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STREET ADDRESS .. 401 Ridge Street HISTORIC NAME ° Methodist Presiding Elder's House
MAP 8 PARCEL . 29-132 DATE / PERIOD . circa 1891
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK:. 4-339 STYLE! Victorian
PRESENT ZONING: R-3 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: 2 storevs
ORIGINAL OWNER: Ch'ville Dis. of VA Methodist Conference DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA® 67' x 206' (13,802 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE:  Residence(Parsonage} CONDITION ;| Fair
PRESENT USE Church SURVEYOR . Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . Charlottesville Seventh Day Adventist DATE OF SURVEY. Winter 1978
ADDRESS . 401 Ridge Street Church  SOURCES: City/County Records

Charlottesville, VA Lorenzo Thoms, of Seventh Day Adventist Church

Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTICN

The Presiding Elder's House is a two-storey brick house on a low foundation with irregular Queen Ame massing and a
high hip roof of standing-seam metal accented by iron cresting along its short ridge, with wide gables over projecting
side bavs on the facade and both sides. It has a heavy boxed cornice with returns, and a wide cornice board. There
are woodenshingles and evebrow-shaped attic vents in each gable. One of two interior chirmevs in the main block has
been removed. There is also a smaller chimney in the kitchen wing. The brick is laid in five course American-with-
Flemish bond (five stretcher courses and one header-stretcher course) above the water table. The double-sash windows
are two-over-two light, some arranged in pairs, with architrave trim. The original double entrance doors with rec-
tangular transom have been replaced in the current remodelin

g with a new door at one side of the cpening, and the rest
boarded up. The veranda covers two of the three bays of the facade and continues around the corner on the south to a

second small entrance door which probably led into the minister's study. It has simple Eastlake posts and balustrade,
sawn arcaded frieze, and low hip roof with boxed cornice. There is a tiny second-storev porch above the entrance. Its
posts and frieze match those of the veranda below, but a simpie balustrade has replaced the original.

The one-storev
rear Kitchen wing has matching brick work and cornice, simple low-pitched metal hip roof, and six-over-six light win-

dows. The floor plan is irregular. A three-flight, cpen-well staircase rises from the entrance hall, lighted by a
small, square, multi-light window at the main level and a round window with wheel-spoke mumntins at the second level.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

This building and its predecessor served as the residence of the Presiding Elder, or District Superintendent, of the
Methodist Church for over a century. Patrick Martin purchased an widmproved 1:  acre lot from Elijah Dunkum in

1843 (ACDB 42-17), and the next year sold the same lot, now improved with a brick dwelling and brick kitchen, to
walker Timberlake (ACDB 42-62), who sold it the following year to the trustees of the Methodist Church (ACDB 43-268).
The 1877 Charlottesville map shows this first parsonage as a Virginia I-house located in the center of the property,
probably where 405 Ridge Street now stands. The new parsonage at 401 Ridge Street must have been built before 1891
because on 4/6/1891 the Albemarle County Circuit Court granted permission for the property to be subdivided and four
lots, including the site of the old parsonage, sold. (City DB 2-332)., The house was sold in 1949 to Mary D. Thompson
(DB 148-155), who sold it ten years later to Edward and Carrie Henderson (DB 211-161). After their deaths, the
trustees of the Charlottesville Seventh Day Adventist Church bought the house in 1976, returning it once again to
parochial use. They plan to remove the partitions between several rooms and make & church sanctuary on the main level,
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LANDMARK & SURVEY

DENTIFICATION 1 BASE DATA

f street Address: 401 Ridge Street

% Historic Name: Methodist Presiding Elder's House
§ Map and Parcel: 29-132 j Date/Period:

circa 1891
? Census Track & Block: 4-339

Victorian
{ Present Owner: Charlottesville Seventh Day AdventistChurch @ Height to Cornice:

