
City of Charlottesville
Board of 

Architectural Review

July 16, 2019



Process/Schedule



Project Overview

 Funded in 2016 through 
Multimodal improvements including:
 Wider sidewalks, bike lanes, landscaping, 

ADA and pedestrian improvements, 
wayfinding and signal upgrades.
 Evaluate undergrounding overhead utilities

 E. Market Street
 From 7th Street to 9th Street

 9th Street
 From E. Market Street to E. High Street

 E. High Street
 From 9th Street to 10th Street

https://smartportal.virginiahb2.org/#/public/applications/2017/hb2/view/F1-0000000187-R01

Total Budget:  $7.16 Million
(Not including potential underground utility betterment)

https://smartportal.virginiahb2.org/#/public/applications/2017/hb2/view/F1-0000000187-R01


Process/Schedule

We are here!



Public Engagement Overview



Visioning & Needs Assessment

Key Takeaways
o Overall, pedestrian facilities and multimodal 

mobility is a priority

o Desire to provide a safe and walkable street that 
enhances neighborhood connections

o Utilize design features and proposed amenities 
to enhance the overall environment for all users

Steering Committee Meeting #1

EastHighStreetscape.org Website

Streetscape Summit

MetroQuest Survey

Steering Committee Meeting #2

Open House

Presentations to City Committees

Approval by Planning Commission

Approval by City Council

Coordination with Active Developments

As of December 2019

17,500+ individual data points

1,000+ touch points 500+ written comments



Vision & Needs Assessment
Common Themes and Key Takeaways
• Key Words | safe, walkable/pedestrian-friendly, functional

• Priorities
1. Pedestrian Facilities
2. Landscaping

3. Bicycle Facilities
4. Traffic and Travel Speeds

5. Lighting

• Challenges| traffic volumes, limited space/competing priorities,                                
Lexington and E. High intersection

• Outcomes | conformance to Comprehensive Plan & City Council approval



Preliminary Design Development
Design Public Hearing – Key Themes & Takeaways

Key Takeaways
o Overall support of bicycle and pedestrian improvements

o Desire for planting pallete enhancements including larger canopy trees

o Interest in how planned Tarleton Oaks development works with streetscape

o Support for conversion of existing overhead utilities to underground

o Concerns expressed regarding traffic

o Challenges with competing priorities in limited space and need for compromise

46 attendees 30+ written comment 
forms or e-mails



Preliminary Design Review



60% Design



Preliminary Design Development
E. Market Street



Preliminary Design Development
9th Street NE/E. High Street



Preliminary Design Development
Restriping for Bike Lanes on E. Market St.



Preliminary Design Development
ADA Improvements on E. Market Street



Preliminary Design Development
Bike Lanes on 9th St. NE and E. High St.



Preliminary Design Development
Improvements at 9th Street NE/E. High Street

Existing Condition Proposed Improvements 

**Note:  The project team is currently working with the             
Tarleton Oak development to develop a coordinated design



Preliminary Design Development
Materials and Hardscape



Materials

Note: Materials are consistent with the Belmont Bridge Project



Furnishings

Landscape Forms: FGP Backed Bench

Note: Materials are consistent with the Belmont Bridge Project

Forms and Surfaces:

Dispatch Trash Receptacle
Landscape Forms: MultipliCITY Bike Racks



Lighting
Kim Lighting Ouro Pedestrian Light

Note: Materials are consistent with the Belmont Bridge Project



Preliminary Design Development
Planting



Planting Palette Presented
at Public Hearing

Note: Tree species 
selected are consistent 
with Charlottesville’s 
Master Tree List



Belmont Bridge Planting Palette



Public Hearing Feedback on Planting

Key Takeaways
o Encourage the use of native trees

o Consider pedestrian comfort and safety

o Desire for larger trees rather than understory

• Priorities
1. Large trees for shade
2. Native tree varieties

• Challenges
1. Adequate soil volume 

available for large trees

2. Overhead electric utilities



Soil Volume & Trees



Potential Large Canopy Trees

London Plane Tree
Platanus x acerifolia
‘Bloodgood’

Sweet Gum
Liquidambar styraciflua
‘Rotundiloba’

Scarlet Oak
Quercus coccinea

American Linden
Tilia Americana

Willow Oak
Quercus phellos ‘Hightower’



Potential Small Understory Trees

Flowering Dogwood
Cornus florida

American Hornbeam
Carpinus caroliniana

Serviceberry
Amelanchier x 
grandiflora

Redbud
Cercis canadensis 
‘Hearts of Gold’

Winter King Hawthorn
Crataegus viridis ‘Winter King’



Thank You!
Questions?

