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STREET ADDRESS:. 502 Rugby Road HISTORIC NAME :© Alpha Tau Omega House

MAP & PARCEL: 5-54 DATE / PERIOD . 1215-16, 1957

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK: STYLE: ) Colonial Bevival

PRESENT ZONING: R-3 HEIGHT (to cornice) OR STORIES. 2% storeys

ORIGINAL OWNER: Delta Chapter of Alpha Tau Omega DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 104' x 150' (15,600 sq. ft.)

ORIGINAL USE: Fraternity House Fraternity, Inc.  CONDITION : Fair

PRESENT USE : Fraternity House SURVEYOR Bibb

PRESENT OWNER . Alpha Tau Omega Holding Corporation DATE OF SURVEY: Summer 1983 .
3 ADDRESS . 502 Rugby Road SOURCES City/County Records Bradbury drawings 8

Charlottesville, Virginia

22903 Sanborn Map Co. - 1929
- Bishop, "Fraternities at

U.Va."

>

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

# The Alpha Tau Omega House is two storeys tall, double pile, and three bays wide at the first level and four bays at
the second. It is set on a very low fieldstone foundation. Wall construction is of brick laid in English bond. A
band of vertical stretchers forms the water table. The roof is a steep truncated gable with a simple balustrade.
(The original was probably Chinese Chippendale). The roof is covered with composition shingles and has close verges.,
It may originally have been covered with slate. The boxed cornice with returns has modillions and dentil moulding.
At each end of the house, there are two interior end chimneys with a curtain wall. Windows are double-sash, 12-over-
12 light, with brick sills, architrave trim, and paneled shutters. They are the same height at both levels. There

| is a round-arched pair of 12-1ight casement windows in each gable end. There are three large gable-roofed dormers

f with composition shingled walls on the front and rear elevations. Each has a circular-headed 6-over-6 1ight window
with a wooden arch with cartouche. Pilasters with inset panels support the cornice returns. The 8-paneled entrance
door in the center bay of the facade has a 5-light rectangular transom. Engaged Tuscan columns support a pediment
and an entablature with dentil moulding. A one-storey piazza covers the front half of the south elevation. It has

a nearly flat roof, an entablature with dentiled frieze, three Tuscan columns, no balustrade, and a concrete floor.
There is a concrete terrace at the north end of the house. Access to the piazza and terrace is by two pairs of
French doors, 12 lights over a panel. There are matching French doors in the side bays of the facade, but with
paneled shutters and round arches with concrete panels above the doors. Centered on the rear elevation is a small
shed-roofed entrance porch with square pillars and simple balustrade. A one-storey flat-roofed contemporary win
projects from the northeast rear corner. |t has English bond brickwork and a cornice and frieze below the top o%
théaparapets: There is a large tripartite window with paneled spandrel on the:facade. Other windows are metal case-
ment.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Delta Chapter of Alpha Tau Omega purchased this lot in 1902 (ACDB 122-37), but did not build until 1915-16, according
to fraternity and tax records. The house was designed by Eugene Bradbury. An addition was built in 1957.

# Additional References: ACDB 162-256; City DB 63-289, 77-270, 93-231.
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'VIRGINIA
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION

HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM

} Page 1 of 2 (plus 2 enclosures)

FileNo. 104-130
Negative no(s). 7220

Street address % Rugby Rd.