; Address: 5401 Ridge Street { Height in Stories: 2

4 Present Use:  Church

4 Original Owner: Charlottesville District of Virginia
i . Methodist Conference : .
Original Use: Residence (Parscnage | Assessed Value (land + imp.):

§ Present Zoning: R-3
§ Land Area (sq.ft.):67' x 206

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Presiding Elder's House is a two-storey brick house on a low foundation with irregular Queen Anne massing and a %
high hip roof of standing-seam tin, accanted by iron cresting along its short ridge, with wide gables over projectingf
side bays on the facade and both sides. |t has a heavy boxed cornice with returns, and a wide cornice board. There
are wooden shingles and eyebrow-shaped attic vents in each gable. There is one interior chimney in the main section
and another in the rear wing. The brick is laid in five course American-with-Flemish bond (five stretcher E
courses and one header-stretcher course) above the water table. The double-sash windows are two-over-two light, someg
arranged in pairs, with architrave trim. The original double entrance doors with rectangular transom have been re- §
placed in the current remodeling with a new door at one side of the opening, and the rest boarded up. The veranda
covers two of the three bays of the facade and continues around the corner on the south to a second small entrance -
door which probably led into the minister's study. It has simple Zastlake posts and halustrade, sawn arcaded frieze,
and low hip roof with boxed cornice. There is a tiny second-storey porch above the entrance. Its posts and frieze [
match those of the veranda below, but a plain balustrade has replaced the origiral. The one-storey rear kitchen wing 3
has matching brick work and cornice, simple low-pitched tin hip roof, and six-over-six windows. The floor plan is §

irregular. A three-flight, open well staircase rises from the entrance hall, lighted by a small, square, multi-panedf
window at the main laval and a round window with wheal-spoke muntins at the second level,

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

This building and its predecessor served as the residence of the Presidingflder, or District Superintendent, of the
Methodist Church for over a century. Patrick Martin purchased an unimproved 1% acre lot from Elijah Dunkum in :
1843 (ACDB 42-17), and the next year sold the same lot, now improved with a brick dwelling and brick kitchen, to .
Walker Timberlake (ACDB 42-62), who sold it the following year to the trustees of the Methodist Church (ACDS 43-268). 3
The 1877 Charlottesville map shows this first parsonage as a Virginia l-house located in the center of the property,
probably where 405 Ridge Street now stands. The new parsonage at 401 Ridge Street must have been built before 1891 3
because on 4/6/1891 the Albemarle County Circuit Court granted permission for the property to be subdivided and four H
lots, including the site of the old parsonage, sold. (City DB 2-332). A one-storey rear kitchen wing was added
sometime before 1907. Thehouse was sold in 1949 to Mary D. Thompson (DS 148-155), who sold it ten vyears later to
Edward and Carrie Henderson (D8-211-161). After their deaths, the trustees of the Charlottesville Seventh Day
Adventist Church bought the house in 1976, returning it once again to parochial use. They plan to remove the

GRAPHICS

4 partiticns between several rooms and make a church sanctuary on the main level.

CONDITIONS | 1 SOURCES

Good

City/County Records
Lorenzo Thems, of Seventh Day Adventist Church
Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville




VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 03/24/1994

VDHR Reconnaissance Survey Form

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
PROPERTY SURVEY FORM
RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

VDHR File # 104-0025-007

Property Name:
Historic Methodist Presiding Elder’s House

NR Property Category: Building
Wuzit: House/Offices

Tax Code: Section Parcel

County/City: Charlottesville (City)

USGS Map: USGS Quad: Charlottesville East

ADDRESS/LOCATION INFORMATION

Address: 401 Ridge Street
Location:
Vicinity of: Municipality: ZIP: 22901

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION

Property Boundaries:
Ownership: Private

RESOURCE COUNT -

# Category Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 Building Contributing
Contrib: 1
Non-Contrib: 0
WUZIT COUNT -
# Wuzit Contributing?
TOTAL: 1
1 House/Offices Contributing
Contrib:

o

Non-Contrib:



