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STREET ADDRESS: 1007 Rugby Road HISTORIC NAME

Belvoir
MAP & PARCEL . 2-68 DATE / PERIOD 1928
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK. 7-201 STYLE : Colonial Revival
PRESENT ZONING: R-1 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES: l@'istorey
ORIGINAL OWNER: F. W. Twyman DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA '
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Good
PRESENT USE : Residence SURVEYOR ' Bibb
PRESENT OWNER . B. Alien and Sandra M. Benn DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1981
ADDRESS . 1007 Rugby Road SOURCES : City Records
Charlottesville, VA 22903 Mrs. B. Allen Benn

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

This beautifully proportioned and perfectly symmetrical Georgian Revival house consists of a li-storey central
pavillion with one-storey side pavillions connected by arcades. The design of the central pavillion is based on
Gunston Hall, the 1755 home of George Mason in Fairfax County. It is five bays wide and, unlike Gunston Hall, is
single pile. It is set three steps above the side pavillions. The slope of the land is such that the foundation
is high at the front and low at the back. There is a partial basement. Foundation and wall construction are of
cinderblock veneered with brick laid in Flemish bond with a stepped water table. The steep gable roof is covered
with slate and has close verges and a boxed cornice with modiliions and a plain frieze. The interior end chimneys
are not capped. Windows are double-sash, 12-over-12 light, with wooden sills, symmetrically mouided trim, jack
arches with stone keystones, and louvered shutters. There are two small b-over~4 light windows with matching

trim and shutters in each gable end. There are five gable-roofed weatherboarded dormers with 6-over-9 light .
windows on the facade and four on the rear elevation. The two basement windows at the east end of the facade are
8-light hinged sash with moulded surrounds. The one-storey Palladian portico covering the central bay of the
facade is a slightly narrower version of the one at Gunston Hall. Four slender Tuscan columns support the
round-arched pedimented gable roof with entablature. The floor and steps are of brick, and there is a wrought iron
balustrade. The entrance door with six raised panels has 4-1ight sidelights over panels and a semi-circular
louvered fan. A large, filat-roofed, one-storey portico covers the central bay of the rear elevation. It has four
Tuscan colums, an entablature with triglyphs, and a paneled roof balustrade with a section of Colonial Revival
balustrade in the center in front of a Palladian window in a large wall dormer which gives access to the roof of
the portico from the stair landing. A frontispiece entrance is set under this portico. Tuscan pilasters support
an entablature with fret band and a pediment. The door has six raised panels. Very narrow and somewhat shorter
6-over-6 light with windows flank the entrance. The two one-storey pavillions have interior end chimneys. The
brickwork and roofs match those of the central pavillion. Windows are somewhat smaller, 6-over-6 light. The
gable-roofed connecting arcades are three bays wide with circular headed double-sash windows. At the rear, there
is a circular-headed door in each bay nearest the central pavillion. There is a garage in the kasement of the south
pavillion. Access is through a brick-walled sunken courtyard at the south end, compietaly screened by shrubbery.
The interior of Belvoir is especially nicely detailed, with woodwork copied from both Gunston Hall and Brandon in
Tidewater Virginia. The entrance hall has raised panel wainscot and pedimented doors with shouldered architraves.
The three-flight open-well stair has a simple turned balustrade. The parlor wainscot has oval inset panels. Its

mantel has coupled reeded columnettes matching the columns supporting round arches flanking the fireplace. The
library is paneled in walnut.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

F. W. Twyman purchased three lots in the subdivision of the Rugby estate in 1927 and 1928 (City DB 58-14, 62-347),
Tax records show that the house was built in 1928. The architect was Stanhope Johnson, who also designed the
Monticello Hotel. Tradition says that the craftsmen who did the woodwork spent a year and a half on the site.
Landscape architect Charles Gillette designed extensive gardens, some of which were completed. Twyman died in
1938 (w8 4-321), and his wife in 1945 (WB 5-319). In recent years, the house has been occupied by their son Dr.

