
Booker T. 
Washington 
slept here.

Inge’s Grocery store, founded in 1891 

by George Inge, was a Charlottesville 

institution at the turn of the 20th 

century. In addition to a thriving grocery 

business, the Inge family often opened 

their home to distinguished African-

American visitors, including Booker T. 

Washington. At that time, white owned 

hotels and boarding houses refused to 

serve African Americans. This was one of 

the only buildings saved from demolition 

during Urban Renewal, thanks to Thomas 

Inge, who continued to run his father’s 

business until 1978. This building still 

survives at the intersection of 4th and W. 

Main Streets.
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