RESOURCE - GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

Resource Level:
Estimated Construction Date: 1891 ca
Source of Date: Tax Records
Physical Status: Existing
Condition: Good
Threat: For Sale & Vacant
Degree of Historic Integrity:

Association:

Design:

Feeling:

Location:

Materials:

Setting:

Workmanship:

PRIMARY RESOURCE RECONNAISSANCE DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style/Derivative: Victorian (Vernacular Queen Anne)

# of Stories: 2.0 # of Bays Wide: 3 # of Bays Deep: 4

Arch Config: Geo Config:

Footprint:

Component # Form/Treatment Material Matr’l Treatment
Chimneys  interior Brick
Foundation Brick

Porch Wrap-around Wood Eastlake details
Roof Hipped Metal Standing seam
Windows double-hung sash Wood 2/2, 6/6

Brief Architectural Description of Primary Resource:
The Presiding Elder’s House is a two-storey brick house on a
low foundation with irregular Queen Anne massing and a high
hip roof of standing-seam metal accented by iron cresting
along its shorter ridge, with wide gables over projecting
side bays on the facade and both sides. It has a heavy
boxed cornice with returns, and a wide cornice board. There
are wooden shingles and eyebrow-shaped attic vents in each
gable. One of two interior chimneys in the main block has
been removed. There is also a smaller chimney in the
kitchen wing. The brick is laid in five course
American-with-Flemish bond (five stretcher coursed and one
header-stretcher course) above the water table. The
double-sash windows are two-over-two light, some arranged in
pairs, with architrave trim. The original double entrance
doors with rectangular transom have been replaced in the
current remodeling with a new door at one side of the
opening, and the rest boarded up. A one-storey verandah
wraps around the southeast corner of the house between
Projecting bays on the facade and southern side. A second
small entrance door at the southern end probably led into



the minister’s study. It has simple Eastlake posts and
balustrade, sawn arcaded frieze, and low hip roof with boxed
cornice. There is a tiny second-storey porch above the
entrance. Its posts and frieze match those of the verandah
below, but a simple balustrade has replaced the original.
The one-storey rear kitchen wing has matching brick work and
cornice, simple low-pitched metal hip roof, and six-over-six
light windows. The floor plan is irreqular. A
three-flight, open-well staircase rises from the entrance
hall, lighted by a small, square, multi-light window at the
main level and a round window with wheel-spoke muntins at
the second level.

Brief Architectural Description of Additions and Alterations
See Architectural Description and Historical Description.

Brief Architectural Description of Secondary Resources:
Potentially Contributes to Historic District:

Ridge Street Historic District
Potentially Associated with NR Multiple Property:

Architectural and Historical Summary:

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

This building and its predecessor served as the residence of the Presiding
Elder, or District Superintendent, of the Methodist Church for over a

century. Patrick Martin purchased an unimproved 1/2 acre lot from
Elijah Dunkum in 1843 (ACDB 42-17), and the next year sold
the same lot, now improved with a brick dwelling and brick
kitchen, to Walter Timberlake (ACDB 42-62), who sold it the
following year to the trustees of the Methodist Church (ACDB
43-268). The 1877 Charlottesville map shows this first
parsonage as a Virginia I-house located in the center of the
property, probably where 405 Ridge Street now stands. The
new parsonage at 401 Ridge Street must have been built
before 1891 because on 4/6/1891 the Albemarle County Circuit
Court granted permission for the property to be subdivided
and four lots, including the site of the old parsonage, sold
(City DB 2-332). This house was sold in 1949 to Mary D.
Thompson (DB 148-155), who sold it ten years later to Edward
and Carrie Henderson (DB 211-161). After their deaths, the
trustees of the Charlottesville Seventh Day Adventist Church
bought the house in 1976, returning it once again to
parochial use. They plan to remove the partitions between
several rooms and make a church sanctuary on the main

level.

