 

 

Suggested Motions 

Approval: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including the ADC 

District Design Guidelines, I move to find that the proposed painting at 1331 West Main Street 

satisfies the BAR’s criteria and is compatible with this property and other properties in the West 

Main Street ADC District, and that the BAR approves the application as submitted.  

 

(or with the following modifications…)  

 

Denial: Having considered the standards set forth within the City Code, including ADC District 

Design Guidelines, I move to find that the proposed painting at 1331 West Main Street does not 

satisfy the BAR’s criteria and is not compatible with this property and other properties in the 

West Main Street ADC District, and that for the following reasons the BAR denies the 

application as submitted.  

 

Criteria and Guidelines 

Review Criteria Generally 

Sec. 34-284(b) of the City Code states that, in considering a particular application the BAR shall 

approve the application unless it finds: 

(1) That the proposal does not meet specific standards set forth within this division or applicable 

provisions of the Design Guidelines established by the board pursuant to Sec.34-288(6); and 

(2) The proposal is incompatible with the historic, cultural or architectural character of the 

district in which the property is located or the protected property that is the subject of the 

application. 

 

Pertinent Standards for Review of Construction and Alterations include: 

(1) Whether the material, texture, color, height, scale, mass and placement of the proposed 

addition, modification or construction are visually and architecturally compatible with the 

site and the applicable design control district; 

(2) The harmony of the proposed change in terms of overall proportion and the size and 

placement of entrances, windows, awnings, exterior stairs and signs; 

(3) The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation set forth within the Code of Federal 

Regulations (36 C.F.R. §67.7(b)), as may be relevant; 

(4) The effect of the proposed change on the historic district neighborhood; 

(5) The impact of the proposed change on other protected features on the property, such as 

gardens, landscaping, fences, walls and walks; 

(6) Whether the proposed method of construction, renovation or restoration could have an 

adverse impact on the structure or site, or adjacent buildings or structures; 

(7) Any applicable provisions of the City’s Design Guidelines. 
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Pertinent Guidelines for Rehabilitation: 

K. Paint 

A properly painted building accentuates its character-defining details. Painting is one of the least 

expensive ways to maintain historic fabric and make a building an attractive addition to a historic 

district. Many times, however, buildings are painted inappropriate colors or colors are placed 

incorrectly. Some paint schemes use too many colors, but more typical is a monochromatic 

approach in which one color is used for the entire building. On particularly significant historic 

buildings, there is the possibility of conducting paint research to determine the original color and 

then recreating that appearance. 

1) Do not remove paint on wood trim or architectural details. 

2) Do not paint unpainted masonry. 

3) Choose colors that blend with and complement the overall color schemes on the street. Do 

not use bright and obtrusive colors. 

4) The number of colors should be limited. Doors and shutters can be painted a different color 

than the walls and trim. 

5) Use appropriate paint placement to enhance the inherent design of the building 

 

















1331 West Main—The Fig  (Feb 2021) 

Proposed painting 

Proposed color palette 

Grey Whitewash 
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