James Twyman. B. Allen and Sandra M. Benn purchased the house from the Twyman estate in 1977 (DB 385-525),
Additional Reference: City DB 394-327.

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPHMENT
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Janunary 17 - January 23

An education in home design

By Roulhac Toledano
Contributing Writer

The red brick house set
behind the double iron gates at
the corner of Rugby and Bar-
racks Roads is a Charlottesville
landmark.

. The tall elegant chimneys, the
multiple arched openings and the
gracious entrance way epitomize
the idea of Albemarle County
and its country estates. '

The house is called Belvoir
and was built in 1928. It is the
perfect example of how to learn
about Classic Revival architec-
ture in Virginia.

The economics and education
of Virginians and real estate in
Albemarle County in the first
quarter of the 20th century until
the Great Depression gave birth
to a rebuilding of the past with
architecture based on antique
examples of the 18th and early
19th centuries. They called it
Colonial Revival. It was the
approved activity of gentlemen
architects.

At the time, Lawrence Bot-
tomley came down from New
York City to do a significant
amount of design in Albemarle,
including the renovation of
Windsor and Blue Ridge Farms,
and Casa Marie. He also
designed Rose Hill.

- A native of Ivy, Waddy Wood
made designs for the rebuilding

of Emmanuel Church in Ivy and
he worked extensively in Wash-
ington. In 1935, besides doing
restoration work at Monticello
and advising Colonial Williams-
burg, Fiske Kimball designed
Shack Mountain. The University
of Virginia called in Stanford
White for what is now Old
Cabell Hall and Carr's Hill after
his work in the restoration and
repair of the Rotunda.

But the Twyman family want-
ed Stanhope Johnson to design
their new home on two acres
north of UVa. Johnson came well
recommended from Lynchburg,
where he worked on a number of
churches. In Charlottesville, he
duplicated Poplar Forest at a
house called Oak Forest near the
Farmington Country Club, and
he designed the Monticello
Hotel. :

In the fashion of the period
before the WPA had financed
photographs and measured draw-
ings of historic America and
before 18th century and early 19th
century Virginia had been docu-
mented in publications, Johnson
rode around Virginia with Mrs.
Twyman and they selected both
the general feeling she sought
and the specific details she want-
ed. .

Stanhope's Belvoir is Colonial
Revival in scale and massing,
and it is an aesthetic learning

See Belvoir, Page 13
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The Observer Magazine

"BELVOIR" from Page 12

experience to the student of
architecture. The front elevation
recalls George Mason's Gunston
Hall. The rear elevation was
inspired by Woodlawn. The stair-
way harks back to Carter's
Grove. The dining room, with its
large dome, recalls the English
Adams brother's work, and there
is an Adams type ceiling in the
living room. The library, with its
walnut panelling, is more
baroque, grander, heavier and
redolent of the Georgian period.

Whatever the precedent or the
inspiration, it was all  carefully
designed and beautifully execut-
ed by craftsmen who knew what
they were doing,

In the years subsequent to its
construction, there have been
renovations and additions to the
1920s house. The kitchen wing,
toward Rugby Road, was built
with the main part of the house.
The bedroom wing, toward Bar-
racks Road, came in the 1930s,
when Frederick Hartt, a knowl-
edgeable art historian, purchased
the house and had it renovated
with a reorganization of the bed-
room wing,

When Hungarian- born Eva
Hanal Forsyth saw Belvoir, she

ranu: chn had Crviad o eteen ro_

y AL i -y
Objects from around the globe accent the unusual furniture at Belvoir.

Forsyth grew up in a universi-
ty town in Hungary, which
became a part of Rumania after
World War II,

"As a child in Hungary, I
lived an enchanted life: Then the
Russians came, and you know
what happened"

In the 30 years prior to her
move to Charlottesville, Eva
Forsyth had lived a fulfilling and
exciting life, full of creative
activity and immensely hard
work. But she "felt haunted by an
inability to find what I needed. I
searched and experimented; I
moved eighteen times. It was
wonderful, for everything was
there in the United States for me
to try out.