SIGNIFICANCE & RELATION TO EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Methodist Presiding Elder’s House is typical of the
Victorian residences built on Ridge Street in the late
1800s. Nice details include a wheel window, the iron
cresting on the roof, and a tiny second storey porch
repeating the trim of the verandah.For over half a century,
this house served as the residence of the Presiding Elder
(now known as District Superintendent) of the Methodist
Church. After some insensitive alterations, it has now been
rehabilitated.As the northernmost remaining house on the
western side of the street, the Methodist Presiding Elder’s
House 1s extremely important to the streetscape. It is also
part of the very important 400-block, an intact grouping of
diverse and architecturally significant houses.
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Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville

Interview
Lorenzo Thoms, of Seventh Day Adventist Church

PHOTOGRAPHIC/DRAWINGS DOCUMENTATION

Media VDHR Neg # Frames Date

B&W 35mm photos 13470 5 - 8 1/ /1994

CRM MANAGEMENT EVENTS

Survey PAVA/Smead and City/Bibb / /1978

IPS data entry-PAVA (Smead)



sid
/e s/
parch

~r
O . N . /
DETEC T TEEl Lty fgEcs o
A0l ricse S
,'Jl
i
;’ Gt
| 4
: ol SR
j 4 A )
) | 2] |
]
} |
I
| s~
- s -
~ s A
N AN -
~ N F /
~r N -
i Y &
! |
l i
] {
I
7 s |
A
P ]
)
' 7
& 7
L = - "

o

o
s

\ .,
_\!_
|
i'
|
J
~F

s t

0

i

§

ll ﬂ A
A

" ;

i \ STV

{

‘I.

{

| <tre

{ J’L(r:/. e

; i/ 2

{l ~ laly

| :

i |

| i

{ |

|




e VIRGINIA CONFERENCE

n
4
; COUNCIL ON MINISTRIE
0
.
[}
- THE UNITED METHODIST BUILDING -+ 4016 WEST BROAD STREET +* RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23230
CHURCH
TELEPHONE: 804—359-9451 JAMES W. TURNER, COUNCIL DIRECTOR

RESEARCH AND PLANNING:

RAYMOND F. WRENN
DIRECTOR

EXTENSION: 118

December 5, 1978

Miss Eugenia Bibb

Department of Community Development
City Hall

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Dear Miss Bibb:

In reference to your inquiry about the district
parsonage on Ridge Street, Charlottesville, I'm
sorry to have to tell you that this is the sort
of information that we do not have in this office.

Whatever records there are would be in the hands
of the present Charlottesville District Superinten-
dent, Rev. W. A, Wright, Jr., 1313 Grove Road,
Charlottesville, Va, 22901.
I hope he will be able to help you.
Sincerely,

S b,
£ // j’/
7“£//£{4M‘/12£/ﬁ—————-*

Raymond F. Wrenn

RFW/eb

_7,§ z z‘ﬁtﬁ;ﬂ% W? /?7.5’%7%«;, Fel /779

He W‘&Z% Wq 47%?’ P JM .

£.8



METHODIST PRESIDING ELDER’S HOUSE

STREET ADDRESS:
MAP & PARCEL:
VDHR FILE NUMBER:
CITY FILE NUMBER:
PRESENT ZONING:
ORIGINAL OWNER:
ORIGINAL USE:
PRESENT USE:
PRESENT OWNER:
ADDRESS:

HISTORIC NAME:
DATE/PERIOD:
STYLE:

HEIGHT IN STORIES:

DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA:

CONDITION:
SURVEYOR:

DATE OF SURVEY:
SOURCES:

401 Ridge Street

29-132

104-25-7

208

B-2

Charlottesville District of VA Methodist Conference
Residence (Parsonage)

Vacant

Smith Stuart TR-Ridge St LD TR
¢/o Dan Rogg-Route 14 Box 42
Charlottesville, VA 22901

Methodist Presiding Elder’s House

circa 1891

Queen Anne

2

67 x 206" (13,802 sq. ft.)

