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HISTORIC NAME: Dicke rson-Wi II i ams Bui I di ng
DATE/PERIOD: 1903,1929,1955,1982
STYLE: Vi ctori an
HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 storeys
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 27.5' x 230.9' (6165 sq. f t ,}
CONDITION : Good
SURVEYOR: Bibb
DATE OF SURVEY: 5ummer 1982
SOURCES: Ci ty Records

The Daily Progress, 1905 special edition
The Daily Progress, Ch'ville Bicentennial

STREET ADDRESS: 212 E. Main St.
MAP a PARCEL: 28-35
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:
PRESENT ZONING: B- 4
ORIGINAL OWNER: B. F. Dicke rs on
ORIGINAL USE: Dry Goods Store
PRESENT USE: Department Store
PRESENT OWNER: H. A. & E. Smi th

ADDRESS: 609 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

edition, 4/13/1962
Sanborn Map Co. - 1896, 1907

ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION

The Dickerson-Williams Building is two storeys tall and three bays wide. Wall construction is of pressed brick laid
in stretcher bond on the facade. It has.recently been painted cream. The first level storefront has always had a
central entrance loggia. The present one has curved multi-light display windows and a Palladian arched entrance.
At the top of the storefront, there is a stuccoed panel and a hip-roofed hood covered with green standing-seam
metal, with a wooden cornice. Each bay at the second level is recessed between rusticated brick piers. Windows
are round-arched with rock-faced stone hyphens and sills extending the width of the bay. Windows were originally
double-sash, I-over-I light, with half round transoms. The present windows are circular-headed, multi-I ight,
fixed sash. There is a recessed band of mousetoothing above each window. Corbelled brackets in each bay mark the
top of the recession. There is a simple white wooden entablature on the. ·parapet. The original entablature had
cornice stops and ball finials and was probably made of pressed tin. Behind it a nearly flat ~hed roof covered with
tar and gravel slopes to the rear. The rear extension nearly doubled the size of the building. Wall construction
is of brick laid in 6-course An1erican bond. It also has a nearly flat shed roof covered with tar and gravel which
slopes toward the original building. The Water Street facade is three bays wide. The large windows were replaced
~ith much smaller ones in 1955. There is a storefront with recessed central entrance at the basement level.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

The dry goods firm of Dickerson and Richardson began business in 1892 in a mid-nineteenthcentury2-storey brick
building on this site. B. F. Dickerson became the sole owner after Richardson's death in .1901. He purchased the
building in 1903 (City DB 15-90) and, according to tax records, replaced it with the present building the same year,
probably using portions of the side walls of the old building. He extended it to Water Street in 1929 (see DB 64-46&
284). Dickerson died in 1932, and the firm was sold to the N•. W. Pugh Company. C. H. Williams, who had been manager
of the store for a year, purchased the firm in 1936. In 1955 the entrance loggia was enlarged, the second storey
windows were bricked up, the cornice was removed, and the facade was faced with Italian marble under the di rection
of the architectural firm of Stainback and Scribner. H. A. and E. Smith (USA),Ltd, purchased both the building
and the business in 1982 (DB 427-325) and removed the marble from the facade.
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Dry Goods Emporium of B. F. Dickerson,

Smith's of Bermuda
Formally Opens New
Downtown Store
Sir Henry Vesey C. B. E., Chairman of the Board
Smith's of Bermuda, was present when Mayor
Francis Buck cut the ribbon to officially open the
new Smith's of Bermuda store on the Downtown
Mall.

The opening ceremonies included a presentation
by Mr. N. H. P. Vesey, Jr., President of Smith's of
Bermuda, of an heraldic shield from the city of
Hamilton, Bermuda to Mayor Buck - a token of
the new link between the two cities.

The Directors of Smith's of Bermuda expressed
their appreciation of the warm welcome shown to
them and the hope that the Downtown Mall con-
tinues its growth and prosperity.
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