"But there came this recurring
dream, my search for a home, a
place where I would flourish .
Then, I saw this house, and I
knew I had found my place.
Nothing was total and complete
in this country for me until I saw
Belvoir."

Eva Forsyth is the first to
acknowledge that she has some-
thing a little exotic in her make-
up. She is a baroque, Eastern
European on one hand, but an
admirer of the English appcar-
ance and order on the other.

J r,

the house is the central hall with
the Palladian arches,” says
Forsyth. This space has been left
simple, to speak architecturally,
without decorative embellish-
ments of fabric and objects.

Forsyth is a woman with
enormous creative energy. She
works up to 14 hours a day in her
bridal gown design firm. "It is a
highly emotional business, and I
enjoy coming home to the for-
mal, English inspired organiza-
tion of Belvoir."

There she relishes cntertain-
ing, presenting lots of food with
wonderful sweets, in the baroque
manner — Pouilly Fuisse and a
raspberry mousse along with
conversation in three languages.

But all this effort is not relax-
ing, and Mrs. Forsyth likes it that
way. Just as her brides feel them-
selves shining in the beautiful
gowns she designs for them,
Forsyth revels in her discovery
of Belvoir. -

Just now she is preparing a
fanciful extension of the gar-
dens, originally laid out by
Charles Gillette of Richmond.
Never still and never satisfied,
she is organizing an enlargement
of the kitchen wing, so that she
and her husband can enjoy more

time in front of the Kitchen fire.

Wed-Sat 5-9; S
Rt. 250 East &
of Afton Moun
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"BELVOIR" from Page 12

experience to the student of
architecture. The front clevation
recalls George Mason's Gunston
Hall. The rear elevation was
inspired by Woodlawn. The stair-
way harks back to Carter's
Grove. The dining room, with its
large dome, recalls the English
Adams brother's work, and there
is an Adams type ceiling in the
living room. The library, with its
walnut panelling, is more
baroque, grander, heavier and
redolent of the Georgian period.

Whatever the precedent or the
inspiration, it was all carefully
designed and beautifully execut-
ed by craftsmen who knew what
they were doing.

In the years subsequent to its
construction, there have been
renovations and additions to the
1920s house. The kitchen wing,
toward Rugby Road, was built
with the main part of the house.
The bedroom wing, toward Bar-
racks Road, came in the 1930s,
when Frederick Hartt, a knowl-
edgceable art historian, purchased
the house and had it renovated
with a reorganization of the bed-
room wing.

When Hungarian-born Eva
Hanal Forsyth saw Belvoir, she
knew she had found a place for
herself in Virginia. Mrs. Forsyth
is a dress designer, trained under
the watchful eye of Spaniard
Balenciaga, and she related to
the fineness of the architectural
delails and to the evident techni-
cal accomplishments at Belvoir.

The sophistication of the red
brick complex brought images of
Westchester County (o her mind,
for she had been living and
working in the New York area
since 1957. But the Char-
lottesville area took her back
cven further, to her roots in Hun-

< o iy Caphe i +’
the unusual furniture at Belvoir.

Forsyth grew up in a universi-
ty town in Hungary, which
became a part of Rumania after
World War I1.

"As a child in Hungary, I
lived an enchanted life. Then the
Russians came, and you know
what happened"

- In the 30 years prior to her
move to Charlottesville, Eva
Forsyth had lived a fulfilling and
exciting life, full of creative
activity and immensely hard
work. But she "felt haunfed by an
inability to find what I needed. I
searched and experimented; I
moved eighteen times. It was
wonderful, for everything was
there in the United States for me
to try out.

"But there came this recurring
dream, my search for a home, a
place where I would flourish .
Then, I saw this house, and I
knew I had found my place.
Nothing was total and complete
in this country for me until I saw
Belvoir."