Good

Bibb

Winter 1978, Revised 1993

City/County Records

Lorenzo Thoms, of Seventh Day Adventist Church
Alexander, Recollections of Early Charlottesville
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METHODIST PRESIDING ELDER’S HOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Presiding Elder’s House is a two-storey brick house on a low [oundation with irregular Queen Anne
massing and a high hip roof of standing-seam metal accented by iron cresting along its shorter ridge, with wide
gables over projecting bays on the facade and both sides. It has a heavy boxed cornice with returns, and a
wide cornice board. There are wooden shingles and eyebrow-shaped attic vents in each gable. One of two
original interior chimneys of the main block has been removed. There is also a smaller chimney in the kitchen
wing. The brick is laid in five-course American with Flemish bond (five stretcher courses and one header-
stretcher course) above the foundation. The double-sash windows are two-over-one light, some arranged in
pairs, with architrave trim. The original double entrance doors with rectangular transom were replaced in the
1978 remodeling with a new door at one side of the opening; the rest were boarded up. A one-storey verandah
wraps around the southeast corner of the house between the projecting bays of the eastern and southern sides.
A second small entrance door at the southern end probably led into the minister’s study. The verandah has
simple Eastlake posts and balustrade, sawn arcaded frieze, and low hip roof with boxed cornice. There is a
small second-storey porch above the main entrance. Its posts and frieze match those of the verandah below,
but a simple balustrade has replaced the original. The one-storey rear kitchen wing has brickwork and cornice
matching that of the main mass, simple low-pitched metal hip roof, and six-over-six light windows. The floor
plan is irregular. A three-flight, open-well staircase rises from the entrance hall, lighted by a small, square,
multi-light window at the main level and a round window with wheel-spoke muntins at the second level.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

This building and its predecessor served as the residence of the Presiding Elder, or District Superintendent, of
the Methodist Church for over a century. Patrick Martin purchased an unimproved 1 1/2-acre lot from Elijah
Dunkum in 1843 (ACDB 42-17), and the next year sold the same lot, now improved with a brick dwelling and
brick kitchen, to Walter Timberlake (ACDB 42-62), who sold it the following year to the trustees of the
Methodist Church (ACDB 43-268). The 1877 Charlottesville map shows this first parsonage as a Virginia I-
house located in the center of the property, probably where 405 Ridge Street now stands. The new parsonage
at 401 Ridge Street must have been built before 1891 because on 4/6/1891 the Albemarle County Circuit Court
granted permission for the property to be subdivided and four lots, including the site of the old parsonage to
be sold. (City DB 2-332). The parsonage was sold in 1949 to Mary D. Thompson (DB 148-155), who sold it
ten years later to Edward and Carric Henderson (DB 211-161). After their deaths, the trustees of the
Charlottesville Seventh Day Adventist Church bought the house in 1976, returning it once again to parochial
use. Joseph P. and Nancy I. Aust, Dorothy V. Stevenson, and Thomas S.M. Brannock bought the house from
the church in 1983 (DB 442-261, 444-386), and rehabilitated it for use as offices.

Additional Records: City DB 581-64 & 66, 586-120.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Methodist Presiding Flder’s House is typical of the Victorian residences built on Ridge Street in the late
1800’s. Details include a wheel window, the iron cresting on the roof, and a small second-storey porch repeating

the trim of the verandah.

For over half a century, this house served as the residence of the Presiding Elder (now known as District
Superintendent) of the Methodist Church. After some insensitive alterations, it has now been rehabilitated.