, _ Charlottesville
fown/City
distoricname  Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity House Common name  Same
|
O wood frame (siding: [ weatherboard, {1} shingle, I} aluminum. [ bricktex, 0o o m._ e =)
EE/brick(bond: O Flemish, 3 stretcher, [} _ _ _ -course American, -."*",'[1-37,_{.;;55,,,A,,,,“,__ e e )
O stone(d randomrubble, O randomashlar, . coursedashlar, [_ __ _ -/ B - )
Aaterial O log(siding: O weatherboard, C shingle, [° aluminum, % bricktex, i )
O " stucco 7 castiron
O concrete block {7 terracotta
[J enameled steel i} glass and metal
(J other:
Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
O A E‘)//Z'/a ) [! shed {3 mansard (@-slate [ tile
0O 1% O 3 J gable (4~'gambrel T wood shingle [J pressed tin
0O 2 0o ___ O pediment (1 parapet (0 composition [ not visible
O hipped 1 flat 0 standing seam metal
M’Mha:d¢né-w;wﬁ/(f O other _._
Dormers Number of bays — Main facade
7 7 - . 3 .
10 & 3 A= [0 shed (1 hipped 71 ry 4 07
11 O 4 0 gable o (12 715 (18
12 O ___ O pedimented -3 (T e 0 ==
Porch Stories Bays General description
1'yes O no b1 O3 [0 1(centery [ 2 () 4  Side porch with wooden columns
0 2 o ) 1 (side) i1 3 o
Suilding type
L1 detached house ) garage £} government [} industrial
["] detached town house [1 farmhouse 1 commercial (office) 1 school
[71 row house L] apartment building [l commercial (store) (1 church
i double house L] gas station ) railroad # fraternity house
3tyle/ period Georgian Revival Date 1915 Architect/builder
-ocation and description of entrance  Entrance flanked by a pair of Roman Doric columns

supporting a pediment,

|
i Miscellaneous descriptive information (plan, exterior and interior decoration,
4 cornice/ eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

Unlike most early Colonial Revival fraternity

and private houses in the area, which follow Virginia
B precedents, this house is closer to Maryland and
Delaware prototypes.
It has fine detailing, ' .including English-bond
brickwork (rare in Charlottesville), a modillion
and dentil cornice; a balustraded raof deck,
floorlength windows, slate roof and elaborate dormers
with round-headed sash. The house features double
interior-end chimney stacks joined by a parapet.
A cinderblock-and-brick north and rear cll
was added between 1957 and 1969,

Historical information

The date but not the architect of this handsome
house is known.

It was built in 1915 for Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity
whose Delta Chapter was established at UVa in 1868.

Lorks & Curls,
LHOUTCE

1954 and 1968; Sanborn Maps;
Timothy Bishop,"Fraternity.. .. ... At Uvall

Suveyedby Jeff 0'Dell, VHLC  Pate 4 g4,

b ,9:§_‘§_.__...




VIRGINIA
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION

Eile No. 1L04-130

Negative no(s). 7220
HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY FORM
Page 2 of
itreetaddress 500. Rugby Rd.
own/City Charlottesville
listoric name Common name
O wood frame (siding: O weatherboard, [ shingle, [ aluminum, 73 bricktex, [J . )
O brick{bond: O Flemish, [ stretcher, O -course American, [ )
0 stone (] randomrubble, O randomashlar, (] coursedashlar, 5 __ )
jateriat U log(siding: [J weatherboard, O shingle, [1 aluminum, =i bricktex, (I }
O stucco [ castiron
O econcrete block ' (7 terracotta
O enameled steel {2 glass and metal
O other:
Number of Stories Roof Type Roof Material
0 9 0 2% O shed J mansard 0O slate 0 tile
O 1% O3 O gable ) gambrel O wood shingle O pressed tin
O 2 )] O pediment D parapet O composition O not visible
O hipped O flat [0 standing seam metal
A O other

Number 6! bays — Main facade

4 a7z
5 1 8
6 ]

General description

A1 [
72 )
i3 =
Bays
2 14
il 3 O
{1 government

o commercial (office)
commercial (store)
. railroad

O
[

industrial
schoot
church

()
L

G

Architect/builder

104-130

__April 1983

Date File No.

‘500 Rugby Rd.
- - = ., =

Miscellaneous descriptive information (plan, exterior and interior decoration,
cornice/eave type, window type and trim, chimneys, additions, alterations)

Date
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