Eva Forsyth is the first to
acknowledge that she has some-
thing a little exotic in her make-
up. She is a baroque, Eastern
European on one hand, but an
admirer of the English appear-
ance and order on the other.

Belvoir's spaces were perfect
for both aspects of her personali-
ty. She enjoyed bringing to
Belvoir her objects of art from
Hong Kong, where she and her
husband had lived for some time.
These she uses as accents among
unusual furniture, also found in
her pilgrimage from Hungary to
Paris, Hong Kong, a 250-acre
farm in Connccticut and in New
York City.

There is a 400 year-old Span-
ish desk in the library, handsome
with its wrought iron stretchers
and inlay rccalling Moorish

the house is the central hall with
the Palladian arches,” says
Forsyth. This space has been left
simple, to speak architecturally,
without decorative embellish-
ments of fabric and objects,

Forsyth is a woman with
enormous creative energy. She
works up to 14 hours a day in her
bridal gown design firm. "It is a
highly emotional business, and 1
enjoy coming home to the for-
mal, English inspired organiza-
tion of Belvoir."

There she relishes cntertain-
ing, presenting lots of food with
wonderful sweets, in the baroque
manner — Pouilly Fuisse and a
raspberry mousse along with
conversation in three languages.

But all this effort is not rclax-
ing, and Mrs. Forsyth likes it that
way. Just as her brides fecl them-
selves shining in the beautiful
gowns she designs for them,
Forsyth revels in her discovery
of Belvoir. - ‘

Just now she is preparing a
fanciful extension of the gar-
dens, originally laid out by
Charles Gillette of Richmond.
Never still and never satisfied,
she is organizing an enlargement
of the kitchen wing; so that she
and her husband can enjoy more
time in front of the kitchen fire-
place, with access to the enlarged
garden area,

Belvoir is a 20th century ref-
crence to the 19th and 18th cen-
turies. It serves too as a valid

‘presentation of the 1920s thought

about antiquity and early Ameri-
can architecture. It is also a com-
fortable home, beautifully
embellished for privileged a late
20th century lifestyle. It is appro-
priate that each owner and each
generation leave their stamp on
the residence. Belvoir can absorb
the changes and stands, a land-
mark to the dream that is Char-
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by renowned architect
Stanhope Johnson, with features adapted from
Gunston Hall and other famed Virginia
residences, Belvoir reflects the craftsmanship of
artisans imbued with long lost old world skills.

Graciously proportioned rooms, including an
extraordinarily handsome walnut panelled
library, are detailed with moulding, wainscoting
and cabinetry to provide entertaining in the
grand manner.

Poised beneath exquisite Palladian windows, a
veranda gives a more intimate setting over-
looking a rose garden based on an original land-

scape design by Charles Gillette of Richmond.

Amid other distinguished homes, Belvoir is on
over an acre of land less than a mile from The
University of Virginia Medical Center as well
as educational, cultural and sports events at

For additional information and brochure, call or write our exclusive listing associate, Sandra M. Benn.

MONTAGUE, MILLER & CO.

500 WESTFIELD ROAD

P.0. BOX 7666

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22906

TEL: (804) 973-5393

Mpr. Jefferson’s University. Farmington Country
Club, Boar's Head Sports Club and Farmington
Hunt Club are within a short driving distance.

$350,000.

Al

%MW REALTORS

Town & Country Homes / Farms & Estates / Commercial Properties
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BELVOIR

Classically designed by renowned architect Stanhopé Johnson,
with features adapted from Gunston Hall and other famed Vir-
ginia residences, Belvoir reflects the craftsmanship of artisans
imbued with. long lost old world skills. '

Graciously proportioned rooms, inecluding an extraordinarily
handsome walnut panelled library, are detailed with mould- |
ing, wainscoting and cabinetry to provide entertaining in the
grand manner.

Poised beneath exquisite Pelladian windows, a veranda gives a

more intimate setting overlooking a rose-garden based on an
original landscape design by Charles Gillette of Richmond.

Amid other distinguished homes, Belvoir is on an acre of land
less than a mile from the University of Virginia.