June 18, 2019
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Werner, Jeffrey B

From: Janiczek, Jeanette
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 2:22 PM
To: Rainey, Carrie; 'McPeters, Brian'; Motsch, Timothy P; Ikefuna, Alexander; Edwards, Tony; 

Creasy, Missy; Werner, Jeffrey B
Cc: Aimone, Keith
Subject: RE:  E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call

Jeff (and everyone else) –  
 
We’d like to add two items to BAR’s July 16th meeting: 

1) Final COA for Belmont Bridge 
Coming back to Board with responses to previous questions (lighting plan, wall design plan, 
staircase refinement SW corner of bridge) as well as refined details on changes (crosswalks, 
parking lot surface, railing, knuckle design, reconfigured existing ramp to meet ADA from bridge 
to Mall, etc.)  

2) Preliminary Discussion for East High Streetscape 
Most if not all the details will match materials used on Belmont 

 
Meeting Materials are due on 6/25.  In the past, we were given one additional week grace period which would be 
7/2.  Since you are down a staff member and this 3 week period allows for the drafting of staff reports, we will provide 
as close to finalized version of the presentation on the official deadline and only provide absolutely necessary small 
tweaks/refinements to report by 7/2 (nothing that would alter staff report). 
 
We are planning to receive the COA for Belmont at the 7/16 meeting and East High in 1/20.  Given Belmont has done all 
the heavy lifting, it shouldn’t be any problem for East High to get the COA in 1/20.   
 
Thanks for getting us this far! 
 

Jeanette Janiczek 
UCI Program Manager 
City of Charlottesville 
Phone 434-970-3309 
Fax 434-970-3359 
 

From: Rainey, Carrie <raineyc@charlottesville.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 12:32 PM 
To: 'McPeters, Brian' <brian.mcpeters@kimley-horn.com>; Motsch, Timothy P <motscht@charlottesville.org>; Ikefuna, 
Alexander <ikefuna@charlottesville.org>; Edwards, Tony <Edwardst@charlottesville.org>; Creasy, Missy 
<CREASYM@CHARLOTTESVILLE.ORG>; Janiczek, Jeanette <JANICZEK@charlottesville.org> 
Cc: Aimone, Keith <keith.aimone@kimley-horn.com> 
Subject: RE: E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call 
 
If it is all the same/similar materials, I agree a separate work session is unlikely to be needed. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Carrie 
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From: McPeters, Brian <brian.mcpeters@kimley-horn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 12:31 PM 
To: Rainey, Carrie <raineyc@charlottesville.org>; Motsch, Timothy P <motscht@charlottesville.org>; Ikefuna, Alexander 
<ikefuna@charlottesville.org>; Edwards, Tony <Edwardst@charlottesville.org>; Creasy, Missy 
<CREASYM@CHARLOTTESVILLE.ORG>; Janiczek, Jeanette <JANICZEK@charlottesville.org> 
Cc: Aimone, Keith <keith.aimone@kimley-horn.com> 
Subject: RE: E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call 
 
I’ll let Jeanette explain her plans for the bridge presentation to BAR, but I don’t see why we would need a separate BAR 
meeting for E. High.  Quite honestly a lot of the design decisions are already made, since the furniture, lights, plant pallet 
all will/should match Belmont. 
 
B. 
 

From: Rainey, Carrie <raineyc@charlottesville.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 12:04 PM 
To: Motsch, Timothy P <motscht@charlottesville.org>; Ikefuna, Alexander <ikefuna@charlottesville.org>; Edwards, Tony 
<Edwardst@charlottesville.org>; Creasy, Missy <CREASYM@CHARLOTTESVILLE.ORG>; Janiczek, Jeanette 
<JANICZEK@charlottesville.org> 
Cc: Aimone, Keith <keith.aimone@kimley-horn.com>; McPeters, Brian <brian.mcpeters@kimley-horn.com> 
Subject: RE: E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call 
 
This sounds like a good path to me. Is the July meeting for the bridge a work session focused on the bridge, or is it on a 
regular agenda? For West Main, we had been doing special work sessions on the project for the preliminary discussion 
phase (planned to be put on a regular agenda for actual COA), but West Main is much longer, so perhaps it is not needed 
for East High. Just wanted to note it is an option. Jeff probably has a better sense of what BAR would expect, if anything. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Carrie 
 