As the northernmost remaining house on the western side of the street, the Methodist Presiding Elder’s House

is extremely important to the streetscape. It is also part of the very important 400 block, an intact grouping of
diverse and architecturally significant houses.
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Tuesday Aftermoon, February 11, 1964

Proposed New $125,000 Home For Salyation Army on Ridge Street,

ginia, Wednesday, April 9, 1980

~y

Ty,

@

Fire Station On Right

- e -

2fefee T

Salvation A

edication of the $alva- Washing
tic;Il;lleAgmy’s new Inez D uf f| mander
Bistop Citadel on Ridge Street arhtlaa,tm
will include a band concert Aagal\
Saturday and a formal cere- th% ka“
mony Sunday. ‘ 10 |
The Salvaiion Army National
Capital Divisiona) Band, under
the -direction of Camphell Rot{_
inson. will present ils concert
at 7:30 p.m. Salurday at the
Citadel. The program will in-
cluce  the Natiomal Aljf.h(‘,l.‘ﬂ, ;
marches and vocal and instru- ges%
ental solos. ] :
mSund'ay’s dedicalory program
will begin at the Citadel al 3
pam. The national band will
ovide preliminary music.
pr’l‘he pgincip‘al speaker for the
dedicalion will be Commission-
or Glenn Ryan of Atlanla, Ga.,
fhe territorial commalgdor for
the Salvation Army in the
puthern states. _

'5“1..(. Col. Guy Hepler of Rich-
mond, division commander ffu‘
! Virginia and southern Wesl Vir-
U ginia, is chairman for the pro-
gram. Others participaling will

be Maj. W. R. H. Goodier of

&

i

Salvation Army
To Build Center

The Salvation Army Advisory
Board has announced plans to
launch a campaign to raise
$350,000 to construct a family
service center.

The campaign will begin im-
mediately and extend through
the first week of June, accord-
ing to E. Gerald Tremblay,
president of the advisory
board. The campaign has the
endorsement of officials in
Charlottesville and officials of
the area United Way.

Charlottesville Mayor Laur-

B L ULt eppevs

_age_and distribution of furni- { @

battered spouses and children, ,"

families homeless because of # Wlj

eviction or disaster, and tran-
sients and alcoholics,” Tremb- .
lay said.

The new facility, according
to Mayor Brunton, will have 14
rooms on the ground floor: six |
rooms for displaced families or
battered spouses and children,
a men’s sleeping quarters, din-
ing room, kitchen, manager’s
quarters, and laundry room.
The building can sleep 24. The
basement will be used for stor- .

’ _By SHERRI NEE
Daily Progress staff writer

* City’s ‘Cente;gt Hope’ dedicated

_ The Salvation Army’s new
ing facility on Charlotfesvi]le': ligi
dedicated Wednesda
“Center of Hope.”
Next to the
h_omeless, the new $1.1 mi]
wde.housing for about 36
consists of nine ap

nd laund
The Salvation Arm i

“aa 8 hand un e - ~._y 18‘ desu_gned to function

nsitional hoys-
dge Street was

Yy as the community’s - Provide hOUSing for
city’s only shelter strictly for the
lion facility will pro-

artments, a dining area, Ice.

million shelter for fa

people.

AT

SALVATION ARMY PLANS TO REPLACE DILAPIDATED BUILDING AS FAMILY SERVICE CENTE

Artist’s Sketch, Top, Shows Structure Planned for Construction With a $350,000 Fund Raising Effort

The Salvation Army’s new $1.1

milies will
about 36

}n‘sory Board who atten,

3

Jefferson National Bank

ahnpv frTARaead 4

ded the dedication sery-

Chairman Hovey S,

housing offers help
become totally destitute,
Salvation Army Divisio
Col. Warren H. Fu
local contributors fo

to the homeless b

na} Commander L,
lton praised the efforts of

efore they

Bt ..J.,‘

ble. “We thank God for fuge oeys Ler Poss

Fulton gaid,

About 75
cation servi
dedication

The Salvation Army h

. as b :
expand sinea tha 1ain Heoos €N planning to

al speeches,

this great beginning,”

People attended the 11
ce, which featureq sever
prayers and hymns.
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