For additional information and brochure, call or write our ex- |

clusive listing associate, SANDRA M. BENN, or any of our |

associates listed below.

Associates: — p—
RuthR. Battestin................ 293-3512 Edith L. Grinde................. 203-7450 . Cherri N. Marvin............... 973-5065
Sue Y. Behrendt................. 293-3554 Bonnie D. Herndon............. 296-6419 Percy Montague IV ........... 205-7545
Sandra Benn..................._.. 295-5553 Jan St. John ............... @.....286-2150 Joseph G. Pace ................. 206-1403
Donald W. Gardrer............ 296-8068 Ray Leake......................... 973-2080 Helen Thiele...................... 295-2563
Barbara E. Grinde............. 973-3098 Marie V. Wood .................. 973-6883
o Call 973-5393 Anytime G (4

REALTORS

500 WESTFIELD ROAD
P.O. BOX 7846
Charlottesville, Virginia 22906

\

FELE For relocation information almost anywhere. - W
)
' @| For computerized “Home Purchase Analysis.” dn
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Spacious. warm and inviting. This new exclusive

with 5 hedrooms, 3 baths has it all. 5 minutes from
everything. 7%% assumable loan. See this today.

lovely in-ground pool, mountains and lake views. A

horse lovers delight.

95 fenced acres in Northwestern Albemarle wit
unbelieyable views. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 car ga
rage, heat pump and much more.‘Only $175,000.

To see theze and other properties please call 296-
7171, evenings, weekends and holidays, please call:

973-1797 Dolores T. Parker  296-8366
Frmest Wheeler 295-5906  Bill ¥ries 295-1074
Frank J. Johnson 2959400 Charioite Ramsey 296-4831
Robert H. Ramsey 973-6759

('arter B. Davis

NEW EXCLUSIVE
Three bedroom rancher in mint condition on Y2 an acre
and only minutes from town. Features include full base-
ment, rear deck with outstanding views, formal dining
room, living room, and eat-in kitchen. Owner moving
out of area. Priced at §51,500. Call Greg Godfrey (293-
7789). ;

12% ASSUMABLE
Spacious 4 or 5 bedroom home with large eat-in kitchen,
2Y2 baths, 2 car garage, enormous deck accessed by
sliding glass doors, plus economical gas heat and cen-
tral air, Priced at $79,900 with several financing plans
available. Call Keith Knight (home 977-1363; office 977-
7300).

BEAT HIGH INTEREST RATES
This terrific home is $14,000 under priced because high
rates have hurt sales. That would pay a lot of interest so
if you need a really great 4 bedroom home close to town
call Chuck Wildman to ssee it. $103,000 with some fi-
nancing. (Day 977-7300; evens. 973-3481).

BABBLING BROOK
...outside your bedroom windows. Brick, 3 bedrooms,
fenced yard, on B acres located 3 miles west of
Stanardsville. Only 542,000. Call Taylor Twyman, 985-
7624,

LARGE 10% ASSUMABLE
Situated just north of town plus priced at $69,900, inside
you’ll find 3 bedrooms, 212 baths, spacious family room
with book: cases and fireplace, dining room, and
equipped kitcheh. Outside is plenty of space for play
area for children and a, garden. Call Keith Knight
(home 977-1363; office 977-7300).

Taylor Twyman
Keith Knight
Chuck Wildman
Jim Manley
Greg Godfrey

985-7624
977-1363
973-3481
973-7014
293-7789

Diana Piplico (703)949-0727
Mary Kozler 589-3733
Douglas Coury 293-6404
Bill Rees 973-8675

T o1

MANLEY ASSOCIATES

cidte, Low 80’s. Please cali Lillian
Wilson at 296-7311,
CONTEMPORARY

This one level home north of town
has s0 much tc offer: 3 bedrooms,
equipped kitchen, large tiving-din-
ing room, wood stove, covered
porches, central air, lots of sterage
and more. Less than 4 miles from
GE. $54,900 with assumable mort-
ga?e. Take possession now and close
efore july 1Ist. Piease call Bill
Wortman (eves.) 823-4422 or Mark
Schofer, (eves.) 295-1748.
LEWIS HILLS WEST