From: Motsch, Timothy P <motscht@charlottesville.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 11:33 AM 
To: Ikefuna, Alexander <ikefuna@charlottesville.org>; Edwards, Tony <Edwardst@charlottesville.org>; Creasy, Missy 
<CREASYM@CHARLOTTESVILLE.ORG>; Rainey, Carrie <raineyc@charlottesville.org>; Janiczek, Jeanette 
<JANICZEK@charlottesville.org> 
Cc: Aimone, Keith <keith.aimone@kimley-horn.com>; McPeters, Brian <brian.mcpeters@kimley-horn.com> 
Subject: RE: E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call 
 
Hi All, 
Just want to verify what was requested two weeks ago by Brian regarding BAR described below.  

 Have the first BAR for this project the same meeting we are getting final Belmont Bridge approval in July. 
 We need to give them deadlines for BAR materials. 
 COA from BAR in January 2020. 

Please chime in as necessary. 
Thanks, 
Tim 
 

From: McPeters, Brian <brian.mcpeters@kimley-horn.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 5:05 PM 
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To: Motsch, Timothy P <motscht@charlottesville.org> 
Cc: Edwards, Tony <Edwardst@charlottesville.org>; Ikefuna, Alexander <ikefuna@charlottesville.org>; Aimone, Keith 
<keith.aimone@kimley-horn.com>; Harrell, Matt <matt.harrell@kimley-horn.com> 
Subject: RE: E. High Streetscape Project - Status Call 
 
Tim, 
 
A summary of our call is as follows (note one date tweak per our Belmont call following today’s call): 
 

1. The VDOT Design Public Hearing is scheduled for June 12th from 5 to 8 PM at City Space 
a. Kimley-Horn provided draft newspaper ads and property owner letters for review and 

consideration.  The Newspaper ad must run on or before Sunday, May 12th.  The City will handle posting 
in the paper. 

b. There are two letters/mailings to send out.  VDOT guidance requires direct mailings to affected owners 
(those with parcel #’s on the plans).  The City has elected to do a wider mailing as was done in 2018.  I 
recommend this be a simplified letter and may only consist of the flyer described below, since the 
property owner letter offers to set up face to face with affected owners.  Letters must be post marked 
to affected owners the week of 5/13. 

c. Kimley-Horn will provide a court reporter at the meeting. 
d. Kimley-Horn will update the project website with information regarding the hearing. 
e. Kimley-Horn will create a graphic for social media and a flyer for posting/mailing.  Kimley-Horn will send 

a draft by next Wednesday. 
f. Can the City look into use of the portable changeable message signs the week before June 12th along the 

corridor? 
2. BAR  

a. We have determined to ideally go to BAR 2x.  The 1st meeting will be a preliminary briefing.  Our 
schedule targeted June 18th; however, after the Belmont call we will be seeking a final approval on 
Belmont at the July meeting.  If ok by you, I’d like to do both projects at the same meeting.  Can we 
target a July meeting which will still take place prior to Council endorsement and VDOT Design Approval. 

b. The City to provide drop deadlines for materials for BAR presentation.  We will provide drafts 2 weeks 
prior to this date for City review. 

c. We will tentatively plan to seek a final COA from BAR in January 2020. 
3. SC 

a. Kimley-Horn will send an update e-mail to the Steering Committee and invite them to advertise/attend 
the public hearing. 

i. We will offer to share PDFs of displays via e-mail with them to let the SC comment prior to 
sending to the printers?  We did this on Belmont, and we actually got helpful input. 

4. Traffic Report (added item) 
a. What is the status of Brennen’s review of the final traffic report? 

5. Parking Deck (added item) 
a. What does the City wish to show on the Public Hearing Graphic in regards to the potential parking deck 

at 9th & Market?  Just a shape outlining the area of the potential deck?  What is the label you want here 
knowing options are being evaluated. 

 
Thanks, 
 

Brian McPeters, PE  
Kimley-Horn | 1700 Willow Lawn Drive, Suite 200, Richmond, VA 23230  
Direct: 804 672 4721 | Mobile: 804 539 1032  
Connect with us: Twitter | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram  
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Celebrating 12 years as one of FORTUNE’s 100 Best Companies to Work For 
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