2 story brick home with Iar_?e rooms.
Qver 3,000 finished sq. ft. Tastefull
decorated. Beautifully maintained.
Bright and sunny: Many exiras:
heated sun room, 2 fireplaces, lots of
built-in bookcases, 3'2 baths. Please
call Lillian Wilson at 296-7311,

! JAMES RIVER

| in southern Albemarle County
where the Rockfish enters the
James. Beautifully restored 1850
country house on approximately 1
acre. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen

| with brick floor and walk in fire-
place, fully insulated, modern wir-
ing and plumbing. Lillain Wilson at

67311
WHIPPOORWILL
HOLLOW

. Popular area west of Charlottesville
in Meriwether School district. 4 bed-
'rooms, 32 baths, beautifully fin-
ished family room, a study, 2
flreplaces, and much more, includ-
-ing an oif fashioned parch with a
porch swing. On 2 acres. Please call

Lillian Wilson at 296-7311.
| SENSA

TIONAL!!!

A perfect 2 bedroom main house and
new 2 bedroem cottage on 5% el-
evated acres with magnificent,
unlspt;neg IBluef Ridgﬁ\\llis a. ASI'O-'IS
{ minute drive from a., on Stony
Y Point Rd. Everything inside and out
in pristine condition. Detached dou-
i ble garage. Very long lIst of extras.
. One of a kind; rarely available.
t $139,500. Calt Art Keyser (eves.) 296-

CBUNTRY COMFORT

Located west of fown with exception-
al mountain views, this old country
store has been converted intc a
home with large counfry kitchen,
bath, 2 bedrooms, living room, din-
ing room, plus large unfinished area
(the old store). Detached double ga-
radge and covered.porches on three
sides. This property has lots of possi-
bilities and is well priced at $43,500.

' Please call Art Keyser at 296-2635.
HESS!

AN HILLS

Large rooms with a fiowing flcor
ptan, distinguish this home on a level
lot graced with tall trees, There are
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, a living room
with interior fireplace, a dining

room with.a glass wall giving ontoa |

screened porch an equip) eat-in
kitchen and two panelled roems in
the basement. Price $79,000. For in-
formation, call Alice Macinnls, 977-
8666 or Bill Wortman, 823-4422,

-'-“ L’%’—*

RED ACRES

An exceptional 47-a¢
in the heart of Fari
just 7 miles from th
classic brick resid
slate roof is situate
knoll, looking over i
ture land and oth¢
Country estates. F
and two other res
this superb propert




For additional information or appointment to inspect contact:

\
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i REALTORS

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA
TELEPHONE 804 / 973-5393

SUE Y. BEHRENDT BARBARA E. GRINDE KAREN J. KEHOE JoserPH G. PACE
SANDRA BENN EDITH L. GRINDE RAY LEAKE CHARLES H. SMITH, JR,
DONALD W, GARDNER BoNNIE D. HERNDON CHERRI N. MARVIN HELEN THIELE
EpwARD W. FELDMAN JAN ST. JOHN PERCY MONTAGUE IV MARIE V. WooD

All information regarding property is from sources deemed reliable and it is submitted
subject to errors, omissions, change of price, prior sale, or withdrawal without notice

The Rotunda at the University of Virginia

Classically designed by renowned architect Stanhope
Johnson, Belvoir was built over half a century ago. Amid
other distinguished homes Belvoir is on over an acre of
land and less than a mile from the University Medical
Center as well as educational, cultural and sports events
at Mr. Jefferson’s University.




Land surrounding the residence includes the circular driveway, side court and garden layout,
all part of an original landscape design by Charles Gillette of Richmond.

Within the formal grounds are a wealth of flowering ornamentals, English boxwood, a perennial
flower garden and banks of ivy and azaleas.




Upstairs are two
spacious bedrooms,
each with a private
tile bath and
dressing room.
Downstairs, with a
separate entrance
from aside court,
is an additional
bedroom and bath,
furnace room, and
two storage rooms.

Belvoir is
constructed of brick
in Flemish bond
with a poured
concrete foundation,
mostly copper
guttering and
downspouts and a
slate shingle roof.
Water, sewer and
natural gas service
are municipally

supplied.

The well proportioned rooms
of the residence lend themselves
to entertaining in the grand
manner, providing for an easy
flow of guests from the formal
rooms to the terrace. A large
well-equipped kitchen offers
ample space for food
preparation. For more intimate
gatherings there is a veranda
overlooking the rose garden.




Architect Stanhope Johnson
incorporated into this
town residence features
from Gunston Hall
and other famed
Virginia residences.
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The craftsmanship of
artisans imbued with long
lost old world skills is
evident from the walnut
panelled library to the
carved shell corner cabinet
in the dining room.
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for their historic associations. In this important
company stands GUNSTON HALL. Begun by George
Mason in 1755 it was finished by William Buckland
who had been brought from England. Its fine
woodwork, the preparation of its interior and the
design of its portals caused Buckland to be called the
“taste maker” of his period. From the outside the
storey and a half brick house appears unassuming. In
contrast, Gunston’s interiors are among the most
impressive of the Colonial period. The Chippendale
dining room was the first in the Colonies in the
“Chinese taste,” while the Palladian drawing room
has splendidily carved woodwork, perhaps unequaled
in America.

The center of life and activity for a 5,000 acre
plantation, the house was occupied by the Mason
family until after the Civil War. The house was

Mason.

bought by Louis Hertle in 1912; Mrs. Hertle was a
member of the National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America. Mr. Hertle left the house and 556
acres of grounds to the Commonwealth of Virginia
with the provision that it be administered by a Board
of Regents chosen from the different State Societies
of the National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America and approved by the Governor of Virginia.

There is more to a visit to GUNSTON HALL than the
discovery of a beautiful house and garden. It is also
an introduction to the spirit of a great American

The gardens have been restored using only plants

and shrubs known in the 18th century and features
the original boxwood hedge planted by George

patriot. After the Revolution, George Mason was a
delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1787.
He refused to sign the Constitution because it did not
provide for the abolition of slavery nor safeguard
sufficiently the rights of the individual. However, on
December 15, 1791, Mason saw a part of his dream
realized when the first ten amendments to the
constitution were adopted — the BILL OF RIGHTS.
The next October George Mason died at GUNSTON
HALL, having just had a last visit from his friend,
Thomas Jefferson, who called Mason “the wisest
man of his generation.”

The magnificent twelve foot tall boxwood allée,
planted by George Mason, is found on the river side
of the house with the 18th century gardens which
have been restored by the Garden Club of Virginia.
The view from either of the twin summer houses

From letters we have learned that George Mason
sometimes kept caged mocking birds.
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REPRODUCTION OF THE SEAL OF
GEORGE AND ANN MASON

GUNSTON HALL is open to the public each day,
except Christmas, from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Gunston Hall = Gunston Hall
Plantation

Plantation

Colonial Home and Gardens of George Mason

ADMISSION to the House and Gardené: Adults
$2.00; children age 6 to 16, 50 cents; children under
6 admitted free; adult groups $1.25; school tours 50

cents.

Located 18 miles south of Washington, on the
Potomac River, it may be reached via U.S. 1, or
Interstate 95, or the George Washington Parkway.

WASHINGTON
D.C.

VIRGINIA

/
bV ) 3 __SMLVERNON

T 'GUNSTON
-;.’_i’;’”‘iRIWGE HALI.

i 7 MARYLAND

printed in U.S.A.

OVERLOOKING THE POTOMAC RIVER
NEAR MOUNT VERNON

Located off Interstate 95 and U.S. 1,
Lorton, Virginia 22079
(703) 550-9220
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